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VV hen a tnan breaks in upon a company of 
etr'"’‘£ers, to which he is not invited, the intrusion 
d 'es or docs not demand an apology, according to 
the nature of the business vdiich brings him thither: 
if it imports the company only, and he has no in¬ 
terest in the ernii*d, i he less time he spends in cere¬ 
mony the bett r; ;>n. 5 he must be a very silly fellow 
indeed, who stands snuffling and apologizing, when 
he ought either to warn people of their danger, or 
inform them of their good fortune; but where this 
is not the care, and the man, so intrud’tig, has no¬ 
thing more to say for hinisel*^, than that he is cogie 
u. .1: .’own in tiv‘T coinpr ly, to praicie ai)d tell 
stories, "ahcf li-h,'. hJs share "o the geraral festivity 
of the table, it will ^ hii ' to ivc-ommend him¬ 
self '.cry speedily to the goou ihis new 

acquaintance^ and if his conversatioh'vw nei¬ 

ther instruction nor amusement, if he starts%*% new 
topics, or does not talk agreeably upon old ones, 
’tis well if he does not make his exit as abruptly as 
he entered. 

In like manner, every author finds a mat^.iiel dif¬ 
ference in his first approaches to the public, whether 
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recor’iTncmls liim, or he is to recommend 
his subject; If he h;is any thinj^ now in art or sti"iu;c* 
to produce, anj thing inipori-ant to cornmunicatc for 
tlie- benefit of .lankind, he need bo under no diffi¬ 
culty in d' ..aiiding their attention .o a business, 
which it ’s so much tneir int erest to hear and un¬ 
derstand ; on the contrary, if he has nothing to tell 
Ills readers, but what they kriCvV before he told it, 
there must be some candour o * their pait, and great 
addres- on hi*!, to secure to mch an author a good 
reception in tlic world. 

J am at this instant under all Ae.^Brmbarrassmcnts 
’incident to a man in the last-.ncnlioned predica¬ 
ment: I am exceedingly desirous to make my bo^t 
bow to the good company I am intruding myscll 
.upon, and yet equally anxious, that in so domg 1 
rray neither make, my fiist ad\anecs uidi the st ‘1 
grimace of a dancing-master, unr with the too fa¬ 
miliar air of a self-important. As T pretend to 
nothing more in these pages, than lo fed rny readers 
what 1 have observed cf iiu p and hooks, in the 


most'amusin<£ manner 1 am able, \ know' n(»t what 
to say to them more than humbly tf» ivfpiest a 
liearing ; and, as J am in periett charity and good- 
humour with them, sincerebt* i<f hope that »hey on 
their parts will be in lihe good-humour and charity 
with me. 

My first \^ish was f/./liaxt .-nru fhe steps of 
those essayists, . successfully set the 

lalhiop of their lucubrations from tbiy to 

^tlay in ar1?te papers. This mode of marching' 
into me world by detachments has been happily 
taken up by rneij of great generalshi[> in literature, 
Qf A»^hoin sonte are yet amongst us. Though Mr. 
Addison, in his Spectator, 124, has asseited, 
that li hi in pnUishes his •tvot^Ls m a \'olumc^ hm an 
tuftnUc advanlHisc oevr one xcho commwiii'aUs ?mxerUififfh 



OBSERVER- 




1 . 


» 


1o the ^Ki'orlJ hi hjusr fihfcis and s}n<flv pie^ it cloe« not 
appear tliat he is serious in his as&cr^iori; or, if he, 
is, it is plain that his ar^urr'' it draws one way and 
iiis example inuitlu-r; j in/iSi ec _ ' • says he, 1 wn ^ 

nnnncd that ih prcs:& nnould hr ridn nii U>>r i>f in fh*s 
lia// hi/ i>riL.\-^i:Y/ftrs and the zealots of'pat'ns; ' (f it 
ierre not ?nof'e advantatjt'e^^ff'^ h) manlmd to hi ifistnidrd 
hi wisdow and virUfc^ than in politics , and to hr made 
^vod J'atherhusbands^ and sons^ than cotinsdhrs and 
i>faiiS}ncn, 'Hiis will si tiice to convince us that Mr. 


Addison saw the udvvntages of this mode ol publi¬ 
cation in such a light as led him to make choice of 
it himself, and to r commend it to others ; for it is 
not to be supposed, that he would have pretixed 
motto to this very paper, purporting that a pveat 
Oij'J, is a great eeV, and then argued serioui^l} in re¬ 
coin mciidutioii of that e\il. 

Some of the most pleasing volumes now in " ar 
hands are collections of essays published in this 
manner, and the plan is still capable of a variety, 
that is in no danger of being exhausted ; add to 
th/s, that many years have now elapsed since any 
[Wpers of tills sort have been published : the present 
time llieieforc on this account, as well as from other 
circumstances peculiar to it, may seerii favourable 
to the undertaking: but there are good reasons, 
uKi^rs liave desisted fn ni pursuing any iurther 
these work ng rough a channel, which 

others arc in pos^ who ndght chance to 

levy such atoll upon theiv -"'^'Uandize as would 
effectually spoil their market. , 

The miscellaneous matter I projmse"^ in 
these sheets naturally coincides with the mcihod 1 
have taken of disposing them into distinct paoers, 
anvl I Snail proceed to publish in like manner till 
rny plan is completed, or till any untorese'’n event 
cuts short the prosecution of it. i^or me to cou- 
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ccItl, 3n an ap;e so enlightened as the present, that 
1 can offer any thing to the public, which many of 
my readers will not be as well informed of as my¬ 
self, would b'* ct very silly presumption indeed : 
simj/v to , tnat I have written nothing but with 
a mora' design would be saying very little, for it is 
not tlie vi- e of the time to countenance publications 
of an opposite tendency; to administer moral pre¬ 
cepts through a pleasing vehicle seems now the 
geneva^ study of our essayist., dramatists, and no- 
ve lists. The preacher may enforce his doctrines in 
til e stile of authority, for it is \v ; profession to 
^u mmon mankind to their dut^* : but an uncom- 
m ssioned instructor will study to conciliate, whilst 
he attempts to correct. Kven the satirist, who de¬ 
clares w'ar against vice and folly, seldom commits 
himself to the attack without keeping some retiring 
place open in the <piarter of panegyric; if he cuts 
decj), it is with the hand of a surgeon, not of an 
assassin. Few authors now undertake to mend the 
world by severity, many inakf* it tl eir study by 
some new and ingenious device to soften the rigour 
of philosophy, and to bind the rod of the moralist 
with the roses of the mufe. 

[ have endeavoured to relieve and chequer these 
familiar essays in a manner that I hope wdll be ap¬ 
proved of; 1 allude to tl ose papr-s, in whirlj,'^ 
of t^e literature of the j'jreek.s, down my 

h^ory in a chain an»' J., Iroin the earliest 
poets to the death*-ivicnandcr ; to this part of my 
work i'har ^addressed rny greatest pains and atten- 
tfon. believe the plan is so far my own, thau 
nobody has yet given the account in so compressed 
and unmixt a state as 1 fhall do, and none 1 think 
will envy uie the labour of turning over such a mdss 
of heavy materials for the sake of selecting what I 
hoped would be acceptable in the relation. Though 
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J ninnot supjjose I am free fi v^m errc/, I can S'.fely 
&ay I have asserted nothing without authority; but 
it <iid not suit the purpose jf the work to make a 
display of these authoi.ties, ai, rny wish to 

level it to rea Icrs of all descriptions, riic tratisla- 
tior.s 1 shall occasionally give will be or r 'ch au¬ 
thors, or rather fragments of authors, use >nie under 
few ])eople’s review, and have never been seen 'U an 
English version; tlu e passages therefore will have 
the merit of novelty a least with most readers, and 
if 1 succeed in natp alining to any degree authors, 
whose names only float amongst us, I shall not 
think that what h* s been the heaviest part of my 
undertaking has ocen the most unprolitable^ As f 
mean this to be a kind ol hhvr cn'cumcin rni^^ 1 have 
thought it not amiss to hititle it T/h Oi/certv*. 


UMBER II. 

There is a pretty numerous sect of philosophers in 
tins kingd jni, whom 1 cannot describe by any aptcr 
denomination, than that ol Da^ttprrs. 'I’hev are to 
.'‘"'own in society bj' a s iddcn damp, which they 
are sureT^J' »i, upon ah companies, w'herc they 
enter. The hmhw, J^at comes within their 

atr*'ospherc, never fails to and tlie 

quiejeest sei.se of feeling is as etfectuallyfchcnumbed. 
>us the touch is with the torpedo. Asthi^ sect is 
of very ancient standing in tin* world, and lias b cu 
taken notice of by several heathen writers, 1 have 
sometimes thought that it might origi..ate in the 
school of Thales, who held water to be the first 
principle of all things. If I w'cre certain that thi*^ 

¥ ^ 
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ancitnt philosopher always administered his water 
cold to his di.^ciples, I should incline to think the 
present sect of Damptio was really a branch from 
the Thalesian r'' tor it is certain they make great 
use of his fl.st principle in the philosophy they 
practise. 

The bu ^iness of these philosophers in society is 
to check the fiiijhts and sallies of those volatile 
beings, who arc subject to be jarried away by ima¬ 
gmatic n and Ainry, or, in ot icr words, to act as a 
counterpoise against genius; v f the vices of man¬ 
kind they take little notice, hvt th^y are at great 
pains to correct their vanity. ^hey have various 
receipts for curing this evil; the orainary method is 
by keeping stern silence and an unmoved visage in 
Companies which are disposed to be chearful. This 
taciturnity, if well kept up, never fails in the end tc 
work a cure upon festivity according to the first 
jrrinciple of Thales; if the Damper looks morose, 
every body wonders what the moody gentleman is 
displeased wdth, and each in his turn ^uspects him¬ 
self in the fault; if he only looks wise, all are ex¬ 
pecting when the dumb erJele will utter, and in the 
mean time his silence infects the whole circle ; if 
the Damper seasons his taciturnity v/ith a shrug of 
the shoukWs, or a shake of the head, judiciously 
thrown in, when any talkativc^fe’'ow raisesra^* 

’tis ten to one if the r ortified ' ^ver opens his 
mouth again for tha^ , if a stbry is told in 

his company, axiat^tne teller makes a slip in a d'lte, 
or a name^jirtrue Datnper may open, provided iS^is 
cfone ;;^grceably to the rules of his order, by setting 
the story-teller right with much gravity, and ad- 
justihg the mistake so deliberately, that the spirit 
of the story shall be sure to evaporate, before flic 
comment*'lor hris properly scttleil his correction of 
Jhe textf If cny lucky wit chances lo say<what is 
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callM a ffood things and the table applauds, it is a 
Damper's duty to ask an explanation of the joke, or 
whether that was all, and wuat t’other gentleman 
said, who was the butt oi the jest, a. d other proper 
questions of tlie like sort. If one oi the company 
lisques a sally for the sake of good-fellv^ vship, 
which is a little on the wrong side of trutn, or not 
strictly reducible to proof, Damper may with g.eat 
propriety set him rigl in the matter of tact, and 
demonstrate, as clear is two and two make four, 

• that what he has sa^* . may be mathematically con¬ 
futed, and that the ineriy gentleman is mistaken. 
A Damper is to p strict w^atch over the morals 
W the company, and net to suffer the least indis- 

• <TeiioH to escape in the warmth of conviviality ; 
on this occasion he musi be ready to call to order, 

• i: .d to answer for his friend to *hc company, that 
he has better principles than he affects to have; 
that he should be sorry such and such an opinion 
went out against him; and that he is certain he 
toiyot himself, when he said so and so. If any 
glance is made at private characters, however no¬ 
torious, a Damper steps in with a recommendation 
of caiidoui, and inveighs most pathetically against 

‘ the sin of evil-speaking. He is never merry in 
com nan", except when any one in it is apparently 
oiil and .vith such an one he is always 

exceedingly preL-L. 

A Damper is so '‘w^r.^nay to flattery, that 

he n^ver applies it in ever so shriWia degree even to 
the most diffident: he never chears a yt%ng author 
fur fear of marring his modesty, never sinksruths 
because they are disagreeable, and it any one .s 
rashly enjoying the transports of public fame on 
account of some successful production in art or 
science, the Damper kindly tells him what ^uch and 
such a critic has scotEngly said on the occasion, and 
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if oUcrs, lowers his triumj>hs with a 

jKiragreiph iVou. a n«:ws-paper, which his thoughtless 
trieiul mi iht else haw overlooked. He is remark¬ 
ably careUil no*- spoil } -^‘ung people by making 
alluv»ainces foi sj/irits or inexpcricnc*., or by indulg¬ 
ing th^’ 1 in an oj)inion of their ]>crsons or act oni- 
plU-luncn s. He has man/excellent apothegms in 
his luoutli ready to recommend to those, who want 
them, such as lo hr merm and xin'c,—a ura/n of iruih 
h hrllvr Ilian an ounce (>f’nd\—a fours bolt fsjhon jhot^ 
bid a a'f/ 'r man /aeps bis within , ffuivvr \~bc that ’“wa's 
on!a fiiULibf b:/ hiw^tlf had a fo. ' to ‘'is and 

many more of the like sort. 

'i'iic following letter wdl serve to shew in what 
soit of estimation this sect of Dampers was held bv 
a Roman author, who wa^ one of the finest gentle¬ 
men of his time. 


Puny to Rtstitotus*. 

I cannot forbear jmuring out my indignation 
before you in a letter, since J'have no opportunity 
of doing so in person, against a certain behaviour 
which gave me some offence in an assembly, where 
I was lately present. Tiie company was entertained 
with the recital of a very finished performaiice: but 
there were two or thrc'*. persons among the ^.-udlcnce 
men of great genius in their own an^ a feW ot their 
friends estimation, v no saj; 'sc many mutes, 
without so much t::5'Wioving a lip or a hand, or 
once nsing from tfieir seats, even to sjiift their pos¬ 
ture. But to what purpose, in the name of good 
sens^, all this ■wondrous air of wisdom and solem¬ 
nity, or rather indeed (to give it its true appellation) 
of this proud indolence ? Is it not dowmr'ght fplly* 
or even madness, thus to be at the expence of a 

t 


* Melmoth'^s translation, 
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wTiole day merely to commit a pi^c# of ruderftw^, 
and leave him an enemy, whom y8u»visited as a 
friend ? Is a man conscious jfeat he possesses .a su¬ 
perior degree of elqqiie^^ thlfnMie ]Mrson whom he' 
attends upoji ftn such an occasion .• So jriucli the 
rather ought he to guard against cvery^appbajrance 
of envy, as a passion that always inmlies ^feriority 
■wherever it resides. But whatcver*^a man's talent 
may be, whether greater or equal, or less than his 
friend’s, still it is his interest to give him the ap- 
.probation he deserves^ if greater or equal, because 
the higher his gWiy*f scs, whom you equal or excel, 
the more considerajatfe yours must necessarily be ; if 
less, because if ode of more exalted abilities does not 
•jneet with applause, neither possibly can you. For 
my own part, I honour a»d revere all; who discover 
, a^y degree of merit in the paiufi^ and laborious art 
of oratory ; for eloquence* is a high and haughty 
dame, who scorns to {|eside with those that despise 
her. But perhaps you arc not of this opinion ; yet 
has a greater regard for this glorious science, 
or is a more candid Judge of it than yourfelf? In 
confidence of which, 1 chose to vent my indignation 
particularly to you, as not doubting you would be 
. ^the firsts to shart with me in the same sentiments. 
Farewell,” 

« 

The RomaxfS'«itM|ri!ucK \i the habit of reading 
their unpublished to select parties, and 

somQ^imes.no doubt put the paTSince and politeness 
*of their hearers to a severe trial: I conceive that this 
pfftctice docs not obtain to any great degree araijpgst 
ns at present: neither is it a thiqg to be recoina 
Trended to young authors, except under pecuhar 
cireftmsta^ces; for they certainly expose tlffemsclvcs 
and their hearers to a situation very d^icate^t*best, 
^nc) which sometimes leads to unpleasant conse^ 
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qucbcc*'. 1 rrfn aware Jjow miiclj is to be ex pelted 
t’i\ m the iudicio;.s remarks of a critir, who will 
corrert u< 7 /'//’r of 'a Irnotl'. vet a iiKiii s.) 

* * *9 * ^ ^ 

ijiialiiiecl and Vs iuv?‘eai>iiy louiul, nn*! does 

iiot oiten V^^’iUihi llie list cf an rmtSiorV aecjuai ii- 
ance : ih^n, who read their woiks in circles, f.r Iia 
anv but flie most s J< ct fnends, re.icl tor ijo olliLr 
nm^j)osc but lor adioiiration and aj)])haise; they f::n- 
1105 poss'b] V < "‘pcct crjt'iciKii'-, and il is uc( oi Jiru ly 
agreed upon by ad, l)ut thf sett <*f the J 
eiihei to keep out of such t'/'cks, or to pay their 
quota. v\la:i the reckoning is ca 1 iif?. f ew, hut men 
ol quick and lively parts, aic 'orwjird to locite in 
such societies, and these arc tlve \clv men, whf) are 
most pained by neglect; for I think it is a remark 
with as few exceptions to fc as most general ilmaiks 
have, that lirilliant^ talents .-'.re attenctecl with extreir 3 
bcns}hilit\, and the eJfocts of si*nsibility bear such 
rescmlilance to the ellects r>f A anitv, that the unclis- 
cernnig inullitndc arc to(' ;ipt to eoiifound them, 
'i'hese arc the men, who, in their j)rogress diro.ugh 
lit’c, arc mf>^t fiequently misundcTslood, and g<me- 
rally less j)iticd. ih.in they ought to be* 

Now a Dninpcr will tell you that lie is consulting 
such a man’s good, and lowering kis vanity, when 
he is sjiorl^ng with his feelings, and will ti^jee ^icrit 
to Himself for the discipline he gives him ; •Wi‘+ju- 
manity will reflect, the faij^a»spirits, which are., 
prone to exult iipi>n smansesks, are jiroportionably 
agonized* by the failure of it, and will thcveforc 
prompt us to a gentler treatment ofsurh persons, 

sums which arc expended in this natibki 
^poii those refined enjoyments, whlcii arc produced 
In ihe expertncps of the hands and the in^'^ciiuity of 
the licad, are certainly very great; and men* are 
therefoVV a[)t to exclaim, ‘ See what encouragement 
this country gi%es to arts and Icieiuesr If money, 
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the ’iilnrci TiieasuTc of '/extent, 

cou'd l)t* disiMtc in llu‘ cure; biioa*, men 
Iliac u lor their pri dt^ as \v(*ll*as lor.their 

jnon ?'hyK; ’TOtcficuiuaj'^c mu! pio-’ 
isuiU’ tlio c) iiution ; it it the c of 

dain* a iuvt'iir, \vi\ieh iu>nstitutes Us UinV', .it ii. 

the mu m.’is ot’tli‘* that the minj ot 

t:d is ta draw that ii''spintin‘.^ con^idor.n'oi? of 
i'.imselu ihui stimulatiiifr piid: oi nutme, which uie 
to pti-.li ’hovts ti.»\v|riis j)er!ei‘th)ii. • 

, A limiui CLUl\u^i mui cholh o’U a 

muii s ta< e li>. h#s ul-.cr seen ir.id liuiii,-; on 

Ins robes, <'>i tis ii lie has one. or will put u 

his h::n«, it lu'.likes it belter, or make M 
in the Iiack pp'onn,!, if hcwa.s c\cr w’hin 
he,irin*’'*orone, mul wiun^tlie jvib is Ifiuslied will l.c 
jidivhl the price ol liis i.-bonr, h^c any <jthcr mc- 
< h inlc ; the iru nev lie may spend or ])ut to use, 
and, ii‘ customers cemy- in, lie may raise his price 
upon them, a.iid the woild inav <‘all those profits an 
cncQurm,^emenf; but llie j)aiiitv'r is still a tradesman, 
and his Miter, not a*pation, but :i customer: the 
ineicer, \.iiose dvim.isk clothes the walls of the no¬ 
bleman's raiooii, and tfie aitist, wliosc pictures han^ 
*o'.iiid are«bi <]ic same pieilicamcnt as to eiicou- 
ruL^cujcn^ whilst neither of them arc adiuittcd into 
% : Itwttsc they coni ^bute to adorn. 

As 1 have inadc^j^iis *l’cni*a\k witli a reference to 
the inTi^h lif^^ I aiii a;:\yare tliat there are 

manjircniincnt encouia^pTs of the arts and*sciences 
amoiif^st the ^i<‘h and liberal; nay, so general is 
ll#.ir protcciirn, that it comj)reAieiKls a nuiu^ous 
imj)ortation of c\onc tooth-drawees, dancers, anA 
iinilliners, who find that Kngland is the iuirscrj'*of 
genihs : tven the magiiilVini;' philosopher <fl* Picca¬ 
dilly (unless he muitijjlics as well as i^Kigniljes) hits 
^liewn ids i^nr/oWs so fretjuciitiy and to such prodi- 
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^ious numbers,rthat it is to be doubted If they shall 
continue to be* •umchrs much longer. 

There were' men fW ancient Greece, no doubt, 
'who talked, though /Jeiro (hiose^o hold his tongue, 
when certain ambassadors had invited, him to sup¬ 
per, rf^dt they mighr report his saj ings to'their 
sovereigi^: Jki/I saj/ of if on fo our irmsfir? 

the*" foreigners demanded ; fay that I liml the wkchwi 
to h )td viu to}ojvi\ replied the Stoic, 'riiough I am 
dearly of opinion that this egrrat master of silence 
was an intolerable Damper^ ‘vud made a very poor 
return to these same hospit.jble ‘ambassadors for 
their good entcrtainnient of liih* yet 1 am not quite 
so ready with my answer to a ccrt?dn female corre¬ 
spondent, v/ho in consequence of some discourse 
upon Dauipen the other day, in a company where 
she was present, iifavourcd me with the followdr-g 
short, but curious, epistle. 


* Sir, 

‘ I have the misfortune to be marrKid to an ehjcrly 
gcnileman, who has taken strange things in his head 
of late, and is for ever snubbing me before folks, 
especially when the captain is in company. ’Twas 
but t’other niglit he broke up a part)' ef hot-cocklcs 
in the ba<ik parlour, and would not let tly^ cjiptam 
take a civil salute, though hiassured him^ was 
only a forfeit at questions aiid commands. 

‘ I don’t know^hat he means by saying he will 
put a spoke in my wheel, but I suspect it i9>’8ome 
^jealousy matter. ’’ 

‘ r ray, Sir, is not rny husband what you caK a 
Hamper f Youis«, 

^ * Lucy f.ovpiT.J 
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«F •ni^Fberiil 


The desire of praise is natural, byt wh^n that ap¬ 
petite becomes canine, it is no longer in nature; 
a taste of it is j)lea‘5ant to most men; temjicranrc 
itself Avill take a little; but the stomacli sickens with 
a surfeit of it, andfLlic ])alute nauscats the debauch. 

Let the passion Jor flattery be c\cr so inordinate, 
the supply caii^. ecp pace with the demand, and in 
the w(^rldks great markVt, in whicdi wit and folly 
'diive .their barjiains with each other, there arc tra- 
ders of all sorts; some keep a flail of ofl'als, some a 
storehouse of delicacies; a s(pue<?iriish ]>alate must be 
forced by alluring provocatives, a foul feeder will 
swallow any trash th^t lie can get hold of. 

In a recciij publication of the history of the F.ni- 
pcTror Charles the Fifth, written by Sc])ulveda of 
Cordova (a contemporary and favourite of that fa¬ 
mous monaich), the*Academy of ! listory at Madrid 
in their dedication to his present (’atliolic Majesty, 
address him in the following words— quern ///, 
Cufqle^llex^ uf nuimne nier.s^ it a eiiatjimhtiiii'd iLiiuie 

jampridim wyimlarin,. ^Vlu^n these courtly academi¬ 
cians have t’jius mounted their peaceable sovereign 
on the war-horse of fhe victorious C’harles, they sc- 
riously proceed to tell him, that UIk^ fulhi.vqual io 

predecessor in his martial charat'fer^ hr iv out of qjil 
distance superior to him in evertf other kiuix^ff yt^idif^ ; 
more u'/sey more politic^ wore ma^'ua^imovs^ and (us^ihv 
pmserU %'ork cart iestifi/) a itreafer friend^to lehrnin^ 
than all that ever 'went Ufore hhuy and if tfieu ;mav nsqve 
a prtsdidiiofty there mil prohahly he notPe to cmne tn eotr’^ 
petition •with him hereafiiir» 

, VOIL. XLl, 
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•it’* Ills (\itiii)I)i' Maji.*sty shall cvrr come to :;i. 
undeistandintij pi this p.iraprrapli, and strike a fail 
coinjvanson beUvooTi_ and his illididoiis 

1 Kline sake, I shoula not “bcV'Ufrpvi/y^’d if the next 
work hi.’^/icadclnii'ians shall be cnij.loyed in ])rc^\t''4 
the Ibetifteati'ons (d'C’enta, 

hen c-oinparc the state of flattery in a free 
i^OKMivy, with that winch obtains in aibituiry fiates, 
it is a coiKolation to find V .it mean principle is 
not natural to mmik'n-! ; foii^it ccilainjy abates in 
pniportion as iiiJi’p’irieiiC) advances. 'I’liis will 
he very csideiit to any one, wli(( coiYipares the flat¬ 
tery of l‘.il^.ul)elh’s and James’s days with the j)re- 
sciit. Htn.lonso'i for inst.inc*" was a surly poet, 
vet how fulsome are liis masepu's ! In his AVaw />•;;?//'* 

/.ve :V<.w iTo'-U^ iie savs rd’Jlimes— 

«# 

t) 

* /h’i.'l Imn a'' 'M v/'-ald itu" l-o il: 

(* I I P'Sf"i, . !!•' a, 1 
Wl',;! ill , . 

lit'* lit t I’l'ii'’'* rfaK;-v V, 

a'‘v iijf/i'ip t's S'*' dt*'i.’(i, 

Dut In lui: .u /'• ’ 


"^['his poet, thouL^h he i; as rath.cr ,51 9] tunsy flat¬ 
terer of Ills prince, vvas in|^eiiions enoii^li in the 
mode In* for flatteiino him‘-^jf, by introtludlni^ 

a kind of clioriis, wherein liu ta’u occasion to tcH 

his he aier:, thi^t rarift of ef^i x nfjtir A'/jsn^r^ as 7 )ot 

* . • 

(fcr,v,Hf/'} w/ rfimana ofnro{<afUm^ hv f'i vonjulvul ///v pi^f s 
rrfit'r^plvii.w jin!n'itiH'i >spr>‘(alor,s^ anti to (hraf he 
hvi'(s U to iL'urk ihf rest hp rjawplvf, or of/urxiit'rA 
Tt is rc<^iarkable that this jiassa^je should be found in 
his Moirrcfic Lcfr///,'* and that he should speak wiUi 
such confujcnce of one of his worst jirodurdons, ns 
if he wasL.determined to force a bid comedy uj)on 
the hearer^ by the authority of his own rcconiinen* 

‘ dation. This is an evident imitation of Arillophaucs, 
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v/]m> ill his conipily of T/ie Oh/.v^ hdiils ihc 

igc to Ills aiuliciicx, i.iiily Ic lnna tin m //r shuil 


Ihvir huhjmrnt <HTu}iP.,ii io fiiv dturu' of' aif 
J'faust duo i^liall i If rr^s**.' i rihrti, a l‘f‘r f/,( O of'}( 


thuii z in OH «1 iision Tic- in\Oit;iis gainst ciitaiii of 

hi*^ronti. mpoiavics, I'uj)v/iis, i'^hr) 1 :k. Itu^Aiul 1 Icr- 

rni[i|)us, With i./'rv ronoou'- tf of /.^ '7itd'(?f(‘< /■. 
LoH duif /v;.\ n (A ii\.}A \ ;*'// (L] ui i f)%iu hn 

(I huf [f iif}/ Vi>rtl\‘tih( Lt'^ riLff!\ and aftpifU'd 

/ic \indl fa'aL fnti/a i f lin:r rJ^ j'ttr Ini 

futW‘(\ Arf, 1 . 

’['he .VMS HOW |HY;( i eel with ^h'wr. the 

rclHRMU'Ht oftl.e :niie- ; siih \' ^ v oil) (Oiilrivc in :i 

m 

HHxlfbl wnv \ ei'ii t! lii'Hi ivc^, and 

it would Ik bud H> 'Jm m,t iIrih of fo 

sliidit’a f »: —:* '• ' ai is so little te. 

•be Liwiv’e), as tit ii \ 'uiedi a ii .ai ^lesirjw s on Innisell’? 
Se\rial ol e Hi ehii:i,.il c' s?. ^i^iv i.a\<' c 'iitir^cd undei 
t!;'' \til ot lit^cn ioJun’k in M^iiicthiii*' iccoinitien- 
lialory oi’tl cp.‘-ci\t-, wlmii they mean should pai‘ 
i(4i* ti«th ; sfith is the intellj:.;Mit taciturnity ol tin 
_S])(.Y-latf)r, iuumIh'•* denin inte!.Mit\ ot the Ciluirdian 

'i’ht: latter, in oH(;or lu^ p’iK‘fs, ii<Jt;ces titc am¬ 
bition ut* some aiuhois to |>ieii.t tn'p.o im];s oi thei’ 
portiails their illie pe:o. s ; hn3 lahcule has no 
qu^tc ^l^iupjictl this lashu n out of counl^in'.ncc, for 
perccKc it is slill^in e violence, ancf I hequcntb 
meet the iij^e^oi ;m old a(ajuauitance lookiiij 
through the windowi: <'l a booksellers shop. On 
vtny ingenious gentUjnan, who.^e (\aufifis among.'^ 
the. least ofliis reconniK mlations, has very prudeiilh 
•Mamjjed his ttyr ujxhi his print. In the san|c sho] 
window With this gtmlleinan, 1 -observed with j^ca 
pleasuij an elegaal author standing hy him, a« eiec 
as a dait, tinn and collected in the a\vi‘ul*moinent ( 
beginning a /h/ai-/, I own I legtc^ that^lhe honc! 
butler, vvlio lias iVi>'.dcd tlie acre with a itratisc on a 
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^n)r/^trons: hter^ feas not hun^ out hi*i own head in 
the front oi hl/\ book, as a fi"n of the mod entcriahi- 


went w.ithiii. . --.j. 

But of all the instances ^ faoe-fl^tttery I have 
lately mct^vith)j,that of a worthy citizcfi surprized 
me niobC', whose compting-housc I entered the other 
day, and found an enormous portrait of iny friend 
in a fiaining diapery of blue and gold, mounted 
upon the back of a war-horse, which the limner has 
made U" rear so furiously, that 1 was quite asto* 
iiished to sec my friend, wlio no great jockey, 
keep his scat so steadily : he co ifcs^ed to me that 
he had consented to be drawn on horseback to [deasc 
his wife and daughters, who chose the attitude; for 
his own part it made him quite giddy to lo.ok at 
himself, and he frctpiently dcsiied the j)aintcr not 
to let the ho!sc prance so, but tf) no purpose. 

'I'oo great avidity ol praise will sometimes betray 
an author into a studied aue*ii]>t at fine writing, 
where the thou;zht will not carry the stile; writers 
of this fort arc like those tasteless dabblers in archi¬ 
tecture, who turn the gable-ends of barns and cot¬ 
tages into castles and temples, and spend a world 
of plaistcring and j)ains to decorate a pig-stye, 
'i’licy bring to my mind a ridiculbus 'scefic, at 


which 1 waii ])rcsent the other day ; I found *11 lady 
ot my acquaintance busily cnipl^yed in the domes¬ 
tic education of her only son ; th^ jvcceptor was 
in the room, and was standing in an attitude very 
much resetnbling the erect gentleman I had sefen 
tljat morning in the bookseller’s window: * the 
boy his eyes fixt, and seemed to govern his 
motions by ccriaii; signals of the feet and arms, 
which he repeated trom the preceptor. Jn tlie 
course of '■'my conversation with his mother, I 
chanced* t(j drop my glove upon the floor, upon 
wvhich he approached to pick it up, but in a step 




ft 
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so’measured and methodical, * bad donSWe 
office for mvself, before he bad pei^rmcd his ’ad¬ 
vances. As f was about to nj\imc tfic conversation, 
the mother i^to«ru[)1(5iP*?fic,'’*by desirins^ 1 woulll 
favour ber^o^far as to drop my jj^ove .;x£jain, that 
Bobby mignt have the honour ot pr?sc3fcin^ it-to 
me in proper fonn : all this while the bj)y stood as 
upright as an arrow, jvcrfectly motionless ; but no 
sooner had 1 thrown down my gauntlet, than he 
began to put one loot slowly in advance bofore the 
other ; upon whicti^tli{‘ piccej)tor ot ]>oIitenePs cried 
out, one/—ifirft po\/ffv}i !—'l he boy then made an¬ 
other movement of his fet’t, upon which the master 
repeated—to; /— scnn.dpo^^lioii !—i Ins was followed 
, by another, and the ecdio again cried out —ihrcc ! 
vrn/ Crfl'^ihird position ? in nd noiir Jnulj; fh\i'ln !—At 
'the word of command the aulo«naton bent his body 


very deliberately, its ann?i hanging down in parallel 
perpendiculars to tl^ floor, like the fore-legs of a 
quadruped. 'Flic glove being now taken up by the 
right hand,•was placed witli great decorum upon 
.the back of the lei? hand; the trunk of the animal 


was slowly restored;, to its erect ])osition, and the 
glov e piescnted with all due solemnity. As 1 was 
in hopes tlfc ceremony was now over, upon hearing 
^ thg tt^clicr cry inveo ! 1 thought it t’yne to make 
iny compliment dT, thanl^ >*.;//, prettlf /Master / but 
I was again^in^i mistake, for the ^mother begged 
tne not to hurry her dear Bobby, but allow hiin 
time to make his bow, and still hold tbe "love in 
my hand : *this was an operation of no slight con* 
V^cqucncc, for in the time it took him uj>, %nimbl( 
artist might have made the glov^: at last, however, 
it washover, and the boy was putting himself ii 
order of retreat, when the fiiastcr obscTnng that . 
had omitted the necessary bend rtf’ my^wiist upoi 
receiving the glove, for want of which tlic wbol 
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Kk ‘been impcrftct, proposed a repetition of the 
manoeuvre, ins^yhich liobby should be the dropper, 
and himself the pf,the glove. This pro- 

j)osal struck rng witli siicf?"corroi’, ijhat taking a 
hasty Ica^Nof t^,r lady, in which, first, second, and 
th-ird po^itioh were [)robably liuddled all together, I 
departed, fepeating to niyself in the words of Foi- 
gard, all this majf lit ‘cenj jtne^ ltd upon tntj soul it is 
i'crj/ ridicufouSm 


NUMBER IV. 


I^ADY TjirMai.E is one of those female pedants, 
"who with ([uick animal spirits*, a pert imagination, 
great self-conceit, and a homely pcrsoi;', sets herself 
up for a woman of tal ‘tits t shedias as much of the 
learned languages, as a boarding-school girl carries* 
home of French upon ]i'*r first holidays, when TVIiss 
assures you she can call for what she wants, and, 
though fhe wont utter a word in the padom*' from 
pretended i>i 9 desty, insults thc^ ignorance *bf •ihe 
chambermaid with an eternal jargon of bad gram¬ 
mar, worse pronounced. T his learndd huly is the 
only child 9 f a wealthy trader of the city of l.ondon, 
who, iKi'dng never advanced in his ow,n education 
Ixsyond the erudition of the compting-housc, took^ 
care hi^'daughter should be instructed in every thing 
he*clid not llrldcrst^nd himself, and as the girl gre^v 
exceedingly vain of the applause of the pedugogUiC, 
who read to her, the merchant grew as vain ot the 
scholarshif* of his child, and would listen to the 
’^souud of J/Utin or Greek with as much superstitious 
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rc%pcct, as a CTcntoo does to the Sfcanscrite langijS^e 

of the Brahmins. 


M iss, in the tncajj^tirr^ ^became an insuperable 
tslattern kn hci^l^ths*^Pi person, l^r liandkerchieTs 
and apronsi^were full of iron-mouljls from the drip- 
pirtgs of the inkhorn, and her stocking fuii of holes 
troin her neglect of the needle ; tjjcse \jfere in fact 
badijes of- atFect.ition rather than of oversight* and 
you could not pay your court to her better than by 
rallying lier about their., Mic wore a heackof false 
hair, not hccausejicr own was thin, but because a 


wig was thro^m on in cui instant; this was some¬ 
times done with :i ncgllj;encc that seemed studied, 
and when the* learned 'V entosua vouchsafe I to visit 


her, she was sure to wear her witj awry, as Alex¬ 
ander*’ s courtiers did llu-lr heads, in honour of her 
»guc!t: tiiere was indeed an uifscemly humour set¬ 
tled in her nose, but this*she got by studying Loc/ic 
1 /ihin ilw iinma)! umlcrMandbiir after dinner: bctorc she 
could develcme the whole doctrine of innate tdeas^ 
iIk: humour licepencd many shades, which however 
.on the whole may be allowed to be getting off 
pretty w’-cll for a stiulcnt in metaphysics. No face 
could bear the addition of a red nose better than 


l^ady Thhrtblff’s : but a more alarming accident had 
bcfellci her in her astronomical studiesi, for as she 
was following a ciffrnjJ: in Jiis perihelion through the 
solutions of ^ii-T saac Newton, her pap caught fire, 
and she was forced to break off in the midst of a 
l^T^position, by which means she dropt*a ^itch in 
the demonstration, and never was able to take it up 
%gain; her skin being cruelly fcorched by thiftsystem 
ot the comets, she wears a criincon scar upon ^lei 
cheek, ^lot indeed as an ornament to lu:r behutyi 
but as a ttophy of her science. ^ 

Her works are pretty volumino«s, especially in 
nxanusciipt; but censorious people atf'ect to whisper^ 
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*slic performed one work in concert with the 



tv vviio IS one of her intinvate friends, but s’ne 

assuu'd me-she no credit to it herself, and 

i 

considered all such ecacdalous insinuations as the 
effects of malice and ciny. 

At tlu. of seven and twenty, by the persua^^ion 
of her father, ^!lc was ionu 'i ni Uic bands oi wed¬ 
lock to Sir *l’ne ulore I’lilinblc : this gentleman iiad 
been lately dubbetl a isni,;ht i<)r his fervices to the 
crown ill brin:^in|^ up a count- address ; his father, 
Mr. David 'J’hiin!>Ie, had be('n an eminent taylcT in 
the precincts fd !'d. (dement s, in which business lie 
had by his industiy and other metb.ods raised a very’' 
respectable fortune in money, book-delds, and rern- 
•nants: in Iiis latter }eais. Ale. I'hirnbie purchased 
a considerable estate in f with a bnc old man¬ 
sion upon It, tlic Last remainnii;.]>roperty of an an¬ 
cient family. Idiis venerable seat duiinp; the life ot 
Mr, Thimble remained uncontaminated by the pre¬ 
sence of its possessor, but upon his death it fell into , 
the occupation of young* 7'heodorc, wh6'disdaining 
the cross-leyx’d art, by whicli his father had worked 
liimsclf into opulence, set. out,upon a new estiiblisn- 
xnent, and figured ofi as the first hrcEitleinan of his 
: he served as sheriff of the county, and ac- 
irW .great reputation in that high office byAhe 
_ ,gant and well-cut liveries, ■which he exhibited at 
the Jtt sizes ; a lucky address from the county gave 
him a title, and the recommendation oi a good set¬ 
tlement procured him his piesent lady, \\:Jiom we 
have been describing. 

As I heve been in long habits of iriendship witli 
'' the worthy citizen her fatlicr, I could not resist the 
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jiiany pressing invitations lie gavaane to pay a l^sit 
to his daughter and Sir 'rheodore p'Z their country 
seat, especially as it by assuring tne^I 

should see tljj^Aapp^iXcouple in Kngland; and 
that, althofjgh I had frequently opjiiosjd^is syvStein 
of Education, I should now be couvincea that Ara¬ 
bella made as good a housewife ar^d umjf.rstoq^ the 
conduct of her family as well, as if she had studied 
nothing else, and this he was sure 1 would confess, 
it he could picvail with me to accornpan^P him to 
her house, 

On the flay ^^diowlncr this conversation we set out 
together, and in a \v\\ liouis found ouisclves at the 
]>rom«sed sport as i loincmbcred tins tine old man¬ 
sion in tlie days t>f its jirimitive sin;y>licity, when 1 
was ushcied to its ^atc throujih a solemn avenue of 
•Dvanuhing elms, tiuit arched o\^r head in lofty fo¬ 
liage, and lormed an approach in ])erfect unison 
■wilh the ancient fashion of the ])l:i('e, J must ovvn i 
was nnich re' olicd to tind that Sir I’heodore had 
begun his impiovernents with a specimen of his 
Ij'Uher’s ait, by cutting an old coat into a new 
lushion : my favorite>*avenue no long u’ existed ; the 
venerable tenants of the soil were rooted up, and a 
parcel'>of tlhtt^d clumps, composed of trumpery 
Khnibsjtmib^titutcd in tlveir places ; 1 wms the more 
disgustfcd, when ^j1erg[*ivcid that by the nonsensical 
zigzaggery ot^tlte road, through which we mean¬ 
dered, i was to keep company with these new- 
faskioned upstarts through as many parallels, as 
“would serve tor the regular a|)prouchcs to a citadeL 
^t one of these turnings, however, I caug%t the 
glimpse of a well-dressed gentleman standing in a 
very beegmiug attitude, who 1 concluded^ mus? be 
the master of the. mansion waiting our aji^^roach ; 
and as I perceived he had his hat ftnder*his arm, 
expecting us with great polit<^icss and civility, I 
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insi'inlly tfir»k mije from iny lieucl, and called to 

our cirivtM' tu the cairiagc, lor that J perceived 

. Sir 'riieodore was 9jit to^jneet us. My com- 

j)ar‘*ion was at this tiniv- in (hrcct- 

my ajt,vntio*i,to the beauties rl liis sM'.-MT-law’s 

irnpro»"/'meiit’^, so th^.t i luid ^to])|H'd tl'.e chaise 

beto^e he (vl^serxCtd wh'it I w'as lovokmi; at: but how 

was 1 siirpi'ized to tii.d, in place of iMr '('hLcaiore, 

a leaden Matuc cm a [)air ol’s<;..tes p.iijited in a riliie 

and c^okl (' at. w Iru .. ud; a/i'-lca-at, po^^on 

iij)on closer c <anilrat..'M i n:c(,‘h(,cfcd l(^ iiavo been 

ar(]uaiiJte;l wirh soj^u* yc u‘^p ainoiyL,^t the c: 

rrrcHip, which 'I certain cekboited cxhihiis io 

tile .nnu'-'Lm-'nt ot’ snu e-rM iches and couiilry waL- 

yfm*' ujion tiu-ir cut tain e. ueo town at nyde-paik 

C'oiiur! J wa.” h/u ^'V to i;nd lluit this ndiculous 

• » « 

inlstake, iii.stead ni cMih.uiasbini; iny Irjcnd, occa- 
SKjned iniinitc meii’n v.ijt, uiid was consuUTcd ax so 
good a jok(‘ b} all the iandly uj)Oii our arrival, 
that 1 :iin j)ersU'u!ed. it w as in tlie rniinl ot the im* 
pr over when he p I hi^o liiere; for the jest was 
tol!ow'(“d up by several other j)ai*ty-ccdouicd per- 
sni;cun's cast to the lie ,, 'lentltnncn and ladies, who 
were airing themselves upon ])edcstals to the no^ 
small deiigiit oi’ my C(n]i])anioii; and though most 
oi' these wdttic/isnis in lead were of the cor'ic^ast,^ 
one gioup, of a rnounlcbanl^ ih the act of drawing 
an old woman’s t<K>th, was calcmatj^d to move the 
<ontraiy pas.vicjn ; and tliis 1 observed was the last 
in the^cornpany, standing in view from the windows 
tlie house, as the moral of the fable. We now 
cntcistkl a C’hinesc fence through a gate of the sarhe 
fasihon, to the side of wliicli was affixed a board, 
on wihej,! I ol)servetl at some distance a ^vriting in* 
1‘air cliaractcrs; this 1 suspected to be some classical 
text, wLich myj.ady had set up to im.prcss her . 
visiters with a due rc<ipect lor her learning, but« 
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Upon a near approach I found it confined a wfirn-' 
in«: to all interlopers, that mien-tvarts and fprino*- 
guns were conceaIctF‘^?^V.:fl:''walks. • 

In this dangSfc>us uefile w^e wtv^ encountered by 
a servant \\i livery, who was disTpatfiit^Vi in great 
haste to stop our driver, and desire us to aliglii, as 
the gravel \vas newly laid down, find a^ate slTower 
had made it very soft; rny friend readily obeyed 
the arrest, but 1 confess tlu* denunciation ^>f tnij)s 
and guns were so forniida])Ie to my mind, tliat I 
took no step tut* with gieat circuniS[)CCtion and 
forecast, for fear 1 w^as tieadini; on a mine, or 
touching a spyng wilii^ rny fool, and v as heartily 
glad wb.en I fourul myself on the step*?, though even 
these •! examined witin some surpiciou before I 
trusted m\ self upon them. 

As w'c entered the house, rny friend the nicrcbanl 
vv!ns])ercd me, that :ec uv/c ; /// /'/// Ladys /•( ; 

ad XL'ilhoiif iloors M'lts Str T.'/uodo.r'lasfv^ all tJll/a? a^/.v 
But Us here a new scene was opened, 1 shall 
rcjcrtc iny account^o another paper. 


t III, 

Ovjt vi^ltto Sir Theodore ap,d Lady'rhlinble Irilng 
unexpected, •\vc were shewn into the common [)ai- 
l#ur, Avhere this l.appy cou)>le ware siltingi^ver a 
good hie witli a luiildle^aged map of athletic si^", 
jWho was reposing in an elbow chair, in great state 
witii hisSnull in his hand, and with an ifir sc sclf- 
unportant, as jilainly iiidicaitd him t^o be tJ5e didla- 
tor of this domestic circle, 

. \\ hen the lirst salutations were over. Lady 
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'I’himble gavG her orders to the servant, in tlic stile 
of Luyullus, to j)re[)afx T/ie Apollo^ declaring herself 
auhamed to receive pf talents in any 

other apartmenji; ^ beseeched her t(5 let us remain 
where, wir w-ere, dreading a removal fix)m a coon- 
fortable fire*side to a cold stately apartmei^t, for tlie. 
seascfri was severe ; I was so earnest in my request, 
that Sir Theodore ventured in the most humble 
manner, to second my suit; the conse([ucnce of 
which was a smart reprin^and, accompanied with 
one of those expressive looks, which ladies of high 
prerogative in their own houses occasionally bestow 
to husbands under proper, subjection, and I saw 
with pity the poor gentleman dis[)atched for his 
officiousness ujion a freezing errand through a great 
hall, to see that things were set in order, and make, 
report when they were r^eady. 1 could not help 
giving my friend the merchant a significant look 
upon this occasion ; but he prudently kept silence* 
waiting with great respect the dreadful order,of 
march. 

My Lady now introduced me to the athletic phi¬ 
losopher in tire elbow-chair, who condescended to 
relax one half of his features into a rmiJe, and with 
iiU gracious.waving of bis hand, or rather dis- 
'Mssed me W:k again to my fc?.* without uttering a 
,,,!i^lable. She then informcu mC^, that she had a 
ivilrcat to give me, which .she flattered herself would 
be a fcast'cntirely to my palate; 1 assured her La¬ 
dyship ] was always happiest to take the I'amily- 
dinner of my friends, adding that in truth the 
aiv had sufficiently whetted tny apj)ctite to recom¬ 
mend much huml)ler fare, than I was likely to find , 
at her taole. She smiled at this, and told a^e it 
was the /ood />!' the mind that she was about to 
provide for me; she undertook for clfe ; 

j-ulinary concerns \.vcre not her province; it 1 
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lilin^ry, she hoped there would be something to cat/ 
but Tor her part she left the care of her kitchen xo 
those who lived in it. VVhils^she wa^saying^ this, 
metliought the her a look, that* 

seemed to say lif? was or iny way of i^iinking ; upon 
whigli she rung the boll, and ordered din'fter to be 
held back for an hour, saying to tlie philosopher 
she thoui^ht might have a nn/fo tiiatftime.* 

She now paused for some time, fixing her eyes 
upon him in expectation of an answer; buj none 
^ being given, nor any signal of assent, she rose, and 
observing that 4^ '*as binpri:infx to ihtuk Sir 

li'ficoitore vould Ic a/jotif all this ;:-////r, for she xi'as sure 
<hc Apollo must Jn- / ^ without more delay bade 

•us follow her: Ctam*, Sfr, fays she to me, as 1 
passed tlie great liull will* an aking licart and chat¬ 
tering teeth, aoif shall vou' have ^ tnuit in j/our om'h 
ta/Ie; and meeting one of the domestics by the way, 
bade him tell C'alliope to come into the Apol’o, 
When I set my foot into the room, I was imme¬ 
diately salutetkby something like one of those un- 
genial breezes, which travellers inform us have the 
fa'culty of putting amend to life and all its cares at 
a stroke : a fire indeed had been lighted, which 
•|>0or Sir i’^eodore was soliciting into a blaze, 
workiii<T the bellows with might and main to little 
^lurpbse^ for the biUets w^ere so wet, Ajiollo 
himself with all t'S beJftns Vould have been foiled 
to set them in ^ flame : the honest gentleman had 
takeji the piocautiou of opening all the windows, 
in spite of which no atom of smoke passed u*p the 
cliimney, but came curling into the room is co¬ 
lumns as thick, as if a hecatomb had been oflci'ing 
to the shrine of Delphi; indeed this was not much 
to be wofldcrcd at, for I soon discovered that a 
boaref had been fixed across the flue of the clflmney, 
which Sir Theodore in his attention to the*bcllows 
VOt» XLU x> 
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'•h’ld neglected to observe : I was again the unhappy 
cause of that j)<)or gentlernan’‘s unmerited rebuke, 
and in ternij? nuirh severer than before ; it was to 
-no purpose he attemptCWngffirrinjj Susan the house¬ 
maid in for 5 onie share of tlie blalTi^; his plea was 
disallowvdi- and thoutrh I must own it was not the 
most manly dci’ence m the woild, yet, considering 
the* unhappy cui[)rit as the son o( a lay lor, 1 thought 
it not entirely inadmissible. 

When the smoke cleared u]> f discovered a cast 
of the Belviderc Apollo on a pedestal in a niche at, 
tlicuppei cud of the room ; but,’if -ve were to judge 
by the eJimate, tliis chamber must have derived its 
name from Apollo, by tl\e rule of lucus a njit 
n iff/o: As soon as \vc were seated, and Lady Thimble 
had in some ckigrec comji^.scd her s[)irits, slic began 
to tell me, that thf treat she had to give me was th^ 
rehearsal of pait C)f an^ epic ])oem, written by a 
young lady of seventeen, who was a miracle of 
genius, and whose talents for compolltion were so 
extraordinary, that she had writtcif* a treatise^ on 
female education, whilst she was at the boarding- 
school, which all the world £illowed to be a won¬ 


derful work for one of such an early ago. I’here 
was no escape, for C'alJiope herself jtow. entered the' 
room, and dinner was j>iit back a full hour for the 
luxury of licraring a canto of a \ oarding-school girl’s^ 
epic poem read by herfetf presence of Apollo. 

The Scottish philosopher had prudently kejrt his 
j»ost by the parlour Hic, and i alone was sii\gled 
out as the victim ; Sir'I hcodorc and^his father-in¬ 


law licing conslderc<l only as expletives to fill %»p 
the audience. Qilliope was enthroned in a chair at 

the*pedestal of Apollo, whilst Lady Thimble and 
took oLii* scats opposite to the reader. ^ 

1 was now to underi^o an cxalaiiidion of the fub- 
ject inalter of this poem ; this was undertaken and 
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performed by Lady Thimble, w^hiJst the yoii^a^ 
poetess was adjusting her manuscript/ the lubject 
was allegorical; the t^lc w§.s 'T'/ic Triumph of Jirusou 
who was the ot C«t* piece ; tlic inferior cha- 

ratSlers werc.lhe human passions p{^^.sonifi.ed; each 
passion occupied a canto, and the lady^had already 
dispatciied a long list; if J rightlyremejibcr,.w^e 
were to hear the fourteenth canto ; in thirteen ac¬ 
tions, the hero Reason had been victorious, but it 


was cxccedinrlv doubtful how he would cofnc oil’ 

t •p 

■ in this, for the antagonist he had to tlcal with was 
no less a persoTiagc than ahniglity Love hinilclf: 
the metre was heroic, and many of the tlioughts 
^displayed a juvenile fancy and wild originality ; 
the action was not aUojrethcr uninteresting, nor ill- 
managed, and victorv tor a while was held in sus- 
pence hy a wound the hero receifed troin an arrow 
Komewhere in the region *of the heart ; for this 
wound he could ohtair* no cuie, till an ancient phy¬ 
sician, after m^iny exjjcrimcnts ft>r liis relief, cut out 
the^jart atfected wdth his sri/lAc : upon the whole, 
the poem was such, tjiat had it not been allegorical, 
and had not I been cald and lumgr^’, J could have 
Jbund much to commend and somethings to admire, 
even though*the poetess had been twice as old and 
*^iot tali so handsome, for Calliope wasicxtremcly 
pretty, ‘and 1 coul;.i^pJ^lnLy discover that Nature 
meant her to b^^ iftost amiable and mock;st, if flattery 
and false education woultl have sutfeuul her good 

ft O 

dcsijjns to have taken place; I therefore looked upon 
her with pity, as I do on all spoilt children ; and 
A^ien her reading was concluded, ilid not besteW all 
that praise, which, if 1 had consukod my own ^ra- 
•tification^norc than her good, i certainly should 
have bestow^ed; the only occasion on which.! think 
it a point of conscience to practise Ae plitlosophy 
of //ic Dampvt a. 
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length (lirrner was announced, and being a 
part of Lady Thimble's domestic economy, whicli 
she had [)ut out of her own bands, as she informed 
us, and in which 1 suspedl-*ihc ad‘Jetic jdiilosophcr 
had something*.o fay, it was jilentifully Fcr\ed. Sir 
Theodore and my friend the merchant plied ’him 
hin) prettv briskly with the bottle; but as a stately 
first-rate sliip does not condescend to ojieii Ikt pous 
to the petty cruisers that jircsume to liail her, in 
like i.iaiincr this gigantic genius kept the oracle 
within him muzzled, nor copdcscended once to 
draw the tompioii of his lips, till it happened in the 
course of many tojiics, that Lady 'riiiinble, speak¬ 
ing of the talents of Calliope, obscl^cd that 
wcie not ceased; Ho\v s/wM that be saUi io 

m/.se, replied the oracle, x:iuvh navr had (\risfrmr 
M'he spring was ^aow touched that put this vast 
machine in motion, and taking infidelity in miracles 
for his text, he carried us, in the course ot a long 
tinintcriupted harangue, through a series of learned 
deductions, to what appeared his grand desideratum, 
7 ’/;. an ahsolulv rrfuluhon of ihc. iniraclcH of C/wis^ bkf 
pvoifn logical anil ImtorlcaL -.Whilst this discourse 
was going on, 1 was curious to observe the different^, 
eff ects it had on the company ; Lady Thimble re¬ 
ceived it Y;ith evident marks of triuiujih, "o that I 
could plainly see all was gospel with lier, and the 
only gospel ^he had faith in : Sir'-'l'licodore wisely 
fell aslec]); the merchant was in his coinpting- 
housQ,— 

‘ His mind was tossinjr on the oreaii: 

There, where liis argosies witii pojilv vul. 

Like seigiiiofs atiti rich hurgheif» ou the 
Or as it were the pjgcaiits of the sea, 

Did overpeer the petty trafBckers- 

4 

But all this while, the younp unsettled thought* of 
Calliope weie visibly wavering, sotnelimes borne 4 
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away by the ipse dixit of the philctboplier and thi*; 
eclio of Lady Thimble’s plaudi^; sometimes catch- 
jn[; hold of Mope, aii^l haQ^-mg to the anchoT of 
her fcalvation, hV'fn; alonier times without resist¬ 
ance carried down the tide ot dociiiificLtl^m, which 
rc)lled rapidly along in provincial dialctl, like a’ 
torrent from his native 1 lighland ^ragg|, rough 
and noisy; '1 saw 1 cr struggles with iiitinitc con¬ 
cern; the savage saw them aLo, but with triumph, 
and turning his discoujse upon the breach h0 had 
•made in her belief, •pressed the advantage he had 
gaine<l with <lcvirisii addic*^s; in short, a new anta¬ 
gonist iu^d started up, nuiie tormidable to Rimon 
jiian all the fouttcen, frOm whose attack she had 
brought her h< ro oH uitb victory ; aijd that cham¬ 
pion, which liad k Nisted the arrows ol all-powcrtid 
dLove^ was likely now to fall a viCtim to the pesti¬ 
lential breath ot Infiddifif. *in this dilemma 1 was 
doubtful how to act ; l»did not decline the combat 


because J drear^ed the strength oi this Goliah oi the 
Philf^stincs, for 1 knew the weapons might be con¬ 
fided in, which the gVat Captain of Salvation had 
put into ray hands ; bwt 1 disdained to plead before 
3* prejudiced tribunal, in which the mistress ot the 
• mansion’ sat'a^ judge ; and as slee]) had secured one 
#f th< company out harm’s Avay, a^nll anothei 
was upon an cxcuriion /rom which 1 did not wist 
to bring him h«n1c, there remained o*ily Calliope 
and 1 determined within myself to take occasion o 
diseflursing w^th her apart, before I left the hous< 


next morninsr. 


j} 3 • 
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1 HAD resolved to have some conversation with 
C!alliope after the athletic pliiiosopher’s harangue 
againU the evidences oi tlic Cliristian religion ; 1 
was at the pains of ])nt(ing my'thoughts togctiier in' 
writing before J went to bed, for J judged it best to 
give them to Chdliope in sucli a form, as she migh;t 
hereafter at any titne icfei' to and c'caminc. « 

I had the,satisfaction of an hour’s conversation 
with that young lad}/ next morning, before the fa¬ 
mily had iisscmblVd fur breakfast: 1 could observ*L 
that something dwelt upon her mind, and demand¬ 
ing of her if 1 was not viglK in my conjecture, she 
answered meat once to the point,without hesita¬ 
tion—* 1 confess to you/ says she, * that the''dis¬ 
course which Dr. Mac-lnhcH yesterday held, has 
made me thoroughly unha[:py; things, which arc 
above reason, 1 can readily suppose are mysteries, 
which 1 ought to admit as matter of faitl? in reli¬ 
gion ; Irat things contrary ^to reason, ^ndf^ factr 
which history confutes, ,hovw am I to 'believe ? 
W hat am 1 *<» do in this cafe ? Piarx you any thing 
to oppfj^e to his argument.^ If you have, 1 should 
be Iwppy to hear it; if you have npt, 1 you 
let us talk no more upon the subject,’—I then ^ve 
thef paper into her hand, which i had prepared, and 
explaining to iKr the reasons 1 ha<l for luit taking 
up thc^dispute before our company ycjjferday, de^' 
siicd iicr to give my paper a serious reading; if 
there was aify thing in it that laid out of the course 
of her studies, 1 would gladly do my best to cx-< 
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pound it, and would shew her the authorities^to 
which it referred: she reccivvl niy paper with the 
best grace in the worW. promised me that she: 
would consider#'jf witn all the attention she was 
mistress of. • ^ 

In our further discourse, it chanced that I let 


drop some expressions in commendittion <jf hernin- 
derstanding'and talents, upon which I observed she 
gave me a very expressive look, and when I would 
have spoken of her poem, she shook her heacT, and, 
hastily interrupthig* me, desired 1 would spare her 
on that subject; she did not wish to be any more 
flattered in a folly she had too much cause to repent 
,of; she had bufiit the odious poem 1 w^as speaking 
of, and^ bursting suddci^ly into a Qood of tears, 
piotcsial she would never be guilty of writing an- 
•bther line of poetry while she liveti. 

No words of mine can paint the look and action, 
which accompanied these expressions; much less 
can I describe {he stroke of pity and surprize, which 
her^emotion gave mr. It was evident she alluded 
to something that h^il occurred since the reading 
of the poem; 1 rccoHected she was absent all the 
Jatter part of the evening, and I felt an irresistible 
propensity fo*enquire into the cause of her affliction, 
•though the sliortncsi^of our acquaiutayc^^ gave nn 
no right to be inquisitive;* she saw my ditSculty 
for her intuitic¥i*is very great; after a short recol¬ 
lection, wdiich 1 did not attempt to interj'upt—* 
kncflv not ho'^ it is,’ says she, ‘ but something tell 

rt^ 1 am sjieakingto a friend.’-Here she paused 

as doubting whether she ought to proceed or%io^ 
and fixed her eyes ii|)on the floor ifi evident einbar 
^rassment;^ it will readily be supposed 1 sejzed tb 
opportunity to induce her to contidein me, if thcr 
was any service 1 could render towards alfcviatin; 
the distress she was evidently surf’ering—‘ 1 hav 





ho right to trouble you,’ says she, * but that fatal 
argument 1 heard la^«t night has so weakened the 
resource, to which my nijnd i»i all afflictions would 
else have naturally appliccl,^ that*^* really know not 
how to sui'-pori myself, nor wlicre to look for com¬ 
fort, but by throwing myself upon your friendship 
for 'idvictj, as the most unhappy of all beings. You 
must know 1 have the honour to he the daughter of 
that gallant sea officer (’aptain - - J lerc she 


named an officer, who will be ever dear to his coun¬ 


try, ever deplored by it, and whose friendship is at 
once the joy and the affliction of my hie. 1 started 
from my seat; the stroke 1 felt, vrhcii slie jn*o- 
nounced a name so rooted in mj’ heait, was like, 
the shot k of electricity ; I ^;laspcd her bauds in mine, 
and picssing tliein exclaimed— ‘ \ ou haw: a faiher’ 
—here j stoj>t—the recollection checked me frorit 
j)roccediiig—for it was false.—‘ No, no, my child,’ 

1 said, ‘ you have no lather! nor had he a friend, 
who can replace \ our loss; how'ever,^pniy proceed.’ 
—‘ Implicitly,’ rcj>iied Calliope, (for by that nVmc 
I still must beg to call her, that and poetry 

are both renounced for ever.)- ‘ As you arc the friend 
of rny father, you mu.st know that he lost my mo-* 
thcr, when 1 was an infant; two j^ehrs arc now ' 
j^assctl sirscc he perished; a ipiscrable ])(.Tk>d it ha# 
been to me; J am now uu/clcrvthc j)rotection of a 
thstunt relation, wlio is an intirn'at^ of the lady of 
this house, and one whose ruinous flattery jointly 
withe L.ady Thimble’s, has conspire^ to turif my 
. Avretcb.ed head, and blast the only hope of happi- 
nesn'J had in life: 'J'hese learned ladies, as they 
W'ould be thought, put me upon studies J was never 
fitted to, gave me this silly name (.ayiopc,. andP 
never ceased inflaming my vanity, till they jier- 
suadedene 1 had a talent tor poetry: In this they 
\vcre assisted by Maolnficlel, who lives in great* 
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intimacy with Lady 7'himble; the^ aJulatlon of 
learned man ^for that he surely^is) intcuJcicatdd me 
with self-opinion, and the gravity of his charac¬ 
ter complcated the^folf^^and destruction of mine.’ 

* \\ hat do I hear,’ said 1, intcrruptftig her, ‘ the 
destrilction of your ciiaracter ?’—‘ Have*patience/■ 
she replied; ‘ when 1 disclose the ^orrow,^ of rpy 
heart, you will own that my destruction‘% com- 
j)leat.’—Melancholy as these words were, the de¬ 
duction notwithstanding that I drew from then? was 
a relief, compared to.what at first I apprehended.— 
‘ Alas! Sir,’ resumed Calliope, ‘ 1 have lost the 
atleclions of the most amiable, the most beloved of 
men : i le w'as my father’s darling, and from a boy 
was educated by him in the profession of the sea; 
he shared every service wi*th my father except the 
Ii‘st fatal one, in which your friend unhappily was 
lost; Providence, that ordaiifcd the death of the one, 
has in the same periods enriched the other; he is 
lately returned Irom the West Indies, and by his 
dutyAas been confined to the port he arrived in, so 
that wc have not met tnce his return to England: 
here is the first letter^dic wrote to me from Fly'^- 
lyouth; read it, 1 beseech you, and then compare 
it with the fatifl one 1 received last night.’ Calliope 
a Jjett^ into my hands, and 1 read as follows.— 

♦ My deafw:?t Nancy ! 

‘ I have this instant brought my frigate to an 
siiichdTr, and sc^ze the first moment, that duty 
permits, to tell the loveliest of her sex, that 1 have 
lucfeily come across a prize, that makes a man«>of 
me for life: a man vlid I say? Ycrf, and the ha]i- 
* Jliest^of m^ip, if my dear girl ivS still tiue, ayd wzjl 
consent to share the fortune of her faithful Henrv. 

to 

* 1 cannot leave Plymouth this foitnSgliT, Hhcic- 
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I’nre pray write to me under cover to my fiicnd the 
Admiral, ,Yours <;vcr, 

^^l:NRV Constant.* 

When I had returncu mih jciui lu,Calliope, slie 
’ irsiimcd her narrative in the followinn words 
* 'J'he jny this letter ^avc me fet my sj)irits in such 
a flow, 'that in the habit 1 oi' writing verses, 1 
could nor bring m\' thoughts to run in humble 
prose, but giving the rein-^^ to my fancy filled at 
least six sides -with rhapsodlf/S inverse; and not 
content with this, and foolislily cbnct iving that my 
po. m would appear at least as charming to I lenry, 
as the flattery of my own sex had persuaded me it 
w'as to them, I enclosed a fair copy and sent it to 
him in a packet bj* the stage coach: the next return 
of the [)ost brought me this fatal letter I received 
last night. 

* Madam, ^ 

‘ 'rhough there cannot be in this wo* Id a tl.fk so 
painful to me, as wdiat I jutybow about to perform, 
3 "et J thmlc it an indispen^^’ble point of honour to 
inform my late most lovely and beloved Nancy, 
that if i am to snppo.so her the author of that cnor-* 
rnoiis bundle of verses 1 have receivedttfrorn hfr 
hand, it is the last favouj hand must bestow 
U])on her uwhappy llrnry. ' « 

‘ My. education you know ; for it w as formed 
under your most excellent lather; 1 served^ with 
him from a child, and he taught me, not indeed the 
kivfck of making verses, but what 1 hope has teen 
^ as useful to ir>y countiy, the duties of an officer. 
Being., his daughter, I had flattered ^jniyself ycdi * 
would not like me the less for following his j)roles* 
won, or for^bcing trained to it under his instruction. 



NO 6. 


OBSERVER. 



39 


Init alas! Nancy, all these hopes are' gone. Mjr 
ignorance would only disgrace you, and your wit 
would make me contemi)til3le; oince yoii arc turned 
poetess, how can njy sd^cif be agreeable ? If those ' 
verses 3 'ou have sent me arc all your^own making, 
you must have done little else since we parted, and. 
if such are to be your studies and occupations, what 
is to become of all the comforts of a husbanoi/? f Ici'w 
aie 3 ^ou to fulfil the duties of a mother, or manage 
the concerns of a tainily ? No, no; may heavc^ cle- 
iend me from a learned wife! I am too proud to be 
tlie butt of my own fable ; too accustomed to com¬ 
mand, to be easily" induced to obey ; let me ever 
live a single man,.or let tin; wife I chuse be modest, 
ftnprctcncting, simple, natural in her manneis, plain 
, in her under^tanding; let her be true as^'the compass 
I sail by. and (panlon the coarsenegs of the allusion) 
obedient to the helm as the ship I steer; then, 
Nanc^^ 1 will stand b 3 ’'^iny wife, as 1 will by my 
shij+, to the latest moment I have to breathe* For 
sake whaf have women to do with learning ? 
^3ut if they w'ill step rut of their own profession 
and write verses, do nft let them step into ours to 
chuse husbands, we shall prove coarse messmates 
tef the m^ses., • 

‘ I understand so much of your poetk'al epistle, 
a? to pcrcci\e that ycM are in the family of Sir 
'j’hcodore and l.ady ^'hiiiible : three days of such 
society would n’uike me forswear inatfiinony for 
ever. ^ 'i o the daughter of my friend 1 must tbr ever 
speak and act as a friend; suffer me then to ask if 
any •nan in his senses wdll chuse a wife from sucii a 
school? Oh grief to think! that one so natural, so »s 
•syicere and unaliccted as was my Nancy, could be 
the companfbii of such an ugly petticoated fledant 
as l.ady 'Thimble, sucli a tame hcn-peckcd son ol a 
.^ylor as Sir Theodore ! 
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‘ As for the yolume of verses you sent me, I dare 
stiy it is all very fine, but 1 really do not compre¬ 
hend three lines of*lt; the battles you describe are 
what 1 never saw by se? pf land, and the people 
who fight th^em such as i have never been accus¬ 
tomed tof serve with; one gentleman I perceive 
there is, who combats stoutly against/ovr; it is a 
gdod n/oral, ‘and I thank you for it;. cost wliat it 
may, I will do my best to imitate your hero. 

‘ Farewell. 

‘ I must be only your most faithful friend, 

Constant.* 


.NUMBER VII. 

Calliope has favoured m*e with the following let- 
Icr; it is dated from the house of r. worthy clergy¬ 
man, a friend of her father’/;^, who with an exem-' 
plary wife lives upon a snfill country vicarag^ in 
primitive simplicity, where "that afflicted young lady 
took shelter. 

* After you left me’at ?..ad^ "Jl'himble’s, I seized 
the first mdment, that the anguislf of my mind per¬ 
mitted* me to make use of, to j)ut myself in readiness 
fox'taking my final leave of that family, and, ac- 
co|ding to the plan we had concerted, came with¬ 
out delay to this place, where, if any thing could 
have given absolute peace to my mind, the consol|.-f 
tion of these excellent people, and tbt serenity of 
the sJcenc must have done it. As it was, 1 felt my 
afflictions lighten, xny self-reproach became less bi^ . 
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ter, and, whilst the vanity, wluclKflafttery had in¬ 
spired me with, has been cured by their admoni¬ 
tions, the doubts that infidelity‘i'lad raisc\l have been 
totally removed, and tii^h made clear to my eternal ' 
comfort and conviction. Had it nott-be-'^n for this, 

I should havd been given up to despairfor as I. 
licard no more from Captain Constant, i was con¬ 
vinced he had renounced me for ever; in tfie mean 
time I wrote many letters, but sent none to him ; 
some of these letters were written in a high Jone, 
most of them in an ljumble one, and in one i gave 
ci loose to passion and despair in expressions little 
sliort of plirensy ; all these I constantly destroyed, 
for as i had not the heart to write angrily to him, 
so I dreaded to appear mearjjin his eyes, if I was too 
plaintive; nay I was not sure, since his fortune had 
become so superior to mine,.but I might lay myself 
open CO a charge of the most despicable nature. 

‘ Thus rny time passed, till yesterday morning, 
upon observing tlic house in one of those bustles, 
whicjjf'the expettation of a visitor creates in small 
families, I found my^jood hostess deejily engaged 
with her pastry, and hfi^ ing myself become a rori- 
fiiclerable adept in the aTt under her tuition, 1 was 
putting myself^in order to assist her in her prepara¬ 
tions, wRcn turning to me with a smile, which 
sftmed tefspring from^oy as 'yvell as benevolence— 

‘ Come, my dear cHld,* b’uys she, ‘ I have been at 
work this hour; and if you had known it was to 
entertain a friend of your father’s, I am persuaded 
you would not have let me been so long beforelfand 
witj) you.’^l asked her who it was she expected— 

• No mutter,’ she replied, * fall to y»9iir work, aiitl 
do your best, like a good girl, for ^’our mistresses 
iledit • as w^ll as your own.’—— The signilicunt 
look, with which she accompanied these w^ord^, set 
my heart into such a fiutter, tliat my hands no 
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,longer obeyed rrje in the tafk I undertook, till hav- 
iiig spilt the milk, overthrown the eggj^t and put 
every thing 'into the»same contusion with myselt^ 1 
burst into u llood of tears, which ended in a strong 
hysteric fiu ^ly screams bVought the good fuun of 
the house and every body in it to my atsistaiice; 
but judge of my condition betwixt joy, astonish¬ 
ment, and terror, when the figure of my beloved 
Constant presented itself to iny eyes ; my (lotl! be 
exclaimed, and staited back aghast, then sprung to 
my assistaiic^', and, clasping me in his arms, lilted 
me at once from the li»or and rai\,with me into the 
parlour, where there was a couch—my life 1 my 
soul!—was all he could say, for he was like a man 
beside liimself with fright and agony, till I reco¬ 
vered; this v^as at last effected by a plentiful relief 
of tears, and then 1 found myself alone with my 
beloved Henry, my head reclined upon his neck, 
and him supporting my whole weight in his arms, 
whilst he knelt on one knee at my feet; no sooner 
J^d 1 recollected rnysclf, than the blood, had 
T)een driven from rny cheeks*during my fit, rushed 
back again with violence xnd covered me with 
blushes. Henry’s transports now became as vehe¬ 
ment as his teirors bad been, and loosing his hold ©f 
me for a moment, whilst he fixed his* eyes upon me 
with an *i{;dt>ur, that confoutjded me so as^^alrnost 
deprive me of speech or' motion^ he again caught 
me in his arms, and pressing me eagerly to his 
breast, almost smothered me with caresses. He 
then quitted me altogether, and throwing himself 
on,.his knees ut my feet, entreated me to forgive 
if he hac?, off’eiidcd me ; he had been distracted 
between joy and terror, and scaicc knew what he 
had d^ne ; he proceeded to account for^tlie motived 
of hiij,conduct tow^ards me, both when he wrote the 
letter to me*fiorn Plymouth, aiul for every moment 
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of his time since: that he had set'^off for London 
the very clay he wrote, had spULjiU you out, and 
conversed fully with jou upon the clf’ects his letter 
had produced; that, tearing I was come to this 
place, he WQuld have followed me Ivith an imme¬ 
diate explanation, if you had n<^t prevailed with 
him to the contrary (for which adviae I ca^jnot now 
find in tny heart to condemn you); that however he 
had placed himself Vvithin two miles of me in a 
neighbouring village, where he had daily ♦inter- 
•course with the worthy vicar, who gave him punc¬ 
tual intelligence *of the state of my mind and the 
total revolution effected in it; that what he suffered 
during this state of trial and suspense no words of 
his could paint, but the accounts he received of me 
from this good, man, and the bq^iefits he knew 1 
■was gaming by his counsel* and conversation, kept 
him from discovering himself, till he had permis¬ 
sion for so doing ; that he threw himself ui>on my 
candour and gtjpd sense for justification in the honest 
arti^e he had made use of, and now that 1 added 
to*my good qualitic^thosc religions and domestic 
virtues, which the society of unbelieving ]>cdanis 
j^ad obscured, but not extinguished, he hoped there 
•was no ^furtliCr bar in the way of our mutual hap- 
^ines^; ^ut that 1 would condescend to^ accept a 
man whose heart and^sojfl uTtre dcvotcdlo me, and 
who had one rctomincndation at leasf to offer in 
his own behalf, which he flattered himself no other 
persoh could 4 )roduce, and which he was; sure 
would have some weight with me ; so saying, he 
pift a letter into my hands, which 1 had no sob^ier 
glanced iny eye upon, than perceiving it was the 
•well-Jcno\™ hand-writing of my ever honoured and 
lamented Tather, I sunk back upon the couch and 
dissolved again into tears: even the tuanly Ifeart of 
my Henry now gave way, and )thc sad remembrance 

2 
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‘of his departed friend melted his brave bosom into 
all the softiiess of a woman’s,—Then, Sir, oh then 
indeed 1 loved him, then he triumphed in my heart; 
how dear, how noble, ho^ ^ almost divine did he 
tlun appea *! *his eyes, whose ardent captures had 
affiif;hted me, now, when I saw them bathed in 
tears, inspired me with the purest passion, and con- 
tcmjdiitim; him with the affection of a sister, not 
regarding him as a lover, 1 cast olf all reserve, and 
following the impulse of the sou], dearest and best of 
men ! I cried—and sunk into his arms* 

‘ Thus, Sir, you have the fulf and unreserved 
account, to which your friendship is entitled ; still 
there remains one act of kindness in your poAver to 
shew me, and which my Henry jointly with myself 
solicits v\hich is, that you would stand in the place 
of your deceaseit friend uj)on our marriage, and 
com])lctc the kind part you have taken in my wel¬ 
fare, by joining my hand with that of the most 
deserving: man on earth. 

‘ J had almost foraot to mention to you a* cir- 
cimistance, that passctl as w'crc sitting at table 
ter dinner, and by which our good friend the 
icar undesignedly threw me into a confusion that 
scA'ccedingly distressing, by repeating Ibmc verses 
rn Pope’s Kssay on Man, in which he applied to 
me to hilp^him out in his qufetation: 1 ccitainly re¬ 
membered ibc passage, anl\ couUl have supplied his 
memory with the words ; but Henry being present, 
and the r( collection of what had passed on tht sub¬ 
ject of |>oetry rushing on my mind, at the same 
tirpi? that 1 thought 1 saw him glance a S'gnifictrht 
’ook at me, thf*e * me into such emhanassment on 
the sudden, that in vain endeavouring to evade the* 
subject,' and being pressed a little iinseaionably by 
the Vitar, my spirits also being greatly lluttcred by 
the events of llic morning, I could no longer com- 
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miincl myself, but burst into tears, and very narrowJy 

cscapctl falling into a scconct hysteric* Nothing 
ever equalled the teneVrness of Henry on this occa* 
sion ; nay, I thought ♦ could discover that he was 
secretly pleased with the event, a^* it^betrayed a 
consciousness of former vanities, and seemed to 
prove t)iat 1 repented of them : whiLte\cr^interpre¬ 
tation he might j)ut upon it, still 1 could not bring 
Jnv.n*]i to repeat the verses; and believe t shall never 
utter another couplet whilst J live ; 1 am certain I 
•shall never makc^vuib. 

‘ 1 inclose you a copy of my father’s letter to 
I'icnry ; and am. Sir, 

‘ Your sincere fiieiul, 

• * and lAost obligetL servant, 

‘ Anne-.* 

Though the letter, of which my amiable corre- 
sponcient has inclosed a copy, is hastily written in 
the bustle and hurry ot service, jet as it breathes 
the Wsciitimenls* of the friend, the father, and the 
hero, and as every {i;‘lick of so venerable a cha¬ 
racter is, in my o])imon at Icaft, too precious not 
to be j)i f served, i shall take permission of the 
fcader to fi-lypin it. 

► ‘fl|)car Harry, • 

1 hi§ perverse ^dnd Jias*at last taken shamic at 
confining so muify brave tellow^s in porf, and come 
about to the east, so that we aie all in high spirits 
gettnfg under Aveigh : the commissioners yacht is 
along-side, and 1 drop tlicse few lines by way of 
fa}^:wcll to assure my brave lad, that whether 
aneet again or not, you shall not hca*r a bad account 
your ol^ shipmatCi nor, with God’s bles^sing,*of 
his crew. 1 think we shall soon- come into*action, 
and that being the case, d’ye see, few wortls ahd 
fair dealing are best between frienils : you tell me. 
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if you get a.prlze, you mean to marry Nancy; that 
is honest, for the gw^l is cruelly in love with you, 
and I like her the better for ifc; a seaman’s daughter 
should be a seaman’s friend; and without flattery, I 
don’t belie^^e a braver lad ever trod a*plank in the 
king’s service than yourself—so enough of that, you 
have my<consefit, and with it all the fortune 1 have 
to bestow, which is little more than my blessing, 

* I'here is one thing, however, I must warn you 
of, which is, that the girl, though of a good nature 
in the main, has got a romantic tyrn in her head, * 
and is terribly given to reading and making verses, 
and such land-lubbers trash, as women and sailors 
have nothing to do with; now J would not have 
you make a fool of yoiifself, Harry, and •marry a 
h'arned wife, tlionigh she was of my own begetting. 
If therefore Nancy and you come to an urulerstand- 
ing together, when my old carcase shall be feeding 
the fishes, remember it is on this express condition 
only, which 1 charge you on your# honour to ob¬ 
serve, that you burn her books, as J will do it ever 
I get at them, and never yolA; wdtli her till slit has 
renounced these vagaries of'poetry, which if you 
cure her of, you have my free leave to make her a» 
good a husband as you can, and (Tod l)¥css you 
with her^:,and this you wllj^ observe an dr obey 
the last will and testamenttof hiyi who is 

‘ Yours till dc^ith, 

< « « 4^ 4f 

c • 

‘ P.,S. Remember I tell you, Harry, this old shijj^is 
tlamii’d cranjc an<l Icewardly; but our wise-acrcs 
would not take her down, so they must stand by 
\hc cpnscquences; she is a fine man ol^^war at the!* 
worst, and if she comes along-side of the Mon- 
sicurs, w^ll give iheir first-rates a warming. 
Hurrah ! wc arc under sail!’ 
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TroN rcvlsinpr what I wrote for Culliopp, in answer 
tn Dr. Maohifitkl’s dlscouise ao*ainst Christ’s mi- 
racks, I find the arjjunient so connecte d with certain 
* jnis.^ajfes in the of the erreat heathen philosoj)ht r 
Pytha goras, wliich the adversaries of Christianity 
have set up against the sciiptural records of the 
Messias, tluit 1 have been tempted to enlarge upon 
wh:u I gave to that young^lady, by prefacing it with 
tin account of what 1 find ^curiouti in the relations 
of the sophists and biographers touching that cx.tra- 
ordinary man. 

I'he variety of fictions, which the writers, who 
treat of PytlK^#;oras, have interspersed in their ac¬ 
counts, makes it difiicult to trace out any consistent 
story of his life: his* biographers agree scarcely in 
any one fact or date • Porphyry lays he was born 
.at Tyre; J-^rnblichus will have it to be at Sidon, 
probabf^ as teing the more ancient city ; .loscphus 
•paysnt if as hard to fix the jdacc of hif^ifativity, as 
Homer’s, or to asccrtjiin the year qf Ins Ifirth. 
Jainblichiis, ghmeing at the gospel account of the 
birtl^of Christ, says, that when the mother of Py¬ 
thagoras was tvdth child of him, her husband firing 
i^orant of her pregnancy, brought her to the oracle 
at Delphi, and there the prophetess told hinl'thc 
first news of his wife’s havuit;: conceived, and also 
•that*the cjild she th(^ went with, should prove the 
greatest blessing to mankind; that her husband 
thereupon changed her name from* Parthcnls to 
Pythais, and, when the child was born, named him 
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Pythagoras,^ns being foretold by Apollo Pythius, 
for fo, says he, the iiamc signifies ; and adds, that 
there can be no doubt, but the soul of the child 
was one of Apollo’s companions in heaven, and 
came down toy'coinmisbion from him, , W hen this 
and many other fables aie cast out of the account, 
it itj moie-: probable that Pythagoras was bcu’n at 
Samos in the 3d )car of Olymp, xlviii. bSi) yeais 
before C liiist, being the son of jVlnesarchns, an en- 
gravci* ol seals, wliieh Mnesarchus was descended 
Irom liippahius of l^lilius, and mother Pylhais 
from Aiicams, one of the jdanlers of Samos. 

Nature bestowed upon P\thagoias a form and 
person more than ordinaiily comely ; lie ga^e early 
indications of^a mind cajAible oi great exertions, and 
ambitious of cxti'dling in knowledge: the (Jieeks 
had now begun to ojien schooLs lor the public in- 
Siructioii ofjouth; the ludiments of science were 
taught in these seminalies to a degree sufficient for 
the common ]>urposes of liberal cdu,nation, but the 
last fiiribliing for srreh as a.'-pirtd to be adcjits iri the 
superior learning of the tniius was only to be ob¬ 
tained amongst the Kgyjitian and Chaldean sages ; 
to them was the great ic.soit of literary travellers;, 
from their source, Greece had dcrivcOi her‘S n stems 
of theology and natural phllos^jphy. 'J hcF#:) ji^tiansf 
were in possession of' m^py ancient traditions of 
Mosaical orjVin, though disguised*by emblems and 
hieroglyphics, which Greece in adoj)ting was never 
able to dcvc lopc, and of which it in probable the 
Egyjitians themselves had lost the clue: the Cirecks, 
evt» since the time of Cecrojis, had been progres- 
Avely erecting a fabulous and idolatrotis system of 
th(?ology upon this foundation^ U'lie Ktn ptiaos in 
very early time under certain types ana symbols 
had sh&dowe<l out the attributes ot (he deity, the 
great events of the deluge and ic-p^opling of the 
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earth, and these being received by*the Greeks in a 
literal sense, generated in the a injltitudinous 
race of deities with a ^Jlousand chimerical rites and 
ceremonies, which alto^thcr formed so puzzling a 
compound of absurdity, that no two\hi?jking hea¬ 
thens agreed in the same creed : still they, went on 
accumulating error upon error; every philosopher, 
who returned Irom hLgypt, imported some addition 
to the stock, till Olympus was crowded with divi¬ 
nities. If the heathens had ever detined iheii*reli¬ 
gion, and established it upon system, they would 
have destroyed it; but wdiilst every man might think 
for himself, and every man, who thought at all, got 
rid of his difhcultics by supposing there was some 
^ mystery in the case, which he cither di^} not trouble 
hiiiiself to interpret, or interpreted as be saw fit, 
the imposing fabric stood, and, magnified through 
the mists ol error, appeared to have a dignity and 
substance, which upon examination and scrutiny 
would have vanj,stied. 

'I’lfc parents t)l Pythagoras put Mm first under 
the'tuition of Pheiecydcs of Syrus : Pherecydes did 
not die till C)l}mp. nxi'i. so that Diogenes Laer¬ 
tius must he fiagraritly mistaken in saying that Py- 
tliagoiaso stuUfed iinilcr this philosopher till his 
hi^ was very young when he went^i»to Syria 
for this purpose, f^ir he jreturned to Siunos to his 
parents, and atteiP studying some lime under Hcr- 
modamas there, set out upon his travels into 1-gypt 
at the* age of eighteen. At this early age, he Jiad 
acquired all tlie erudition the philosophers of Greece 
coiTld give him ; he had already visited many ciiks 
of Syria, anti prribrmcd his initiations: it is said he 
' had consulted 'Phajes la person, and been advised by 
that sage to prosecute his studies amongst the learned 
Kgy[)tian$ ; but this is doubtful; it is ahogeth^r iiA- 
•?%j)robable that he should depart from Samos at the 
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age of €ighteen^uj>on the patriotic motive ascribed 
to him by Laertius of avoiding the growing tyranny 
of his countryman Polycrates; es]>ecialJy when the 
same biographer informs ui, that he took letters of 
recommciYtiation from Polycrates to JCing Amasis, 
desiring him to give order for Pythagoras’s being 
instructrd by the Egyptian priests, 

\N ith this letter Pythagoras repaired to Anvasis, 
and obtained an order to the pnt sLs, agretahlc to 
the request of Polycrates; with this, he went hrst 
to the priests of llcliopolis ; they declined the exe¬ 
cution of it by referring him to their brethren at 
Memphis, as being their seniors in the sacerdotal 
rank ; these again evaded the oulcr, and dispatched 
him to the Diospolites; ue found these sages as little 
disposed to con^^liance as the prie.sts of llcliopolis 
or Memphis ; iiowcvcr, as the king’s command was 
urgent, they did not think Ht absolutely to disobey 
it, but took a method, which tliey thought would 
answer the same j)urpose, and began by deterring 
and alarming the incjuisitivc youth by their ]f)rcpa- 
ratory austerities; but they hud no common spirit 
to deal with : Pythagoras liud a constitution that 
could endure hardships, and an ambition that no¬ 
thing could daunt; he submitted td the ^.eremony 
of circumcision, and was initiated into their esacre 1 
rites, unintimidated By i**! thc^horrors with which 
they contrived to set them forth.* They began then 
to regird him with more benignity and resj)ect, and 
wheh they found him learning thew* language with 
surprizing rapidity, and conforming to their dis¬ 
cipline with the most rigid exactness, they looiced 
upon him with surprize and admiration ; they now 
resolved to hold nothing back iVotii talents so extra*': 
ordinary and temper so conldrmablc; he learnt theif 
three 'sorts of letters; they admitted him to their 
sacrihees, and disclosed the most secret rites of thcir« 
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religion, mysteries never before imported to any , 
foreigner. He resided in Kgypt a long tixne, during 
which he read the books of the4iincient priests, and 
in them he discoveredi the sources of the Grecian 
theology, and how crroifrous the system was, which 
they had derived from these sources ; fle iC supposed 
henceforth to have held the gods of the V:athen in 
contempt, and to have entertained si5itabletideas*of 
I'lie One Supreme Being. 

Having perfected himself in the geometry and 
astronomy of the Egyptians, and acquired the ol)- 
Servations of (as ^'alerlus Maximus 

expresses it) he determined u])oii exploring new lUid 
more distant scenes in search of knowledge, and 
from Egypt went toBabyhni; his recommendations 
. from Egypt secured him a reception byihe Chaklccs 
and Magi ; here Jie was a (lisci{)le (rf Nazaratus the 
Assyrian, and wc are told by Porphyry, that he 
was j)urilied by Zahratus irom all dciilcments of his 
former life; by what particular modes of discipline 
this purification was eficctcd Porphyry does not 
explain. EVom Babylon he j)ushed his travels into 
Pe rsia, and was instructed by the Magi in their re¬ 
ligion and w'ay of living; from them he received 
those rules of diet which he afterwards prescribed 
to his cKsLiplcs, with various opinions of things, 
clean mid^andean, wlii^i were amongst hi^ ftiaxims: 
th ese conform to tfif present practice of the Brah-^ 
mins, which may well be supposed to have been 
inviolably preserved through that separated and 
sacred*Cast from times of high antiquity ; for what 
inygntion can be devised to secure the longevitjj of 
any system better than that upon wjiich the sac^- 
dotal order of Brahmins is established ? By the 
i^ersian Magi he was iMStructed in many particulars 
ol Jewish knowledge,* chiefly their interpretations 
of dreams. We have Cicero’s authority fdV this 
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pirt of his travels ftk fin, lib, v.) and Valerius 
JVIaviinus says the Pciiian Ma§i taught him a most 
coin;)letc system ethics; that they likewise in^ 
structed him in the niotiors and course.'* of the 
heavenly bodies, their properties and efiects, and 
the influcr‘te^cvery star respectively is supposed to 
have. ' 

in thc'coursA! of these travels hf })as-?cd more than 
twenty years ; he then turned lirs fare homewards, 
taking the i^^le of Crete in his way : In-re and at 
Lacedemon he j)crased their famous codes of laws, 
and having now completed the'grr'it tour of Icience, 
and stored his mind with all the hidden treasures of 


oriental knowledge, he presented himself, for the 
first time, to the admiring eyes of Greece assembled 
at the Olympic Games.' 

A spectacle id doubt it was for universal admi¬ 
ration and icsper't ; an understanding so enriched 
and full ill its meridian vigour was an object that 
the wisest of his contemporaries might look up to 
with veneration little short of ididat y. Pythagoras 
in this attitude, surrounded by the (Grecian sages on 
the ficKl of the Olyinjiic (?a'.nes, whilst every eye 
was fixetl with rapture and delight upon one of the 


most jierfect iorms in nature, began to pour forth 
tTie wonders of Lis doctrine : astonishmeftt seized 


the hcarcfj’s, and almost douV;ting if it wa^a morteft 
that had been discoursing; they with one voice ap¬ 
plauded his wisdom, and demanded by what titld 
he would in futuie be addressed : Pythagoras an¬ 
swered, that their seven sages had '‘taken the name 
of \yisc men or sophists ; for his part he left thjem 
in^possession of a distinction they so well merited; 
^lie wished to be no otherwise remembered or de¬ 
scribed than as a Lovvr of Wi doni ; his,pretensions! 
did not go to the iiosscssirhi of it : and if they 
woul J call him a P/ulosop/uTy he should be contented 
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with the appellation: from this time "the name of.* 
Philosopher became a title of honour amongst the 
learned, whilst that of Sophist ?unk intb universal 
contempt. • ^ 




NUMHKR IX. 


I HAVE observed’*that Pylhagjoras, on his return 
from the East, took the inland of Crete in his way ; 
here he visited the famous j>lnin‘ophcr Epimenides. 
Poiphyryand Jambllchus must be "really out in 
'th'jjr chionOiOi^y when they make Kpilncni<lt's one 
of Pythagoras’s sSholars; Lacitius’s account is more 
probable, wdio says he was one of Pythagoras’s 
masters, which naiuially accounts lor that philo¬ 
sopher’s seeking an inteivicw with him in C'rete, as 
he did afterwarefe with riiciccyt’a^s on his death-bed 
in Syria: in this interview, P\thagoias, no doubt, 
gave an account to Kpimrnides of the many mar¬ 
vellous things he had learnt in his travels, and so 
fSr the disc'olQi mav be said to have instructed his 
master; |j.pimenidcs himself was no small^adept in 
the marvellous, and jfroToagated a sto.y through 
Greece of his haifrtig sle])t fifty-seven-years in a 
cave, and th:it upon waking after his long a-epose 
' he resumed his search for some slicej), which his 
father had sent film upon more than half a cenfury 
beffite ; the story does not say that he found thtsse 
sheep, which probably were now be<Jome more dn- 
fjcult to recover than upon his first search; he re¬ 
turned hov\%ver to hV father’s house, ami was 
rathei: surprized upon discovering a new geneption 
^in possession, who thought no more of epimenides 
VOL. XLI. F • 
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. tlian they die} of,his sheep : this sleeping philosopher 
however fiUed up the gap in his life pretty well, 
for Xenophanes says he lived to one hundred and 
filty-seven years of age ; and the (-retails, who ate 
liars upon record, stretch thVir account to two hun¬ 
dred anil 7^hi?ty-nine years, modestly sto])])ing short 
of three ' ciituries. Deducting therefore filty-scven 
years of"sleep, during which he probably made no 
great advances in science, he might have occasion 
to go to school when he waked, and, though an old 
man, might be a young scholar under Pythagoras, 
if the credibility of the above suny can once be 
admitted. 

From the Olympic Games, Pythagoras repaired 
to Samos, and ojiened school in a place called in 
the time of Antipho, (who is quoted by Laeitius) 
Pj/i/tasorcE llcmtnfclus. Here he began a ])raciicc 
lie continued in Italy, of retiring to a cave without 
the town for the purpose of study, but in fact the 
idea was, like most otliers of his, oriental: hermits 
have it to this day, and if mortideation is ured to 
recommend religion, solitude muy lie cliosen to set 
off wisdom. Pythagoras in** a cave, vis'ited in the 
dead of night with awful reverence and credulity, 
niight pu.ss stories upon his hearers, v^hich he could 
not risque in the tace of the sun and the sticcts of 
the city.' . 

He was not, however, ib far sequestered from the 
concerns of the world, as to enjoy liimselt in his 
cftvc under the tyranny of Polycrates, now* more 
ojipTcssive than at his departure tor Kgypt. He 
the 'cupon resolved to go into Italy, and took Delos 
^ inf’his way ; lure he wrote the verses on the sepul¬ 
chre of Apollo, which Porphyry records : from 
Delos he passed to Phil us, |hc ancient country of 
his fajmily, and at Plilius, Cicero informs us he 
expounded several points of, his new philosophy to 
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the tyrant Leo, -who being struck with hjs doctrine, * 
demanded of him what branch scieace he prin¬ 
cipally professed: Py^iagoras replied that he pro- . 
fessed none, but was ap 'philosopher: the name was 
new to Leo, and he desired to be iilfo^cd of its 
signification, and wherein philosophers diVered from 
other [)rofessors of the learned sciences : rj^hagoras 
answered, ‘ that it appeared to him men were drawn 
to different objects and pursuits in life, as the Creeks 
were to their Olympic Gaines, some for glory,’’some 
•for gain; at the ^sadic time,’ says he, ‘ you must 
have observed that others attend without any view 
to either, for curiosity and armiscment only; so we, 
who are travellers and adventurers, as it were, from 
another .lilc and another* nature, ccyne amongst 
mankind, indiff’(;rent to the ordinary allurements of 
aval if c or ambition, and studious of nothing but of 
the truth and essence of things: such may be called 
Lovers of W isdom, or in one word Philosophers; 
and, like the u|jconcenied sj>ectators above describ¬ 
ed, Hhvc no others to pursue, but the acquisition of 
knowledge and the rational enjoyments of a con¬ 
templative mind.’—In*this reply he glances at his 
jjoctrinc of the Metempsycosis, 

In his progress towards Italy Pythagoras went to 
S)clplii, <iliat he migl^ give the more authority to 
his precepts upon the jj^etcnce of his having re¬ 
ceived them from ^fie priestess 'I'heoclea: 

In Italy he established himself for the rerhainder 
of his life, and* taught there forty years, wanting 
one, in his colleges at Metapontum, tlcraclea, and 
Croton. He staid twenty ^^cars aJ Croton beli^rc 
he went to Metapontum; Milo, the famous OlymJ^ 
**f)ic victor, was one his scholars at the former*of 
these places. The iime of his doctrines* drew a 
prodigious resort to his college; no dess than 
hundred disciples at one time attended his^ lectures 
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nightly : ljc*iTnposed rules of preparation and a sys¬ 
tem of discipline ^pr his students, admirably con¬ 
trived to inspire them with veneration for his j)erson, 
^ind to train their minds to <he exercises of patience 
and respccjt le.he prescribed a probationary silence of 
five yearsj- during which initiation they were not 
on-ce aejinitted to the sight of their master, who in 
the mean time, like an invisible and superior spirit, 
goveined them after the most absolute manner by 
inanoatcs, which they never heard but through the 
channel of his subordinate agents: at length they 
were ushered with much ceremony into the awful 
presence. Such a coiu'ic of discipline could not 
fail to prepare every mind, capable ot undergoing 
It, for the tiY-jirvcllous stcu'ies, which at certain times 
he introduced in/o his hctiires touching the doctiine 
of the Metcmpsycosis, and the revelation of his own 
divinity: he scrupled not to tell them, that he was 
the Apollo of the llyperborcans, and he corroborated 
his assertion by expobing to vicw^Jiis thigh com¬ 
posed of solid gi'ld ; his iood, which wasol th^sim¬ 
plest sort, was conveyed to,him in his recess in a 
maimer so secret, that he v\as not discovered to be 
subject to the common appetites and necessities of 
liiiman nature; his person was must comely and 
commaaling, and his dicsso^’studied clccirUncss an^* 
simplicity ; he was aiwa’ps clad in milk-white gar¬ 
ments < f the purest wool ; he tbUl them his soul 
had parsed through several antecedent forms, and 
thatjt had oiiginally received from .Mercuryj^-w^hen 
it inhabited the body of AMhalides (son of that 
G(?d) the privilege of migrating alter the deatlfof 
’one body into that of another, with the faculty of 
remembering all the actions o^^’its piactciicnt states j- 
that these transmigrations woic not imfiicdiate, but 
after intervals, in which his soul visited the regions 
of the other world, and was admitted to the society ^ 
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of departed spiiits; that in virtue of this preroga-' 
tivc, it ])assed alter sfniie lime lioin ilie body of 
/lUhaliues into that ot Ku])li(»rbfir, Avho'was wound¬ 


ed by Mendaiis at thtf of'Troy, and in his per¬ 
son was conscious of what had occi^ied in tha** of 
its predecessor; that it next appeared Vn earth in 
the person of I Icrinotiinus, who f^ave pilots of^his 
reininisccncc by appealing to tlie snield ^spended 
in the tcmjdc of Ajxdlo by tlic hands of Menclaus; 
from llcrniotiinus it yiasscd into fine Pyrrhus a fisher¬ 
man, ictaining the like consciousness; and lastly, it 


* had lodged itseUVvhcre it now was, possessing all tlie 
accumulated recollection of its past transmigrations. 

I-'aring as these Hetions were, still they were cre¬ 
dited ; lor the j)o\vcrs of liis mind were wonderful, 
and thc'authonty he had established ot^er his hcaiers 
by sui>eiior \vi«iom and ingcnioiTs device was uii- 
boupded ; tlie curious researches of bis study in the 
Kast, and the passion he had there contracted for the 
marvellous and supernatural, inspired him with the 
ambhion ol j'^ssing hiiUvSelf upon the w'orld lor 
something above human ; he had trained on the cre¬ 
dulity ot his tiiscij)ltft with such art, that he found 
it would bear whatcvcr*lic thought proper to imjiosc; 
Jic was .sensible he transcended all men living in wis¬ 
dom, and he resolved to asiumc a supciior^ty ot na¬ 
ture filsd^ 'i’hc idea tf transmigration not start¬ 
ed by Py tliagora.^* it of eastern origin, but too 
lar out of Slight tor aiiv then alive to tiace k to its 
souic^: he told his scholais he sliould rcvistt the 
caith in two hflndred and six yeais altcrhis deafh. 

J)octrines like these were haul to be icccived^^ut 
he Fo well balanced fiction with truth, that they* 
could not he scjiaratcd at the time; the strong for- 
‘lificd*the \^ak so eifcYtually, that both tocHc jdace 
together; in mathematics, astronomy^ and^moral 
plulosopliy, he was an unrivalled mastei; his golden 
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■X'crses clcscrveu tbc name : his principles were tern- 
pel ate, ino^al, humane, and above all things pa- 
cilVm£{ and'conciliacorv: when he admitted a tlis- 
‘clple into his presence, he toc;k him ever after into 
his most cordial friendship arid contidence, and men 
cstecn’.ed it*t}fe hij-hest honour of their lives to have 
passed thf^r probation in the school of Pythagoias, 
and to Id/ allowed access to his j^erson. 

After lie bad staid twenty 3 ears at Croton, he re¬ 
moved to N'lefaponturn, where he had a magnificent 
bouse, which w^as afterwards converted into a tem¬ 
ple to C'ere«:, and a school whicl was called the 
Museum: here he was visited by the famous Abaris, 
priest of tbc Hyperborean Apollo; and his fabulous 
historians give out, that,having taken Abaris’s ar¬ 
row', he rode upon it through the air to ^’au^omi- 
niurn in one ilay’, though distant frerrn Metapontum 
some day's sailing. Hearing that his aged master 
Phcrecydes was dying of a loathsome disease in 
Delos, he w'ent thither, and exerted all his art to re¬ 
cover him; and, when he w^as deadj having bjiried 
him w'ith all the ceremonies due to a father, he re¬ 
turned to Italy. T his instance of friendship is the 
last public action J find rc^corded in his life: the 
manner of his death is variously reported, as w'ell 
as the age at which lie died; the most profiablc ac* 
count fixesst at eighty^ ycarsV *^8 to the ca^fastfophe 
of his death, the rdation nSbst to credited informs 
us, that one Cylon of Croton, a rich, ambitious^ 
and disorderly man, having offered himself to the 
college and been rejected by Pythagdras, was so en¬ 
raged thereby, that having collected a hired mob, he 
assaulted the house of Milo, when Pythagoras and 
his disciples were thcie assembled, and burnt the 
house with every body in it, tVo or threy cxccjited, 
who ngrrowly escaped. Pytlfagoras, to whom his 
disciples even in the last extremity paid a filial reve- 
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rcnce and attention, was solicitec\ to make his esi* 
cape ; but not being willing to expose hftnself to the 
people, as a fugitive anxious l6 preserve life, when 
his iViends -were on Ae point of perishing, he re¬ 
sisted their intreaties, and was burnt to death. 'To 
this acrouiit 1 incline; but others cmit^d, that he 
escaped from the flames, and w'as killed pursuit; 
some relate that he took refuge in the Mulfes* 
pie at Mctapontiim, where heing kept irom victuals 
forty days he was starved; and other historians, 
^with as little probability on their side, say, that 
being pursued i«to a bean-plot, he there stopped, 
because he w'^ould not pass over prohibited ground, 
and yielded his throat to the pursuers. After his 
death, his surviving discjplcs were dispersed into 
(ircece and the neighbouring countries. 

'i llns perishejfl Pylhagoias, thtf Samian philoso¬ 
pher, fouinler of the Italian school, and the great 
luminary of the heathen world. 


NUMBER X. 


I-Iaving in ray two fncceding papers Seen at some 
pains in collecting an account of the life of Pytha¬ 
goras, from the many various unconncctcvd parti- 
culauB scattered up and down in the works of the 
sophists and biographers touching that extraordinary 
nftui, I now come to my main object, in whicji 1 
desire the reader’s attention, whilst I attempt 
^fchew in what manner the heathen writers have 
applied tlipse particulars in opposition tcf the life 
and actions of Christ; this w^ill be the subjecl of 
the present paper; in my next 1 purpose to con- 
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•clude by ansVvcning those arguments on which 
modern cavillers have grounded their reasonings 
against the 'gospel miracles; a subject to which I 
have been led l3y i.)r. Mac-IViddel's discourse, of 
which some notice has been taken in former pa])ers. 

It has bg^n‘unfortunate for Pythagoras, that the 
writers otHuliaifs time, to pay court to the empe¬ 
ror,' shot id have corrupted their account of him 
with so many fictions and absurdities; for he was 
truly I) very wojidcrful man : but when they under¬ 
took to df!j)reciate the charactci: of C hrist, his doc- 
tnnes and miracles, ascribing actions to Pytha¬ 
goras equal, or, as they conceived, superior to what 
Christ had done u])on earth, thc}^ were driven to 
strange resources in deityyig their ])hilosopher; for, 
in fact, the time was rather past for those delusions; 
deification after 6eath was the mos\ that could be 


attempted, and even the Jif/i/fw Sidus held its place 
in the heavens by a precarious tenure ; at the same 
time an apotheosis would not serve their ])urpose ; it 
W’^as necessary to make Tylhagoras a'god or thcrSon 
of a god, and to give him a supernatural birth frotn 
the womb of a virgin: their‘next business was to 


invent him wdth tlie power 'of w'orking miracles ; 
but here some stubborn facts laid in iljeir way ; he^ 
had visited F.pimcnidcs in his last sickness without 
being abl^ t«> prolong his life^ they were dPrivAi to^ 
ridiculous resources; and j •'taking. A baris’s arrow 


in aid, ^ent their philosopher upon it through th« 
air from Metapontum to 'rauiorninium ; because 
Christ had walked on the sea, Pythagoras rode 
through the skies; because Christ had been forty 
dajfSi lasting in 4he wilderness, Pythagoras was to 
be .forty days without food in the 'Temple of the 
Muses at Metapontum ; becajlse Christ;descended 
into. Hades, and rose again from the dead, and ap¬ 
peared upon ^earth, Pythagoras descended to the 
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shades below, remained there a complete year, saw 
Homer, Hesiod, and other departtd spirits*, returned 
upon earth wan and cn^aciated, and reported what • 
he had seen in full asscm^bly of his disciples, whilst 
his mother, by his special direction bite c his de¬ 
scent, registered upon tablets all that pasN^d, and 
noted the times of his temporary dcaAr aiic\rcsuf- 
rection ; to carry on the competition, he wa.s made 
to allay winds, tempest.'^, and earthquakes, to cure 
diseases, whether of mind or body, and to foretcl 
td certain fishermen, wdiom he found at work, how 
many fish they s&ould inclose in their net : the 
reader, who has consultevl Vovphyry and Jambii- 
chus, wdll call to mind other comcidcncies. 

V^'ith what superior, whal ineontestihie strength 
of evidence does tj^e disciple of C'liriit meet the dis- 
cij)Ic of l^ythi'goras in this c oinparisoii between 
their masters ! i'lie heathen teacher was almost a 


miracle of cnulilion ; he tra\cised the I' ast in pur¬ 
suit of science, i^id collected knowlcvlgc, wherever 


it was*to be found, with 


uni emit ting industry ; 


Christ lived in pri\acy and obscurity, educated only 
in the humble tiade and occupation of his parents, 
to^whom he was obedient and desoted, till beset 
out upon the functions of his mission. 'J’he person 
oii the JirstfW'as captivat^ig and comely, jnft to be 
approached but with^awe pd adoration, with pre¬ 
paratory penances tffid rigid initiations, with every 
artifice to set him oH that human wit could dcvisjc; 


the othSr was dt,s)$/svd drd nyri feJ of the sim¬ 

plest and the meekest being that e\er walked tlje 
eartJF; conversing fiecly with all mep, presenting 
himself to the poor and lowly, to women and tu^ 
little cliildren ; in him was fio fmn of cowiim.'iji that 
men should Tlesirc ; ni ariiiicc or trick to catch 
apjdause or to excite surpriic : if he cxtvciscJ his 
miraculous power in healing the iulinu, or re^'iving 
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the dead, he did It in silence, and under injunction, 
of secrecy, directing men to pay their thanks to 
God alone, and forbiddingi them even to call him 
good. No magic numbers, nor mystic symbols 
obsciircd'4iiw doctrines, but he delivered the simple 
system cK lus pure mor?lity in little easy anecdotes, 

tire capacity, and fitted to the memory of 
the poorest and most illiterate. Frorn such he chose 
his dibCiples, that the wisdom of t/tis -world might have 
no share in his ministry, and he rested upon the 
"iveakcst agents the task of preaching and propagac- 
ing the sublimest religion. Gloomy enthusiasts have 
buried themselves in desarts and caverns of the earth 
to brood in solitude and spend their days in j^enances 
itnd prayei< ; ambitious innovators have-been Car¬ 
ried to the highest pitch of human greatness by 
becoming founders of a new religion ; but Christ 
taught his disciples neither to shun society, nor to 
disturb authorities; he told thenr indeed that they 
iiliould die for the faith they ])rofesscd, but it was 
not the death of soldiers, but of martyrs, they 
should sulfer, and these j>rccepts lie confirmed by 
his own example, being led Lkv a lamh to the slaug^h^ 
la- \ if they who profess his religion wcic to practise 
it. Universal Love and Benevolence would obtain 
upon cSirih, -t * 

But of the interniil ciklenc^s of Christ’s religion 
I am not now to speak i so long as the distinctions 
between good and evil exist, these can need no de¬ 
fence ; if men agree in the one, Irhey cannot differ 
or dispute about the other. With regard to the 
^gospel account of Chiist’s miracles, 1 may fie al¬ 
lowed, in general, to observe, that these forgeries of 
^Porphyry and Janiblichua in imilation of theio, 
wairant a fair presumplidn, that if these writers 
oouJtl hav'£ disjiroved the authority of the Evange¬ 
lists and controverted the matter ot fact, they would 
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not have resorted to so indecisive ajid circuitous a 
mode of opposing them, as this which wi arc now 
examining:: men of such learniri^ as thftse writers 
would not have risqued*extravagant fictions, merely 
to keep way with a history which they had more 
immediate means of refuting : on the ot ^cr hand, 
if their absurdity should lead any man to^-juppose 
that they forged these accounts by way of^)aro(fy 
and in ridicule of the gospels, the accounts them¬ 
selves give the strongest evidence to the cont^ry, 
and it is clear beyond,a doubt, tliat both Porphyry 
and Jamblichus ni^an to be credited in tlreir histo¬ 
ries of Pythagoras, as seiiously as Philostratus does 
in his of Apollonius I'yancus. 

• This will more fully app.ear by referring to the 
tircumstanccs that occasioned these hitftoiies to be 
written. • ^ 

Christ having performed his miracles openly and 
before so many witnesses, it is not found that the 
matter of fact w^as ever questioned by any who lived 
in that»age: on tfte coiitrar)", wc see it was acknow¬ 
ledged by his most vigilant enemies, the Pharisees : 
they did not deny the rniracle, but they ascribed it 
to the aid of the prince*of the devils; so weak a 
si/bterfugc a;, aiest tlie evidence of their own senses 
probably satisfied neither themselves nor others ; if 
it nad,*this accusation sorcery (being «sapital by 
their law, and alsfvby theff of the Romaws) would 
have been heard of, when they were so much to 
seek for crime?, wherewfith to charsfe him on ’his 
trial: if any man (hall object, that this is arguing 
out •f the gospels in favour of the gospels, 1 coui- 
tend that this matter of fact docs not* rest solely oiS 
gos|)cl evidence, but also upon collateral historic 
proof; for tl^is very argument of the Pharisees, and 
this onlys is made use' of by those Jews, wjhonx 
Celsus brings in arguing against the Christian reli- 
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gion ; and lhor,e Jews, on this very account, rank 
Christ wi\i» Pythagoras; and I challenge the cavil- 
lei's ascain.H CJirist’s miracles either to controvert 
what is thus a^^serted, or tQ, produce any other argu¬ 
ment of .le\vish origin, except this ascribed to the 
Pliariscci^ln'the gospel, either from Cclsus, as above 
mentioPwd, or any other writer. 

C^els\«s, ]t is well known, wa.s a very learned man, 
and wrote in the time of Adrian, or something 
litteu ; this was not above, fifty years after the date 
of C'hrist’s miracles, ('elsus did not controvert tl>e 


accounts of them, who were wifhcsscs of the mira^ 
rlcE, nor attcmjH to sliew any inconsistence or chi¬ 
canery in the iucts themselves; he takes up at 
second hand, the old Pharisaical arfjument of ascrib- 
iiig them td the power of the devil : In short, they 
were jjerfonnecl, he cannot deny it; there was no 
trick or artifice in the j)crformance, he cannot dis¬ 
cover any ; the accounts of them arc no forgeries, 
he cannot confute them; they arc recent histories, 
and their authenticity'too notorious to be called into 
question; he know's not how the miracles were 
])erformcd, and therefore they wore done by^lhe in¬ 
vocation of the devil; he cannot patiently look on 
and see that learning, so long the gkjiy of all civi¬ 
lized ncUions, and which he hirn.self was^to ap err’- 
nent degr«5r ]>ossessed‘of,^;i<nv brought into disgrace 
by a new religion, pri>fes'5ing tt»be a divine revela¬ 
tion, and oi initiating from amongst the meanest and 
most odious of all llie provincial ryitions, and pro¬ 
pagated by di.‘<ciple«, who were as much despised 
and hated by the Jews in general, as the Jews firerc 
By all other [Jbople. Unable to disprove the ac¬ 
count, and at a lo>s how to parry it from hjjarsay;, 
or from w hat he fimis in foj^cr write* .s, he has no 
atlier^resource but to bzing iorward again those ca¬ 
villing Pharisees, and roundly to assert in genera! 
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terms, (wlilch he does more than on#e) that these, 
intrudes are all the trU‘l;» of a .inrrrirr, and'for this he 
cxpfcts the world should take his authotity. 

J liavc said that Census adduces neither oral nor ' 
written authority against Christ’s miracles; hut ( 
am well aware it may he said, (and modern cavil¬ 
lers will aflect to say it with triumph) that autho¬ 
rities are silent on the subject; f/icrc arc rihic ivhich 
inafa' moiliou of iitesv v/zraefes, at leant nnac hacr come 
(lnL'71 to oar tlfucn ^— If this .silence implies a w-jnt of 
collateral evidence, which, in the opinion of our 
"modern disbclieaw’s, vitiates the authenticity (>f the 
gospel, how much stionger would the argument 
have hern in (VImis’s time than in ours! Why does 

i# 

he not a\ail himself of it: .And why does he take 
such piiiDs to controvert accounts of w4iich no man 
had ever spoken«eithci in proof or disproof? Alay it 
not be fairly jiresunicd, that he forl'iears to urge it 
from plain conviction, tliat it would operate the 
contrary ivay to wluit he wished, and that the 
reaso^ avhy coiftemporary writers were silent, was 
not because thev weie ignorant of the facts, but 
because they eould not confute them Here then 
we will leave the case for the ]>rcsont; the heathen 
i^Tileis, c(^ it^mponiry with ('hiist, make no men* 
tion of his miracles ; they arc interested to disprove 
them? aiW they do nol^dlspro\e tlrem; modern un¬ 
believers think ihi^#i reasSSi that these miracles were 
never performed; Celsus writes fifty years ai'tcr the 
time, lu ver urges tills silence us an argument for 
their non-existt*ncc, but virtually, nay cxprc%sly, 
adj^nits (diri^^t’s miracles, by setting up Pythagoms’s 
in competition with them. • ^ 

Neither is it Pythagoras alone he compares to 
K^hritft, he^tates ihc^criormanccs of Aristeas Pro- 
connesiiis mul Abaris^also. Of Aristeas, tl^e first 
account we have is in Herodotus, ancl he gives it 
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only upon h'^arsay : he relates that it was reported 
of him, that he died at Proconnesus, and appeared 
there seveii years ^after, and having written some 
verses, disappeared ; hut tbal* two or three hundred 
years after, he had ajipearetl again at Metapontum, 
where, b^^sp'ccial direction of Apollo, he was wor¬ 
shipped >fs a god : of Abaris, Celsus relates, that he 
rode tblough'the air on an arrow, passing over 
mountains and seas in his passage out of Scythia 
into Greece, and back again into Scythia. 

H f.ncc it came to pass that other heathen writers, 
after the example of Celsus, published their ac¬ 
counts ot Pythagoras and Apollonius'T'yanens; not 
so much for the purpose of giving the histories of 
those persons, as to set them up in opposition to 
Christ and his discijdes. Porphyry composed the 
history of Pythagoras, after he h:.d written fifteen 
books professedly against the Christian religion ; 
these were suppressed by the C.hristlan emperors 
who succeeded Galicnus, in whose time Porphyry 
wrote his history of Pythagoras rh the island of 
Sicily, whither he retired in disgust with the Em¬ 
peror for his favour to the Christians, and would 
have put himself to death <vith his own hand, if 
Plotinus had not prevented him. (ialienus sool. 
died, and the succeeding emperors being 'disposed! 
to perscclii^. the Christians, Porphyry pubashffd his 
history. J.amblichus published* his account of Py¬ 
thagoras in the reign of the Emperor Julian, with 
whom he was in high favour, as the letters of that 
Emperor sufficiently testify, llicrocles also, in the 
tim/i of Dioclcsian, published two books against the 
Christian religion under the title of PkilaU'liws^ and 
for these was jjromoted by Galerius from being 
chief jwdgc at Nicomedia t5 the government of 
Alexandria, These books 4re now lost, but we 
are inlbrmeihby Eusebius they weie mostly copied 
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from Celsus, and set up Aristeas, Pyftia^oras, and. 
Apollonius Tyaneus against Chrjjit, whom, he says, 
the C'hristians, on account of his doing*a few Ura* 
call a God, and*<yncludes with these words, ’ 
viz. • That it is worth considering tha^. those things 
of Jesus are boasted of Peter and Paul, and some 
Others of the like sort, liars and illiteriite iinpas¬ 
tors ; but for thcje things of Apollonius, %ve have 
Maximus and Damis, a philosopher, who lived with 
him, and Philostratus, men eminent for their learn¬ 
ing and lovers of truth.’ 

As for these w'ftnesses to Philostratus’s legrcnd of 
Apollonius, Maximus’s minutes go no farther than 
to two or three ycrirs of Apollonius’s life passed at 
iEgse, vyhen he W'a^ about twenty years old; and 
what he had fiom Daims was a table-book of mi¬ 
nutes, which a nameless man, pretending to be a 
relation of Damis, brought to Julia the mother and 
wife of Caracallii, and were by her given to the 
Sophist Philos^tratus to dress up in handsomer 
langilage. 

Such are the authorities for the legend of Philo- 
stratus, written above, a hundred years after the 
death of Apollonius, who died a few weeks after 
fee Empcv jf •Domitian, in the year of Christ f)6. 
JThis^p^llonius was the sect of Pytha^ras, and 
the patroness of Phuc^iatus’s *histofy was the 
monster Julia, xiUJlher and wife to the detestable 
Caracalla. 
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NUMBER XI. 


It seems natural to suppose that any rrrcat and 
revelation of the Divine should be au¬ 

thenticated to mankind by evidences proportioned 
to the Importance o( the communication. C'hris- 
tians contend that in the purity and perfeftion of 
their rch^ifion, as it was taught by Christ, and in 
the miracles which he performed on earth whilst he 
was tcachinr*, full and sufficient evidences are found 
of a Divine Revelation. 


As for the religion of Christ it speaks for itself, 
the book is open v/hich contains it, and however it 
may ha\e degenerated in piacticc through the cor¬ 
ruption of them who profess it, there seems no dif¬ 
ference ol opinion in the world as to the puruy and 
pertection of Us principles: pf these evidences ihcrc- 
iore, which are generally called internal, 1 have no 
need to sjieak. 

Js it iiyt possible to make,the same dirciyt appea’ 


to the imriiTjles as to the ^^*Jigic»n of Christ ? Many 
centuries have revolved itincc they have ceased; 
nature‘has long since resumed her course, and re- 
tains^ no traces of tiiem ; their evidences therefore 




are hot, like those ot C'hrist^s religion, internal, but 
hisli)rical; it must, however, be acknowledged, that 
they are historical evidences of the strongest sort, 
for the historians were eyc-\^inic.sscs of wluU they 
relate, nnd their relations agrp. 

Jt i^^ easy therefore, to see,* that if the system of 
Christianity is to be attacked, it is in this part only 
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the attack is to be expected. Thih has accordingly 
taken place in three difterent periods, j«id in three 

different modes. ^ . 

The unbelieving JevK, contemporary with Christ, 
before whose eyes the miracles were performed, 
could not dispute their being done, but they at¬ 
tempted to criminate the doer by accusin^Jiim f)f a 
guilty communiciition with evil spirits, ascribing 
liis suiicrnatural deeds to the power of the devil. 
J'he heathens, who had not ocular demonstration, 

• but could not cojitest facts so well established, mai’e 
their attack upon his miracles, by instancing others 
who had done tinners altogether as wondertaJ, viz. 
Pythagoras, Aburis, Apollonius, and otlieis. 

'I^hus the matter rested for many ag^s, till modern 
caviileis withii^ the pale of the i('hri5tlari church 
struck upon a new argument for an attack ujioii 
Christ’s miracles; and this argument having been 
woven Into a late j>ubl!catioi), whose historical 
merit puts it i^to general circulation, many retailers 
oi infidelity, (and J)r. Mac-lntklel amongst the rest) 
have caught at it as a diocovery of imporrance, and 
us they have contrived to connect it with topics of 
more erudition than the generality of people are 
furnish td wiVn, on whom they practise, it bus been 
’pro^aggted witli som# success, wjiere it lias had the 

advantage of not being jwulcrstood. 

The strength ^f thus argument lies In the disco¬ 
very, that contemporary authorities arc silent on 
the Subject of*Clirist\s miracles: naturalists ajjd the 
authors, who record all curious and extraordinary 
events of their own or of preceding times, mHlv%no 
mention of the wonderful things which C hrist iw^ 
said, to have done ii» the land oi .1 udiea; in short, 
the Evangelists are le^ft alone in the account, and yet 
some things arc related by them too generaWin tlieir 
extent, and too wonderful in their nature^ to have 

u 3 
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been passed over in silence by these authors, or in 
other words not to have had a place in their col¬ 
lections : the elder Pliny and Seneca they tell us 
were living at the time of Christ’s passion ; the 
Kvangelists relate, that there was darkness over the 
face of the earth wheu Christ gave up the ghost, 
and this c'arkness was miraculous, being out of the 
course oi nature, and incidental to the'divinity of 
the person, who was then offering up bis life f^or 
the reuemption of mankind. Against the veracity 
of the gospel account relative to this particular pro¬ 
digy the attack is pointed ; and they argue, that if 
it extended over the wluJe earth, elder Pliny and 
Seneca, with all others who were then living, must 
have noticed it; if it wa's local to the province of 
JudcEa, men of their information must have heard 
of it: each of these philosoj)hers has recorded all 
the great phsenomena of nature which his curiosity 
and care (ould get together, and Pliny, in particu¬ 
lar, has devoted an entire chapter to eclipses of an 
extraordinary nature, yet does not mention this at 
the Passion : the detection of light which followed 
C’aesar’s murder, was not to hz com[vared with what 
the gospel relates of the preternatural darkness at 
the 1‘assion, and yet most of the wiitcis of that age 
have recor led the former evert, whilst all silent 
as to the laticr—lt/tirfforc /^^did ffot happen, 

'I'his 1 believe is a fair state of tfie argument, and 
if tlicre be any merit in the discovery, it certainly* 
rests ^ith the moderns; lor neither* Celsus, Por¬ 
phyry, nor his disciple Jamblichiis, have struck 
upon it, though the first-mentioned wrote against 
.Christianity in tlie time of Adrian, who succeeded 
to the empire eighty years aftcr/^hrist’s j)assion-; as 
for Seneca, he died about th;rty years, and elder 
Pliny th'^ee and forty years after C'hrist. 

The fathers of the church, it seems, arc divided 
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in opinion as to the darkness a! (Christ’s passion 
being general to the whole ercth, or .local only to 
.KuUea. As the decision of this point does not af-r 
foct ihc general qucstil^n, the abettors of the argu¬ 
ment arc willing to admit with Origen, Beza, and 
otluM’s, that the prodigy should be understood as 
local to that pa’^t of the w^orld, to whicU'^^is c«her 
miracies were confined, and to whose conviction, if 
it really happened, it is natural to suppose it should 
be sj^ecially addressed. 

• 7\llowing thi|^, these reasoners contend that it 
must of ncccssit}^ have been ieported to Rome, and 
tiiat report must have been known to Seneca and 
elder riin)', and, being known, must have been re¬ 
corded -by one or both.* 'I'hesc pgsitions merit 
examination. . • 

'J'he first point to be taken for granted is, that 
the miracle of the three hours darkness upon the 
])assion of Christ must necessarily have been rc- 
jmrtcil to RomgL': this report was cither to come in 
the state dispatches of the IVocurator Pilate to the 
Court of I'lberius, or from private communications: 
of the probability of Rie first case the reader must 
Judge for himself from circumstances; it is merely 
^matter of speculation : it involves a doubt at least, 
^vfee^heiithe Procuratc# w'^ould nq^ scewrefsons per¬ 
sonal, as well as politicagainst reporting to the 
court an event, which at best tended to Ins own 
crimination, and which, if he had delivere'd it for 
truth* might have alarmed the jealousy, or roused 
th^ resentment of his sovereign. The idea enter¬ 
tained by the Jews of <lcUverance from the Ronmn 
yoke by their expected Messias. was too general to 
have-escaped the krRiwledgc of their watchful ty¬ 
rants, and lit docs not| sccni likely any Roman go¬ 
vernor of that province would be forward to^report 
an}^ miracle, or miracles, that had reference to a 
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person, whp having set up a new religion declared 
himself that.very Vessias, which the Jewish pro¬ 
phecies loretolcl should appear ^to extirpate the Cien- 
tile iilolatry ; if this ])c a f-eason for the Roman 
rroemutor in Judaea to be silent on the subject, it is 
no Jess so lor the people of Rome to reject the re- 
j)OKs of Christians themselves, it they ventured 
any; and as for the unbelieving Jews, it is not to 
be expected they would contribute to spread the 
eviden’ce.s <;i C-hrist’s divinity. 

The next j)oint to he taken for c^ranted in the ar- * 
gurneiit under cxarmnatlon is, tliat this report, if 
actually mu<le, must have been known to the phi- 
]()so])her Scncca, and the naturalist Pliny ; and J 
tiiiiik it may .fairly be allowed, that an event of this 
sort could not wtoll fail of coining tg the knowledge 
of Seneca, and even of l^liny (tlioiigh he died forty- 
three years after the time), if the goveinmcnt in 
Tiberius's reign had been made acejuainted with it 
by authority, and had taken no mt^isurcs for sup¬ 
pressing it, or any acrouals j)ublishcd at the‘time 
respecting it; for after all, it must l)e observed that 
this event not being found in Pliny’s Natural tlis- 
tory, nor in Seneca’s Kn(]uiries, does not by anj^ 
means decide the question against uny occountFf' 
being published- \?nt leaves ibsstiil open to ( 4 ffnjc«tnro< 
(and with rbme reason), iviat such accounts might 
have been suppressed by the heathen emperors. 

But waving any furtlicr discussion of this point, 
we ^ill pass to the third and last positlorf; in 
which it is presumed, that if this preternatural 
eclipse at Christ’s passion was known to Seneca 
and Pliny, one Or both must have recorded it in 
their works. •? • • 

This J think is begging a c^uestion ve. y hardly to 
be‘gradated ;*lbr tliei^e writers must have stated the 
event, either as a thing credible, or doubtful, or in- 
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credible; they must either have grounded it upon 
authority, or reported it upon hearsay ; they must 
have admitted it with ks date and circumstances at 
the very crisis when it h^)pencd, and in that case 
what would have been the consequence of such a 
publication ? The Christians would naturally have 
made the application to the passion of Chri'i, and 
how dangerous was it for a heathen to admit a fact 
open to such an interpretation ? A Roman phi^so- 
pher, giving a serious history of extraordinary and 
pYodigious events, twould make his court but ill to 
a heathen persecuting emperor, by admitting this 
into the account, unless it w'as to confute it : now 
this does not appear to have been in contemplation 
.with Seneca or Pliny in any part of thek writings; 
each of these authors tells us what*he credits and 
wishes to be credited, not what he disbelieves and 
wishes to confute : the defection of light at the 
time of Caesar’s death was the creed ol the court; 
the hi.storians, njfturalists, and even the poets, cele¬ 
brated that phacnomenon, and it did not lose in 
their relations; but in the case of the darkness at 


C hrist’s death, a 


believer in Him and his miracles 


djaws a stronger argument for his belief from the 
s^mce of Seneca and Pliny, than any caviller can 
iil®l^agaiii*t it from the €amc drewwsWBV'-e^: if we 
admit they knew it|^and did not record it, arc 
we not belter founded in supposing they were silent, 
because they could not controvert the fa6t, than our 
opponents are in saying it did not pass, because 
tbejj^do not mention it ? It is too much to require 
of witnesses, that they should depose to a fadt 
which is to convict themselves: 1 must therefore 


appeal "to llic candid rd'adcr, whether a philosopher 
writing in t%e court qf Nero, who had chargctl 
the C'hriKtians with the burning of Roiile, anfl was 
deviling terrible and unheaid-of modes of tofturing 
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them iipCMi this charge, uho had beheaded Paul and 
crucified Peter for preaching Christ and the re¬ 
demption of mankind earned by his Passion ; whe¬ 
ther a heathen philosophcfr, 1 say, writing at this 
very time an account of extraordinary, but what he 
delivers as true, events in nature, would venture 
u])on pitting into his account a miracle, tending to 
ronfirin the divine nature and mission of that per¬ 
son, whose immediate tollowers were then sufferinff 
under the most determined persecution ? No heathen 
W'riter in his senses would h'dvf ventured to give 
biK.Ii an account. Peter and Paul declared for the 
miracle, and were martyred for their doctrine ; the 
gospel account declared for the miracle, and no one 
Homan writer controverted the assertion-; this wa§ 
the time lor !*cncca, for Pliny 9 nd other heathen 
writers to cry out against the glaring fiction, * Do 
the C.;hribtians say there was a gcncial darkness when 
their master expired? We appeal to the fact against 
them ; it reached not us at Rornef* the light ol that 
day was like the light of other days : Do they say 
it w^as partial to Judaea only ? Be it so ! \^ e meet 
them on their ow n ground ; wc appeal to the Pro- 
cuiator Pilate, to the noble Romans resident in 
JuJapa, to the soldiers, to the very* cent jrion Wf/.o 
attended Jy: cv‘:''ution, td^witness agai»«t thimi-i- 
jKulcnt attack upon mci!?s sen^s. Let them pretend 
that he healed the tick, cured the lame, turned water 
into w'ine, or [performed a thousand other juggling 
tricks, but darkness over a whole province can be 
confuted by the testimony of a whole province, 
Ct\d to this we appeal.' Was this said ? Was this 
appeal made ? Strange perversion of reason to turn 
that i|?to an argument against a thing, which secies 
conclusive for it! at least no negat^e can come 
neardr to conclusion, than contemporary silence in 
a case'£o open to confutation, had it not been true. 
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Hut Seneca and cider Pihitf d/d not see the go^el-^ 
Let it pass ; let us grant all that tlie*arguipcnt sup¬ 
poses ; why are we told of no c^futatipn of this 
miracle by any heathery writer contemporary with, 
or pofterior to the gospai account of the Passion ? 
The assertion of a preternatural event, so generally 
notorious, must have been open to proof. Woul'd 
Celsus have overlooked it? Would not Lucian lia\«e 
taken it up ? Should not we hear of its having been 
urged by Porphyry, who was so voluminous a coii-^ 
troversialist ? Should not we meet it in Juliafi or 
Philostratus? Should we hear nothing that could 
. lead us to believe it was controverted by Jainbli- 
chus, or Hicrocles in his books entitled Philalethcs ? 
If the silence of the heathen writers is to be apjjealed 
to for the purpose of impeaching Christ’s miracles, 
let the appeal be ipade; whilst we confine ourselves 
to the defence of those miracles only, which arc 
recorded in the Gospels and Acts of the Apostles, 
neither the silence of ancient, nor the eloquence of 
modern opponent^, can shake the records on which 
v-e ground our faith. 


NUM 




At the same time that it is fair to suppose there 
mus^ be more than ordinary merit in men, who rU« 
to great opulence and condition in Jife from lo’Wi^ 
beginnings, all the world must be sensible of the 
dUnger •attending fudd^n elevation, and how^ very 
apt a man’s llcad is to .turn, who climbs an emi¬ 
nence to which his habits have not familiarized 
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him.* A mountaineer can tread firm upon a preci¬ 
pice, anti walk erect without tottering along the 
j)atb that. windsi%itself about the craggy cliff, on 
which he has his dwelling ;^\vhilst the inhabitant of 
the valley travels with uffnight and danger over the 
giddy pass, and oftentimes is precipitated from the 
heighth to perish in the gulph beneath his feet. 
Such is^the late of many, who by the revolutions 
of forfune are rais'ed to lofty situations : it is gene* 
rally the lot of such peojde to make lew friends; in 
theit danger there arc none to give them warning, 
in their fall there are few to aiTojd them pity. 

This is not the case with them, who are born to 
the dignities they enjoy; the sovereign, whose 
throne is his inheritance, meets with pity and in-, 
dulgencc; ^pity for the cares inseparable from hi*} 
condition, indulgence for the facings and excesses 
incidental to hereditary greatness; hut the man who 
is the maker of his own fortune, acts on a staire 
where every step he takes will he observed witli 
jealousy; amongst the many thousands who arc set 
to “watch him, let him loilrct how many hearts 
there arc, rankling with disajij'iointed pride,* and 
envying him the lot, which in their own conceit at 
least their merit had a better title to : when such a 
man appears, it is the common cvt—l annot (v:tr 
that vpffaH —At the,same thereforeihaUitmMst 

be allowCd'ihorc natnrqjjro excuse the proud looks 
of the liigh, than the proud fhoks of the low, still 
it is mo bad caution to beware of giving easy faith 
to*rcports against those, whom so many un*success- 
ful people are interested to decry; for though fortune 
^efan do mighty things amongst us, and make great 
men in this \^orld5 f-he cannot make friends. 

If caution be necessary for such as are only lock¬ 
ers dij upon these sudden changes ki the scene of 
^ife,^ how^much more wai^ should ne be, who by 
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fortune’s favour is the a(Sior in it! •Tftne past and • 
present so abounds in examples jp put him on his 
f'uard, that if he will not profit by example, what 
hope is there that precej^ will avail ? "I’hat aay man 
should grow arrogant who has once been dependant, 
is us unaccountable for the folly of the thing, as it 
is for the baseness of it; it is as if a pedagogaie 
should turn tyrant, because he lemernbers k) have 
smarted under the lash of the master when a school¬ 
boy : and yet there seems a principle in somt na¬ 
tures that inclines thvin to this despicable species of 
revenge, by which^hey sacrifice all claim to reason, 
reputation, or religion. Dionysius, though the 
cruellest of all tyrants, had moderation in a private 
^station, and made a good arfd patient schoolmaster; 
he handled the sejeptre like a rod, a^d tTie rod as he 
should have done a sceptre. Are we to conclude 
from this and other instances, that humanity may 
be learnt by those who descend from power, but 
that men bccorni? tyrants b}^^ ascending to it? 

Js tfierc in nature any thing so ridiculous as pride, 
so self-destructive, so absurd? The man who rises 
out of humble life must have seen it, felt it, and 
reinarked its folly; he must have been convinced 
iMt pride depfives itself of its own proper object; 
fwin^try i^roud man, viffb ^ g »]i)fi;tority on 

the score of rank, or wesifth, or titles, forfeits that 
better interest witif mankind, which would have 
credited him for superiorities of a far nobler quality 
than those on which he gr ounds his silly arrogaijee; 
Hoji^ strange is it therefore, when the man, who has 
seen through the weakness of this passion in oth?r^ 
whilst below them in condition, should fall into the 
s ame lolly when he ri^es to be their equal! And yet 
it happens c^ry day. 
man as the purse-pro 
r.et fortune shift the si 
vor.. xj.K 


\\ hat IS so hateful to a poor 
rJd arrogance of,a ricU onft ? 
cViie an cl make the pc^>r man 
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ilrli, lie runs «*ii oner into the vice that he dccl<iiint‘d 
so/crlinoy ; these are strange contradictions 

O ^ V O 

in the human character. One should have tliouirln 

• ^ 

that Pope Sixtus W migh^ have recollected hiiiifetlt' 
enough to be humhU*, though Pasqnin had never 
rcinuulrd h*in of it; but neitliri he, nor Breket, nor 
Wolsev, liad any moderation in their spirit, tliough 
professing a religion -whose very essence is huniillt}*. 
In modern times, the philnsf^pher's stone s^*ems 
to liavc been found bv C)ur adventurers in the faist, 
where beggars have bcctmie pilnccs and pnnec s hav e 
J)ecome beggars; if Hen .lonson was now living, 
cou]<l he have painted thc^c iipstait \oJiiptuanes 
more to the life, than by the following animalcd 
description } 


J -wiil 'liave*ail my iK^ff blown up; lu^t sfiitrd, 

Down ]» too liarH ; .rou llirn niv ovd! io(»ni 
Fill’d willi MU'b picluu a** Kud.. 

Fiom Flejdianti-^, and dull Airline 

Hut coldiv iniit.ilc-d-Mv niwt-> 

CMl hci\<* of jirifnmo, \.i])oui’d 'bowl ibr loom, 

'To lost- oniit'Kts in, and mv baiiis, Itkr pit 
To fall into, fioin \i bfiur we will come i'ortii, 

And roll n‘-<b^ in ‘ptssaniovr and ios>'>^— 

ATv jniT't slijll all come in in Indi.in 
Disht*^ of '*£*t in y-dd, and pl'idd^d 

I'liu raids, b^' acinlh'i, and rniiiis. 

The tov*'|,tk ‘"1 ji'jVioi mi^e, and c.uiiols'’ bbols *• ^ 

Boil'd in th<‘ ‘.pint of sof^^bid diwdv'tl poail, 

(Apirins'' diet ’irdijst Llv* ejiilcpne) 

And 1 will eat tile'll* !’»rotb'' witn spoons of amber, 
Headvd with ibanioud u id carl^uncb;. - 
]V1y foot-boy shall cat plicasants; 1 imsclf will liaVo 
The beard'* of barbtls >ervM instead of sallatls; 

OiPd jTuebrooms and tlie swc-llinp; nnetuous' paps 
Of a fat picjrriant sow, newlv cut off, 

3)rc'?sed with an cx 4 ui‘'ile an I pc.i'xnant sauce, 

For wliicti ril say unto my cot>k, th? res <joid, 

<to fnrtli and be a knl«fitMy shirts 
1*11 have'of tafloia sarsiu t, soft and lijjrht 
Asco!>\\cbs, .ind f*a all in otbei raunent, 
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jt shall he siu-h as might ])rt)vokii the Pi^r^ian, 

Weiv he to teach tiie worhl liot .v-iie\v • 

My glo\(“; of h&h’s anti birtl's skms 
With gutJij> <»f‘ par.tdi'*.; and eastern air— 

And do)t)Li tiftiik to the stone \\iMi thi>’— 

*]. No, 1 do lluuk to iijve all lliia illi the 

These are stront’^ colours; arul tliousrli he has 
dipped his peuul pietty liberally into tlio ot 

the anc ients, he has linely niix.ed the composition 
with tints of his own ; to speak in the .*^111111’ t^uie, 
lye may say ol this skctc:h, that it is in the very best 
style of llie maste#. 

As J should be loth ho^eever to ofi'er none but 
instances of the libiise of prosperity, 1 arn happ)' in 

on- 
int 


I.&1W K./S ^ / K ^ I ft. 1 ^ M. Mtif 

rccollccfini^ one very sin';ii]fcir example or tlie co 
*trary sort*, thou).‘h 1 i;o back to time:? far dista 


y.^ . "o \ a . 

fimin our own fetch it. 


Pi SI STRATUS TO SoLOM* 

> am neither without example in seizing the 
tyranny, nor wiilunit claim ; I’ora.smuch as 1 derive 
from Codrus, and take no more by force, than 1 
should have inherited bv rijihr, il’tlic Athenians had 
Jmver violat -fUthose oaths of allegiarue, which in 

confirmed i gd1 1 ve of ijjy ances¬ 
tors, 1 live here withootreVTC?^iT/U'frf^.s men or 
gods; neither traiif^ressihg your laws myself, nor 
permitting others to transgiess them : dudge- thcre- 
tore, rt' the constitution you have given to Athens 
is not sai'er under my administration, tluin if c.ii- 
triifccd lo the discretion ol the people: no man buf¬ 
fers wrong under my government, •iior do 1 expect 
^ny new contributions from my people, content¬ 
ing myself rj\dth the tenths of theii product*, as by 
ancient u.^^age establisfccd ; and these 1 ap^ily wot 

‘ * to those of tlie state, tor 
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defraying cr.’il.and religious cxprnccs, and as a 
provision Tor the i’utinc exigencies of war. Against 
j'tni, Solon, I harbour no ill-will, convinced that in 
3 'our opjiosition to my measures, you acted upon 
jmbiic, not personal, motives : you could not foresee 
what use 1 was to nrakc of j)owtT, and if you could 
have foreseen it, 1 will persuade rnj^sclf you would 
neither have travel'cd interests, nor withdrawn! 
3'ourself from your country; return therefore, 1 
conjure you, return to Athens, and believe me on 
the word of a king you have .nothing to fear from 
Pisistiatus, who has not the h^art, as you well 
know, to annoy even his enemies, much less so 
excellent a citizen as Solon : come then, if you arc 
so disposed, and be received into the number of my 
dearest friends; but if you arc resolved against re- 
tuining, remember it is your owd choice ; and if 
Solon is lost to his country, Pisistralns is acquitted 
of being the cause of it. harcwell.’* 


SoCON TO PlSlSTRATUS. 

I can readily believe that you are incapable of 
doing me any injury, if 1 was to return to Athens; 
before you was a tyrant I was your friend, and 
now no otherwise than cvery^iAtl^e;;^!^^ ^ 

must be,'wiols ^(averse \o your usurpation, Whe¬ 
ther it is b\:tter to be governed 'by the wdll of one 
ipftan, ur by the laws of the commonwealth, let 
every individual judge for himself: if 1 could prefer 
a tyrant, ceitainly of all tyrants 1 should preler^?*- 
sistiatus. As to my returning to Athens, 1 do not 
think it for my" honour, after having founded the 
constitution of my country upon principles of free¬ 
dom, t\) come home upon motives of convenience, 
and give a scandal to rnankirM by appearing to ac-< 
quiesce under that tyranny \j,nlch you have forcibly 
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iissutiicd, but which I, when voluhb'frily ofTered, 
thought jjropev to reject. Farcwfll.” • 


The above letters art* to be found in Diogenes 
Laertius, but the learned reader knows they are ge¬ 
nerally supposed intcrj^oUitions of the sophists; it 
must be owned Irowcver they arc characteristic t)f 
the wiilcrs, and, th«)iigli they ought not to^bc le- 
ceired as facts in hi^tuiy, may be read as a speech 
in I-ivy or Ciuicclardini. 1 he fvjllowing ariecTlotes 
will throw a stronger light iijjoii t'ne c In rafter of 
Pisistratus, and as llieie is no rtasim to cjuestioii 
their aurhciilicity, they will be unanswerable wit- 
iics'^es to tlie ])oint in fjuc^tioa, 

• “ ,\t nn enter tain incnt given hv Pislstratus to 

some of his intln^ates, d^hrasi])pus, *i man of violent 
pa'>‘,i()i}s and ejiflauicd AVitli wine, took some occa¬ 
sion, not lecorded, to break out intcA the most viiu- 
leut abuse and insult: Pisislratiis, who bad made 
no reyly to hih kivectivcs, fearing that the lestuity 
of h:s guc\sts should be intcrru[)tOvl by' the miscon¬ 
duct oi’ Tlirusippus, who was now got up and 
leaving tlic room, rose*fiorn his seat and ennc:ited 
Ijiiii to stu^ ..assuring him that potliing he had said 
H^>uid be IenKMubered to h:s disadvantage; insicid 
m ^•tng^^MiciiV’d by aii^er>^j conde¬ 

scending, the brutijJ drun!'Rird became more lurioir', 
and after venliiif'' all the foulest woi^ls a healed 
imagination cuuhl suggest, wdth a violence s:hocking 
*'> decency and ioatbsoine to relate, suddamly tiwinal 
up#n i’isistratus, as he was soliciting him to take 
his seat at the table, raid spate in tace. I. i>#a 
an insult so Intolerable, the whole company rose as 
one ifiaii, and in paTticular Plippias and Hippar¬ 
chus, sons 4 t the. tyrant, were with ditlicuny pre¬ 
vented from killing him on the spot.* *1 h* int’er- 
positioii of Pisistratu J^saved Thraslppus,# andl he 
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Tvas sufTeicd to home without any violence to 
his persorii ‘next morning brought him to lus 

senses, and he appeared in tl:e jiresencc of Plsistra- 
tus with all proper humilft)^ expecting to receive 
the punishment he merited. What must have been 
his self-cc'nviction and reproach, when he was again 
received with the utmost com'placcnc y 1 Pcnctiatcd 
leart w'ith recollection of his Ijchaviour, and 
the unmeiited pardon he had met w’ith, he was 
jiroceeding to <xecute that vengeance on himself, 
which he was conscious he descr\.*d, by rushing on 
his sword, when Pisistratn.s again interposed, and 
seizing his hand stopt the stiokc; in -t ©ontent with 
th is, he consoled him with the sootliing cx- 

])ressions, awmied him of his most entire iotgivenesF, ■ 
and having jiut* him at peace with himselT, rein¬ 
stated him in his favour, and received him again 
into the number of his intimates.^* 


Thougli it is aice possible to find an instance 
of good-nature in any man’s eban^ettr superior to 
the above. Jam tempted to add the <>>1 low mg anec¬ 
dote, not only as a coro'borating evidence, but iVoni 
the pleasure one naturally takes m hearing oi relating 
facts that make so much to the honou-i ot luima' 
nature, and which insiiiri:.,the heart with a love 

I lf' ^ E- • 

mankinds 

“ ^J'hrasbncdes, a yourffj* Athc'cian, had the auda¬ 
city to jorce a kiss upon the daughter of Ihsislratus, 
as she was w^alking in ]>ublic procession at ^ icli- 
gious solemnity; transported by the violence of his 
pasi^on, and considering that lic had already cctn- 
rn^tted an unpar^lonable offence, he seiyed her per¬ 
son, and forcibly conveying Jier on boaid n ship, 
put to s^ea with her on his passage to /['gina*; the 
sons of Pisistratus pursueej^ and ovtiiook him, 
bring in'g him* in person befio^ tlieir father: T hra- 
simedcs/ 'without betraying ^.ny maiks of fear, im- 



13. observer. 73 

mediately declared himself perfectly^ pi^pared to* 
meet any punishment Pisistrarus Should<hink fit to 
decree ; for, having miscarried m his attcmiit, and 
lost the object for width alone he wished to live, 
all consequences becaine intUtf'erent; disappoint 
merit, not death, was his punishment; and when 
the greater evil had been tutierecl, he had Ijtle ap¬ 
prehension ior the lesser.—Having said this, he 
waited his sentence; when Pisistratus, after long 
silcfue, bieaking out into adirination at the resolu- 
fjon of I hrasirneiies, instead ot punishing his aurla- 
city, rewarded his passion l^y bestowing his daugh¬ 
ter upon him in marriage.’* 


NUMBKR Xiri. 


T^on jam illnd c^'>)itrn ut me illUf 

d«/, mnt es'^e pudira n'lit; 

]j' ^£.' ViiUrL oj-tf', it telrum huitr ilcponcvv morbum. 

* CATULLUS. 


It'? s*bccf)mc a very gainful AiTyTstir small- 

ware venders of lit'wature to (xpose certain pamph¬ 
lets in shop vvirulows and upon stalls in alleys and 
thorough-lares, which, if any jiolicc was kept up in 
this great cajiital, would be j)Ut dowm by the bivil 
Jnajjistratc as a public nuisance; 1 mean rrialstfor 
j‘\diiltery, the publishers of which^are not contefft 
with setting down every thing inhathn from their 
short-hand records, which the scrutinizing necessity 
of law drawiout by pcanted interrogatory, but they 
are also made to alluie^e curiosity of the passenger 
by tawdry engravings, in which the heroine of the 
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taL^ h dis}i]ayc(I In efRcry, and the most indecent 
scene ot her atnoiii^ selected as an eye-trap to attract 
tile youth o{ both sexes, and by debauching the 
morals of" the rising generation, k^*cp up the stock 
in trade, and feed the market with i’re:>h (aiscs for 
tile Comuions, and frebli supplies lor the retailers of 
imkeen^y. 

it the frequency of our divonxs is tluib to be en¬ 
couraged because tliey make sport for the lawyers. 

It may be wise to ii^o no p;cventives atjainst tlie 
plague or srnall-pox, because theyi-cut out work for 
the tioctors, this pniici]>le a piudent father 

will bri :cd up Ills sons civilians, and furnish out a 
library lor Ins daughtcis \\lth these edilyltig vo- ' 
luines; a?ul kf once lliey lake kindly to their sluilics, • 
there is no fe.arV>l their biinging ^custom to their 
brothers, and diiving a trade, as it is called, for 
tiieii tamilics, A convenient nc-it cil tlie.se trials, 
nealiv bound and gill at ihc ImcUs, will serve both 
as elegant luriiiturc to llu ir clo^^‘l^ 6r ])cd( han^'ber.s, 
and as rej^ositorK's ot science, n’n" treatises on the 
< hanc'cs make them skilful In tlic ganu*. If they 
are afraid of tlnnr iinsl^ancls looking into their libia- 
ry, they may lind out a luinvlrcd devic’eshn* lottcrimx 
them at the back; the\'g;;.;)v call them— 

I^Iurricd fhr^ jum ^ ■ Z 'fcf iff ihv irnr^tU 

Jlf—J ylf/v^i (if' t/ic liril/x/T'^AIa'i itt.'i — ChIiiiih nltiiiin on 

Wiv JiJai .)<•/—Dcaftsts 0/1 Po'’/^f{iftn —or by any 

othei title, which their wit needs no jiroinpting to 
cJcvbie. 

Anollier circumstance of the times, wliich •vill 
ghratly aid iheiw in their .studies, is, that they have 
It daily and hourly' in their ]y)\ver to resort to the 
fouiituiji-head for authority, and consult the ver/ 
ladies themselves, who arc the heioincf of these in- 
tcrestlfl^ nuiTativcs. Thcsciidepts in the art are to 
be seen in all places, aucyspokefi to at all hours. 
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without hindrance of business, or,hi|o\vledge of a. 
beci-fellow- As these disfranchisjcl mat/ons or ex- 
wives kee|> the liest company, and make the best 
ligures in all fashionallle ciicles, a scholar may re¬ 
ceive instruction withoift slander, and jirostitute her 
honour without risquing hrr reputation; a hiifband 
must be a brute indeed, who can object to this so¬ 
ciety, and a wile must h<‘ a foed i’>deed who ijoes not 
profit by it; when a new-rnurried w'oinan receives 
these privileged ladies in her house, she sees aw once 
the folly of being vii Mious, for tiiey arc the merriest, 
the loudest, the bt^t followed, and the most admired 
of all their sex , they never disgrace their characters 
by a pusillanimous repentance, they never baulk 
' their ]deasiires liy a stuj>id wformatioii, but keep it 
•nj> with spirit, hke leltMis that die^harfl at the gal¬ 
lows, to the liij-t*^ inomer.t of their lives. JVlost of 
them rnairv a«^ain, and aie so much better than tlieir 
neighbours, as they are made Imnest women twice 
over: and that rtpvitatitm must be more than com¬ 
monly tcndici, winch two coats ot ])laistcr Will not 
keep together. 

>\s a further temptation to our young wives not to 
wait the UuiouF course of nature, hut to maket'»eni- 


s\ves \vid( w»s#ot living liusbands, as soon as they 
cjg, they will lecollect, they ensure a^\antages 
to iRenisefves thereby, wiiij^h Haiuva/S'itPTvvs ilo not 
enjoy; (or in the “^rst jnace they avoul a year’s 
mourning, which is a consideration not to be despis¬ 


ed ; ilk the next place, they have precedents tor rtiar- 
rying in the lirst w^eck of their widowhood; and as 
it i*flhe general practice tochuse their gallants, tfe^ 
certainly run no ris(]uc of taking a ^ep in the dark, 
Y'hich widow^s sometirics have been suspected to re¬ 
pent of; thirdly, they escape all bickerings aftd jea¬ 
lousies, whiAi disturb |he jieac e of lambics, by the 
common practice of laches putting theii*scco/d hus^ 



OBSERVER. 


82 OBSERVER. N'* 13. 

band In mind ofwliat their first husband would have 
done, or would have laid on this or that occasion, 
had he bccii alive. — T/z/nys uoi in wn firsc 

oond's time —Oh that mif p'nf husband xi'ere Ircm^ I /e 
M ould not Jiufjer Hus or litaf ihntg (o pass^ this or that wan 
to usr we a fter smh a arc tamiliar cxpitlfious 

in the dialof;ues of s<'cond wives in the regular 

order; ^.wluicas the Jrie[;ulrirs never cas.t these taunts 
in the teeth of their sjiouses, 1 k‘< arise they know the 
answ<\r is ready at liand, if‘liey tful. 

The irregulars have also irecuient o[>portunities of 
shewing their alFabdity and swVelness of tcmjier, 
upon meeting their iirst luisbaiids in public places 
and mixed companies ; the gracefui acknowledgment 
of a rcsjicctful curtsy, :» down cast look ol modei-t 
sensibility, ur tlic ]Jietty ilutter (»f embaiTassnient, 
are incidents upon an iinc'^pc’cted leiieontre, wliich 
a well-bred woman knows how to make tlie most ol, 
and arc sure to draw the eves ol ilio toiuj^any upon 
her. 

if on the other hand a lady on licr divorce ydiuscs 
to revive her maiden title and take post in her former 
rank, the law will probably give her back as good 
a title to her virgin name, av-it found her witn. Mic 
also has her advantage.^; for at the ^amc time tl|*t 
she i.s free from the tncu.’j^iyunces of matriinomv^e 
escapes t 1icw ’ u rrT i: ' m T!** a fi p e 11 ation of old maid : SiMi a 
lady has th^ privilege of public ydaces v. ithout being 
pinned to the skirls of an old diowager, like other 
misses; she can also indulge a natural passion for 
gaming to a greater length than spinsters ciroe to go ; 
sheacan make a repartee or smile at a double eiften- 
tlfe, when a spinster only bites her bps, or is put to 
the troublesome resource of liov fan, when she ought 
to blush, but cannot. 

.Beftirc I turned my mind ho rcfl( ct u'pon these and 

Other ^advantages so derating in favour oi 

h 
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clivorres, T used to wonder why oiy l 5 gislatn*re was 
iyo j)artial to Fnitors, and ^avc such notorious cncou- 
n^enient and i’arility to Act.-, of Parliament for their 
rcliefaudaccommodatfcn ; I now sr'ethc i^ood policy 
of the measure, and i)ow much the case of his ma¬ 
jesty’s <^oo<\ subjects is thereby coiifulted. It is 
conlls^e/l thcK* is a siioit monition iji the deculo"iic 

I ' 

a^^'anr-t this .practice, but nobojjy iii.sjsts vjion It; 
there aic aKo some texts scattered up and down in 
holy wnt to the ‘■ame puiport, but no welj-bred 
preacher ever haiuilc-?^ snt h t(‘jf!C^in Iiis j)ulpit; and 
it a tine lad^ shoiJId. ever read a c]ja]>Ter in ihi‘. bihle, 
or hear it road to her, it is \<ry easy to skip over 
those ]>assa;.iVs, aiul c’. u\ jjolilc j>cison knows it is 
better to jn^ike a bieach in jiny tlhng, lluiii in f;ood 
* nujincrs a huh . 

Our Pm,li^h frillies, l)y tiic rreqiienc}’’ of llieir in- 

contlnoiiee, aiul the div<)rtes tlience cnsniim, have 

• ^ 

not only iin'mslied out a mo‘-t anmsiint; library to 
vminti; students of both ^(‘^es, but they have eifectu- 
ally tMrie\(d (h(‘ ( haiai ters of om* \viv"s troiii sink- 
in;^• into ( with foreifqters, on account of 

theii domestic inri])uiilv anri attachment to the dull 
duties of a lamily. i liis was once the j^cncral opi- 
^Aon wlijel nations entertained of our ma- 

u]>on a late t^ tliioui^h a "ro^t jiart of 
the continent (u f uro[)*e kX‘'u]Ti*iL*tfvci^ntiicly re¬ 
versed, and itloas n^)tc e.xpicssive of tliehi’ s])irit uni- 
vet sally ad<tj>tcd. 

it may well be (\[)ceted, that the influx of fo¬ 
reigners, and the out-ilow of natives, which the 
pr^ent peace will occasion, will not sufler the pre¬ 
tensions of our ladies to lose ground-in this paiticfe- 
Jar : Our .Preitch neij^hbouis arc certainly gooil cri¬ 
tics in gallantry, and they need not now Uand in 
dread of a ^^pulse fovn the women of Fiigluijd, 
wliatevcr they may a]>f rehend from the nicy. 



OBSERVER. 


84 OBSERVER. NO 13. 

Mul*h mo-e.occurs to me on this subject, but 
these preniiscp will serve to introduce an idea, which 
if the scvei^il ladies, who have stood trial, would 
club their wits to assist rnc’in, might be rendered 
practicable, and that is, of reducing Infamy to a 
system by rules and regulations of manners, tending 
to,^the propagation and cncrease of divoices in Great 
BritaiiY A few I x^se hints occur to me on this 
subject, but 1 ofl'er th^•na with the submission 

to better judges, simply as rudiriients in the art ; 
tlic rcHncinent.s muit be left to those who are pro¬ 
fessors. ^ 

Ascarlv impres dons arc strongest :uid mo.st last¬ 
ing, 1 would advi'^e all mothers, who wish to train , 
their <l:uigiilcrs alter the above system, to put them 
in their intaac.y under the care ot those coninriodious 
la<lies, whom we vulgaily call Mudcinciiselles, a^ 
the l^cst fnrccis of early plant «> ; under wlin.^c tuition 
Voan:r ladies have been knfjwn to [{I't so forward as 
ro haveineitv notions ol'liirtati-jii at the tender a<£e 

i ^ V O 

of six \c«rs; at t iijht years they can answer^ cu'cs- 
tions in the catecln'>m o[ gal artry ; beUnc tneyreat h 
their tenth summer, tln-y can her, ogle, talk hrencli, 
write sonnets, play witii the footman, and go througfh 
‘fheir exercise to admiiatiou : \ would then j)ut 
■ to their i^uflies, e annals abovqmenJt^icf^;. d 

will be ?'^|ynYic?p^5P'pact,;' tlie circulating libraries 
will fu^ni^h out a consulerablc daiak>guc, and Made¬ 
moiselle will supj)ly them xvitli i’ lench memoirs, 
novels, 8rc. ^c. At the atre of rvvtlve it will be 
proper to send them to the boardings school, and 
ihc.e they wdil have the opportunity oj* making fe¬ 
male fiiendship^h with tiicir seniors in ag', by w'hich 
they will greatly edify ; ln»thc holiday vacations 
they will correspond with their boarding-school as¬ 
sociates, and these leilers s’^ould be '.Scied and in- 
violubi *, by which means tbey may curry OA an in- 
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tercourse of thoughts A\ithout reserve, aiui^ greatly 
improve their stile. ' 

When two years have been ifius errq)lo\ ed, they 
mu.'^t be brought to Jaoiulon to be finished under the 
best masters, most of \^Hch should be rccon»mended 
by Mademoiselle; and in their intervals from study 
they 'will b>e allowed to telax their minds in the 
rompany of their mother, by looking o^i at* the 
card-t:^»l)les, rejiosmg themselves after tlieir fatigue 
upon sophas, inl’orniiiig them.selvcs ol the intrigues 
of the town, quardVing tlu:n)s» lvcs in a proper latni- 
* liarity of manr.ei^ by caliing young men by their 
firnames, romping ocra.sionidly with the gallants of 
their mother, when she is out of sight, and above all 
thi"i?s cultivating intimacies with thcii late school- 
tel- iv\'s,*wdio aic emne out into the wttild. 

W hen theitt hair is tdi' the'v•ic'reheads, it w^ill 
be ncf essary th('v should lay out proics.sedls for ad¬ 
mirers amongst ti'.e young lakes of faslnon, and lor 
thi-'s j»nrj)osc I [>aiticu!ariy rceoinint nd to them the 
tca-iif)om at th? Opera-house, wiicre I would ha\c 
them stay out all the ronquiny, and then tommit 
themselves to their gallants to find out their roaclie.s, 
tvho will he sure to IcTid them through all tlie blind 
•illes s, ant Wiener carrv them to the rijdit door till 
nie last, bv which time the carriages of these Jiallantsi 

W' i Ai “r" ' w IP D 

wd^*beflio\e orr, and then,• *iiAiin^n:irity will 
compel them to bwng tffe obliging cieawreshome ia 
theirs. 

^11 this while 1 would ha\e them put entire 
confidence in Mademoiselle, whose good-natui'e will' 
aijcornmodate them in any little notes or rncsKa^cs 
they ma^ have to manage, and M^hose opiuioirin 
dress will be so indispensable, tbut it will be proper 
. to take her out with them to all milliners shops, ar- 
tdici ■il-fiov\i|r makers, and masquerade w'arelioiises 
for advice, if the ychng fellows w^iircom/to these 
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]>]ares at the same time, who can help it? Mademoi¬ 
selle will scfclowii to call the servants, and ten to one 
if they are irot oron^ to the ale-house, and the coach 
is out of the way, in spite of all her pains to iind it- 
When they have made a'strong attachment, and 
consequences arc to be apprehended, it will be time 
lor them to think of marriage, but on no account 
with the man of their heart, for that would interrupt 
friendship ; any body, who can make a settlement, 
can make a husband, an(l that husband can make 
his wife her own mistress, and every body’s else, 
that file pleases: Mademoiselle I'^^comes ile 

vhamhvc^ and when her lady is disposed for divorce, 
chief witness upon her trial; a picturesque scene is 
chosen for tlic frontispiece, the heroine ligures in the 
])rint-shops, her fame is sounded in the brothels, and 
her career of infatYiy is complcrcd.”' 


XliMBRR 



Ir any of inv learned readers, skilled in the oiicgr^ 
tal langu.tguiv ^hall v\o|;nsc tO turn over the ^Ifhty 
and three volumes of AbOfifagi, .he Arabian histo¬ 
rian, they may iind the following story ; Near one 
hundr.cd leaves of the Papyrus have been expi'iulecl 
in the relation, but 1 have been at the pains of com- 
prehyng it into one paper. 

‘!in the beginning of the eleventh century Abdera- 
ma, the Inst deeeiidant of the Samanlan family, who 
reigned over the territoivof Buchaiia, was besieged' 
in his capital of Boch nr. by MdriiooY the Cireat, 
wdib afc’.rwatds reduced all India to bis command. 
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This mighty conqueror, who may h#a stiled the 
Alexander of the Arabian liifto#ians, jnade twelve 
irruptions into India, and in each expedition swept 
away ap much wcaltn,^and made as great a devasta¬ 
tion cii the human species, as Nadir Sliah in his. 
IVlai iiood was the son ol the usurper Suhuctagi, w ho 
expelled the father of Abderaiiia from Saniarctnd, 
and reduced his empire to the ]:ossession oftBochara 
only and its dependencies. 

Slid I was the iormidablc ucneral wdio s;ft dow^n 
* with bis forces before Bocharn, and such the heredi¬ 
tary enmity of iRese inveterate opponents ; Abdeia- 
ina thcrelore had no resource but to dclciid iiis citadel 
to the last extremity : Disabled by bis age from ac¬ 
tive &':r\ice, he luit the liaulsi n under coinmmid of 
a valiant captain named AbdiiUah: 'I bis young 
prince wa^- ol the lunise of Katiba, the general of 
the Caliph O.^'inan, who conqneieil Gieat Buebaria 
for that Yjctoiious jVIahoinmedan : Abdiiliah wms 
the moll accoi^ipliflried jiersonage of liistimc, of ad- 
inirflble qualities, and inatdiltss intiepidiry: In vain 
he challenged Mamood to decide the fate ofHochara 
by single combat; he.was also l)elo\cd by Zanma, 
daughter ol’ Abdcraina and sole heiress of bis crown; 
*the beauty of this princess was cclebraled through 
^all (jie ^ast; more rl^pa. he<^ composed 

and chaunted in ^bc of Zaiirna than even 

Helen gave a subject to: Our languagc*cannot reach 
the descriptions of thc^^e florid writers; tile whole 
creafion has been culled for ohiccts to set ii^somc, 
comparison wdth Zarima; but as the flic of their 
imaginations would seem like pl^irensy to oui^, 1 
shall not risque a fall by following them in their 
flights. • 

in a liirious sail}' made upon the army of the be¬ 
siegers, Alrlullali at the head of the Bocliasians* had 
singled out the pcison of Mamood, and piisbed his 
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horse up to jtliC'br^ast of tliat on which Mamood w:is 
fi^htin^ ; the shoci' was furious on both sides: Ab¬ 
dullah received the point of his opponent’s lance in 
Ills side, and Mamood was st^yuck from his sadvlle to 
the ground by the hattle-ax: of Abdullah ; the coiu- 
batants Tuslied in to rover tiieir fallen general, and 


victory was snatched out of the grafp of the brave 
Bochariaii, who fe’d back wounded amongst his 
companions, and retreated unpursued into the town 
after a 'urious slaughter of the foe. 

\\ hether Mamood was discouraged by the obsti¬ 
nacy of the Bocharians, or, as some historians iii'^i- 


nuatc, was daunted by this attack, wliicii he had so 
narrowly cscajied from, so it was tliat he let the 
command of the siege devolve uj)oii his general 
Kamhi , and at tlu;,hectd of a scouring p irty ma ie in¬ 
cursions into the country to lay it w iste with fiie 
and sword, and break up the sujiplies ut Bochara. 

Kamhi jiad seen the beautiful Zainiia; he had 
been in Abderaina’s court before Marrood's invasion. 


«<nd to see the princess was to be enamoured. No 

•ftcritice could be too ^rreat for Kamhi to obtain .a 
• % 

prize so much above all computation in the heated 
lancy of a lovt-r: lie secretly imparted lo Abdcra- 
ina the conditions, on which he woulil betray his' 
trust, and nc; commanded ♦o iiu^vi- 

table destruction. * ncr 

If tliese conditions staggered the aged monarch on 
the score of h mour, so did they on the side of iiite- 
^lest, ,‘l'o save his crown and city was a tempting 
offer, and the divided heart of Alidcraina was not 


more agitated as a monarch for the impending dan¬ 
ger of Ills throne, than it was agonized as a man for 
'•-the daily sufferings of his faithtul people. He sub¬ 
mitted Id receive Kamhi into the town, jjnd to treat 
with hi in in person on the subject of hi.} proposal: 
Abdullah^ from whom this was to be concealed, was 
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row recovering from his woiuul, ]ji\^ in/ap\‘\Mc 
service for a time ; it was proposctyby Kamhi to ex- 
chanfie hostjuve against hosta<re, and Abdullah was 
instruclccl to meet hlii^in the depth of night witli ore 
companion on each hifle; each general was to ex¬ 
change armour on the spot and so to pa,s their le- 
lespcdive ceiitincis ; aiul mutual seciec^ was ph"dg- 
ed between the parties, 'riiere was no ditryulty m 
])C‘rsLiading the gencious Abdullah to this eiitcipiizc*; 
Abderama giving him to nndcistnnd, that the^mtet- 
ing was to adiust the payment of a sum r)t money, 
which Kamhi \vj#; tor^'ccivc lor betraying tlic army 
he connnarided beh)rc l 5 oc''una; the transacliw)n was 
to be kept a j)roi’oimd sci icl even from Zarima ; the 
unsuspecting Abdullah lepajicdto his renth'/AOUs, at 
• the appointed hour without taking leav^ of the j)nri- 
Cess, and Kaudii> with his associatti passed the city 
guard uiujuestioncd in the habit of his rival, lie 
hasted without a moment’s loss to the palace oi the 
old king, and expounded to him the plan he had de¬ 
vised, for securifig the performance of his j>art of the 
contract; nothing now remained for Ahderama, but 
to engage his daughter to make a sacriiicc, wdiicb, 
severe and difficult as it was, he thought he might 
Wepend u])or. ^icr piet) and public spirit tor comjily- 
•ing with, Ju this bo[)Crthc immediately unpaired to 

/5cr iJhaiRber, where 1ft* four d her Ycp*''‘'?iiig on her 
couch; he threw Ifinv^cTl^at her feet in<in agony of 
tears, and in the most supplicating posture •adjured 
her tc^ai ise and saw her father, country, and herseU 
iroin impending dcsti uctiou : Roused Irom her flccp, 
th# beauteous Zannui immediately demandedp the 
reason of that Sidcinn adiurution, 'and what it v^as 
that she could do W> ‘uiiu iho.-e glorious ends— 
‘ Kmulate the magnanimity of Abdullah,’*replied 
the father, ‘Ircsigri Abdullah, as that heioic }oy.th. 
to save this sinking city from cxtincfioa, /lus now 
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reBiffne(I li.s Z^rtma.’—Astonishment had now cle- 
privccl her of the power of utterance, and Abdcrauia 
proceeded vJ^ithout iiiteiTupiu?n to expose to her the 
whole pur|)ort of his treaty With Karnlii, and the 
londitioiis f>n winch .done Bochara mifjht he saved, 
and Marnood's army hrtiayed into his hand^. JIc 
j)rotestcd to h' r that AbdulJ.di had i)een a party to 
this tP iyy, that he ^had left the city for ever, and to 
convince her ot it, he was rt‘ady to [iroduce KarnhL 
in the i'erv habit, \vlii»-li her lover bad exchanii' tl 
wiUi inrri for the purjiO'C of brlnginj.j him to an in¬ 
terview wiiii her, and concluding: fjio agreement. 

ot to diwell any longer on A’otkrama’s argu¬ 
ments, (in which was I lo follow my Arabian au- 
taor 1 should swell this ,recital t > .in unreasonable 
length) It wd'l suffice to s.iy that the father prev^ailed. 
In the oiiginal It aj)jv.*ars, as it stfine share in the 
success was owing to female ]>i(]uc, but as the Ar.i- 
bian authors are very subtle and retined in finding 
saollves and in scrutinizing: the human passions, I 
should hope this sugg* stion niav be imputed to the 
historian, rather than to the heroine. 

As 1 cliiisc to pass over many pages of my origi¬ 
nal in this place, the reader wdl now su ^pose that 
the traitorrms Kamhi i.s in possession his beauti- 
lul, but r^uctant, victim ^ind that Abderiimij ha? ’ 
already nicto': a'sacftncc ^T^ore painful, than that of 
Kiirystheus,'or Agatnemnim, wlten they immolated 
their daufi^liters. With tlic first dawn of the morn- 
ing Kainni repaired to the army, and began to set 
on foot the project he had concerted with Abdera- 
ma;*'whcn he had given out his orders for dividing 
arfcl disposing tht troojjs in such a manner, as was 
.best adapted to his design, he guve the signal agreed , 
iijion wall the king for the sally; The whole garri¬ 
son was put in motion on this occasion( and Abde- 
rama determined once moic to shew himself lo his 
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array, and command in |)ct«:oii. •Vg:**r4 thing hjd 
been so prepared on the pait of KV.mhi, that the im¬ 
pression, which the Boclj ivians made u|)on the bi.- 
siegers, was ImnicdiRte, and the sianghtcr berame 
universal; N(ithin:i^ could have saved them lioin 

4 y 

comj)leai destruction, but the unexpected appeaiancc 
ofMainood and liis army in this seasonable inoivent 
for their reliel, as A1»mio(nrs ‘roops wert# entirely 
composed of cavalry, iu* Hew mto actum with amUi'.- 
ing rapidity; the lainling spnitvS of the soldiers re¬ 
vived at the sight of their n.dori'u^s chief; his well- 
known voice rafiied their biokm ranks, aiul they 
turned upon their pursuers with ndoubleti iury : 
Kven the guard, tiiat had been j^lanted upon Abdul¬ 
lah, now ran to their arnr-. and joined the uctlon ; the 
army ot Abderama, no longer su|^iorfed by the va¬ 
lour an»l condu'ht of their faNOUiitc general, gan to 
give v'ay and retreat in disouh-r to the city ; iu this 
instant Abdullah rushed from liis tent, and presented 
himself to the (jj’cs of tlic dispirited Bochanaii'i; the 
army* sent up a shout of joy, the aged Abderama 
sunk Into his arms, eoveud with blood and exjnring 
with his wound."; lifc^ust .‘^erved linn to exclaim— 
suit f tun .sou J and then forsook him ; his at ten- 
flants Ixirc him olf to his litter in the rear, whilst Ab- 


duHgJi tinned the faces of his sokliets on jjie foe, and 
pressed into the action, jMbere it was hottc.st. 

The conflict became terrible, every infeh oi giound 
was obstinately disputed, and the combafants on 
either* side fell by whole ranks, as if rcsohec^ipon 
maintaining the contest to the last in.m: Night at 
length put an end to the undecided light, and ASc^jl- 
Jah led off his surviving followers into the city, with- 
o»t apy attempt on the part of Mamood to pursuc 
him ; Jlis wound in the side, which WMs*not yet 
healed, buis^ open by the vndcncc of^Ins exerbons 
in the action^, and he had received othcr^, undci 
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vhicli !.'o ftpun^ himself sinking, and which he had 
reason to htlieve mortal; in this extremity he 

lost not cl nioinerit’s time in betakii <; himself to his 

O 

beloved Zarirna; his strength jiist served him to pre¬ 
sent himself before liei, and to fall exhausted with his 
wounds at her let't. 

'I'crublr interview ! Zaiitna was expiring; she had 
taken (lO^'soii. ^ 

U'hc siip[)licatl()ns ofan aged f-ithcr, the deliverance 
ofa Rutre ring city, the saK.iWcni ofan ancient empire, 
and, abovf* «i!l, the example, as rlie believed, of her 
betrothed yibdiillaij, liad prevailed'with this heroic 
jitincess to sa{ niicc herselt to the detested arms of 
kamlii ; the ronlract .'aul been fLillilled upon her fa¬ 
ther’s pint, hut to surMve it w.iS more than she had 
CJ giiiied U)r, itiid an mdi'niiy which her nature could 
not suiim.t to : As soon as tlie battle^jomed, she put 
her Kholutioii into act, and swallowed the mortal 
drainsht. Lite uist sulliced to relate this dismal tale 
to the dying y\bduilah, and to rcceiu' the account 
fioin his lips of the (.hception which Abdcramirhad 
put upon him : 'The boily of tier dead father was 
now 1 m ought into the palace ; she cast a look upon 
it, but was &j)cechhxs ; fainting, and ui the article of 
death, she dr-jpt into the aims of Abdullah, her head 
fell upon hieast, just as it was hcaving^wit,h th^ 
last l'.ng-drtnvn*srgh, tha^^topt his hcait lor ever. 
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AMONOfiT the variety hnmpii events, uliich 
c ome under'the obscrviition of every man ?>!’ com¬ 
mon experience in liie, many instances must occur 
to his menriory c»f the false opinions be had form¬ 
ed of good and cv^l lovtune : Things, u hick vve la¬ 
ment as the most unhapjiy oceurrences and the se¬ 
verest dispensations Fo’\idence, frequently turn 
out to have been vcnich'-atmients of a contrary sort ; 
^■whilst our prosjrenty and success, whi^h for a time 
delight and dazzle us with gleams of^pleasure, and vi¬ 
sions of ambition, turn against us in the end of hfc, 
and sow the bed of death with thorns, that goad us 
in those awful moments, when the vanities of this 
worldjose tbeir^value, and the mind of man being 
on its last departure, takes a melancholy review of 
timeTnispeiit and blessings misapplied. 

ITough it is pait oi ctery good man’s religion to 
T^ign himself to (iod’s will, yet a few reflections 
jipon the woilctly wisdom of that duty will be of use 
tcFeviVy o®c, who ialls under the immedk.^pressure 
of what is termed nij^fortfiSc in litc. Ry calling to 
mind the false cjtimates we have lrci|uentiy nuidc of 
worldly good an^l e,vil \vc shall get hope uu our side, 
which, though all friends else should i:ul u« wilHle a 
checfful companion by the way: Ry a ] sat lout acq*ii- 
escence under painful events for the |¥C''Ciif, w?e shalf 
be sure to contract a tranquillity oi temper, that will 
Jitand us in future .slciid ; ainl by k(‘eping a fair face 
to the world,j^wc shall bv dcgrc<s make an easy 
heart, and find innumerable, H*?(rurces ol Coiiso’/dtion, 
which a fretful spirit never can discovei. 
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‘ I wonderI was so uneasy under my late 
loss of loruine,’ taid a very worthy gentleman to 
me one da^', ‘ seeing it was not occasioned by 
tny own misconduct; It)!’ ^-hc health and content I 
now enjoy in the limnhle station 1 have retired to, 
are the greatest Idessings ot my life, and I am de- 
vohth thankful for the event, which 1 deplored. 
-“fJovV often do wc hear young unmarried people 
exclaim*—ir '/(/r c'cufn* han' J tidd ii'oiH a tutiTif 

Of' suc/i a 'jfuihon !—And \’et j>ciha]}S they had not 
w'isdoni enough to sup‘])ose tliis’nnglit turn out to bo 
the case at the time it happened, l>ut complained, 
Jiiinerited, and levilcd, as it the} were suilcring ])er- 
sccutioii from acriul and tyrannic Hcing, W'ho takes 
pleasure in Uinnentmg his unotlciiding cieuturcs. 

7\n extraordii;ary example occur? to me of this cri¬ 
minal excess of sensibility in the j>crson of a \* rcnch- 
man named Chaubeit, who happd^' lived long 
enough to rc[)cnt of the extravagance of his misan¬ 
thropy. Chaubcit W'Us born at Bordeaux, and died 
there not many years ago in the hranciscan convent; 

1 w^iis in that city soon alter this event, and my curio¬ 
sity led me to collect sevei'al particulars relative to 
this extraordinary humorist. He inherits a good 
fortune from his parents, and in his youth was ol a 
bcncvolcii^i dij.position, subject however^to oudem 
caprices and extremes ot Rive ?»nd hatred. Various 
causes are assigned for his misanthropy, but the 
principal disgust, wdiich turned him fuiious against 
ma.'kiiul, seems to have arisen Iroiii the treachery of 
a friend, wiio ran away with his mistress, just when 
Chaubert was on the point of marrying her; the in¬ 
gratitude of this man was certainly of a very black 
nature, and the provocation heinous, for Chauber , 
whose passions wete alwaj’s in cxtietncs, had given 
a*tho isand instances of romantic gu icrosity to this 
unworthy friend^ and reposed an cut *’c cotifidence in 
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him in the matter of bis mistress : IJe hadjjtvcn savccj 
him from drowning one <lay at thif imminent risque 
of his life, by leaping out of his own boat into the 
Garonne and swimnflng to the assistance of his, 
when it was sinking ifl the middle of the stream : 
Mis passion for his mistress was no less vehement; so 
that his disappointment had every aggravation pos¬ 
sible, and, operating ii]}on a nature more thgn com¬ 
monly susceptible, ii versed every j)nnci]>lc of hu¬ 
manity in the heart of fliaubcrt, and made h.im for 
the greatest j)art of itjs life the declared enemy of hu¬ 
man nature. • 


After many years passed in foreign parts, be was 
accidentally brought to his lu trer si n^es b}’ d'»sr?)\cl¬ 
ing that through thc^'C events, which he had so deep- 
•]y resentcM, he had providcnlially cscajfed from mi¬ 
series of the most? fata.l nature : '^I'lierTupon he rerurn- 
cd to his own country, and entcjing into the order of 
rrunciscans, employed the icir.aindtr of his life in 
atoning for his past errors alter the mC'g evemjdiny 
manner. On an lu'casions of liif-lrej-s bather C'liau- 


casions ot liif-lrej-s bather C'liau- 


bert's zeal j)iesented itself to the r;*]ief and comfort 
of the unibi lumite, and st)inetiin«*s he wouhl eiiibree 
his admoninons rd rcsignat.on b) the lively j)icture 
lit would dra \iol hi^ own c.xtiVAagancies ; in e\tra- 
*ojdinary cases he has betn known to give Ins com- 
municarit^a tiari‘'C! i]>t of dhiry in his’ow n:»n<l wri¬ 
ting of certain pas-a^es t^ nis hie, in wlT^ch he had 
minuted his thoughts at the time they occurred, 
and wiiich he kept by him lor such extra-jrdiniry 
purposes. 'This [japer was pul into my handsaw a 
genfleman who had received much benefit frc>m iSiis 
good fatbet’s coiwersation and iiiftriu tion ; 1 haft 
his leave for tianserW)ing it, or publishing, if 1 * 
thongh’t fit; this 1 sbfdl now avail inytelf as I 
think it is a \^'r\ curious joinnal. 

iS/ly soii^* whoever thou art, profit Uy the* word 
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of rvperubrc, aiicl let the example of Chaubert, who 
was a beast Without reason, and is become a man 
bv repcntaricc, teach thee w^'clom in adversity, and 
inspire thy heart with sentimcLts of resiipiatlon to the 
wi 1 of the Almighty ! 

W hen the treachery of which I onglit 

to have despised, had turned my heart to marble and 
my blood to gall, I was deter.irp.-^n leavuig 
France, and seeking out some cn tlios'* rcvuLitries fro'u 
whose famished inliabitanls iiilin; wiiKholds licr 
bounty, and wlnre men groan in. !aA\'rv and sorrow: 
A.s I passed through tiie \ iliages tc Wawi. the frontiers 
of Spain, and sav the jicasants danclrg in a ring to 
tijc pipe o; vm.j ;ig at their vintag*^ , indignation 
Miu>fe I .V iw.’i, . rci I ■unshed that l eaven would 
t\.'\) j \-iiji p[hfM,or nlast ih sunshine of 

t W f • « « 
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( in-seised the d.ehgliiUil jwovince of P»isray 
■’ d :.i ;.t to th(‘ Svdes ol n > feet or slcej^ to the 
*■‘ii[>ies of nu’ head. NatMc was bdoic 1113" e\e> 
f'.ir'.'ed in her };*'^C’St attire;—^ ‘1 hou iiuaher of 
tools.* ] <‘y ch.ii.iul, ^ wi»v dost thou trick thy.-^eh 
f<ut r>o (! oiirdy lor knaves and harlot.s to a 

propjit'. of ihcc: The chilclicn of tliyuoiuli are 
vijjcrs in t!i\ hosoin, and will stingy,Uice niortallj, 
wIku thou hast given tliem tlieir liil at tin ijnprO' 
videiit biv'.4'ts;’ 'i'ju* 'oirilsr chauntecl in Inc ‘oove*-, 
the fruit-l^ces glu'^ti ned on the-mountain skU-s, the 
water-fails ina\le iiui io tin the cclioc'^, and man 
went ‘iuglng to his laboui :—‘ Give i!se.\sald I, 

‘ fi‘ii clank of lelirr.s, and the yell of gallcj^-slavt^ 
r.i der the lashes of the whip.’—And in tire bicter- 
'i\e«s of mv hea*'! 1 ci r^ jd the earth, as J trode over 
, its prolilic surface. < 

“ ^ entered the anc.e*:l kingtloin of Castile, and 
the pro.spret vva- *u To ni)g sorrow-vexed 

soul: i saw* c he .icjte and fuxlow ; the viiics 
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trailed on the ground and Iniried fi ul|af^e in tiie, 
furrows; the hand of man was idlej^ ufid nature sit [>t 
as in the cradle of creation ; tlic villatres were thinlv 
scattered, and ruin s»tc upon the unroofed sheds, 
where lazy pride laid str^tehe.l upon its straw in 
j^ary and veimiii. ^'1// ! t/i.'S Js Ai,vn'{/i‘H^ ^ 1 cried out, 
///.'.V .srr;//' /V fit for m'tu^ anl ri! rtijo// if, —i s*UV a }^cl- 
Jow liaU'Starved lour,, cloaked to the heels in rac^s, 
his broad bjimnieJi bcavtrtm his head, tliroivdi 
which his staunLC lock- ciept out in scjualid ^,hr^d‘?, 
that fell like snakes upon i he slioulvlers of a nend. 
— ‘ Such e\ci be«ilif‘ fate ot Iniinan natnu*! IMl asf- 
i^ravatc his luisery by thr 'issult oi charity. HaiL- 
ye, Castdian,' I cxrhimnn!, * take tins piselle; il i^ 
coin, il is s'Utr fioui the inuu of Me\i( o; a Sp u'- 
•ard dut^ if fitnn the unne, a V rent hinan •'ives it e-'U : 
j)ut by }<uir piwle a«ul toiicii it!'—( u?sr be \ 
nation,* the 1’asliliaii i'e]))ied, ‘ 1*11 strove befoTL !’!' 
take ir trom \our Iiauds/—" Starve tlieii/ i an- 
srvered, and p.istfd on. 

kcimibcdi .iT^)aneu mi>nntain; tlie wolves Invwl- 
Cvl In the tlesart and the vultiues in Hocks 

for ])icv; I looked and helicld a ido uny inansiori 
nndfMiualh my feet, ^ast as the jiride of its founder, 
^fnnny and disconsolate as his soul : it was the Fs- 
•r^niaHl—® tyrant reierns,’ said J, ‘ here 

let hjP\n rfl;in ; hard ast!ii\^c rocks ins th<i%e, wa^te 
as thc'c desartsbe h^ doTnnuon! A meagre creature 
j>assed nn*; kimiue stared in his c_^e, he cast*:! look 
about Jiitn, and sjining uj)on a kid that was biows- 
in ihf' d('s:»rl, he smote it dead with his 
hastily thni'-r it into Ins wallet.—‘ Ah sacrilegious^ 11- 
rlain —erned a brawny fellow; and Jea[)ing on hifti 
from iKbiiul a rock, s*;ized the hunjrry wretch in the*, 
a d ; he dropjv d u|)on his knees and begged f(»r mcr- 
t \.— McHr V F ( lied he that seized him, ‘ do y;ou 
purloin the p opetly of the clmrcli aiurafk for me*- 

VOL, \(.i. ^ K 

A 

I 



J. 


cy r 


93 OBSERVER* 1 

-So) say in", he beat him to the earth with a 
blow, as he w«l. kneeling at his feet, and then drag- 
ged him towards the convent of Saint Lawrence : 
I could have hugged the mistrreant for the deed. 

1 1 o 

** J held rny journey thrdui^h the desart, and de¬ 
solation followed me to tlie veiy ilrcets of Madrid; 
the f?ithcrs of the inc^ulsition came forth from the 
cells ot torture: the cross was cleviilcd before them, 
and a trembling wretch in a saliVon eoloured vest, 
paintc'l with flames of lire, wa'-; dragged to execution 
in an open srjuare; they kindh’d a lire ahjiit him* 
and sang praises to C^od, whil st *?he flames dcTibc- 
rately consumed theii human \iciim : 1 Ic was u Jew 
who suflered, they were ( InUtiaus who tormented. 
—‘ See what the lehoion ol tiod is,’ said 1 to my¬ 
self, ‘ In the hands oi man !* 

‘‘ From the gates of Madrid f bent iny course 
towards the p'>rl ol Ll^bon ; as I traversed the wil¬ 
derness of Kstreinaflura, a loldier took his aim at me 
from b^diind a coik-tiee, and tlie h ill gra/,ed my hat 
upon my hev.d.— ‘ You have mIs^ed your aum,* I 
cried, ‘ arivl have lost the merit of <lestro\ ing a man.* 
—* (iivc me your jjui'-c,’ .‘•rdd tlie robber.—‘'Take 
it/ 1 replied, ‘ and buy with it a fiiend; may it 
serve you as it has served me!’ 

J foynd the city of Lisbon in ruins ! her foun¬ 
dations s' mriked th,e ijrouiid; the (Vying' and 

the dead la tl in heaps; tenor 'Jale in every visage, 
and maiikiiiJ was visited with the plagues of the 
Alniigiity, famine, Are, and eartlicjuake.—I lave 
t\\'y the iiuiuisition in this country:’ I aftced: 

1 w^s answered they had.— ‘ And do tluy mukd all 
this outcry'' about fin earthquake r’ said 1 w’thin 
myself, ‘ let them give Uod thanks and be quiet.* 
Piysentl^r there came shins from Fng’.and, load- 
etl with all manner oiYioods for the rei^cf of the in- 
habikints; the pcv'>ple look the bounty, were pre- 
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served, then turned and curfed their.pyRer>ers for he- , 
reties.—‘ '1'his is a.s it should be,’ ..d I, ‘ these men 
act up to their nature, and the h.nj^^lish hre a nation 
of fools; 1 will not "o^monc;st tlicm.'—Alter a short 
time behold a new city was ii'-iiig on the ruins ol the 
old one! The people took the builders tools, which 
the Kngllsh had sent them, and made themse‘|vcs 
houses : 1 overheard a fellow at his work s<^' to his 
roinpanion— ‘ Before the earthquake 1 made my 
beil in tlie slrcets. now J slir.ll have a house to live 
in/—‘ 1 his IS too r luth,’ tuid i ; ‘ their misfortunes 
make this pcoplc*h:ippy, and I will sta}’^ no longer 
in their coiuitiy. “—I desceiulctl to the banks oi the 
^J'agu^; thire was .i slop, whose canvass was loosed 
for saiihig.— * J^he i.« an F.nghsh ship/ says a Gal- 
licgo juiTter ; ‘ tiny are bra\r soiimenj but damned 
tyr mb on tlie ijnarler deck/— ‘ I liey jiay well tor 
what they lia\c,%ay,s a bt>ai-m:in, * and^i am going 
on boaut her with a cargo ol lemons. —1 threw 
mjseU into lhe^\vl'tri\, and entered the ship : I he 
inariTicrs were ocrupieil with iheir w'ork, and no¬ 
body questioned me v\hy J was amongst them. 
I’he tide wafted ns intp tic ocean and the mght be¬ 
came tcnjiicstnoiis, th<*. vts.scl laboured in the sea, 
%nd the molhfing brought no respite to our toil.—' 
%\\ \|ither arc you boundr* said i to th^mastcr.— 

‘ To hell/ said he, ‘ im iiothing but the devil ever 
drove at such a rate ! —"I he IcHovk^’a vrdee was 
thunder; the sailois sung in the storm, and rhe mas¬ 
ter's •oatlis were louder than the waves; the th ird 
day was a dead calm, and he sw'oreloiuler 
—ifthe winds wcie oi this man’s making,’ the^^t 
J, ‘ he would not be contemt with tiiem/—A tavour- 
able breeze sprung iq> as it it had come at his calling* 
—‘ i thought it was coming,’ says he ; * put»hcr be¬ 
fore the \vii*d, it blows tair for our j)ort. —‘ .But 
where is yot ^ poit?’ again 1 afked him.—‘ Sir,’ 
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Jie, ‘ 1 Ci'irl no’^ansA'icryoiirqncstiijn as I shouldtio; 
with GoiVs lc:i\C 1 iim bound to Bouidcaux; every 
thing atseaVoesas it pleat’s God.’—My heart sunk 
lit the Maine ot' my native (’iJly. ‘ 1 was Irt'ighted,’ 
added he, ‘ liom London wiiii a cargo oi goods ot 
all sorts for the pour surtereis by the caiilujuake; 
i s]iall load back with wine for my owners, and so 
help oL;t a charitahle vrr^ age with somchttlc prorit, 
i{ it please God to bh^s our endeavours ’—‘ l h'\- 
iiay!' thought], ‘how f.iir we-ither changes this 
fellow’s note!’—‘ f.,CAvis,’sail! he to a handsome 
youth, who stood at liL elbow, ‘ we will now seek 
out this Monsieur C'haubert at Bourdcaiix, and get 
payment of his bills on your account.-—‘ Nhew me 
your bills,’ said 1, * ibr 1 am t haubert.’—1 Ic jiro- 
tluced them, anjl 1 sa\v m\ owui name lorged to 
bills in Icivour of the vilKiln v\ho had so treaLlicr- 
ously dealt with me in the all air of the woman 
who w'as to have been my wiie.—‘Where is the 
wotfh,’ said J, ‘ who dicw therf lorgericsr’— 
'.i iie \oulh hurst into tears.—* lie is my lather,’ he 
leplied, and turned awaj —‘ Sir,’ sajs tlie master, 
‘ 1 am not surprised to iind.this fclk»w a villain to 
)OU, for f was once a trader in aiHuence and have 
been juined by his means, and reduced to what you 
see me; ^jut J forgive whalju' has done//) r^c; * 
can earn a maintcnaLCC^ .;aKl i[[n as hapjiy in my 
present hard employ, nay liaj^pier than when 1 wms 
rich and idle; but to defraud his owm son jiroves* 
^.Jiirn^an unnatural rascul, and, if I had i/iin Kcie, 1 
juhi hang liim at the mizen yard. , 
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NUMBER XVI. 


CfTAiTriiiir’ narnstive proceeds as follows:— 
W lien the ni^lisli nias{( r declared he was happier 
ill his piesent hasil scrMce than in his former pios- 
perit^' and that he loi^a\e the \illain who had 
mined li.n, I start(’d with astonishment, and stood 
out ot lis reach, {'Xjiectine; e\eiy moment when his 
})hren/v«w’oukl break out;’! looked hijn steiidil) in 
th*e face, and my .suipiisc saw symptoms of 
inadnr.'S there; theie was no \vanderiri‘^ in his eyes, 
nnd content cd miinl was impressed upon his lea- 
turcs.— ‘ Ate you in your senses,’ 1 demanded, 
* anej can vou^for^ivc the villain?’—‘ hiorn iny 
heait/ answered he, ‘ else how should 1 cxjicct to be 
for^iA'cn?’—Ills words struck me dumb; -my heart 
tup^;ed at iny bosom ; *thc blood rushed to my face. 
JJe s:uv m^ situation and turned asrde to give some 
Older-; i( the sailors; after some minutes he resumed 
flic Jf on#’i>iiti()n, and •advancing towaitfs me, in. 
his rough familiar«naif!i?r, said— ‘ It js my way, 
Air. Chauhcit, to forgive and forget, though to be 


sure tlie fellow' deserves hanging for his treatment 
of this poor bo^ bis son, who is as good 
ex"(w* lived, but as for father and mother'— ‘ \Ji no 
is his rnoihcr? W hat was her naiiM:?' I eagerly de¬ 
manded. Her namc^had no sooner j)a«sed his lips,^ 
than 4 felt II shock through all my tramc ^icyond 
that ol eleetricilv ; 1 staggered as if with a sudden 
Stroke, aiwl fkuioiit hold oi the bairicatle; an invo- 
luntary shritV burst from me, and 1 cried out. 



j02 


OBSERVER. 


N'> IC). 

—‘ 'rb.-it -vvonV’!—Oh! that woman^—* Was a 
devil,’ saul'ilie luaftcr, ‘ and if you knew but hall 
the misery yc/u h ue escaped,‘you would fall down 
upon your kiic<*s Lind ihaiik-Ci-od for the blessjn^: 

I hiue hcaul )oui story* Mr. Cdiaubert, and when 
cl man is in love, do vou see, he docs not like to 
have his niisticss taken from liitn; but some thin‘:'s 
arc better lost than !(»und, and it this is all you have 
to complain of, take itiv w'oul tor it you complain 
of tin* luckiest horn* in your whoie life.* He would 
have p^oceed^‘d, hut J turned IVoii'him witlioul lU- 
terini^ a word, and shutting niyselt into niy cabin 
surrendered myself to my meditations. 

“ My mind was now in such a tumult, that I 
cannot recall'iny thoughts, much less put them into 
any' oulcr for ick'ition : The ship houever kept her 
course, and had now entered the mouth of the C^a- 
ronne; i landed on the ijuay of Bourdcaux ; llie 
master accompanied me, and young Lewis kqit 
ciiargc of llie ship: I he first abject that met my 
■view was a gibbet erected before the door of a mer¬ 
chant’s cornpting htnisc: 1 he convict was kneeling 
on a scaffold; whilst a friar was receiving his last 
confession; his face was turned towards us ; th'* 
Knglisliman glanced his e^ e upon him, and instantlv 
cried out—' Look, look, Mr. C'haubcrtjthe"very 
man, as 1 am alive ; it is ifi^'tallllr of young Lewis.’ 
— rhe .wretch had discovered us in the same mo¬ 
ment, and called aloud—‘ Oh Chaubert, Chaidiert! 

IVie speak to you before 1 die!*—llis yell was 
^*iior«or to rny soul; J lost the power of motion, and 
the crowd pushiiig towards the scaffbld, thrust me 
^forward to the very edge of it; the (rlar ordered si¬ 
lence, rnd demanded of the wretch why* he had called 
out so eagerly' and what he had farther to confess. 

“ Father,* replied the convict, ‘ th s is the very 
man, the very Chaubert of whom 1 v as speaking; 
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lie was the best of friends to me .tnd I repaid hfs 
kindness with the blackest treachery ; I seduced the 
Woman of his aff'ectl(«ns from him, 1 mairicd her, and 
because wc dreaded hi^ resentment, wc conspired in 
an iitlcmj)t upon liis life by j)oisun.’—He now 
turned {o inc and proceeded as foliov\ s:—‘ \ on may 
remember, C'hauhert, as we were suppinyjtoj^etlier 
on the very cvenln<; of l.ouisa’s eiopcinent, she 
lianded to jou a glass of wine to drink to your ap- 
])io:iching nuptials; as you were lifting it to j’our 
li])s, your favoutiie 8j)aniel leaped upon your arm 
and dashed it on tlu' lloor; in a .vudden transport of 
])assion, wdrich vou were addicted to, you stsuek 
the creature wotli AioUncc and laid it dead at your 
teet. It was the savinji moment t)f y uir life—the 
wine was ])oirv)ncd, inevitable (fealh was in the 
drauglit, and the animal you killed v\^as (iod’s iu- 
str utneiU for j>rcserving you ; reflect upon the event, 
subdue your j)assioris, and practise resignation; Fa- 
ther,# 1 have no* more to confess 1 I die repcnlanl: 
Let the CAecutloner do his olHc:e.” 


Here ends the diary of Cdiaubcrt. 

1 do nor rnran to cx]>osc mv ideas to Ingenious 
jidieiilc by maintaining that every thing happens to 
cvei^ man for the best, but 1 will content!, that he, 
vvlu/inafes the i)est of it^ fuUills the pai?of a wise 
and good man : Afioth^r thing may be sah ly ad¬ 
vanced, namely, that me.n is not competent to de- 
cule ppon the good oi evil of many events, which 
befal him in ihib life, and we have aiithmity/o 
TFbr it to hnn that ioih vood ciV*/, arid <‘id 1 

could wish that the story of C’li^aibeit, as I ha^e 
given it, might mak (4 that imjjress’on ujxni any nut; 
of rny readers, as it did upon me, when 1 reived 
it; and 1 (mdd also wish, that 1 felt myself worthy 
to add to itlUic exjrcrience of many cft'caii'enccs in 
my own life, to which time and patience have given 
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colours very dT“"rent from those they wore upon 
llicir til St aj'vpt'araiicc. 

\\ Iicn men sink into despondency or break out 
into nge upon advcisnies ar?d misfortunes, it is no 
pioof that ProvnleiKc lavs a heavier burthen uj>nn 
them than they (an hiar, ht^cause it is not clear that 
they ha\ c exei led all the possible resources of the 
soul. ' ■ 

‘^riie ]»assioriS may l>e humoured till they become 
our masters, as a Iioim- may be j'^ampered t'll lie gctiJ 
the btUer of his iidci ; hut eaily d>*( ipline will pre¬ 
vent mutiny, and kec.}) th*^* helm in llic hands of 
reapf'n. if we put our cliildrin Jivh r lesriaint ami 
corri'Ction, udiv sliouM \vc, wlic^ are hut (inhiren of 
a larger grov^tli, he itfiaetfu^ and coinplani, when 
the h'athc r ot aK* tliinj. ^ ha).'' the r'holcsonie cor- 
3 ccti( fi o( ad\eis:tv (fn cur heads? 

Amon«/Ft the iVuroncr.ts of j^hi^Mnon the ctanic 

* ' O 

poet, thcie i> j>r.Tt of a dialogue ]'»rihrr\c(l benveen 
a rnasp r and his scr\ant, w hose •names aie not 
^d\en, wlmli falls in with th^ sui/jeft I am speaking 
ot ; these IVaforvnts haM* hta-n collected irom the 
woiks of the ‘ci'oliasls and f^'iainmarians, and many 
of tl,<m have been (|noted I'y the i'ajhers ot the 
Cdiiisliaii (hiiuh, ftir the moral and ]»’ous maxims 
they (:onf!.in ; J think the .(aderwiil ncc lib^dis- 
]dea>cd, it J oc( asion: ]!y'^‘irtsoffit him w'ltli pome 
SjK'cimcns frfun these n mains of ilie Clreck comedy, 
and, tor the pre.'cnt, lud.e my paper vvit^ll the 

tiansl.itiori: 

-"h' ‘ \\ liiUl you li\c, Sir, drive aw'iiy sor- 

irw; it is tlie w^rst comj):my a man ‘am kcej),* 

‘ V\ hdst 1 ]i\e, siiiah ? why thcie is no 
Ji\ing yyithout it,’ 

Sirva>i!. ‘ Kc'ver tell me. Sir; llie wounds of the 
mind arc not’tt* he liealed by the tcangoi ih(^ eyes : 
Jt they were, who would be without tflie medicine? 
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'I1icy woultl bf the best faniil} in luituiv; 

and it nothing but money would 'ouy them, you 
could not pay too dearly foi the ]niichase. But 
alack-a-day, what do t^ey avail r Weep, or wetp 
not, this stubborn world oi’ouis will have its way ; 
sighing and groaning, take luv woid ior it, is but 

labouriost.’ 


i 


Mdsirr. ‘ Cirantedl for its use ! wdl not ct^dend, 
nor can you, as 1 take it, disj)utv* its necesdty : H is 
as natural tor the eyes to shed teais in alilittion, as 
ior a tree to drop ^ts leaves in autumn.’ 

S<rca/il, ‘'J'hat i deny; the necessity of evil 1 
admit, but not the nece^slty of bewadjiig it. Mark 
bow your maxims and mine dillcr; you meet mis¬ 
fortune in,the way, I let mis^fortune meet me: theie 
aie too many evils in life that no»niaVi’s wisdom 
tan avoid; but lie is nowise in;in who multijilies 


t(»o m:tny by more ; now niv philoso])hy teaches 
me, that amongst all the evils vou complain of, 
there js no evil *0 gieat as ) our complaint ilMdf: 
why if diivcs a man out of his senses, out of his 
h:'ulih, nay at last out of the wculd; so shall it not 
me ; il inisforlune Will come, I cannot he]]) it, but 
ii lamentation follows it, that is my fault ; ami a 
IcJbl ot iiir 0‘vVrt making, my good master, is a fool 
inilcecii’ 

^ Say yoUpSo, liFrail ? Now I lieild your 
insensibility U) be of the nature of a brute; my 
leclings I regard as the picrogativc of a man; thus 
althou<Jli we ditl'c” widely in our practice, each 
itp tp his j)roj)cr cliaractci.’ ’ 

StruinL * If I am of the nature of a brute, 
cause 1 fear the gods and submit to thcii will, the 
..gods toj'give me 1 If it*be tlie ])r(ro^;iti\e of a man, 
to say 1 will not bear misfoi tunes, i will not submit 
to the decrees .of the gods, let the gods iinswcr thJit 
lor themselvcsv 1 am apt to think it is no gieat 
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' mark of couivii^e to despair, nor any Kiiro proof of 
wcaknc.sii to be content. It a man wcie to die ol a 
clis.ippoiiUinent, how the vengeance docs it come to 
j)-as!-. that any body is left rihve ? uu may, it you 
think v^ell ot it, counteract the designs of the gods, 
and turn their intended blessings into actual mis- 
fortune^, but I do not think their work will be 
mciulc I by your means; you may, ii y'ou please, 
resent it witli a high hand, it y<'iir mother, or your 
son, i-t ytuir liiriui should t«ikc the liberty'to die, 
when you w’jsb them to \i\c ; bcit to me it a]>pca‘iS 
a natural event, which no man can keep ofi ironi 
his own pei«^on, or that of any other ; you may, if 
you think it woiih your while, be very miserable 
when tins woman ini?carries, or that woman is 
brought to* bed ; you may tornn nt y ourself because 
your' mother lias'a cough, or your mistress drops a 
tear; in shoit, you itkiv send yi'-in-ilt out ol the 
world with soriow, but I think it better to stay 
my time in it and be happy.’ i 


NUMBER XVIL 


I MENTIONED in my'seventh paprr that I had acard 
^ f>*om Vanessa inviting me to a f\asf of Juanw, i 
•^Vbnfe^s I wasvery^ curious to know what the nature 
of this feast might be ; and having been since la- 
vfiured with a se(;on<l invitation, J shall take the 
liberty of relating what 1 saw and heard at tha*' 
lady’ll assembly. 

• The ccleh'ratcd Vanessa has been (,lther a beauty, 
or a wit all her life long; and oi (o' rsc has a better 
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plea for vanity than tails to most jimmenVs share ; 
her A'^anity also js in more e>:/tfisable i'or the 

jilcasing colouts it soinetiiiies throws u[)on her cha¬ 
racter: it gives the spiin^ to chanty, gorKl-natiin*, 
afiahillty; it makes lu i* splendid, hospitahle, lace- 
tious; carries her into nil the circles of line jx-uplc, 
and crowds all the line people into lier’s ; it staits 
a thousand whimsical caprices that furnish employ¬ 
ment to the arts, and it has the of opcnlfig her 

floors and her jiurse to the sons of scien< e ; in shoit, 
it administers protectnni to all descriptions arid 
clet’Tces r)f iicnius, 4’ioin the manuLclurer f)t a tooth- 
})ick to the autlnn* ot an e];ic jiociii: it is a vanity, 
that is a sine hi^v at an anthoi’s first nitrht, and u 
sure caid at a peifoim r's benefit; it pays \^\!1 for 
<i dedicatit'^n, and ‘lands for*six: co])ies itVpon a sub¬ 
scriber’s list, Wnestj tJic ccntic of iier own 
citvle sits Ukc the ^ta^tlc oi' the Athenian Minerva, 
iijceiiseil with the brtalii of {)lulosoj>hcis, jxicls, 
j):iiliters, orators, and every votarisl of art, science, 
or fin« sjieaking^ It is in her academy, young no- 
airlates tiy their wit and practise panegyric; no 
one like \hincssa can break in a young lady to the 
[loelicp, and tear h hei IVgasus to carry a side- sadtllc: 
jlic can inak'‘^a mathematician cpiote Pindar, a 
linastci^in cliancery wnite novels, or a Birmingham 
haidw'^ire-%ian stamp r!i«ines as fast as bmfons. 

As 1 came laiher Kdofl* ^he modern hour of \i- 
siting, I waited some time in hci room beloi'e any 
f>r the <:onipany appeau vi; several new |mblic.itions 
on various subnets were, l\ing on hei talde: ihe*^ 
were stitched in blue pajier, and most ot them fr^n 
from the press ; in some she liavl stwck small scrapsit' 
of paper, as if to m;irV Avhere ^he had left olf’rtMd- 
ing; in'others slie had doubled down certain Images, 
seemingly for tlie sanu' ])arj)ose. At last, a meagre 
little man wi'^h a most satirical countenance Avas 
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usIuvclI 111 . and look Lis scat in a corner of the 
room; he* cvcL,nu‘ atlentivclv for some time tliroiui-h 
his specUK’ics, and at last accosted me iii the fol- 
lov\in<y word?: ‘ You are looking; at these books. 
Sir; i take for granted thi^y arc newly published.’ 

* 1 believe they arc,’ I rejdied. ‘ 1 thought so,’ 
says he. ^ 'rheu you may depend upon it their 
aiubors will be here by and by ; you may always 
know what company you arc to exj)ect in this 
luar^c by the books upon the table: it is in lliis 
way Vanessa has got all her wit and learning, not 
by reading, but by making authors believe she reads 
their works, and b}’ thus lickliiig their vanity she 
L.ends so man}' heiakls into the world to cry up her 
fame to the skies; it is a veiy pretty finesse, and 
saves a wo»,ld of time for bitter amusements.* lie- 
had no sooner'said this than V'anessa entered the 
room, and whilst I was making a most ])rofouud 
re\crence, 1 beheld soniething apjiroachlng to me, 
which looked like columns and aichesand porticos 
in the perspective of a plaj'housc .’icene; as J raised 
iny eyes and ex.irnincd it a little closer, 1 recognized 
the luins ol Palmyra embroidered in coloured silks 
upon \ ancs'^a’s petticoat. It was the first visit I 
had evei paid, and Vanessa not being reavly wi*h 
niy name, 1 made a silent obeisance, anci receiving 
a smile m return, retreated to my chair; ray friend 
said a great many smar'i Vnin^s upon tnc ruins of 
Palmy 1 a, which \ auc"*':! on her part contended to 
be a very jirc'i'-er cm^dein li>r an old wotnan in 
who hac seen better day^; tlie wit icplictl, 
ibvr instentl ol Palmyia it ouglit to liave been 
^5f\liien.s, iuul tl.vn ,shc would have been cquipj)cd 
^ from hc;:<l to h'ot in ch Mag<T. \ ane.vsa smiled, 
Imt maintained the pu);)iiet\ of Iier (boice, bicldinc^‘ 
him observe, ‘ that tliough she carried a city upon 
lier back, that city all the woild knej., was planted 
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on a dcsart.” She now acUlrcsseii herself to me, 
and in the most gracious nituiner asivtcl me when I 
hoped to put my jjro'jcct into execution; I answered 
in about two months," diinking siic allud. tl to the 
publication of these papers, a circumstance 1 knew 
she was informed of. '■ Well, i pii^test/ says Va¬ 
nessa, ‘ I envy you the undertaking, and wish I 
could find courage enough to accompany 1 

assured her there was nothing in the world winihl 
make rnc so happy as her assistance, and that \ wtis 
confident it would ensure success to my undertak¬ 
ing. ‘ 'Fheic yoiS flatter me,’ says siie, *• for f 
should do nothing hut look after shells .iiul corals 


and the jralaces of the Tritons and Vaiads 


if 1 was 


to go down With you.’—llejrc I began to stare most 
"egregiousfy.—‘ But after all,’ added she, * will your 
diving-bell canv^louble ?’ This lucldess diYinir-beil 
was Siu h an unexpected plunge to me, tiiat if I had 


been actually in it, 1 cj)uld scarce have been more 
hampered; so thought it was better to remain 
under*vvarer, and wait till the real artist came in to 




set the mistake to rights : this, however, my neigh¬ 
bour with the spectacles Avould not allow of, for 
suspecting the tna'-enUnhu he began to question me 
ln)w long 1 could stay under water, and wlieiher 1 
*C 4 uldj|Sec distinctly ; he then took a pamp](jlct from 
the tarjlc,%nd spicadiiig*^^t a laige eng»'aved plan 
of a diving-bell, dc^iTcd me to inform him how I 
managed those jjipes and conductors of air; all this 
while he was slyly, enjoying my^ confusion, till 1 
Suinmonc<i resolution to apprise Vanessa <af hc^ 
mistake; this produced a thousand polite apologies 
on her part—* But these wreiclicd' ey^es of mine,^ 
says she, ‘ aie for evei* bet^ tying me into blunders.’ • 

^That'isa ' ^ 

illuminate 

owner,’ adds no, ‘ it Is Chad’s revenge aVainst mur- 


pity indeed, replied the wit, ‘ for^ they 
:very boilv else; but if they betray th^ir 
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dcr.’ Se\criil !itci;iti now entered the room, to 
w hom \ ni.Ldt her (:(>mj)linients, |)a; ticuLirly 

to a blind old ^entlcimui, whom slie cohductcd to 
his chair with ^rcat hu'mmdty, jimi iirimcdiMtcly 
b(*«^an taHvinj.' to hirn ot his discoveries and e,\pe!’i- 
ments on the inicioscope. ‘ .Ah! Adadam,’ icpiicil 
the minute phih^so])hcr, ‘ those researches aie now 
ovv;r; so;rjct!uiif; mi«hL liave hcen done, ii my eyes 
had held out, but 1 lost my sijdit jn'-t as 1 iuid dls- 
covcredi tlie i'-eneratioii of mites: but this J cm take 
on n»ys-']f to j)ronouiire, that they are an <')\iparous 
rare/ ‘ ilc content,* r<"[)lic(l V aiiessa, ‘ there is a 
lilessiiii;' upon him who throws even a av/Vc inio the 
trea'-ury of science.’ The phi]oM>[)lier then pro¬ 
ceeded to inionn her, that he liad bcifuii some cu¬ 
rious d!ss((^r tlic evo (if a mole, but that bis* 
own vvendd not serve iiim to coinplefe iliein : ‘111 
could have jirocecded in them,’ sj)s he, ‘ 1 am 
verily pcisuadicd 1 couhl luive l^ionyht iiiiu to his 
cye-si'^ht by the op^*rall(>u of conrlsm;.f; and now,’ 
savs he, ‘ 1 am cni{'*Ltcd in a new discovtYc, in 
vrljicli i niean to employ none but [^eisiiiis umler 
the like mislortunc with tnvself.’—^o interesting'* ix 
discovery ralsctl my cuiiosily, as well as A’aiussa’s, 
to eiu|iiire into it, and meliiou^-lit (jeii the wit !n 
the spectacles had a fellow-h c linf; in the subject 
• It is a *J)o\vdcr, nitvlaij^/'adtled the ])MIos?<plicr, 

‘ which 1‘have prepared Tor il sfiov.c^^ vermin on 
fruit ttecp, and even ants In the V\ est Indies; I con¬ 
fess to yon,’ says he, ‘ it is fatal to tin* eye-sii^ht, 

’ 1 am persuaded f enve the lose, of mine to it, 

^ rather than to tin* i‘ ps (d mite-, or the couciiini{ of 
Clinics; and a((‘miliii';iy I ]»ropose that this jiow^icr 
<)ha!I be blown thmui^b Ivjlotvs ofiny^ (Avn invent¬ 
ing^ lir none but men wlio aic stone blind; it will 
be very easy'* fov your j.;ardeiier, or overseer of your 
plantations, to had them up to thyii wujk, and 
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then leave them to [)erforni it; foi «:he du*-.! is so ' 
subtle,, that il is seiice possible xo iiiveiit a cover 
for thce\es, tli.'it <::vn serurc them against it I be¬ 
lieve,’ atUled lie, '' 1 hate s(^nie ot it in my poeht t* 
and if you have uiiv dies or spiders in the ruoni, 1 
will sofm convince ^oii cif its ed.c icy by an expe¬ 
riment before your e^^cs.* \ an, 'ssa cagerl y * t s i aretl 

Iniii tin re was no such thing in h *r roon?, and 
dsauiiu'" her chair to a distance, 1 >« cired Inm not to 
ticubic bnnscll \\ ilh any experiiiRM at p-iC^eiit. 

There sat an <4iali:ary vvoin.m in a r>]ack cloak 
by llic lire side, with !u*r feet upvjn tlic tender and 
her knees u[>, who seemed employed upon a cushion 
pjllow, wlrn'h she k-'pt concealed under hoi ajiron, 
.ualuuit oiH,e looking at thh woik she was upon. 

‘ ^ ou ba\c read ^of tile Witch of hmdor,’ says she 
to me, (td;)sciving I hail fixcvi my cycb upon her) 

* J am a descend int of that old lady’s, and can raise 
tile dead, as well as she couhl.’—Irnmediatclv she 
put asjde her api'^)!!, aiul produced a head moulded 
in wax so strikingly like my deceased friend, the 
father ot C’allioj>e, th.'it the shock it gave, me was 
too a[)parcut to escape h?r.—‘ ^ on knew this brave 
fcdlovv I pcrci ived says she; *’ England never owmed 
better olncer; he was my hero, and every line in 
hi? laA is^ngraved in heart.’—‘ W'ha^must it 

be in mine ?’ 1 answc«cd,^afld turned away to a cir¬ 
cle ot ])eoplc, who had collected themselves round 
a plain^ but veneiable, old man, and weic very at¬ 
tentive to his <liswOUrsc ; He spoke with great ely'- 
ergy, and in the truest chosen language ; noboijy 
3 ^et attempted U» interrupt him, and his words rolled a 
not with the shallow pnpetuosity of a torrent, but 
»deeply«nd llucntly, liLe the co]>loiis current of the 
Nile ; He took up the topic ol leligion in hi.*? 
course, and, though pals)^ shook his hcacl, helooke’d 
.so terrible in C hnstiau ainiour, and dealt his stroke 
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•U'ith so mucV force and judgment, that Infidelity, 
in the j)ersons of M vcral ])etty skirmishers, sneaked 
away Irom beiore him : One little fellow however 
had wiiggled his chair nearer and nearer to him, 
and Kept baying at him whilst he was speaking, 
pcipciually Cluing out—‘ C)i\c me leave to obser\'e 
—not to intciTUj)t y<'u, Sir,— That is extremely 
well,'out in anst/<’r to what you say.’—All this 
had been ^oing on without any attention or stop 
on the j)art of the speaker, wliuse eyes never once 
llgliled on the company, till thc.httlc fellow, grow¬ 
ing out of all j)aticncc, Avalked biddl}^ up to him, 
and catching htddof a button somewhere above the 
waistband ol his breeches, with a sudden twitch 
clu( k<‘d liie moving-spring of his discourse, and 
iniuh to my re^gret brought it to full stop. The 
j)liiloso[)her looked about f(»r the insert that annoyed 
iiitn, and having at last eyed him, as it were as- 
kaunce, demanded what it was pro\okcd him to im¬ 
patience.—‘ Have 1 Slid any thing, good Sn', that 
yfju do not comj^rehend r’—‘ No, no,’ replied he, 

‘ 1 ])erie(5ily well comprehend every word you have 
been saying.’—‘ Do you ko. Sir,’ said the philo- 
sophei, *■ then 1 hcartil} ask pardon of the coinjiany 
for misemploying their time so egr^gioih.jly,’—ancl 
stalked '..way without waiting for an an^wer^ 

Vanessa had now ^e<K>ileited or enquired my 
name, and in a very gracious manner icpealcd her 
excuses for mistaking me lor the diver.—‘ Kut if 
the old saying hold.s good,’ add* she, ‘ that tiuth 
■" lies at the bottom of a well, 1 dare say you will not 
<»sctuj'le to dive^for it, so I hope J h.we not given 
you a di^honouiable occupation.’ J was endea¬ 
vouring at a ie]jly, when the wit in the s]X‘CtaclcK 
came up to us and whispered Vanessa in the ear, 
that the true Diving-bell was in yonder corner; she 
immediately turned that way, and as she passed 
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whispered a young lady loud enough for me to hear ' 
her—‘ My dear, 1 aiu in vour third voliiine.’—I he 
gill bowed her head, and by the Arcadian grace 
that accompanied it, I 4.ook it lor granted she was 
a Novelist. 

1 now joined a elm ter of peojde, who had 
crowded round an :n^tress wdio sat upon a sc'ph.i, 
leaning on her cibow in :« ]>:n.iive auitnd^, ar^d 
sccnieti to be countin'^ the sticks of her bin, whilst 
they Vv\ re \vini.^; with eivli other in the most extra- 
vagnnt encanniiun#.—‘ \ <>u u as adorabk’ Iasi ni',!it 
in Helvideia,^ ‘i p' J't voinnj parscni with a hi rh 
tvJijpee ; ‘ I sat in Latly Blubber s box, and j fan 
assine } rm s'.ic and her dauglners too wept most 
bituily—hut tluai that charhung mad scene, by my 
soul it was a che[’dkxmvre ; piay. Madam, give me 
leave if> iisk yon, was you really in your seri'^cs?’ 
—"■ J strove to do it as well as 1 could,’ answered 
the ar tress. *' Do yon intend to play comevly next 
seasor;?’ says a huly, stej>;)ing ut> to her with gieat 
cauevness.—'• I shall d^^ .’.s the m ma:«cr bids me,’ 
5*he lephed. < 1 should be curi<uis to know,’ s.iys 
an elderlv lady, vvli'e!i ^lait, Madam, yon vomself 
esteem llie b'^u yoci j)la\ 1 always eiuleaxour 

to make that which I am about the best.’ An fie- 
gflnt 3 'ouii|r w'oinan oi huihion now tof'k hi^ rum of 
interrogatory, and vwiih •iiftny apologies b^-ggetl to 
be inIbrmeJ by her, if she studied those intdiantlng 
looks auvl attniulcs beioic a glass?—‘ i never study 
any thing but my author.’—‘ d'hen you pracri-^e 
them in rehearsals ?’ rejoined the fiucstioncr.— 
seldom rehearse at all,’ re])lied the actress. ‘ She# 
has line eyes.’ s.iys a ^ agic poet tf>an eminent ]iaiti- 
tcr, * what modest dignity they bear, what awiul * 
penetration ! mark how the}’ play in those dot j) 
sockets, like diamonds in the iniiic ! •whilst tlfat 
commanding brow moves over them like a cloud, 
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and carries stc\rm or sun-shine, as the ckity within 
directs; She is the child ol nature, or, if you will 
allow me the expression, nature herself; for she is 
in all thini^s orijriual; in piiy, or in terror, penitent 
or presiu'nj)tnous, famished, mad, or dying, she is 
lier aulhoi's tlinught jicrsonified; and it this na¬ 
tion, which fashion now nails by the ears to the 
shariu’nd pillory of an Italian ('|)era, shall ever be 
brouiiht back to a true relish of its native drama, 
that woman will have the merit of their reformat 
tion.’ 'I'liis rhajisody uas received with great 
tranquillity by tlic ])aintcT, who coc^lly replied— 

* All that IS veiy well, but where wall jam see finer 
attitiuif’s, than in an opera dance, or nioie pictu¬ 
resque draoeiies, than in a masquerade ? Every man 
ior his own arti^ Vanessa now came up, and de- 
si.mg leave to introduce a young muse to Melpo¬ 
mene, presented a girl in a white frock with a fillet 
oi’flowers twined lound her hair, which hung down 
her bark in flowing curls; the j'oling muse made a 
low obeisance in the stile of an Oriental salain, and 
with the most unembanassed ^olce and counte¬ 
nance, w'hilst the poor actress was covered wdth 
blushes, tuul sutfering torture from the eyes of cjH 
the room, bioke forth as follows ;—■' 

•v 

Oil thou whom Nariire'^ pvlchiV edls tier own, 

Pride of the stage and favorite of ilie town— 

—But I can proceed no fuither, for if the plague 
had been in the house, I should not have lan away 
^.from it more eagerly than I did from Miss and her 
poetry. 
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LroN'risE Is one of those purse-proud 
wlio piotcss to speak wliat i}»ey*tliink—i*<)f \vh) ? 
he is indepeiuk’nt and leais I'tO man. if you com¬ 
plain of an affront from 1 .contiiie, you are sure lo 
I'c told—‘ J'hal whis wav, that is so like i.contiiie, 
3 ’ou must take Itim as he is.’—In short, tliere are 
certain savain's in society, v ho seem to have a na- 
tent for tlicii brutality, and he is one. 

1 often think 1 can give a good guesj^at the tem¬ 
per of the master by the servants touks ; in l^con- 
tine’s family it is strongly marked ; i was let in 
the other day by a staving liah-starvcd fellow, fresh 
from the country, wdio was out of liis wdts for fear, 
not I'yiow'ing whether he was to say his master was 
at home or abroad : V\ hilst he stood gaping with 
the door half-opened in his luhid, a voice roaied out 
from the parlour, ‘ Who’s there ?’ I 'jron which he 
flapped the .street-door in nij- face and ran to liis 
master ; as 1 was quietly walking away, he follow- 
Pd tre 11^ the street and told me to ccincfbuck, for 
his master would ?(♦ mf. * I found J xontinc in a tit 
of the c^out; his wife on her knees wra]>ping, flannel 
round his foot : It inortihed me lo see how mucli 
tile world is governed by theabj(’ct principle of fear, 
for the assiduity with which this bashaw ^vas 
wailed upon by his wife and serv^^nts was surj^riz* 
ing. After having ^cursed tin. gout, damned his 
servants, and scoUleil liis wife foi her awkwcydncss 
in swathing his fool, he began lorave about the state 
oi the nation, crying out to me every now and then 
—‘ j\ Hue pa^s )ou have brought things to at last; 
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1 ill\i^ays told yon how it would be, but you would 
not believe me, iind now you arc ruined, bankrupt, 
and undone to the devil ; 1 thoutrlit what it would 
come to with }our damned 'American war.’—I told 
him ] bad nothing to do with politics, and knew 
very little oT the matter.—‘ 'i'hat’s tiue,’ says he, 
* i undeistand von arc wutin^ra book, and s^oingto 
turn :uitlu>r; ^ ott know I am vour friend, and 
iilwavs speiik my mind, tlteietore I must tell you, 
you will repent of what you are alxait. Cannot 
vou let the woild alone r Is it ?n your [)ower to 
make it bettor r Can the devil make it worse ^ \S by 
1 could write li b(;ok if 1 )>leascd, but I scorn it; 
nay J was Irjol eiior,gh to do it once, irom a si lly 
jtrinriple. o* good w;ll to rny country; and what 
was rl'.c conseqheiu e ? V\ by, after proving as plain 
as tw'o and two make four, that we wvic no longer 
a iKirion, that vve w'eie broken, baiiled, defeated, 
and u|)«»n tlic: eve of being a province to ranee— 
after iiaving p;*(»ved ail this, d’ye- i'or the good 
of my country, what was lU) rew’ard. think y’ou, 
hut to be ahii‘'ed, vtlihetl, posted :n the vascnlly 
neivF-p'ipcrs, who threw ’he tivclltli of Aj)rll In niy 
teMli, andsit tlie peopleV iiead.sa matUJmg contrarv 
to all sense and reason, tliough I ha<l be*I-n at the 
jiains nf Vonvinciug them imw foolish all i ich hopes 
w'erc, and, tiiat tliere w is fjrh chance left, though 
miracles slioiild be wrought in their favour, of any 
possible salvation for this devoted kingdom.’ 

As \ .cnnlinc is one of those pro*iind rou reasnners, 
who handle their own argument in their own way 
by question aru^ answer, and know wliat their op¬ 
ponent has tooller bttbre he has uttered three words, 
i always leave him aclearstage to light out the sub- 
j(<Sl by himself ns nc can ; so that he proceeded 
witliout interruption to put a number nl questions, 
to which he regularly made resjionses, and, though 
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these were the very opposites to what I should pro-" 
bably have given, I let them pass without contra¬ 
diction, till there was a stop to the torrent by the 
introduction of a stran«er, who, after tellinw Leon- 
tine his name, proceeded to say he had a little neces¬ 
sary business to settle with him, which he should 
take the liberty to explain in very few words, 'Lhis 
stranger wJis a little, meagre, coneumptive irfan, far 
advanced in years, of an av';[)cct remarkably meek 
and humble, so that it wa'^ not without surprjzc 1 
heard him beginfollows ‘ 1 wait upon you, 
Sir, to demand full satisiaction and atonement for 
an injury you have done to my character by thiC 
basest lie that ever man \ittcved, and which if jou do 
, not disavow in as public a *inanncr as }^ou reportc<l 
it, I shall expeej you Avill immcdwtely answer my 
challcr.f'e, as there is no other mode of redre.ssin£i 
wrongs of so insidious a nature.’ When thivS gen- 
tlernin annour.ecd his name and description I found 
he wj^s a gonerav ofbeer, who had been upon an un¬ 
successful command in lire course of the war ; and 
that Le(»ntine, in one of his ])olitical rhapsodies, 
had treated his chararter accordinc: to his custom 
with great seuirility ; this had unluckily passed in 
, tile heari ig oi a friend of tlie (jcneral’s, who had 
efrde.'^vou^d to .'■lop Lcc;ntine in lime, but#iot being 
able so to do, had n%adc#[c^ori to hisfriCnd of what 
iiad been said of him in his absence. As he fixed 
his eyes upon Leontinc in expectation of his answer, 

I observetl his clr:cks, which before were of a ruddy 
scarlet, turn to a deep purple, which gradually 
turned into a livid tawney ; fear S(^ transformedlri^ 
features, that the Hying soldier in Lc Brun’s battle 
was not a more perfect model of horror : His lips/ 
which so lately thundered out vengeance antT ana¬ 
themas against the whole host of cidtic^, magazine- 
mongers, news-writers, and reviewers, wdlh all their 
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xlcvils, runners, nnd rv^tj'iners, now qaivcrec! witii- 
oiit tile [>ovvcr of utterance, till at last a f>cntle iniir- 
muling voice was he ml to say—* (leneril, if I have 
given ) oil oti'vnce, ] amyrry^sorry for it, hut 1 sus- 
pe:ct that what J sahl must have been unfairly stated, 
else’—I lore the htlle gentleman iinineduitely inter¬ 
rupted him, by saying—^ This eitcusc aHccts the 
veracit^’ o)‘ nu' f.'iend; 1 shall thercioic take the 
liberty of calling him inlo your room, which I did 
not chase to do in the first instance, not knowing 
yon had any body witli you ; huA ii this gentleman 
will have the gotulncss to stand in place of your re¬ 
feree on the occasion, I will bring my witness face 
to face, v/l»o will testify to the \ciy words yon 
spoke.’ T,h.s was no sootier said than done; for 
the friend was the jiassagc, andjn the most pre¬ 
cise terms asserted rlic* truth of his iiilorm;ition.— 


* And now, Sir,’ n sumed tire li<nci';d, ‘ give me 
lea\c to say there not a man in I’.ngland mote 
abhors a personal 4piairel than 1 d6, but i make Jt 
my study to give no ollcncc, and both my reputa¬ 
tion and my jjioles'^lon indlspcnsibiy oblige me not 
to put u]) with insult from any man : 'There is no 
alternative there ore left to either of us, hut for you 
to sign tliis pa])er, which I slidll use as I see lit in 
my OW'D' vindicatjun, or tium out; 1 am jery,tiorr*y 
for it; it is an unhappy duHom, but if any occasion 
can justify it, ] take the present to be one.’—Hav¬ 
ing so said, he tendered the paper to [^contine wdlh 
as rnucli politeness and address, a:; it he had licen 
delivering a petition to the commander in chief. 

The intimidated boaster took the paper with a 
trembling hand, and throwing his eye over it, beg- 
‘ged to know if it might not he niitigateil in* some 
])articulars ‘ I should be very glad to oblige you/ 
says the Cieucral, ‘ in what you wish, but they are 
iny words, and as I generally tliiuk before I rpcak or 
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1 Jim not in the luihit of uns.'iyinc;' any tliino;' 
1 Jif-sert; you must tlicrtlore si«;ri to all or none.’ 
—* if it must be so, it nui.-t,’ says Leontinc with a 
sij'h, and t()r)k the pni-i-* t'-toj). Sir, if yr>u 
inUTposed the (iencial, I Avouid know of this gen¬ 
tleman, if he has any tiling to oiler on ^oui hehulf, 
vviiy you should not sign that [>apcr.' J answert-Svl, 
tiiat j had nothing to oiler in the «asp.; ujxjntwhioh 
Ijontinc put his name to the paper. *■ Sir,’ s.i) s 
tile (icncral, *■ I am jjerfec'lly satislied, and begytmr 
])ardoij for the trouble i have guen }{)u ; 1 am per¬ 
suaded you are not a j)er;on who can injure my 
character, and this p.ijxr is ta’no imtlur usi*.’ — So 
saying, he tliiv w it mto the tire, liaving nude Ids 
bow to l.ec‘ntiiu', and wislimg me a crood morning, 
*took his iVididimdci the aim aiuk coody walkt d 
o’it of till, liouscr /Vs I v/as suspicions \ eontine.'s 
comage might oiurn after bis dciiar^nre, 1 thonglit 
it bus: to toliow his ('x;mn)le, and, taking uj) iny 
hat, k)*t the m((;vtilied bashaw to Ills meditations, 
A\ell sfitisiied to tiud an example in conriirnuion of 
ill’, opinion^V'/d//' a Imdu (it luniir is a ci. i\iry( afimid, 
^\s J walked along, inailltatiiig on wliai had jiassed, 
a doubt for llie lirst time arose m my mmd as to the 
aciice pf duelling, and 1 began to think iheie 
*3niglit& be^ccrtalii advantages accruing to#>orlety, 
wiiicl?, if tile Jiiimorijity^lithc action cofild be dis- 
jAi'iised with, might possildy balance tiie cmIs so 
c'vldenlly to he «-et against them. On the one s.sde 
I saw hi ail iis horrors the untimely catasiroplie of 
a falluT, iuisl and, son, or brother, huintd Out of 
llie, and mav.ie tlicsaeriliceofasavage fashicin, wlnclt 
the woild f*:dls honour: On the other pait I le- 
flected ^within myscit^ what the state ol manners 
might proluihly be reduced to, and how mucfl so¬ 
ciety would suifer, if such overbeaiing insolent cha- 
lactcrs as l.eoiuinc were not held in restraint by 
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tliosf^ personal considerations, which owe their in¬ 
ti nciicc to the practice of duelling. To their wives, 
servants, and dependent inferiors, from whom no 
resenttnent is to be apprehended, these tyrants are 
insupportable; to society in general they are olf’cn- 
sive a.s far as they dare ; it is not shame, nor a re¬ 
spect to good manners in any degree, nor the fear of 
the lav-/s, which s^op them, for none of these consi¬ 
der adons aHcctthem ; neither is it the unarmed hand 
of man that can correct thorn, for those brutal natures 
arc commonly endowed with brutal strength, and 
J^continc would no more have feared his puisiiy anta¬ 
gonist without a w'c.'ipon than I should stand in awe of 
aniiilant. Il theso ci’eatures, tliougiit I, wore let loose 
up(m society, aiulw^c had nothing but our fists to keep 
them in orflor, the proverb would be literally made' 
good, and the weakest must goto the wall ; but that 
sameluckv invention of<mnoowder levels the strong 
with the ieehlc, and puts all who bear tire charadterof 
a geiitlein.m, Uj.on the same line oi^lefenco : Ifblows 
ivero to bo exchanged with imjmnit}^ imd fohl lan¬ 
guage was to be endured without account, we 
should be a nation of iMbbhf. It soeiii'^ therefore as 
if nothing more were to be wished, than for certain 
mitigations of this terrible resourco, wlpch iniVot 
ultimaunly depend upon the voluntary iii^^nat iini^y' 
of those, Vvho are ( omjw,ll;jd tp I'efoit to it: *V\ hat 
1 mean is, to e'epress a wish lliat geiitleineii would 
think it no derogation from thf'ir honour to ac¬ 
knowledge an error, or ask pardon for an O'lfence ; 
and as it c.m very rarely hapj)('n, but that one party 
^imist to Ins own conviction he in the fault, it seems 
to follow, thathll those aftaus (^’honour, that can 
' be done away by an apology,' might ])y manly and 
ingeriuous characters he prevcnteil from cxlrtini- 
tif.s ; As to injuries ot that deep iiatiue, which, ac¬ 
cording to the infirmity of human ideas, we are apt 
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to call Inexpiable, I presume not to an opinion ; • 
and in the a<^i;iavatin«f instance oi a blow, i have 
only to lament, that the sufferer has to cxj)o?e his 
person to equal danger ivilh the offender. 'I’liough 
some unhappy instances of frivolous duels have 
lately occurretl, 1 cannot think that it is the vice of 
the times to be fond of quarrelling; the manners of 
our young men of distinction ars certainly mot of 
that cjist, and if it lies with any of the present age, 
it is with those half-made-iij» force their 

■way into half-price plays in boots and sj)urr., and 
are clamorous in flie passages of the front boxes in 
a crowded ibeatTC ; 1 have with much concern ob¬ 
served this to be an incicasing nuisance, and have 
often wished those turbulenfe spirits to be better em¬ 
ployed, and that they had disiuon^ited^from their 
horses either a lilllc sotnier or not so soon : But it 
is not by reasoning these gentlemen will be taught 
to conect their behaviour, 

1 would scriou^^lv rccfunrncnd to my readers of all 
descriptions, to keep a careful watch upon ihcir 
tempers when they enter into arguinciuation and 
dispute; let them be as*>iircd that by their manage¬ 
ment of themselves on such occasions tiicv aie io 

_ k 

decide their cb ira(5fers; and whether they aie to pass 
a»inc% of^ducation, temjicr, and politencj^, or as 
illiterate, not, and ilj^btt^l 4)lockheads, will depend 
upon their conduct in this particular, ji’the fol¬ 
lowing short and obvious maxims wire attciuled 
to, 1 think animosities would be a\oidcd and coii- 
veisation amended. 

‘ F,vcry man wdio enters into a dispute with another,^ 
(whether he starts*it or only takes it uj)) should « 
hear with patience what his opponent in tlfb ar¬ 
gument has to offer in support of the opinion ho 
advances. * 
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‘ Kvcrv mail gives a controverted opinion, 

ougiit to lay it down with as much conciseness, 
temper, and precision, as he can. 

An arifuinent once C')ntutcd, should never be re-* 
]>cdte(l, nor tortured into any other siiaj>e by so* 
phistry Jind <|uil)hlc, 

jest* jjun, or witticism, tending to turn an op* 
pon'aii oi his reasoning into ridicule, or raise a 
laugh at his cxjx nce, ouglu by any means to be 
altemjacd ; I'or this is an attack njion the letn- 
j>t*r, not an address to the reason of a disputant. 
\o two disputants '*hould speafc at the same time, 
nor any man overpower another by sujicrioritv of 
lungs, or the loudness of a laugh, or the sudden 
burst of an csclamatioa. 

It is an lhdis[)ensiblc preliminary to all disj)utes, 
that Oaths arc no arguments. ^ 

If any disputant slaj)s his hand upon the table, let 
him be iiiformevl that such an action does not 
clincli his argument, and is only pardonable in a 
lilacksmith or a butcher. 


If any disjiutant oilers a wager, it is plain he has 
nothing else to ollei, and there the dJb])ute should 

(Mid. 

Any gentleman who speaks above tb'c natural kfy^ 
ofhis/xoicc casts an imputation on hisbowl? con- 
rage, Itt-r cnwaids' loudest, wlich they arc 
out of dfmger. 


C'onrrachcJion*; aicno arguments, nor any exjircs- 
sions to be made use of, such as — T/taf 



iof the 


//<;// art' —That is mptmihk —or any 

like blunt assertions, which only irritate. 


and do not elucidate. 


The advantages of rank or fortune are no ,advan- 
tnges in aTgummti'tion; neither is an inferior to 
.oHcr, or a su x rior to extort the submission of 
the undci'fctanding on such occasions; for every 
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man’s reason has the same pedigree ; it begins • 
and ends with himsclf- 

* If a man disputes in a provincial dialect, or trips 

in his grammar, or, (4')eing Scotch or Irish) uses 
national ex])ressions, provided they convey his 
meaning to the unde^rstanding ot his opponent, it 
is a foolish jest to turn them into ridicule, for a 
man can only exjiress his ideas* in such lat^giiage 
as be is master of. 

‘ Let the disputant who confutes another, forbear 
from triumph forasmuch as he, who increases 
his knowleclge by conviction, gains more in the 
contest, than he who conveits another to his 
opinion; and thetriiirnph mojc becomes the ron- 

. quered, than the r^onquerdr. 

* I.et every di^piUant make truth tl#e only obiert of 
his controveisy, and wlicihcr it be of his own 
linding, or of any other man’s bestowing, let 
him think it woith his acceptance, and enlcrtam 
it a|:cordingly. 


NUMBER XIX. 


The following story is so extraordinary, that if I 
had not hud it fr un good authority in the country 
where it happened, I should have considered it^as 
the invention of some poet for the Jable of a drama^ 
A Portniruc'se srcntleman, whom I shall beg leave 
to describe no otherwi'^e tiuin by the name of 1/nn^ 
Juan, was lately brought to trial for poisoning his 
half-sister by the same father, after sjjie w^as with 
child by him. 'I'his gentleman had for some j'cars 
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before liis tr’iLil led a very solitary life at his castle 
in the neij;^hl>ourhood of IVlontrcmos, a town on 
the road betu oen Lisbon and Badajos, the frontier 
garrison of Sj)ain : I was-shewn his castle, as I 
passed tlnongh that dismal countiy, about a mile 
distant fiom the road, in a bottom surrounded with 
ce rk-tre*;.*;, aiul ne^er saw a more melancholy habi¬ 
tation The ciun'instances wliich made aj^ainst this 
geiith*man were so strong, and llic storj' was in such 
general circulation in the nciglibi^uriiood where he 
lived, that althougli he laid oiu the greatest part of 
a considerable income in act.s ol charity, no body 
ever entered iiis gjtcs to tiiank him for Ins bounty, 
or solicit rclif'f, except one poor father of the Jero- 
nyrnite convent in Montreiiios, who was his confes¬ 
sor, and aefed iv’. iiis almoner at disc.rctlon. 

A charge of soVdack a nature, iiaolving the crmic 
of incest as well as murder, at length reached the 
eais of justice, anti a commission was sent to Mon- 
tremos to make enquiry into the rajc : the supposed 
criminal made no attempt to escape, but leadily 
attended the summons of the commissioners. Upon 
file trial it came out from the confission of tlie j>ri- 
soner, a.s well as from the de])osition of witnesses, 
that Don Juan had lived from his iniancy in the fjf- 
inily of :: rich merchant at I Jsbon, who-^’iirntd cm 
a considerable trade and'jc'^rcsnondcnce in the Bra¬ 
zils; Don Juan being allow'od to take this mer- 
c:hant’.^ name, it was generally suppo.sed that he 
was his natural son, and a clandestine affair bf love 
having been carried on between him and the mer- 
clVAnths daughter Josepha, who was an only child, 
she became piegnaut, and a medicine being admi¬ 
nistered to her bv the hands of Don Juan, she died 
in a‘few houjs after, with all the symptoms of a 
pet son who had taken poison. The mother ot the 
young lady survived her but a few^ days, and the 
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lather threw himself into a convent of nicndicnnt'^, 
makiiiii over bv deed of Lnft the whole ol lus pro- 
perty to the supposed murderer. 

!n this accOLU't there seeoied a .stranpje obscurity 
of facts, for some made stjoiudv to the crimination 
of Don .luan, and the last-mentioned circumsUincc 
was of so contradictory a natun', as to throw tlie 
whole into perplexity ; and therefore to compel the 
pnsoner to a further elucidation of the case, it was 
.thoup;bt proper to irieric?';ate liiin by torture, 

Whilst this wjft piepaun;:!;, Don Juan, witltout 
betraying tiio least alarm upf'<n what was 
fouvard, told ills pid^fcs that it \v(»iihl sa^e them 
ami liimseU’some trouhle, ij,'they would leceive ins 
* confession upcni ceitain |)()inls, to which he should 
tiulv sprak, huf Ix’y c>nd which aft the tortures in 
the wtuid (omM not force C)ne .syllable*, he said tlnit 
lie was not the son, as it was supposed, of the mer¬ 
chant with \vlio{^i he lived, nor allied to tlie deceased 
Jo's' jfli i, any taiu-iwise than by the tendercst ties of 
mutual ahection and, a pionnse. (d'inarriajp', wbicli, 

liov,v V,..h<ij^^ed. hati not bten solemnized; 

that be ua.^ tlie .''on <d a of consiilerabie 

1^>itune pt th rhazd.j, wbo le(l b.ini an inlant to 
t^K- (Aie oftlic rneichaiit in rjuestion ; thaMhe mer- 
ciiaiit, for reason'- b^'Sl ^r 4 )\vn to biin'.sjt, clu;se to 
call him by his (jwn irnce, and this lie.n”' done in 
lus inlaiK'Vi he wa.s t;u’;:;nt to believe that he*was an 
orj)hani youth, the '=^'11 of a distant relation of the 
person who adopted him; he bei^^cd his judges 
therefore to obscr\c that he ne\er aiulcrstood .l^se- 
jdia to be his sister; that as to hci^bein^ with chil# 
by higi, he arknovvPed^cd it, and prayed (»od for¬ 
giveness for an otfence, which it laid been l«s in¬ 
tention to repair by mairying her; that with lespcct 
to the medicine, he certainly did give ft to her wdth 
bis own hands^ for that she was sick in conscipicnce 
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of her pregnancy, and being afraid of creating alarm 
or suspicion in her parents, had required him to 
order certain drugs from an apothecary, as if for 
himself, which he accordmgly did, and he verily 
believed they were faithfully miTtcd, inasmuch as he 
stood the man whilst he ])icparcd the mcddcine, 
aiid ^a\v cveiy ingredient sejKirately put in. 

The' jiu’ges thereupon as-Lcd him, if he would 
take it cm his cemseience to say. that the lady did 
not die bv pcjlsvin : Don .luan, bursting into tears 
lor the lirst time, answered, to tiis clctiuil sorrow 
he knew that slie did die by jioison.—W as iiiat 
])ojson contained in the medicine she took r—It 
was —Did he impute* tlie c iinic of mixing tiie poi¬ 
son in thcimcdicine to tlie aj.othccary, or did he 
1ak(! it on liimself?—Neither the* apothecary, nor 
himself, was guilty.—1 \d the lady from a priiKl[dc 
of sliaine (he was llien commit the act ol 

siiicide, ,'!nd infuse ilic poison whhout his know¬ 
ledge?— lie started into horror at the cpjcstion, 
am I took C^ucl to witness, that she was innocent of 
the deed. 

*^i'hc judges seemed now confounded, and for a 
time abstained IVoni any further inter,rogatories, de¬ 
bating the matter amongst themselves by wlh< perg.; 
when one pf them obsej;vtfd to the priseJner,' that, 
according 'to his confession, he had said she did die 
by jx/isc^n, and yet by the answers he had now 
given, it .should seem as if he meant to acquit every' 
jieison on whom suspiciejn cou/d po^isibly rest; 
lht.rc was, however, one interrogatory lett, which, 
^tinniitural as it was, however, he would put to him 
for form’s sake only, befort they proceeded to 
gieater extremities, and that question involved the 
hither or mother of the lady.—Did he mean to iin- 
j)ute the horrid intention of murdering their child 
to the paicnts?—* No,’ replied the prisoner in a 
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film lone of voire, ‘ 1 am eertrun no njcli intention 
c‘\(T entered the liciiits ol tbe unliiiji])y pa’tnis, and 
I j^iionld be tile \\<Mst of sinner*^, ii I iinjiutcd it to 
tliMo,’-—riie judj.;^s, upon tlni^^ vlceldied with one 
voice that be whs with tlie Miurt, and o-rn e 

■* LJ 

ciukr«; for the rack; tbc) would li nvf'ver for tlie 
last time demand of liiin, ii’ lie new who^t wrs 
t)i:d did poi'-on Josepiia : to which he answered 
without besiiaticiK tliat lie did I now, but that no 
tortures should lone liiin to daciare it ; as to Hi*, 
Le was weary of if, and liiey mi^ht disjiosc of it hs 
tiiey saw fit; he could not d.e in greater toiluus 
liuiii he had lived. 


I'iiey now took llii^ pev( niptory recusant, and 
* stripping him of his irpper garments, l!iid liim on 
the rack ; a snrj^eoii was cahed in, who kept h s 
liinuTs on Ins luiSe; and the e:;ecutioners weic di- 
icctcd ic^ bt gin tluur torluio ; tlicy had given non 
one scvcic stielcji hy ligatures fixed to his cxtrcini- 
lies af vl piL-seii o\er an axle, winch was turned 
a wiihila.,'- , the sti.iin up^ n his muscles and joints 
bv the atiion ol tius Wdeuial cre'inc was dread.ful, 

j I ' ^ 

and juitufe sjMfke her sutli’rmgs by a horrid crash m 
Aeiv liir^b ; sweat started in large drops upon 
liis i^cc ^nd bo-cun, yet the man was firjjn amidst 
the a*gojncs oi the Tiot a grotm eseap'^'d, 

and the fiend wiiC/ was siijiciintendant of th.e Iieilj:'!i 
wenk, defined they iniglu <‘n( r(awe hi" fortuics 
iijrori the ne.xt ii;g, toi tliai l i^ pulse had not \aiied 
a stiokc, nor abated of it« stiength in the smallest 
degree. ^ ^ 

I he tormentors liad now' Iregun a ''Ccoiid opera¬ 
tion \yith more vndence than the former, wi^chip 
their devilisli ingenuity had contiived to vary*RO as 
to extolt acuter pains Irom the application of the 
engine to parts that had not yet had their lull share 
<>1 the first agony; when suddeiiiy a inoidf lutihed 
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into the chamber, and called out to the judges to 
desist from tortuiing that innocent man, and take 
the coiik‘s<‘ion of the mureVrer from his own lips. 
1‘poii a sign.d iroin the ju«ig('s, the executioners let 
go ilic engine at once, and Itie joints snapped audi¬ 
bly into their sockets with (he elasticity of a bow. 
Natni>y sunk un^lcr the rrvul^ion, and Don Juan 
fainted on ihe rack. 'I he monk immediately with 
a loud voice exckiimod—‘‘ Jiihuinan wretches, de¬ 
legates of hell and agcaits of tUc^dcvil, make ready 
your engine for the guilty, and lake off your bloody 
bands Ironi the innocent, for Ij^hold!’ (and so say¬ 
ing heihrew buck his cowl) ‘ behold the father and, 
the murderer of Joscj)lni!—’ 

Jdie w'holc assembly started with astonishment r 
the judges stood aghast, and even the daemons rd* 
toiiure roiled ihrir eye-halls on the monk with 
horror and disniav. 

* If you are willing,’ says he t« the judges, ‘ to 
receive ni} confession, whilst your tormentors aie 
j)rej)aring their rack for the vdest criminal ever 
stretched upon it; hear me !* Jf not, set your engine 
to work without further entjuiry, and glut your 
apj[)(‘litcs With human agonies, which*once in your 
lives yot may now inflict ^ivith justice.’ 

‘ Piocec^d,’ said ihv s^nk;T ji'dge. 

‘ That guiltless sufferer, who now lies inscnsihle 
before‘my eyes,’ saitl the monk, ‘ is the son of an 
excellent father, who was once li^y clearest friend: 
he was confided to my charge, being then an infant. 



itiittW to me many sums of money on his son’s 
accouiit; at this time a hellish thmight arose in my 
mind, whicli the distress of my affairs and a passion 
for extravagance inspired, of converting the pro- 
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pert}'' of my charge to my own account; 1 imparted * 
these suggestions to my unhappy wife, who is now 
at her account; let me do her justice to confess she 
withstood them firmly* tor a lime; still fortune 
frowned upon me, and I was sinking in my credit 
every hour; ruin stared me in the lacc, and nothing 
stood between me and iniinediate disr^racc, but this 
infamous expedient. • * 

* At last, persuasion, menaces, and the impend¬ 
ing pressure of necessity conquered her virtue, and 
the acceded to the^fraud. \Vc agreed to adopt tijc 
infant as the orphan son of a distant relation of our 
own name ; J maintaiiu'd a correspondence with his 
father, by Ictteis pretending to be written by the 
son, aixl I sn]>poited niy iamily in a splendid cx- 
*tra\'a«ance by liie asj-ignments 1 re«civeA from the 
Brazils. At length, the father of Don Juan died, 
and by will becjueathcd his fortune to me in failure 
ol his son and liis iicii's. I had aheady advanced so 
far in ^^uilt, thatuhe tem])talian of this contingency 
met no icsist<ince in mv mind, and I dctcrniintd 
upon removing this bar to my ambition, and pro¬ 
posed to my ujfe to s<eurc the piize that fortune 
had hung within our reach, by the assassination of 
tffc heir. ^Shc* revoked from the idea with horror, 
ai»d f(tr scyic time her Ihyu ghts remained in so dis¬ 
turbed a slate, that kdii^ flot’think it prudent to 
renew the attack : after some time the agent of the 
deceased arrived in Lisbon Irom the Brazils, and as 
he wai^privy to rvy corresporsdence, it became ne¬ 
cessary for me to disco\er to Don .luan who he 
was, and also wfiat fortune he was^intitled to. In, 
this crisis, threatened with shame and detection on 
one hand, and tempted In avarice, pride, ' 

devil on the other, 1 won over my reluctant wiTe to 
a participation of my crime, and we jnixed thcit 
close with ptfison, wliich we believed was intended 
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for Don Jiuni, but which, in fact, was destined for 
r)ur only child: she took it; heaven discharged its 
vengeance on our heads, and we saw our daughter 
exj>ire in agonies before o-ir eyes, with the bitter 
a<T^ravation C)t a double murder, for the child was 
alive within her. Are there words in language to 
c:q)ress our lanicntatioiib ? Are there tortures in the 
reach >1 e\en yo'’r invention to compare with those 
we felt ? \\ onvlcrful were the struggles of nature 
in the heart of our expiring child : she bewailed us; 
she consoled, nay, she e\en forgave us. loDoa 
./uan we inatie immediate coniession ot our guilt, 
and conjured him to iiillicr that punishment upon 
us, which justice demanded, and our ciiincs de¬ 
served. It w.is in this dieadiul inoni(.nt that our 
daughter, wnth her last breath, by the most solemn 
.'K^jurations exacted and obtainei’/ a promise Irom 
J)»m Juan ntjt to expose her parents to a public 
excf'ution by disclosing whai: had passed. Alas ! 
aluvs! wc sec too plainly how he kept his word: 
Behold, he dies a mart) r U) honour ! your infernal 
t(.»rtures have destroyed him—” 

Xo sooner liiul the monk pronounced these words 
in a loud and furious lone, than the wretched Don 


.luan drew a sigh ; a second would‘have followed, 
but hca .en no longer could tolerate the agonies jf 
innocence, and stopped^hl.^ h^a^t lor ever. 

1 he monk had fixed his eyes upon him, ghastly 
with terror, and as he stretched out his mangled 
limbs at lif^e’s last gasp—“ Acrursed monsters !’* 
he exclaimed, ‘‘ may C^od requite his murder on 
.your souls at the great day of judgment! His blood 
be on your heads, ye ministers of darkness! tor 
if heavenly vengeance is not yet appeased by 
iny contrition, in the midst of flames my aggrieved 
sAuhwill fl^id Sf)mc consolation ill the thought, that 
you partake its torments.” 
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Having littered this in a voice scarce human, he 
plunged a knife to his heart, and whilst his blood 
spouted on the pavement, dropped dead ujion the 
body of Don Juan, and«expircd without a groan. 


XI?.MRKR 



, Quid di^uuin tnnto ft til hic jiroinunitor hlitlu? 

m 

*I THINK it much to be lamented l^iat o^ir F.nglivii 
news-pap.u*s ha\\‘ smb an c'wtcnsive circulation 
through Euro})c, unless proper means could be 
Taken to restrain theii•excessive licentiousness. .As 
few foreigners wiJl believe any go\ernTnent so void 
of resource in this particular, they can no otlurwise 
account for our not corrcctin<j these abuses ot the 
press, but because wc iivant the will anti nor llie 
power. Amongst the causes that have lately o]>e- 
r^lcd to jneferase their circulation and success, F 
h^pe,J['orj^hc honour of human nature, tht^r licen¬ 
tiousness IS not one;ipani jict it a]>pears'*i\s if their 
encouragement had kept pace with thcir malig¬ 
nancy. If 1 had not experienced the had cllects 
they h5ve upon t^jc minds of ]H*op\e in odter coun¬ 
tries, 1 should not have thought such publications 
capable of such mischief. 'Though the conducufrs 
of them seem careless about con^slrquenccs, I will 
not believe it was in fheir minds to do a ilriikrratr i 
injury to their country; but as they arc not dis|5t)‘''e<l 
to put a bridle on themselves, it were to be \\'sb&'il 
sonic prudent hand would do the oliice' for them; 
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thouf^U I sec the difficulty of finding such a curb as 
shall not gall the mouth of Freedom. 

I am not iit present disposed to be any longer 
seiious on this subject, a id therefore waving all 
the weightier matters of my charge, 1 shall take 
notice only fd'oiic ridiculous circumstance in which 
they abound, vulgarly cadicd 

J h VC belli tu:.nin v)ver some papers to find out 
the chief professors <ji’ this art, which 1 believe is 
now earned to its highest stale of improvement : 
truth compels me to say, that o.-jth regret 1 have 
discovered several amongst llicin, who outrht to 
have undeistoovl tlieinsclve'> belter, but whilst there 
is h(ipc they will amend, 1 am contented they. 
shoul<l escape ; at leasi F shall pass them over ia 
silence, regarding liiern for the present as persons 
surpri/.ed into bad comjiany, ani chargeable with 
indiscretion rather tli in dej)ravity. 

Our advertising quacks or empirics are an antient 
and numerous class of Pifffh\s» zV collision qf rivt'i! 
interests occasions these gentl-ineu to run foul of 
eazdi t>tiier in their general undertakings, and betrays 
lh( ir n.jtuial modesty into a* warmer stile of colour¬ 
ing their own merits, than the liberal studv of 
physic and the [nibliospinted principle on which 
they [intend to act, wouhl otherwise voirrant : If 
the candid reader dm‘fir/d i '\ excuse for them in 
their zeal and anxiety to recommend the blessings 
which tliey offer to mankind, I will not impede 
the plea. A fooiisli partiality 'ome people still 
have for physicians regularly bred, and a squeamish 
urfwlliinijness to repair to back-doors and blind 
alleys for relief, oblige them to use stron;^ words to 
rot*-' -f strong prejudices. Rut though they are at 
sonit* pains to convince us that our bills of natural 
de.iths niiglit be all comprised undei the single 
article of old age, there is yet licrc and there an 
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man who will die /c/o dv before the age* 
of tlirct scoie veins and ten. 

Whilst the siige.s are oti our distempers in 

one page, t!i<‘auctioneers aie/><////'//»> off our property 
in another* Jf tills island ot ours is to he credited 
idr their description (if it, it must ])\ss for a terres¬ 
trial paradise: it makes a.i h'ngl.sh ear tingle to 
hear of the boundless vaiieiv of i^vwns, groves, and 
]>arks ; lakes, rivers, and livulet.s ; decorated farms 
and fruitful ganlcns ; superb and matchless collec¬ 
tions of jMCtures^, jeuels, plate, furniture, and 
cquipnig^’S ; lown-uovises and country-hi^uses; hot¬ 
houses and lec-iioin^s; observatories and conserva¬ 
tories; oiiicts attached and detached: with all the 
iiuincrour, c'rcPs-a-s tin t i'littvr down the colun>ns of 
'our public puiit.s. .Nuoutous as»tbe.sc are, it is 
l<‘ss a matter of !^lirj)il/.e with me where purchasers 
are iound, tliui wli / uuv one, whose necessities arc 

■t • «/ •^ ^ 

not his reason, will l)€ n \eiuler of snch enchantintr 

i ^ 

possessions, '.riipugh a man’s capilce may be tired 
of a btautifnl object long enjoyed, yet when he sees 
an old aapiiilntauce du. sed out in new cnlonrs, and 
glowing in the llowe»'y description of these luxu¬ 
riant, wnaters, 1 should expect that his affection. 
\ft)uld leyive*, and that he would recall the cruel 
B(i^rtei?tc of alienation. TJniy never so described his 
villa, *as Tjiesc set forth the cast-off 

mansion of a weary owner. Put a vicious, lame, 
and stumbling horse into their hands, and he/comes 
out Safe and sound the next morning, and is fit to 
cuiTy the first lady in the land : \veed your collec¬ 
tions of their co]hes and coiuUerfcits, by the hSp^ 
of a persuasive tongue, quick c}?*, and energetic 
hammer, they are knocked down for criginaip^'Aftdir 
antitpics, and the haj^py buyer bears tli< m otr de¬ 
lighted with his baigaln. V\ hat is the harp of an 
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Orpheus compared to the hammer of an Auc¬ 
tioneer ! 

I must, in the next place, request the reader’s 
attention to the Pohshin^ Pf/fr'rrs; a title by which 
J would be understood to sj)eak of those venerable 
teachers and instructors, who are endowed with the 
hiqjpy faculty of instilling arts and sciences into 
their disciples, like lixed air into a vapid men¬ 
struum : I'hcse are the beatified spirits wliom Vir¬ 
gil places in liis poetiCiil Klysium : foolisli men 
amongst the Greeks, sucli as Socrates, Plato, and 
others, trained their pupils step by step in know¬ 
ledge, and made a bugbear of insti uctioii; Pytha¬ 
goras, in particular, ke-it his scholars live years in 
probationary silence, as if wiecloni was not to be 
learned witnoutJabour; our modern polishers pif/T 
it into us in a morning ; the nolis^i is laid on at a 
stroke, ]nst as boys turn a bras^i buckle into u silver 
one with a little quick-iilvcr* and brick-dust; the 
jiolished bu< kle indeed soon ropen*'S of its transmu¬ 
tation, but it is to be hoped the allusion docs not 
hold througli, and that the p(dishcd mind or body 
does not rela])sc as soon to- its primitive lusticity# 
Strange! that any body will be a clowoi, when the 
Graces invite us to their private hops with hai:a- 
bills ancj advcrtiscmcrls : h\ do not die who'e 

court of Ardcrnien dancij my Lord Mayor’s ball, 
instead of standing noth their hands in their ])ockets, 
when grown gentlemen (let them grow to what 
size they may) are taught to wjf'/: r/ hiniuvt graVeihlly 
in three lectures ? Amazing art! only to be oqurlled 
by the obstinacy that resists it. 1 low are the times 
<Iegencra'cd 1 C)rpheus fiildles and the brutes won’t 
1 (io to the courts of fiiw, listen to the bel- 
lowlfig of the bar; mount the gallery of the senate, 
ve* liovv"///AV here and that there orator breaks 
poor Priseiaa’s head for the good of bis country; 
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rntcr our theatres—docs that gentleman speak to a* 
ghost, as a ghost ought to be spoken to ? Walk 
into a church, if you have any feeling tor the sacred 
sublimity of our service, you will never walk into 
another w'hcre it is so mangled : every one of these 
parricides might be tauglit not to murder his mo¬ 
ther-tongue without rncicv, if he would but believe 
an advertisement, and betake himself to the Polisher. 
Kducation at our public scho()ls and universities is 
travelling in a waggon for expedition, when there is 
a bridle rtiad willf take yon by a short cut to Par¬ 
nassus, aiifl tljc Polisher lias got the key of it; he 
has elocution for all customers, lawyeis, plu 3 ’‘ers, 
parsons, or senators; iciuly-madc talents for all 
, professions, the bar, the stage, the pujpit, or the 
jiarhament. . • 

'i'hcre is another class of Pifffcrs^ who speak 
strong!)^ to the ])assions, and use many curious de¬ 
vices to allure tlie sedses, fitting out tlieir l.ottcry- 
officog, like fowiers \vh(> catch birds by night with 
lookincr-glasses and candles, to entice us to their 
snare. Some of them hang tmt the goddess of good- 
fortune in pel son with* money-bags in her liands, a 

S npting emblem; others recommend thcmstlvcs 
de^ the auspicts of some lucky name, confound- 
iri<r (\ur with cabjistical numbers, %nintclli« 

gible calculations, urM nl^’sPerious j>revlict'ions, whose 
absurdity is their recommendation, and whose ob¬ 
scurity makes the temptation irresistible : 

Omnia ni'nn slofidi atim'n'antnr antantquey 

Jnrcisis qna sab rerbia la titan tin ceninnt. • 

Kssences, cosnietk's, and a hundred articles of 
prebnded invention for the frivolous adoi4ffii^-'^f 
our persons eng*'oss a considerable share of our 
public papers ; the from this quart^^r are repFete 
^yith all the gums and odours of Arabia ; the chc^ 
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-mists of Laputa were not more subtle CAtractors of 
sunbeams than these artists, w^ho can IVtcii powder 
of ]>eails out ol’rotten bones and merciny, odour of 
roses from a turnip, and tlv* breath of 7,ephyrs out 
of a cabbagc-stalk; they can lurnibh your dressing- 
room with the toilette of Juno, bring you bloom 
from the cheeks of Hebe, and a nosegay from the 
bosom 1 of I'lora. These never fail to tell 

you, after a court birth-day, that their washes, 
powders, and odours, Aveie the favorites of the 
drawing-room, and that the reigpjng beauties of the* 
assembly bought their charms at their counters. 

After these follow a rabble of raree-shew-mcn, 
with mermaids, mau-tygers, on ran g-ou tangs, and 
every monster and abortion in creation; columns of 
giants and light-infantry, companies of dwarfs ; 
conjurers, rope-dancers, and posture-masters; tooth- 
drawers, oculists, and chiropodists ; every one 
himself off to the j)ublic in a .'>tyle as j)roud as An- 
tient Pistol’s ; every fellow who can twirl upon his 
toe, or ride a gallop on his head, pastes himself up 
in effigy on our public offices and churches, and 
takes all the courts in Kuvope to witness to the 
fame of his performances. Jf a rascal can shew a 
louse through a microscope, he expects alldhc hca^ls 
in Kngh'/id to itch till they behold it ; ilia son c-f 
the gallows can slide dow;»a rope from the toj) of 
a steeple, he ju/f/d off his flight in Pindarics, that 
would make a moderate man’s head giddy to read; 
nay, we have seen a gambling-ho.use and a brothel 
thrown open to the town, and public lectures in 
;?bscenity audaciously advertised in a Chiistian city, 
which would not have been tolerated in Sodom or 

J cannot dismiss this subject without liinting to 
thtf proprietors of our Koyal Theatres, that this 
expedient of pvjjhi^ is pardonable only in a troop of 
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ylrollers, ov the muster of a puppet-sbew# Whilst. 
theiVluscs keep possession ot our theatre, and genius 
treads the stage, every friend to tlic national drama 
'ivill condemn the punrticc, and hold them inex¬ 
cusable, who are responsible for it, if they do not 
<liscontinue it. It is hardly possible that any cause 
can be j>tofited by pitjffing ; it any can, it must b<i a 
contemptible one; the interestst of lilcrat«#re are 
amongst the Imtthat can ex]^ect ailvantage iroin it, 
or tiiat should condescend to so mean a resouice: 
instead of attracty^ig curiosity, it creates disgust ; 
instead of answering the temporary object of profit, 
it sinks the j^erinanent fund of reputation. As to 
the iinj)o]jcy of the measure, many reasons may be 
, given, but these 1 shall foibear to mention, lest 
whilst J am stating dangers I shoukl appear to sug¬ 
gest them. ]u conclusion, J have no doubt but the 
good sense of the proprietors will determine on a 
reform; for 1 am persuaded they cannot be profited 
by h(^useB of iht ir own tilling, nor any author flat-* 
tered by applauses of his own bestowing. 



Society in despotic governments is narrowed ac¬ 
cording to the degree of rigour, which the ruling 
tyrant exercises over his subjects. Jn some coun-^ 
tries it is in a manner annihilatccf. As despotism 
relaxes towards limited inonarcliy, society 
ill the same ]>ioporljon. Jf we consider frecd<?in of 
condition in no other light than as it atf'ects society, 
a monarchy limited by law, like this of our’s, is per- 
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haps the frccct constitution upon earth; because 
was It to divcrj^e from the center on which it now 
rests, either towards despotism on one hand, or de¬ 
mocracy on the other, the restraints upon social 
freedom would o|)crate in tiic same degree, tlio* not 
in the same mode ; for whether that restraint is pro¬ 
duced by the awe ot a couit, or the jiromisciious 
liceiitiou.'.ness of a »*abble, the bariieris in cither case 
broken down; and whether it lets the cobler or the 
king’s me."sengcr into our coinjiany, the tyranny is 
iiisu[)portabie and society is cnsla\ed. 

\\ hen an iMitdisliman is admitted into what are 
called the best circle.s in raris, he generally iinds 
something cajitivailng in them on a Hist aceptaint** 
ance; for without .«pciiklng of their internal re- 
coinmcndatmns, it is apt to Hatter a man’s vanity 
to iind bimseil in an exclusive party, and to sur-. 
mount those difficulties, v\hlch others caniioi. As 
soon as he has had time to examine tlie comjioncnt 
j)arts of tills circle into which lie so liappil) slept, he 
readily di.scoveis. that it is a circle, (or he gt^e.s round 
and round wiiiuiut one excursion ; the whole party 
follows the same stated rcvc/^iuion, their minds and 
bodies keep the same* mbit, their opinions lise an<l set 
with the regularity of planets, and for what is pet^Sa- 
ing witl-'Diit their sphere they know noticing‘ot it, 
Jn thisjunit) it rarely'ha]Vpt‘?s hut some ])redoininant 
spirit takes the lead, and if he is ambitious of 
n\aking a master-stroke indeed, he may go the length 
to declare, Lhaf he has the i-onoyr to peojiss hifuscifan 
AthehU 'I'he creed of this leading spirit is the creed 
ot'thc junto; there is no fear of controversy ; inves- 
tigation does not reach them, and that liberality of 
<-^'«*'!>,**which a collision of ideas only can produce, 
<loe.s^not belong to them ; you must fall in with their 
sentiments, or keep ciut of their society, and hence 
arises that over-ruling self-opinion so peculiar to the 
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French, that yssumed superiority so conspicuous in* 
their manners, which destroys the vev) essence of 
that politeness which they boast to excel in. 

Politeness is iiothintj more than an cle;rnnt anJ 
concealed species ot flattery, tendin<^ to put the ])er- 
sou to whom it is addressed in good-humour and rc- 
spec t with himself: but if there is a parade and d-is- 
])lay adwCted in the exertion of it,(it a man saunns to 
say— /taxi von(i('Hi'}i<i/h!T and fjraenn/s / ant 
whilst he has the common oiliccs of civility to 
‘|icil'orm, such pol^tenc^s seems foLmded in mistake, 
and calculated to lecoinmcud the wiong person; 
iind this mistake 1 have observed frequently to occur 
in French manners. 

'The national character of the Spaniards is very 
diflcreiit from that of the Frenclv> anif the habits 
of life in Madrul as ojipositc as inav" be from 
those which obtain at Pat is. Tlic Spaniards have 
been a great and frec‘*|K‘ 0 I>le, and tiioii.;h that gran» 
deur and that freedom are no iiu^re, their traces are 
yet to be seen amongst the C’astilinns in particular. 
'I'hc common ])cople have not yet contracted tliat 
obsecjuioLisncss and sulfmissi{)n, which the rigour of 
their government, il'no revolution occurs to rediess 

in {hue reduce them to, 'I he condition, 
wliidi tl^ gallant nation is now found in^^betwccii 
tlie <»esj)otisin of th<ii and the tc*rrors of the 

iiKpusition, cannot be aggravated by <U'Scri[)tion ; 
body and mind are held in such comj)icte shdery by 
these tw^o gloomy jiowcrs, that men are not wil¬ 
ling to expose their persons for the sake of their 
oj)inions, and society ts ol course exceedingly cir¬ 
cumscribed ; to tritlc;^away time seems all they aspire 
to; conversation turns upon few topics, Jkul't 
are such as will not carry a dispute; neither flow¬ 
ing witli the zeal ol party, nor the cordial inter¬ 
change of mutual confidence; day after day rolls in 
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'the s::ine lunc.ui'^l round through life ; their semina¬ 
ries of education, especially since the expulsion of 
tlie .Icsuits, arc grievously in decline; learning is ex¬ 
tinct : thciv faculties arc whelmed in superstition, 
and ignorance caners them witii a cloud ot darkness, 
through whn h tlie bnghtcit parts cannot find their 
wav. 

j 

if this country aw its own interests in their true 
light, it would ct^uciliatc the affections of the Spanish 
nation^ vvl'.o air naturally disj'>os.d towards hhig- 
land; the )K>stile j)ohry^ of maiit/ciiiing a haughty’ 
lojtress on the extiemity of their co.ist, whicli is no 
longer vnluaMe than whilst conhriue to attack 
it, h as drivt ri them into a coin])act with h ranee, 
odious to a[[ tr ue Spaifutrds, and which this country 
ha^ the o])\ions-irieans of dissoU in‘j. It is by an 
alliance with Kngland that Spain will recover her 
jiiistiiic grr.itM.css ; hraiiccis plunging her into pro¬ 
vincial dependency ; theie is slill virtue in the Spa¬ 
nish naticui ; honesty, and sobriet^y are 

still dialacleristics of the Castilian; lie is brave, 
j'latient, unn'pining ; im soldier lives harder, slccj^s 
I' f's, or marches lori'-er ; tiefit liirn like a gentleman, 
and y( n rnay^ work him like a mule ; his word is a 
pa.s pent in affairs of honour, and a none’ 
ters ot'p'<»j)erty. 'J'hat dignity of nature. \vhi/:h hi 
the lhgiiest**or(iers of tliC*.st«rie ; ? miserably debased, 
still krcj)S its vu^oiir in the bulk of the people, and 
will a^'SMiedly^ break out into sonie sudden and ge¬ 
neral convulsion for their ddiverarcc. If there ars 
virtue and good sense in the admini^'tration t)f this 
gCounlry, we shall seize the o])pv)Uun'ty yet open 
to ns. ^ 

V remains that I should speak of Kngland, 
and wiien I turn iny thouglits to my native island, 
and cansi<ler,it with the iinpattiality ot a citizen of 
the wundd, I discern in it all advantages in perfeo 
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tion, which man in social state can enjoy. A con¬ 
stitution of government sufficiently monarchical to 
preserve order and decorum in society, and popular 
enough to secure freedom ; a climate so happily 
tempered, that the Imni'in genius is neither exliaust- 
cd bv heat, nor cramped ais l m.i Ic torpid by cold ; 
a lunil abounding in all maiuvr oi protluctjons, tliat 
can encourage industry, invite exercise, anfl pro¬ 
mote health ; a lot of earth so singuliiriy located, as 
marks it out by Providence to be tlie emporium of 
jdenty and the ;^^y^^un of peace; a religion, whose 
establishment lea\es all men tree, neither endanger¬ 
ing their persons, nor enslaving their minds; a sys¬ 
tem of cnliiihtened education so general, and a vein 
of genius so charactcristic<il,*that under the banners 
of a free press must secure to the nation a standing 
])ody of learned men, to sjircad its language to the 
ends of the uorld and its fame to all posterity. 

What is it then, wdiich interrupts the enjoyments 
of .social life, and disturbs tiic harmony of its inha¬ 
bitants ? Why do foreigners coinplam that time 
hangs heavy on their handi. in England, that private 
houses are shut against Aiein, and that, were it not 
for the resource of public places, they would iind 
tiW] ver-insolitude, or (more ])rot)cily s[>eak- 
inj) s,oliti’ 4 y in a crowd.? l low comes it^o pass 
that country gcntlerderft Mio occusioiTally visit 
town, see themselves negiteted and Ibigotten hy 
tliosfi very people, who have been welcomed to 
their ho*uses and regaled with their ho.spliality ; and 
men of talents and character, foinud to grace arul 
delight our convivial hours, arc leit to p ice the Parlv 
and streets of l^otidon^by themselves, as if they were 
t lie exiles fnuri society ? • « 

The fact is, trade occupies one end of the town, 
and politics engross the other : As for tyreigners 6f 
distinction, who ought in good policy to be con- 
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sidcrcd as the guests of the state, after they have 
gone through the dull ceremonial of a drawing-room, 
the court takes no fiirtlicr concern about them. 
The ciown has no officer charged with their recep¬ 
tion, provides no table within or without the palace 
lor their entertainnn nt ; parliamentary or official 
;uorations are a standing jdea fgr every state mini¬ 
ster ii-r’his turn neglect them. 'I'lie winter cli¬ 
mate anil coast ot Knghind is so deterring to natives 
oi more temperate latitudes, that they commonly 
pay their visits lo the capital in |lic summer, wheri 
it isdc^'crted; so that alter hillrtting themselves in 
some empty hotel, amidst the lunus of [mint and 
noise ol repairs, they wear out a few tedious days,, 
and then t^jke tllght, as if they had cscajicd from a, 
prison. W hen* jrarhament is sittij^ig and the town 
is full, a man, who docs not interest himself in the 
politics and party of the day, will hnd the capital an 
unsocial place; that degree Tif freedom, which in 
other respects is the Hie of society.* now becojnes its 
mortal foe; the zeal, and even furj', with which 
Jieople abet their jiarty, and tlte latitude they give 
themselves in opinion and discourse, extinguish 
ever y voice that would speak peace arid pleasurcio 
tlic board, and turn gor>d lellovvshi[)‘intodou^?^m'* 
tentioHSir.d a strife nf tniifuies. « 

'i'he ^i^t assumed by bur* news-papers of pub¬ 
lishing what they are pleased to call Ikulianientary 
J )ebatcs 1 must reganl as one of the greatest evils of 
the time, replete with foreign mid domestic mis- 
c^ief: Our orators speak pa.mphlets, and the senate 
is turned into a theatre. 'I'he late houis of pailia- 
ment, which to a degree nrv? become ri,‘-iiionablc, 
*?tTr'‘uTlVlicet d( si rue tive to societv. I caiinot dis- 
P'use withobserving collater*ally on tlii-s otcasion 
llrat professional men in Kngland consort more ex- 
ciufcivcly amongst themselves, and communicate less 
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"eaertilly than in other countries, which gives their 
conversation, however in funning, an uir ol pedantry, 
contracted by long habits, great ardour I’or their 
]>roressioii and dee]i learning in it. 

As for slandet, which anioiiwst other c\ils owes 
much of its propagation to tlie same vehicle cd* the 
daily press, it is llie poison of ^society; depresies 
virtuous ambition, damj^s the early shoots of ih^nius, 
puts the innocent to pain, and drives the guilty to 
dcs[>eration ; it infusesi suspicion into the lievt na¬ 
tures, and loosens tjic cement of tiic strongest friend¬ 
ships : very many jifrect to desjiisc it, few are so 
Iiigh-minded as not to feel it: though common 
slanderers seldom have it in tlieii power to hurt 
established leputations, yet thev can alwavs controc 
to f’j)oil conijiany, ami j'ui honest n¥-ri ti) the trouble 
t)!’ turning them ^ul oi‘ it. 

Jt is a common sa) ingtbat authors arc more sj>ite- 
ful to each other, and more irritable under an attach, 
than other men ; 1 do not liedicvc the ohseivation is 
well foiuuied ; eveiv s<'asih!e man knows that his 
tame, especially of tlie literaiy kind, before it can 
pass current in the worWl, ]iays a duty on entrance.*, 
like some sort ot merchiindize,t/a' ca/orc/ti; lie knows 
tlfc^theie a/e aKva}s some who li\c ujion the 
]jl#iiidtr o^ condemned reputations, w*atcl>ing the 
tides of popular favouii i» hSpes of makiifg seizuies 
to their own accfiunt— Uti!tu/ I'rnvnutn pro ciciu^ 
imnio pro tlrlfihs, lie little ir^jury such rncn*do to 
letters Chlelly consists in the stupidity ol lluir own 
productions : 'I’liey may to a certain degree check 
a man's living fame, but it he writes to posterity, fle 
is out td their reacii, .because be ajfpetils to a court 
wiicrc tjiey can ne\ci'appear against him, « 

V\ hen we give our ptanc to any man’s character 
or peilormaiices, let us give it absolutely^ and with¬ 
out comparison, for it is justly remarked by foreign- 
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• CTs, that 'i i\t commend positively : I'liis re¬ 

mark bears both a gainst our jjood nature and our 
good sense; but let no man by Inis or any other 
declamation against slander be awed into that timid 
j)rudcncc, which affecting the name of candour, 
dares not to condemn, and of course is not intitled 
to a])|)laud, 'jVuth and justice have their clainui 
iipon^s, and ouii testimony against vice, folly, and 
hypocrisy is due to society ; manly resentment 
against mischievous characters, cleanly ridicule of 
vanity and impeitinence, and liyr criticism of wdiiit 
is under public review are tlic prerogatives of a free 
sj)irit : they peculiarly belong to KngUshmen, and 
he betrays a right constitutionally inlierent in him, 
who from mean and personal mothes forbears to 
exerCiSe it. • 

When I have said this, I thInS it light to add, 
that I cannot state a case, in whicli a man can be 
justified in treating another % name with freedom, 
and concealing his own, • 


nuMbkr xxir. 



Vl qvandunhci ior I'dionnn ^ qiKtuihi 

funi 'fiiiC pulfiil S/i;-,. /IJ I 'i ijoji t'-) • 

Jins iiinn.os^ iH‘iu lo,' ifr;r 

Ail (MtfJ.'M tiDiilr, 'Hi t-'O!i0r lln\‘ 

^ ;i V. caJ. I, 

^-'.MCf^assage which I have sheeted for tlic; motto 
of this paper will shew, that I iiiieiul to devote it lo 
the coii^'idciation of the vice of (iljniifrj. ; and I for¬ 
bore to state it in my puxi ding essay amongst the 
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causes, that afiect society in this country, because I 
regarded it as an evil too enormous to be broun^ht 
within the brief enumeratioti theiein contained, re¬ 
solving to treat it with that particular reispect and 
attention which its high station and dignity in mis¬ 
chief have a claim to. 

Though I have no hesitation at beginning the at¬ 
tack, 1 beg leave to premise that 1 am totally ^dth- 
out hope of carrying it. I may say to my antago- 
nistsrin the words, though not altogether in the sense, 
t^at the angel G abriel does to hi.s— 

* S.itiin, 1 know thy strength, and thou knowSt mine.* 


What avails my hurling a feeble essay at the heads 
of this hydra, when the immortal dranta of '77/e 
(hwteaicr lies trodticn under his feet ? 

Conscious that I do not possess the strength, J 
shall not assume the jmportance of a champion, 
and as I am not of dignity enough to be angry, I 
’ shall keep my teinj>cr and my distance too, skir¬ 
mishing like those iiisigniHcant gentry, who phiy the 
part of teazel’s in the Spanish buU-tights, sticking 
arrows in his crest to provoke him to bellow, whilst 


boiUfy corabat/auts engage him at the point of his 


hoys? 


It is wcllfbr Gamcsters,Jtha^ they are so lyin'^crous 
as to make a society of tlicmselves, for it wculd be a 
strange abuse of terms to rank them amongst society 
at large, •whose profession it is to prey upon all wlio 
compose it. Stricliy speaking it will bear a doubt, 
if a Gamester has any other title to be called a man^ 
except under the distinction of Hoblies, and upon 
claim to the charter (tf Homo Homhii Lupus —As a 
Human WolfX grant he has a right to his 
ropraiives : He, wlio so far sur[)rizcs my reason or, 
debauchc.s my piliiclplc, as to make me a party in 
Vor,. XL!. o 
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my own destruction* is a worse enemy than he who 
robs me of my property by foice and violence, be¬ 
cause he sinks me in my own opinion ; and if there 
was virtue in mankind, sufficient for their own de¬ 
fence, honest men would expel giimesters as outlaws 
from society, and good citizens drive them from the 
state, as the dcsti overs of human happiness, wretches, 
whof-nake the pj^rcnt childless and the wife a widow. 

But what avail a parcel of statutes against gam¬ 
ing, when they, who make them, cons[)ire together 
for the infraction of them? Why declaic gaining- 
debts void in law, when that silly piinciple, so 
falsely called horiour (at once the idol and the ideot 
of the world) takes all those debts upon itself and* 
calls them debts of .honour? It is not amongst 
things practiccV)lc to put gaming down by statute* 

If the face of society was set steadily against the 
vice ; if parents were agreed to si)urn at the alliance 
of a gamester, however cnn#blcd; if our seminaries 
of education would enforce their discipline against 
early habits of play ; if the crown, as the fountain ’ 
of honour, and the virtuous part of the fair sex, as 
the dispcnscis ofhappinessj would reprobate all men 
addicted to this desperate passion, something might 
perhaps be done. If tradesmen would cpnsuU ^ir 
own interest, and give no credit to gamesters'^; itjhe' 
infamous gang of moiltyVcixlers could be ablSolutely 
extingufshed, and the peojilc at large, instead of 
rising against a loyal fellow subject, because lie 
worships God according to the religion of his ances¬ 
tors at a Catholic altar, would exercise their resent- 
*ment against those illegal places of resort, whcie 
desperadoes m?et for nightly pillage, this contagious 
evH^pight possibly be checked; but when^it is only 
td he hoped that a combination of remedies might 
•stem the disease, how can we expect a recovery, 
'wheniipSne of them all is administered? 
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Though domestic misery must follow an alliance ^ 
■with a gamester, matches of this sort are made every 
day ; a parent, who consents so to sacrifice his child, 
must either place his hope in her reforming her hus¬ 
band, or else he must have made up his mind to set 
consequences at defiance; a very foolish hope, or a 
very fatal principle. There can be no domestic 
comfort in the arms of a gamester, no conjug^ asy¬ 
lum in his heart : Weak and ignorSnt young women 
may be duped into such connections ; vain and self* 
conceited ones may adventure with their eyes open, 
and trust to their aftractions for security against mis¬ 
fortune ; but let them be assured there is not a page 
. in the world’s history, that will furnish them with 
an example to palliate their jjrcsuinption ; eager to 
•snatch the present pleasures of a volupi^uous pro- 
sjiect, they care little for the ruin, which futurity 
keeps out of sight. 

\\ ith the clearest conviction in my mind of the 
general advantages of public education, 1 must ac¬ 
knowledge a susjjicion that due attention is not paid 
in our great seminaries of education to restrain this 
fatal passiom in its firs^ ajiproaches. 1 fear there 
are some evidences of a guilty negligence now in 
qgg mtion. spre .ding poison as they flow, and carry- 
ii^*ll^th them in their course all the charms of elo¬ 
quent;, th% flow of wit, aad^fasciiiating spelt ot sci¬ 
ence ; sanctified by fjisbion, Garaing-houres, which 
out-pcer the royal palace, rise around it in defiance ; 
trophic^ and monuments of the triumphs ot dissipa¬ 
tion. The wife, whose husband enters those doors, 
and the parent, wlio owns a son within them, muet 
cither eiadicate affection and nature from their hearts, 
or take leave of happiness for ever. \V oe be to the 
nation/ whose police cannot, or dare not, 
such an evil! foolish to lament the amputafmn 
of a limb, when the mortality is in our vitals. 

o 2 
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T shall not take upon myself to lay down rules 
for kings, or afl'ect to pronounce what a sovereign 
can, or cannot, do to discountenance gaming in this 
kingdom ; but 1 will venture to say that something 
more is requisite than mere example. ‘ It was in 
the decline of Home, w^hen the provinces were falling 
off from her empire, whilst a virtuous but unfortu¬ 
nate ^prince possessed the throne, that the greatest 
j)nit of j^frica was in revolt : the General, who 
Commanded the Roman legions, was a soldier of ap¬ 
proved courage in the field, but of mean talents and 
dissolute manners. This man, in the most immi¬ 
nent crisis for the interests of Rome, suffered and en¬ 
couraged such a spirit of gaming to obtain amongst 
his officers in their military quarters, that the finest 
army in tlTc wfvld entirely lost their discipline, and* 
remained inactive, whilst a few Icfvies of raw insur¬ 
gents wrested from the Roman arms the richest pro¬ 
vinces of the empire. I listocy records nothing fur¬ 
ther of this man’s fate or fortune but leaves us to 

0 

conclude that the reproaches of his own conliciencc 
and tile execrations of posterity were all the punish¬ 
ment he met with. 'J’he ^empire was rent by fac¬ 
tion, and his party rescued him from the disgrace he 
merited. ' , .,j. 

'The last resource in all desperate cases, whk^h 
the law Gannot, or wKl cot^, reach, lies wfth the 
people af large : It is not without reason 1 state it 
as the last, because their method of curing disorders 
is like the violent medicines of empirics, ne\er to be 
applied to but in absolute extremity. If the people 
•^ere, like Sbakspeare’s Julius Caesar, ‘ never to do 
WTong but witlf just cause,’ Jl shoidd not so much 
.dreat^he operation of their remedies; I shajltherc- 
forti venture no further, than to express an humble 
wish, that when it shall be their high and mighty 
pleasure tfS proceed again to the pulling dowA 
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and burning of houses, those houses may not be . 
the repositories of science, but the receptacles of 
gamesters. 

When a man of fortune turns gamester, the act 
is so devoid of reason, that we are at a loss to Hnd a 
motive fork; but when one of desperate circum¬ 
stances takes to the trade, it only proves that he de¬ 
termines against an honest course of life for a^ain- 
tenance, and having his choice to make between 
robbery and gaming, prefers that mode of depreda¬ 
tion, which exposes him to least danger, and has a 
coward’s plea for Bis vocation. Sucli an one muy 
say with Anticnt Piftol— 

‘ J’ll live by Nym, and Nym clmll live by ino, 

• * And fViv.'iid'iliip shall combine and bjptlierlft>od i 

‘ ii not this just*?——* 

fii the justice of hi? league I do not join with 
Anticnt Pistol, but J am ready to allow there is some 
i 1 c 2 ree*of common sense in this class ol the brother- 
hood, of which common sense 1 cannot trace a 
shadow amongst tlieOlivers. A preference therelorc 
in point of understanding is clearly due to the vaga- 
ids and dcs^peradoi s ; as to the man, who, tor 
tl^pifily (?hance of winning what he docs not want* 
lisqucs evPry thing he o^h^to value, hi^dSence is 
in liis folly, and if wc ro^him of that, we probably 
take from him the only harmless quality he is pos¬ 
sessed of- If however such an instance shall occur, 
and the daemon of gaming shall enter the same 
breast, where honour, courage, wit, wisdom reside, 
such a mind is like a motley suite of cards, where 
kin^Sj (jfucvns^ and are packed together, and 

make up the game with temporary good-feU<fwsiup; 
but it is a hundred to one but the knave 'will beat than 
mi of doors in the end. 

o 3 
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As tlicre ate separate gangs of gamesters, so there 
arc cliHrient modes of gaming ; ^omc set their pro- 
pert}^ upon games of simple i haxicc, some clcpciicl 
upon skill, olheis upon traiul. 

The ganic.^tei-^ ol’ the first clcscriphon run upon 
luck : a silly crew of Fortune’s fools ; this kind of 
play is only fit ior them, whose circumstances can¬ 
not K, made wot^se by losing, otherwise then is no 
proportion between the good and the e\d of the 
chance: Ibr the good of doubling a man’s pro- 

• j 7 S- 


perty beai's no comparison Avith tlier\il ol'losing 
th e whole; in the one ease he only gains superflui¬ 
ties, in the other he loses necessaries; and he, who 


stakes wiiat life wants a‘/ainst that which life wants 


not, makes a foolish diet, to say no worse of it. 
Games of chaiircc are traps to catch school-boy no- 
\ices and gai>ing country-squires^, who begin with 
a guinea and end with a mortgage ; whilst the old 
stage]s in the game, kecqung ^heir passions in check, 
watch the ebb and flow ot lorture, till the booby 
they arc pillaging sets his acres melt at every'cast. 

In games of skill, dcjOending upon practice, rule, 
and calculation, the acromplislicd jirofessor has ad- 
vaniages, which may bid dehance to fortune; and 
the extieme of an approaclu s so closely to 
'ginning cA' fraud, that they are aj)t to r^n out* lato 
the other*, in these eng^ig%»nculs, self-conceit*in one 
]>aity aiuf dissimulation in the other are sure to pro- 
din e ruin, and the sufferer has something moie than 
chance to arraign, when he reviews the wreck of his 
fortune and the distresses of liis family. 

^ 'I'he drama of a gamester ccunmonly has sclf-mnr- 
dcr fur its cata?tioj)hc, and authors, who write to 
the lesions, are apt to dwell upon thi«? srepe with 
T>»1ftial .ittcntion, as the striking moral of the piece; 
1* confess it is a moral, that does n(»t strike me ; for 
as thl^ iiclion, wlKiievcr it liuppcns, devolves to the 
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sh.irc of the losing, not of tbc winnii];;’ gsmestcr, I • 
cannot discover any particular tditication, i-or feel 
any extraordinary j^athos, in a inan’s lading by Ins 
own hand, when he is no longer in a capacity ot 
tloing or sulfcring further injury in society. 1 look 
U])on every man as a suicide from the moment lie 
takes the clice-box desperandy in iiand, and all that 
tollows in his career from that frtal time only 
sharpening the dagger before he strikes it to his heart. 

IVIy- proper concern in this short essay is to shew, 
that gaming is the chief obstructing cause, that 
aliects the state oT society in this nation, and 1 am 
sensible I need not have cmploycil so many woids 
to con\incc my reader that gamesters are very dull 
ami very dangerous companions. When block- 
' lieads rattle the dice-box, when j^llow^ of vulgar 
and base minds*feil up whole nights contemplating 
the turn of a card, their stupid occupation is in cha¬ 
racter ; but 'whcnc\cr a cultivated understanding 
stoops to the tyi mny of so vile a passion, the friend 
to ma*likind secs the injury to society^ with that sort 
ol aggravation, as would attend the taking of his 
])ursc on the higlnvay , <1‘, upon seizure of the felon, 
he vs as unexpectedly ttjdiscovcr thepersonof a judge, 

•X. ' ■ 


^. - 

NUMBKU XXIII, 


Mcmssa was the daughter of a weak indulgent nTo- 
iher, who was left young wido^ with twovchil-^ 
dren she had a handsome person, a tolcr^^le for¬ 
tune, and good natural parts; uncontrouled iilSier 
education, she was permitted to indulge herself .in 
' s-tudits of a romantic turn, and before she compleated 
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• her sixteenth year was to be found in all the circles 
of pratinaj sentimentalists, who fill the silly heads of 
yoiinjT women with leinale Iricndship and platonic 
love. 

*J'he ordinary pleasures and accomplishments of 
her own sex were below the notice ot Melissa; from 
tli^ tumult of a noisy country-dance she revolted 
with Ijorror, as fj^om the orgies ot Bacchus ; a soul 
of herseiaj)hic cast could not descend to the vulgar 
employment of the needle, and the ornaments of 
dress claimed no share in the aticntion ol a being so 
engaged in studies ot a sublimer sort; She loved 
music, but they wcreplaintive Lydian airs with dying 
cadences, warbled by some iemale friend at the side 
of a rivulet, or under the shade of an arbour; and if 
the summA* zej^iyrs murmured to the melody, it 
was so much the better for Melissa*; then she would 
sit rapt in pensive pleasure with the hand of her 
friciul fast closed in her’s, and call it the souFs har¬ 
mony : To these nymph-likc vetir^sments that filthy 
satyr man was never admitted ; he was not tlfought 
or sj)oken of but with terror and aversion *. W hen 
the strain was finished, sho^w^ould break out into 
some poetic rhapsody fritnehln})^ contemplation^ 
ififr/tff or some such subject, which hc’'‘memor]j^v;T3f 
plied h^ with very readily on such occa^ons. 

In the mean timc'th# injj^^ii^tinencc ot suitcfl’s oc- 
casionally*interrupted the more refined enjoyments of- 
Mclisj?a*s soul ; One of these was a gentleman of 
good birth, considerable fortune, and an uwexcep- 
tiotiable character; but the florid health of the ro- 
bflift creature was an insuperable objection, and^ 

^ having casually^et fall a hint that he was fond ot 
hunting, she dismissed him to nis vulgar sjmrtswdth 
a Wcotning disdain : her second suitor was a hand¬ 
some young officer, the cadet of a noble bouse ; this 
attack was tarried on very briskly, and Melissa wa* 
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only saved from the horrors of matrimony by luckily . 
discovering that her lover was so devoid of taste and 
understanding, as to i)rofes8 a preference to that rake 
ToAi Jones before the moral Sir Charles Grandison; 
such a sin against sentiment would have been 
enough to have undone him for ever with Melissa, if 
no other objection had arisen ; but this being fol¬ 
lowed up with many like instances of bad i^tc in 
the belles-lettres, he w'as peremptorily discarded : 
A third offer came from a man of high rank and 
fortune, and was jjressed upon her by her mother 
with much earnest solicitation ; for in fact it wms a 
very advantageous proposal; the lover was polite, 
good-natnrcd, generous, and of an amiable charac¬ 
ter, but in the unguardtd w'irrr’ith ot his heart he let 
•fall the distant expression of a hop^ thaf he might 
have an heir to life estate and titles ; the sensuality of 
which idea was such a gross aifVoiit to the delicate 
Melissa, that he, likcwthe olhcis, was sent off with 
a refused. 

The report of these rebuffs set Melissa free from 
anj^ future solicitations, ami it appeared as it she 
was destined to enjoy sabbath of virginity for the 
rest of her d.iys : so many years elapsed, tliat she 
began to .tread the downhill path of life, grew 
sijEtSfirnly and took snurt : still the gentle p^^sioii of 
friencfehip^did not abtjfcej>hcf attachment for Purthe- 
nissa grew closer than ever, and if by evil accident 
these tender companions were separated for h. day, 
eight sides of Ictter-jiapcr could not contain the ef¬ 
fusions of their ah'ection. 

J should have told the reader that Melissa hacf a 
sister some years yoiyngcr than hePfeclf, brought u| 
from her childhood by a maiden aunt, wjio was 
what the polite world calls in contempt a good'Sbrt 
of woman, so that poor Maria w'as educated accord¬ 
ingly, and justly held in sovereign conttTmpt for her 
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vuls;ar enclo Mnents by Melissa; tlicre were other 
trifling reasons w'^hich hel[)cd to put her out of fa¬ 
vour with her more accouiplished sister; for, as 1 
have already hinted, she was several )ears younger, 
and in some opinions rather handsomer ; they sel¬ 
dom met however, and never corresponded, lor 

Maria had no stile and little sentiment: she dressed 
• ^ 

her own caps, mended her own linen, and took 
charge of her aunt's household : it was, therefore, 
with fcorne degree of surprize, that ^Melissa received 
the news of Maria’s being on the point of marrying 
a nolileman, and that surprize was probably en¬ 
hanced upon hearing, tliat this noble person was 
the very man, who some years ago had vainly as¬ 
pired to solicit the impregnable iVlclissa herself: if 
she turned*^)ale upon the receipt of ibis intelligence, 
eat no dinner that day, and took no sle^p that night, 
candour will impute it to the excess of Melissa’s 
sensibility, and the kind inteicst she took in the 
happ)' prospect of her sister’s uuiniage ; hut a cen¬ 
sorious world gives strange interpretations, nntl 
some people were ready enough to say ili-natuied 
things on the occasion; the behaviour oi that ami¬ 
able lady soon confuted such insinuations, for she 
immediately set out for her aunt’s,,-where 
was receiving his lordship’s visits every'day, apd 
where Melissa’s presence*'yiust have griAitly added 
to the felicity of both paitics." 

Her preparations for this visit were such as she 
had never made before, for though in general she 
was rather negligent of her dress, ^lie {)ut licr art to 
the utmost stretch on this occasion, and left no ef- 
C fort untric<l tha4 might do credit to iicr sister by 
setting oft* her own appeuraAce in his lordship’s 
uJ;on the meeting : whilst she gave her person 
fyll display she did not spare her wit, and to make 
lip for the tttciturnity of Maria ke[)t my lord in full 



N0 2.'i. 


OESERVr.R. 


jkMj 


tliscourse all the time he staid; she likewise, from 

her love of information, set Maria right in many 

particulars, which that young lady through want of 

edu\i^tion was ignorant of, and plainly shewed the 

lover, that there v\as some undcistandincr in the 
- - ^ 

lainily on her part at least, whatever the deficiency 
might be where he had fixed his choice. 

^ Whether it was owing to these sisterly ^dea- 
vajjrs of Melissa, or to whatever other cause does 
not ap|>ear, but it should seem as if my lord’s at- 
dtntion to Maria j^«‘ew stronger in proportion ap 
Melissa strove to attract it towards herself; and 


upon her hinting with some degree of raillerv at 
what had formerly jKissed between them, his lord- 
ship looked lu r steadily in,the face for some mo- 
• ments, then turned his eyes upor^ her •sister, and 
silently w.dketl (fiit ol the romu. 

As it IS not to be suspected that Melissa, with a 
soul superior to all vulgar passions, could be envious 


of so mean a riv?l as Maria, it is not easy to account 
for tltl; sudden chan-e of her behaviour to the noble 
suitor on his next \isit to her sister : instead of those 


studied attentions she Jind paid him at their first 
meeting, she now industriously took no notice of 
j^im, and sate, *’ii]>t in her own haj)py meditations; 
ti)n?]K)n'‘'his prt renting to her sister a magnificent 
suit <sf jeif-eis, th*e lu^r^^^ftthose sparkling gems so 
daz/ded her sight, that the tears started in her eyes, 
the colour fled from her checks, and she hurried out 
of the •room in evident pcituibation of spirit. 

I'pon entering her bedchamber she discovered on 
her toilette a j)acquet from her beloved Parthenis^; 
nothing was ever so seasonable; s4ie snatched it up% 
with eagerness, hastily broke it open, kissed it, and 
be gan’lo read. M'bis valuable manuscript ^as-^a- 
thcr of the longest; it set out with a gieat deal .of 
ingenious ridic ule at the expcnce o! the*fond couple 
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, on the point of marriapjc; then digressed into an 
animated description of the more refined enjoyments 
of female friendship, and concluded as follows: 

* After all 1 have been saying, how shall ly^ain 
credit with Melissa, and wluit will she think of her 
friend, when 1 tell her, that 1 have at last met with 
one of the male sex, who is not absolutely disagree¬ 
able Ij^perhups 1 might even add, that C'ount Ran- 
ccval IS so amiab*e a man, that were I possessed of 
Alclissa’s charms—but whither am 1 running ? He 
is rich, generous, and of noble rank.—And what 
are these but feathers, you will say ?—True, ytt 
such feathers have their weight in the world’s scale. 
—Well, but Melissa is above the world.—No mat* 
ter; still it is a galling thing to yield precedence to 
a chit like Mari^: what, though nature has endowed 
you with pre-eminence of talents, <.hougli your soul 
ino\es ill a superior sphere to her’s, still you know’^ 
resjiect will follow rank ; b;it Countess Ranceval 
would set all to rights, and keep your natural supe¬ 
riority unquestioned—So now the mischiefout ; 
you have my heart upon my pajier. 

‘ You wdll wonder what should bring a noble 
stranger into so obscure a corner of the world as 
ours : Health, my dear, is tlie Count’s prctcncC^^ 
He maj give Melissa probably a better reasorf,- 
this is the, ostensible oi|e*;^-'yid certainl}'*’he ifc of a 
slim and delicate habit; he seems to be all soul and 
scntirrifcnt; nothing earthy or corporeal about him : 
A compleat master of the Knglish hinguagie, and 
well versed in our English authors, particularly the 
di^matic ones, of whose works he is passionately 
f fond. If our Dorsetshire downs and gentle exercise 
restore his health, he is soon to leave us, unless 
jVk.^issjfs company should detain him, for his fa¬ 
ther, the old Count, wTitos pressing letters for him 
to return to Strasbourg, of winch city he is a native. 



n"23. observer. * 

and .of the first family in it. lie lodges in our 
house with my uncle with one valtt-dc-chambic 
only, having left his servants in town, as our family 
co\dd not receive his suite. 

‘ lie is impatient to be known to you, and I sup¬ 
pose you think 1 have said all the fine things in the 
■world to make him so ; not I, believe me ; on the 
contrary, 1 have not s])arcd for abuse, whenever 
you was talked of, for 1 have •let him fifty into 
your character ; 1 have fairly warned him what he 
is to look for, if hr prcsume.s to make love to you ; 
for that you are*the most inexorable, exceptions, 
determined spinster in Kngland. Now, as 1 know 
you love a little contradiction at your heart, you 
have a fair opportunity to come hither without 
delay and disprove all 1 have been saying of you : 
but if you bad rather be the hfide-maid to Lady 
1 than the bride of Count Ranceval, stay wlicie 
you ate, and enjoy ^he elegant pastime of throwing 
tJte stocking and drawing plumb-cake through the 
Vcddin<T-rin«;. 

‘ Farewell, Your’s ever, 

^ ‘ Pakthenissa.* 

If the ggntle spirits of Melissa w^e somewhat 
tereii by what had passed before she took up 
tliis'lcttA* fron[» her frim^, fhey were coi^iderably 
more so when she iai3 it down : Afti* pondering 
for a time*in deep meditation on its contents, she 
start^1 up, took several turns in her chamber, sate 
down again, then adjusted her dress, then ran to 
the glass, looked at herself, put her cap in or^er, 
and at last rang the bell with gi^at violence for hc^ 
servant; her first iVsolution had been to order her 
chaise instantly to be made ready and return home; 
these were the natural dictates of friendship; but 
upon her woman’s entering the ro®m, a second 
roL, XLI, p 
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thought struck her, and alarmed her del!cac]r, lest 
Parthenissa should impute her immediate compliance 
to any other, than the pure motives of atfectibn and 
good nature : this thought exceedingly embarn^sed 
her; however, after several contradictory resolutions, 
she finally directed her servant to order the equipage, 
and put things in train for her departure without 
delay 

The* bustle which this sudden order of Melissa 
occasioned in the family, soon brought Maria' into 
her chamber, who with much anxiety enquired into, 
the cause of her hasty departure'; Melissa, having 
again fallen into a profound reverie, gave no answer 
to this enquiry ; upon which Maria repeated it, 
adding, that she hoped, her mother was well, and 
that the letter brought no bad news from home.— 

• My mother^ well, and the lettcit brings no bad 
news from home,^ answered Melissa.—* Then I 
hope, sister," says Maria, ‘ nothing has happened 
here to give you any olFence."—Melissa looked her 
steadily in the face, and after some time relaxdd her 
features into that sort of smile, which conscious su¬ 
periority sometimes deigns to,bestow upon importu¬ 
nate insignific ince. Maria, in whose composition 
the inflammable particles did not predominate, 
swered this smile of insult no otherwise tliian by 
blush of seijtsibility, and t\vh:J^,j^fau!tering ’^oic€ said 
—® If it is^ I, who am in the fault, sister, I am 
heartily sorry for it, and entreat you to believe that 
nothing can be further from rny intentions, than to 
give you just cause of offence at any* time."—* Lord, 
child," replied Melissa, with infinite composure, 

how vanity hae turned thy poor head upside 
down: I dare say you think \t mighty pretty to 
praj:jj;ise<^ihe airs of a great lady, and to be gracious 
to your inferiors; but have the goodness to stay till 
I am your itkferior; perhaps that may never be the 
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case; perhaps—-but I shall say no more upon the . 
subject; it is not your childish triumph in display- 
in ^ a pared of baubles, that can move me; no— 
youvmight recollect, methinks, that those diamonds 
had been mine, if 1 would have taken them with 

the incumbrance appertaining to them-but 1 

look higher, be assured, so 1 wish your ladyship a 
good morning, for 1 sec my chaise is wait^vg.’— 
Having thus said, the accomplislied Melissa, with¬ 
out staying for an answer, flounced out of the room, 
.took a hasty leave of her aunt below stairs, and 
throwing herself *into her chaise, drove from the 
door without further ceremony. 


number XXIV. 


The amiable Melissa having performed the duties 
of a sister in the manner above related, eagerly flew 
to enjoy the delights of a friend, and upon her rc- 
•tuqi hojne,^*romediately betook herself to her bc- 
]i>ved Parthenissa. It so happened that sbe found 
that young \B.d^ fSieii nfi/c^yjv'nh Count •Ranceval; 
Melissa, upon discovering a stranger with"her friend, 
started bade, blushed and hastily exclaimed-^* Bless 
me! Parthenissa, I thought you had been alone.* 

* She was now retiring, when Parthenissa by gentle 
compulsion obliged her to return: 'I'he conversatfon 
soon grew interesting, in the couilie of which many% 
fine things were said by the Count, of which no¬ 
thing was original but the application, lor 
were mostly to be found in the prompter’s library. 
Whilst Melissa was amusing her frfhnd with an 
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jiccount oF what had paif?sed at her aunt\s, the 
C'^unt sate for some time silent with his eyes fixed 
upon her, and drawing up a deep sigli that seemed 
to throw a delicate frame into great coiivuls^jn, 

exclaimed—‘ My God!’-Upon this explosion 

of the soul, Melissa, though in the midst of a nar¬ 
rative, in which she had not neglected doing justice 
to her<pwn sweetness of temper and sisterly affec¬ 
tion, stopt short, and casting a look of infinite sen¬ 
sibility on the sighing Count, eagerly asked if he 
was well.—'T'he Count, instead of answering her 
question, turned himself to Parthenissa, and in the 
most moving tone of voice said —* You told me she 
was fair— 


‘ Trup*sh(* is fair; ohl how divinely fair! 

But still tiie l?)vcly maid improves IuT<:IiL*rms, 

With inward wreaiiicss, unaffected wisdom, 

And sanctity of manners—-*' 

Mere Cato^s soiU stood in his wajx and stopt the 
further progress of his speech. 

Whilst this was passing, his valet entered the 
room and delivered a pacquet into his hands, bow¬ 
ing very devoutly, and saying—* My Lord Count, 
a courier is arrived from Strasbourg, ^hp brings 
you letifrs from his excellency your father,’*—Th** 
Count snatched them frbmfivip h^d witn cxiacy, 
and orderefl a liberal reward to the courier on the 
spot- 'Melissa now rose from her scat, and w^ould 
have retired, but he implored her to stay, if it were 
6rily to gratify her benevolence in an occasion of 
felicitating him, should he be so happy as to find his 
honoured parent in good liealt(ji. He now opened 
the letter, throwing the envelope carelesly on the 
table; l^arthenissa took it up, and examining the 
seal, bade Melissa take notice of the coat of arms, 
which indeett was most splendidly engraven with 
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trophies, mantle, and every proper badge of high • 
nobility ; whilst Count Ranceval was reading, he 
thi’^w aside some inclosed papers, one of which 
fell'V.pon the floor; Parthenissa stooped and took 
it up; the Count, whose attention had been drawn 
ofi' by the letter he was perusing, was exceedingly 
shocked in point of politeness, when thatjoung 
lady presented it to him, and with many ajitllogics 
for his inattention, begged she would accept the 
l)aper she had had the trouble of taking up* declar¬ 
ing in the most jT<:reinptory manner that he could 
never forgive himself upon any other terms : Par¬ 
thenissa opened the paper, and looking at it, ex¬ 
claimed—‘ Heavens ! Count Ranceval, what do you 
^ mean ? It is a bill for a thousand pounds.’—♦ 1 am 
sorry for it. Madam,’ said the generous Count, ‘ I 
wish it had been one of the others, to have been 
more Worthy your acceptance ; but 1 hope you will 
make no difficulty of*rcceiving such a trifle at my 
hands^; there is^hut one good thing in the world 
which 1 abound in, and that is the only one you 
have not; therefore 1 must insist upon your acccjit- 
ing what I can so easily spare, and can never more 
worthily employ.’—The Count now rose from his 
«eat* and in’flie most graceful manner imaginable 
forced th^ papciiinto Paj'thcnissa’s hands,4iolding 
them both fast cTosedK^ithfn his own: *J\. struggle 
now ensued .between the generosity of one party and 
the modesty of the other, which was so obstinately 
maintained on each side, that it was impossible to 
foresee which would prevail, when the Count, n;-* 
collecting himself on the sudden^ struck upon a 
new expedient for or/ercoming this amiable young 
lady’s-ddicacy, by delivering the paper to ftlelissa, 
and beseeching her to stand his advocate on the iJfc- 
casion.—‘ From you, divine Melissa,*^says the ge¬ 
nerous foreigner, ‘ she will not refuse this trifle in 
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•dispute between us ; to whom should I refer my 
cause, but to that angelic being, to whom 1 have 
surrendered my heart, and at whose feet I dedi^'ate 
ni}' life, iortune, happiness, and all things valiaable 
in this world, with a devotion th^at no suppliant 
ever felt before ?’—As he was uttering these words, 
he threw himself on his knees, snatched the hand oi 
MelisslI, [)rcssed i^r eagerly to his lips, and smothered 
it with aidcnt kisses; then applying his handker¬ 
chief to his eyes, dropped his head upon Melissa s 
knee, and in a trembling voice c-ied out—‘ Speak, 
loveliest of thy se\', pronounce iny fate, determine 
me for life or dcatli; lor, by the powder that made 
me, 1 will not survive the sentence of despair.*— 

* Oh gcinTpus youth! oh noble Count!* replied the 
aiiiiahlc Melissa, * you confound me ; you distress 
me : what must 1 reply ?’—-* Bless me with hope; 
encoiiratie me to live; or let me fall at once,’ said 
the enamoured youth.—Melissa paused; the tears 
started in her eyes; her heart w^as ioftened, and ht*r 
tongue refused to utter the fatal sentence of death ; 
she was silent.—In this aw^ful moment of suspense, 
tile lovely Partheiiissa, whose gentle heart overflowed 
witii gratitude to her benefactor, dropt on her knee 
also, and clasping Melissa round the waist, with tcari 
bcsceclRd her for the love< of Heavpi to siive a^noWe 
youth, who floated on fier W*lhstraction.—^ "J liink 
of his virtues, think of his affection,* saitl the beau- 
tef)Ufe pleader; ‘ Can that soft heart, so full ot pity, 
sutler him to flic ? Does not such generosity deaer\c 
tojjve? Am 1 not bound to speak in his behalf? 
V^here can Melissa find a man so worthy of her 
/choice? Shall the insipid Mariu start into nobility, 
and meve in a superior sphere, whilst her accom- 
.*pltshcd sister lives in humble solitude beneath her? 
wo, no, the;^world demands Melissa.-—Shall Maria 
glitter in the circles of the great, shall she blay.e with 



tlianionil‘i, vvlillst my Invelv f,—? Tiut way do 
1 trlic thifi language to M^'!iRF>a. whose soul looks 
ur^n iij)on these var.lliix vm'J', just contempt? 

hare aie nobler motives, tiiei\' are worthier reascuis, 
th:it j)kdd the cause of lo\c on this occasion. Rise, 
(vount Ranceval, this nioinnit rise^ receive a blessiiiti 
l ) your arms, enihnjco your ?ia|>(>iness, she yields! 
siie’s yours! T see that sin; conse^nts.’—Oboilicnt to 
the word, the enraptured lover rose, and throwing 
his arms round the uniesisting fair one, clasped her 
to his heart, amlwhibt he held her thus inclose 
embrace, exclaimed—‘ Oh paradjse of sweets 1 Oh 
soul oi bliss 1 Oh heavenly, charming maid 1 and 
art thou mine ? S])cak to me, lovely creature ! art 
tiion mine?’—* For ever F answered jhe blushing 
JMeliss'i, and dropt her head upon*his neck.—‘ Hear 
it, earth, scu, and heaven 1 Hear it, sun, moon, and 
stars 1* cried the enraptured lover. 


^ Hear it,flay*; and nifflits, ztnd all yc hours: 

That f?^:jw'ay wstli down upon your feet, 

ifyovir bu^nuis., werv to <‘<unit my passion—- 
i'll love thee all tl|^ <-lay, and every day. 

And every dtiy slnill be l>ut as tin* br'^t, 

0 So eajci* am 1 still to love thee more.” 

• • 

• X^'i'Stfhapso^}’ was seconded by another embrace 
mort ardent than tUSf'former* Partheni^a then took 
her turn, and saluting her friend, cried out—* Joy 
to you, my dearest Countess ; all joy befall you 
both.’—‘ Now^’ says Count Ranceval, ‘ rny beloved 
Melissa has a right m every thing 1 possess, and her 
Iricnd woll no longer o]>pose the tender of th^ 
trifling sum ; it is^an earnest that seals our engag^ 
ment; the form that is to follow, cannot make us 
one more firmly, than honour now unites us’f^and 
considering you now already as the t^^ughter-in^hiw 
of this noble father, 1 must beg leave to shew^ you 
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what his letter further contains/—He then pro¬ 
duced bills of exchan£:e which the old Count had 
remitted for very considerable sums.—* The p^- 
pose of this remittance/ says he, * is to purcha& a 
set of jewels, in addition to the family stock, of a 
newer fashion, with a recommendation to bestow 
them upon some English woman, if 1 should be 
happy enough to fngage the affection of such an 
one in this kingdom, and liehold how the descrip¬ 
tion of my father’s wish tallies with the adorable 
person, who has now honoured mf with her hand!’ 
—He then read the following paragraph from Ins 
father’s letter, translating it as he went on—* it 
you should cliusc a wife in England (which 1 know 
it is your wish to do), i charge you to be as atten¬ 
tive to the charms of her mind, as to those of her 
person : Let her temper be sweet. Her manners ele¬ 
gant, her nature modest, and her wit brilliant but 
not satyrical; above all thing?>, chuse no woman 
who has not a sensibility of soul, itf which the de-„ 
licacy of the sex consists. If you Ure fortunate 
enough to match with such an one, bring your 
spouse to Strasbourg, and 1 vi\\\ jointure her in my 
rich barony of Lavasques; in the mean time, 1 remit ^ 
you the inclosscd bills for five thousand ,j>ounds * 
st'eilingjifD lay out in such jewels and bijo|jteric, at?" 
befits a person of your rahk Ifififtl foitune to bestow 
upon the lady of your heart, in a country where 
those things are in perfection. As for the lady’s 
fortune, 1 make no stipulations on^that score'; but 
it is an indispensable condition, that sh€^ be a woman 
weh-born, thoroughly accomplished, and above all 
|jf the Protestant communion, according to the re¬ 
ligious principles of our noble house.’ When the 
CowiTt had read this paragraph, turning to Melissa, 
he said—‘ Behold the full completion of my father’s 
model in this* lovely person !’ 
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The union of this happy couple being thus cle-, 
cjclecl upon, no time was to be lost in carrying it 
into effect, for the Count \v\ks hastening homewards, 
am\Melissa had no objection to be before-hand 
witn her sister: of her mother there was no doubt 
to be had, or if there was, her forrune was in her 
own power, and she of full age to chuse for herself. 
Secrecy, however, was nsoived iijion for ^^irious 
reapoiu, and the joy of surprizing Maria wrus not 
amongst the least. J’he uiu le of Parthenissa, who 
was an attorney, was iir-rructcd to make a short 
deed, referring it fo the old ('ount at Strasbourg to 
cumpleat Melissa’s sctt’eu.cnt, when she arrived at 
that city ; this worthy geutlenian was accordingly 
let into the secret, and rA tV- same time undertook 
’ to get the licence, and to prepaje th^ parson of 
Melissa’s parish*lor tiie ccieiiiony. The adjusting 
so many particuUus c rew the business into riicb 
length, that the evening w now lar spent, and as 
Melissa was in tj;ic h:.bit of shjiriug occusionally the 
bftd eff her Jjtkwcd liie:ul, she dispatched a messen¬ 
ger to her mother, signiiying that she should sleep 
at Parthenissa’s that iiirlit. 

When this matter was se ttled, Parthenissa quitted 
.the room tp^. give her orders for supper, and the 
Jjappy lovers were left to themselves for nj incon- 
sideidble^ime. iiifiouredi CV)un4 lost not a 

moment of this precious interval, ;u\d with the help 
of Dry den,* Otway, and Rowe, 1; pt up hh rhap¬ 
sodies* with great spirit: now it was that Love, 
which Melissa had so long kept ut distance, took 
full revenge,i4nd like a griping creditor- exacted4iis 
rirrears with ampl^ interest from his vanquishcfl% 
debtor. When Parthenissa returned, she strove to 
make her presence as little interruption as*pos*.il>le 
to these tender endearments, by rallying Melissa.on 
her prudery, and frequently rcmindJlig her, that 
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contracted lovers -were in effect man and wife; in 
' short* nothing could be more considerate and ac¬ 
commodating than this amiable friend. ^ 

An elegant but small repast was now serve^ at 
which no domestic was admitted; the Count was 


in the happicll flow of spirits; Melissa’s heart could 
not resist the festivity of the moment, and all was 
love and gaiety, till night was far spent and the hour 
reminded them of’separating. Parthenissa again re¬ 
tired to prepare her chamber, and Melissa was again 
left with her lover. How it ca.Ti'S to pass that Par¬ 
thenissa omitted so necessary a point of ceremony, 
as that of informinor Melissa when her chamber was 

O 

ready, I cannot pretend to account, but so it was, and 
that young lady, with a negligence, which friend¬ 
ship is sometimes apt to contiact, retired to her re¬ 
pose, and never thought more of poor Melissa, who 
was left in a situation very itew to her, to say no 
worse of it, but who had sweefness of temper never¬ 
theless to let her friend off with j very gentle re¬ 
proof, when after a long time past in<pxpectaUon.of 
her coming, she was at length obliged to submit to 
the impropriety of suffering Count Ranceval to con¬ 
duct her to her bed-chamber door. 


The next day produced the licence^ fmd Melissa, 
was, or appeared to be, as impatient to conf^lude tly*. 
ceremony Count RaneyVah ^j msetT. Tlfis is to be 
imputed to*the timid sensibility of her nature, which 
rather wished to precipitate an awful &ct, than to 
remain in terror and suspense. Awful as it was to 
Melissa, it was auspicious to the hhppy Count, for 
it put him in possession of his amiable bride. The 
^mother was let into the secret, and with joy con¬ 
sented to give Melissa away, and receive Countess 

in return. The matter passed in secret as to 
the neighbourhood, and Parthenissa’s uncle, to ac¬ 
commodate the parties, sate up all night to compleat 
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the deed, which gave the Count possession of the. 
lady’s fortune, and referred her for a settlement to 
be made at Strasbourg in the barony of Lavasques. 

Avery happy compan)r were now assembled at 
dinner, consisting of the bride and bridegroom. Par- 
thenissa, her uncle, and the old lady, when a coach 
and six drove to the door, and, as if fortune had de¬ 
termined to compleat the domestic felicity of jhis fa¬ 
mily in the same moment, Maria, 'wbo was now Lady 
L—, followed by her aunt and his lordship, ran 
into the room, anc5 falling on her knee, asked bless- 
iijg of her mother, whilst Lord L—•, presented 
himself as her son-in-law, having driven from the 
church-door to her house to pay his duty on this 
occasion, meaning to rcturn.directly, for which pur- 
* pose the eq^uipage was ordered to v^^ait. • 

Whilst Maria* approached to embrace Melissa, 
and to present to her a very fine bridal favour, em¬ 
broidered with pearls, Count Raiiceval whispered 
his lovely bride,^ that he must hastily retire, being 
suddenly seized with a violent attack of the tooth- 
ach ; bein" a perfect man of fashion, he contrived 
to retire without disturbing the company, and put¬ 
ting up his handkerchief to his face to prevent the 
dfold air afFectitig the part in pain, ran up to his 
I«ady’s 6ed-chamber, whi}$t Parthenissu her 
uncle ver^consi^ratdtvj.retired from a family party 
in which they were no longer interested. 

Melissa received the bridal favour from 'Maria 
with a«condescending inclination of her body, with¬ 
out rising from her scat.—‘ You must permit me, 
sister,’ says she, * to transfer your present to the 
noble personage wh 9 has just left the room; for 
havings now the honour and happiness to share the 
name and title of Count Ranceval, I have nj) longer 
any separate property; neither can I with any be¬ 
coming decorum as Countess Ranceval,* and a bride 
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myself, wear the pretty bauble you have given me, 
and which 1 can iihsure you I will return with in¬ 
terest, as soon as I go to London, in my way to 
Strasbourg, wbcie the Count’s immense posscsilons 
principally lie.* 

‘ Good heavens?* exclaimed Maiia, ‘ Imw de¬ 
lighted am 1 to hear you have married a man of 
such rank and fortune! What a blessing to my mo- 
tlitr, to me, to my lord!’—So saying, she threw her “ 
aims round her neck, and embraced her, she next em¬ 
braced her mother, and turr.krg tJ Lord L—-. 

said, ‘ My lord, you will congiatulatc the (’oun- 

tess.*—‘ I hope so,* replied Lord L-, ‘ every 

thing that contributes to the happiness of this house 
will be matter of congratulation for me: but let me 
ask wheroiCount Ranceval is; 1 shall be proud to 
pay my comjdimcnts to him, andr by the glimpse I 
had of his person think 1 have had the honour of 
seeing him before.*—‘ Very Jikely,* unsw'ered Me¬ 
lissa, ‘ the Count has been some time in London.’ 
—‘ I think so,’ said Lord L-, 1 anrimpa¬ 

tient to make rny bow to him.’—‘ 1 hope he will 
soon come down,' replied Melissa, ‘ but he is sud¬ 
denly seized with a dreadful tooth-acli, and gone 
up stairs in great pain.’—‘ Alas popr Count,’ said 
Lord 1^—, ‘ ’tis cl horrid agony, and what 1 am v^ry 
subject to,rnyself, but lAav^.a nos( rum in rny pocket 
which is Very safe, and never fails to give ease ; per¬ 
mit mo, dear sister, to walk up stairs With you, and 
relieve the Count Irora his distress.’ ► 

So saying, he followed Mcli8sa‘*up stairs, and was 
accomjianied by the whole p^n’ty. Upon their en¬ 
tering the chaiuber, Count Ranceval made a slight 
bow to the company, and again jiiit up his hand- 
l^rchibf to his face; As soon as Lord L— ap¬ 
proached him, he said—‘ 1 believe I can soon cure 
this gentleman,’—Whereupon, snatching the hand- 
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kerchief from his cheek, with one kick, pretty 
forcibly bestowed upon the seat of dishonour, he 
laic^thc piiisny Count sprawling on the floor. The 
ladi<i^with one consent gave a shriek, that brought 
the whole family to the door, Meliss;i ran with 
agony lo the fallen hero, who hid his face between 

his hands, whilst Lord L-cried out—‘ Take no 

pity on him. Madam, for the rascal was my^ foot¬ 
man/—I'his produced a second scream from Me¬ 
lissa, who, turning to Lord L-, with a look of 

horror, e.vchiiincd—\\ hat do I hear? Count Ran- 
ceval a 1‘ootinan! What then am 1 ?’—By this 
time the C'ouni had recollected himself sufficiently 
► to make reply—‘ My lawful wife ; and as such J 
demand you : let me see who will venture to op- 
j>ose it.’—I'his menace would ha^e bcAi follow¬ 
ed with a second*chastisenunt from iny lord, had 
not Maria interposed, and taking her sister ten- 
ilcrlyby the hand, with a look of pity and benevo¬ 
lence, asked her . if she was actually married.— 
♦ Irrecoverably^said Melissa, and burst into tears, 
^ es, yes,* resumed the impostor, ‘ 1 believe all 



^CLiity hcl3 back by his lady from laying Jiands 
on him.— ‘ llavi piiij^ncef 1 •conjure you,* said 
Maria, ‘ if it be so, it is past redemption ; leave me 
with my sister, take my poor mother out df the 
room, jfnd if tliis gentleman will give me leave to 
converse a few minutes with my sister—* ‘ Gen¬ 
tleman ;* said Lord -, and immediately tal^ 

ing him by the colf^r, dragged him out of the 
chambej*, ibllowed by the mother and the aunt, 
A scene now ensued between the sisters, in^whick 
as 1 feel my pen. unable to render justice to the di¬ 
vine benevolence of Maria, i will charTtably drop 
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the curtain over the fall of pride. There was no 
need for any negotiation with the Count, tor he and 
his accomplice Parlhenissa, with the lawyer rher 
uncle, set off for London with their credentials to take 
possession of Melissa’s fortune in the funds, which 
the lawyer had but too effectually secured, having, 
in a pretended counterpart of the deed he read to 
Melissa and her mother, inserted the veal name of 
the irnpostor. Melissa has as yet had no further 
trouble from her husband, and lives in retirement 
in a small house belonging to'Lord L—, under his 
protection : she experiences dally instances of the 
bounty of Maria, and here if envy (which yet ran¬ 
kles at her heart) would permit her, reflection 
might teach her ‘ how superior virtue shines in its 
natural siihpVicity, and how contemptible pride ap¬ 
pears, though disguised under the^mask of false de¬ 
licacy and affected refinement.’ 


NUMBER XXV. 


Unde nd majnitgedlerat'iy U 

jCtc viget quUiquain simile aut secuiidum. 

^ . • HORAT. 

There is a great fovereign now upon earth, who, 
thous:h an infant, is the oldest of all souls alive by 
many centuries. 

This extraordinary personage is a living evidence 
of the.foul’s immortality, or at least has advanced 
hO far in proof, as to convince the world by his own 
example, that it is not necessarily involved in the 
extinction of the body. Though he is the greatest 
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genealogist living, and can with certainty make out ^ 
the longest and clearest pedigree of any potentate now 
reijining, yet he is properly speaking without ances¬ 
tors. As 1 cannot doubt but that so striking an event 
as thi general deluge must be fresh in his memory, 
though a pretty many years have since elapsed, he 
must of necessity have been none other than Noah 
himself; for as he has always been his own son, and 
that son can never have been living at the sai^e mo- ^ 
ment with his father, it is plain he must have been 
♦hat very identical^>atriarch, when he survived the 
flood. ‘ 

As he was but eighteen months old, according to 
his corporeal computation, when he was last visited, 
he was not very communicative in conversation, but 
*1 have hope upon the next meetingJae wWl have the 
goodness to set tis right about Pythagoras, who 1 
am persuaded sunk some part of his travels upon 
us, and was actually*in his court, where he acted 
the part of a Jllagiary, and in the school-boy’s 
phras^ foul copy of his holiness’s transmi¬ 

gration, but with such strong marks of a counter¬ 
feit, that after a short trip to the Trojan war, and a 
few others not worth relating, it is to be presumed 
Jie has given ."up the frolic; for I do not hear that he 

• i%at present amongst us, at least not amonggt us of 
this kingSom, ^ere.ft'9 *sty the tiuth Ldo not see 
any thing that resembles him. In the fnean time 
the religious’ sovereign of Tibet (for the reader per¬ 
ceives i have been speaking of Teishoo Lama) in the 
spirit of an origmal keeps his seat upon the Mus- 
nud of Tcrpaling, which throne he has continued 
to press ever since hi|» defeent from»Mount Ararat. ^ 
After all we must acknowledge this was a bold 
creed for priestcraft to impose, but credullly ha^a 
wide fwallow, and if the doctrine passed upon a na¬ 
tion so philosophical and inquisitive aS the Gieeks, 
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it may well obtain unquestioned by Calmuc Tar- 
tars; and superstition, now retiringIVoin Rome, may 
yet find refuge in the mountains ot 'ribet. This riiiy 
be said for the system of I'eeshoo l„ama, that impo¬ 
sition cannot be put to a fairer test, than V?hcn 
committed to the simplicity of a child; and the fry/-* 
or priests, attendant upon this extraordinary 
infantjj^ paid no small compliment to the faith of 
their followers, when they set him upon the Mus- 
nud. ^ 

1 forbear entering: into a fnrti.'er account ofthi? 

• • • ^ r • • 

infant pontid', because 1 hope the very ingenious tra¬ 
veller, who has already circulated some curious 
particulars of his audiences and interviews at the 
monastery of Terpaling, will indulge the public 
with a nio/e fulj^and circ^uiustantial narrative of las' 
very interesting expedition into a*comitry so little 
visited by Pluropeaiis, and where the manners and 
habits of the people, no less than the sacred charac¬ 
ter of the sovereign, furnish a subje ct of so new and 
entertaining a nature. 

When a genius like that, which actuates the il¬ 
lustrious character, who lately administered the go¬ 
vernment of Bengal, is carried into the remotest re¬ 
gions of the earth, it diffuses an illuiniruition around 
it, wh^di reaches even to those nations, where ar.*s 
and scicna‘!s are in •thiSir''ir'ihest cultivation: and 
wc accordingly find that besides this embassy, so 
curious of its kind, the same pervading spirit has 
j)enctratcd into the sacred and till now inacecssible 
mysteries of the Brahmins, and By the attainment 
of'a language which religion has interdicted from all 
“ others but the saoerdotal cast, Ms already began to 
lay open a volume, superior in antiquity, and per¬ 
il :ps iu^merit not inferior, to Homer himself. 

Happy inhabitants of Tibet! If happiness can 
arise fiom ertor, your innocent illusion must be the* 
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source of it; for priestcraft, which has plunged our 
pqrtion of the globe in wars and persecutions, has 
kept you in perpetual peace and tranquillity; so 
muc^ more wise and salutary is your religious sys¬ 
tem of pontifical identity, than ours of pontifical 
infallibility. The same unchangeable, indivisible 
object of faith secures universal acquiescence under 
the commodious imposition: N(» Anti-Laana cun 
distract your attention or divide your duty, for indi¬ 
viduality is his css/Mice; no councils can reverse his 
decrees or ovei-rutc his supremacy, for he is coeval 
with religion, nay he is religion itself. Such as he 
was in his pneterient body, such he must be in his 
present; the same monastic, ])caceful, unofiending, 

, pious being; a living idol, drawn forth upon occa¬ 
sional solemnities to give his blcft^inf; to adorin" 
prostrate hordes of Tartars, and to receive their 
offerings; and whether this blessing be given by the 
hands of unreasoning^lnfancy, or superannuated age, 
it mutters little ft which degree the moment points, 
when the scafe is undeterminable. ‘ You see me 
here,’ said the Lama in his praetcrient body to one 
of our countrymen, wHom he admitted to a conver- 
gation, ‘ a mere idol of state: You are of a.more 
•active nfltioti^ take your wonted exercise without 
J^serve: ^Valk about my.chamber: I am s;rtentar) 
by necessity, ana thcf'Wabit of indolencf^is beconi( 
to me a second nature.’—l^his is a true anecdote 
and shews how mild a soul it is, which has no^^ 
transniigratcd into the body of this infant. 

Could this extraordinary personage communicate 
his property to all his brother sovereigns througl 
the world, should ^e, or should wc not, congratu 
late mankind upon the event ? Let the natiqjis speal 
for themselves! I answer for one, that cannot naffi 
a period in its monarchy more in favc^ur of the dis- 
.'pensation. 
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ii TTXi FiUTTX. irLx^C EVfj (7(y« xxXi.. 


Hold Ihy tongue*, good lioy 1 There ae in iiiy great advan- 

L.gcs HI ktx'jiing aitaici'. 

I HAVE now the satisfaction to inform my countly- 
men, that after lon^ aiKl diligent search I have at 
last discovered a>* very extraordinary person in this 
metropolis, at present in some obscurity, but il’l 
shall luckily be the means of drawing him into more 
notice by publishing what haS come to my know¬ 
ledge of his talents and performances, 1 shall think 
myself happy not only in serving a ^I'leritorious in¬ 
dividual, but also in furnishing a suggestion through 
the mode J shall recommend for his employ, that 
may be of the greatest benefit to society. 

The gentleman, in whose favour i* would fain 
interesij^imy candid readers, is Mr. Jedec|iah Fisli?^ 
of whose history 1 shalJ' red^iint &'few particulars. 
I le was bred to the law, and many years ago went 
over to New England, where he practised in the 
courts at Boston : upon the brcajking out bf the 
troubles he came over to England, though from his 
prudent deportment lie might safely have remained 
^ where he was, for Mr. E'ish iniide it a rule never to 
Jend any thing but an ear to either side of the ques- 
ti6h; 1 cannot speak with certainty as to his real 
motives for leaving America, as he has not been 
communicative on that head, but 1 could collect 
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fro}n hints he has dropt of the extraordinary length • 
and protraction of the pleadings in those provincial 
courts, that his health was a good deal impaired by 
his a*^endancc upon causes, though 1 cannot discover 
that he was actually employed as an advocate in any, 
This may seem singular to such as are unacquainted 
with those proceedings, but Mr. Fish, though no 
pleader, was of indispensible use tcbhis clientsjiluring 
the somnolency of the court; for by means of his 
vigilance the efficient counsel could indulge them- 
.selves in their natcy’al rest, and recruit their spirits 
for a fecij)iocal cAcrtion of prolixity, when the op- 
])osile party had come to a conclusion ; this happy 
laculty of wakefulness in Mr. Jedediab Fish was ac¬ 
companied with the further very useful talent of 
abridgement, by which in a very teW worSs he could 
convey into the ear of a pleader, when he had otifce 
thoroughly wakened him, the whole marrow of an 
argument, though it tmd been spread out ever so 
whlclj;. ^ • 

hen he c<Tme over to his native countiy, he 
threw himself in the way of preferment, and regu¬ 
larly attended the sittihgs at Westminster, Ouild- 
liali, and elsewhere; but being a modest man, and 
•lie who rnacfeiio ac(]iKuntance, he was no otherwise 
taken notjfc of^^than as .being the only pef^on in 
court, who did m>t yAWn, when a cert^^in learned 
Serjeant got Ijeyond his usual quota of cases in point. 
Nothing offering here, Mr. r'ish presented himself 
during the sittingjof Parliament both at the bar of 
the Peers, and in the gallery of the House of Coin- 
nions; he gave great attention to the clerks, when 
they were reading A^ts of Parliainent in the upper 
house, and never quitted his post in the lower^ when 
certain gentlemen were on their legs, and gave th5 
signal to others to get on theirs and go^ to dinner r 
Hy being thus left alone this modest attendant lost 
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his labour, and remained unnoticed through a whole 
session. 

Defeated in all these efforts he began to frequent 
coffee-houses, where he observed most talking pre¬ 
vail, and few or no hearers to be found: fortune 
now began to smile upon his patient endeavours, and 
he particularly recommended himself to a circle at 
Saint P-aurs, where by his address in posting him¬ 
self between two parties, one of which was very cir¬ 
cumstantially explaining a will, 'md the other going 
step by step through a bill of in^flosure, where the 
glebe lands of the rector were in great peril of in¬ 
fringement, he so contrived as to lend one ear to the 
divine and the other to the civilian, by which he 
got a dinner at each of their houses; and as they 
found him a most agreeable companion, and one 
whose chearing smile enlivened their own conversa¬ 
tion, he soon became free of their families under a 
standing Invitation. 

It was in one of these houses Pfirst became a':- 
quainted with Mr. Fish, and as it Veemed to me a 
great pity that a man possessed of such companion¬ 
able talents (for I can safely aver I had never heard 
the tone of his voice) should ])c any longer buried in 
obscurity, or at best confined to a narrow circle of 
admif^^s, I began to reflect within nwself what 
amazing ifnprovements soclfitty mfght receive, if he 
could be induced to stand forth in the public charac¬ 
ter of fl! Mas/tr of Slit nct'f or in other words a Tvaefter 
i}f the Art of Hearings 

.As I knew my friend was not a man to speak for 
himself, 1 took a convenient occasion one day of 
breaking my proposal to hin’f^ which 1 introduced 
by saymgT bad something to disclose to bim^ which 
1 conceived would not only be ot public benefit, but 
might also be turned to his jjarticular emolument and 
advantage. He paused some tin e, and seemed to 
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expect when I would proceed to cxjdain mys.df; 
but being at last convinced that 1 was really watting * 
foi^his consent, he opened his lij)s for the rirst time, 
and in a very soft agreeable tone of voice delivered 
himsilf as follows—‘ Saj/ onT—Vhc conversation 
being now fairly on foot, 1 said that experience must 
ha\e convinced him how great a scarcity of hearers 
there were in this metropolis, at the same time what 
great request they were in, and htJw much Conver¬ 
sation and society were at a loss for a proper pro¬ 
portion of them ; where one man now made 
liis fortune by his*tongue, hundreds might in less 
time establish their’s by a prudent use of their ears : 
that a desire of x/ii/ti/tir in company was now become 
so general, that there was no body left to shine 
•lipon : that no way could be so sure of providing for 
younger sons anU people of small fortunes, as to 
(jualiiy them well in f/ic aH of /tntr/og ; but by a 
fatal neglect in our ^^stem of education, and the 
• loquacity of nurj^es and servants, no attention was 
paid t« this L>»i^ful accomplishment: 1 observed to 
him that our parsons were in some degree in the 
fault, by shortening tlvcir sermons and quickening 
their prayers, whereas in times past, when homilies 
were in use, and the jircaclier turned the hour-|jlass 
#fwice or thrice before his discourse was wou^ up, 
tife world tvas in'^cttq^^hil sts of hearing : that in 
Oliver’s days the grace was oftentimes as long as 
the meal, now they sate dowm without any grace at 
all, anti talked without ceasing : that the disconti¬ 
nuance of smoking tobacco contributed much to put 
hearing out of fashion, and that a club of ])copfe 
now was like a pack ^if hounds in fiill cry, where all 
puppies open at the same time, whether they have 
got the*scent or not: In conclusion, 1 demanded of 
him if he agreed with me in these observations, or 
not: he again took some time to considiM*, and very 
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civilly replied—* I do .^—‘ If you do agree with mc»* 
rejoined I, ‘ in acknowledging the complaint, tell 
me if you will concur in promoting the cure.' He 
nodded assent, * and who is so fit as Mr. Jedediah 
Fish,* added I, * to teach that art to others, whihh he 
possesses in such perfection himself ? It shall be my 
business to seek out for scholars, your’s to instruct 
them, and 1 don’t despair of your establishing an 
Academy of Silence in as general repute us the semool 
of Pythagoras,’ 

This institution is now fairly>n foot, and school 
is opened in JVlagpye-court, Cheipsidc, No 4, name 
on the door, where the professor is to be spoken to 
Iw all persons wanting his advice and instructions. 
The remarkable success which has already attended 
Mr. Jedediah Fish, would warrant my laying be¬ 
fore the public some extraordinary cures, but these 
1 shall postpone to some future opportunity, and 
conclude with a passage from Horace, which shews 
that ingenious poet, though perhaps he had as much 
to say for himself as most of our n^rvJern prattleVs, 
was neverthcles a perfect adept in the art, which it 
has been the labour of this paper to recommend. 


Si’ptitn'us octavo 'pfoprwr jam fugerit (iwrm,t. 

Lx quo JiJ(t eems me turplf habere snorim 

liWiumcro ; dunlaxai ad hocy quern U^lere rhedfs 

VeUety iur J'acienSy h efti roi efcderu uugas 

Hoc genus, IJora quota cst ? Thvax est (iallina S^ro par: 

M\tiutiva pamim cantos jam frigora mordent : 

lit qute rimosa bene dejumunlur in aure, 

* ’Tis (let me see) three years and more, 
(October next it will be four) 

Since Hanley bade me first attend, 

And chose me for an humble friend ; 

‘ WouM take me in his coach to chat, 

And question me of this and that: 

As * What's o’clock?' and ‘ How’s the wind?* 

‘ VV no’s chariot’s that we left behind V 
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Or gravely try to read the lines 
Writ underneath the country-signs; 

Or, * Have you nothing new to-day 
* From Pope, from Parnell, or irom Gay V 
Such tattle often entertains 
My lord and me as far as Staines, 

As once a week we travel down 
To Windsor, and again to town. 

Where all that passes mter nos 

Might be proclaim’d at Chariirg Cross.* ' 

hWlFT. 


NUMBER XXVII. 


A NOVEL, conducted upon one uniform plan> con¬ 
taining a series of evetits in familiar life, in which 
lip episodical sfDry is interwoven, is, in effect, a 
protracted corJiedy, not divided into acts. The 
same natural display of character, the same face¬ 
tious turn of dialofrue arid agreeable involution of 
incidents are essential to each composition. Novels 
•of this ^escfr])tiojl are not of many ^'cars standing 
ift England, end-seem to have succeeded affersome 
interval to roma/Pce, wViich, to say no worse of it, 
is a most pnnatural and monstrous production. 
The IJof? of Cervantes is of a middle species; 

and tlfe GU Blas^ which the Spaniards claim and 
the French have the credit of, is a series of adven¬ 
tures rather than a novel, and both this and Don 
Quixote abound in episodical stories, which sepa¬ 
rately Jtaken are more properly novels than ^hc mo¬ 
ther work. 

Two authors of our nation began the fashion of 
^ovel-writing, upon different plans indeed, but each 
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with a degree of success, which perhaps has never 
yet been equalled : Richardson disposed his fable 
into letters, and Fielding pursued the more natifi-al 
mode of a continued narration, with an exccj)tioii 
liowcver of certain iriisccllancous chapters, one of 
which he prefixed to each book in the nature of a 
prologue, in which the author speaks in person : he 
has e>u:^utcd thisr^so pleasantly, that we are recon¬ 
ciled to the interruption in his instance; but I 
should doubt if it is a practice in which an irnitatoi 
would be wise to follow him. 

1 should have observed, that modern novelists 
have not confined themselves to comic fables, or 


such only as have hippy endings, but sometimes, 
as in tile hi stance of T/tc Clarissa^ w'ind up their 
story with a tr!*gical catastrophe ; to subjects of 
this sort, jicrhaps, the epistolary 'mode of writing 
may be best adapted, at least it seems to give a 
more natural scope to pathetic descriptions ; but 
there can be no doubt that fables'* rejilete w^ith hu¬ 
morous situations, characteristic dia)l»gue, and busy- 
plot, are better suited to the mode which Fielding 
has pursued in his inimitable'*novel of T/te FtutmUhi^^ 
universally allowed the most jierfcct woik of its 
sort in ours, or probably any other lay*guage. i 

'I’tit'Je is a something 4^0 attractive to, readers of 
all descriptions in these bofik^, arwl they have lieen 
sought with such general avidity, that an incredible 
number of publications have been produced, and 
the scheme of circulating libraries, lately established, 
v^hich these very publications seem to have sug¬ 
gested, having spread tiiem through the kingdom, 
novefs are now become the airiusing study ot every 
rank avd descrijiiion of people in jimgland. 

Young minds arc so ant to be tinctured by what 
they read, tljat it should be the duty ot every person 
who has the charge of education, to make a i)ropej: 



OBSERVER. 


N® 21. 


181 * 


choice of books for those who are under their care ;* 
and this is particularly necessary in resj)ect to our 
daVightcrs, who are brought up in a more confined 
and ^domestic manner than boys. Girls will be 
tempted to form themselves upon any characters, 
whether true or fictitious, wliich forcibly strike 
their imaginations, and nothing can be more j)oint- 
edly addressed to the passions th<in many # f these 
novel heroines. 1 would not be understood to ac-® 
cusc our modern writers of immoral designs ; very 
•few 1 believe can%be found of that description ; I 
do not therefore object to them as corrupting the 
youthful mind by pictures of immorality, but I 

‘ think some amongst them may be apt to lead young 
female readers into afi’ectatifin and false character by 
stories, where the manners, though highlv charged, 
are not in nature ; and the more interesting such 
stories arc, the greater will be their influence: in 
this light, a novel hd-oine, though described with- 
cgit a/ault, yet 'if drawn out ol nature, may be a 
veiy unfit mocW for imitation. 

llie novel, which of all others is formed upon 
the most studied plan of morality, is Clnr'ma^ and 
few young women 1 believe are put under rtstric- 
•tion by tjieir parents or others from gratityingtheir 
^ duriosity ^ith a. perusal of^this author ; girfSfd by 
the beat intentums, aftif conscious that tT»e moral of 
his book isL fundamentally good, he has taken all 
possible pains to weave into his story incidents of 
such a*tragical ar^dufl'ceting nature, as are calculated 
to make a strong and lasting impression on 
youthful heart. The unmerited^ sufferings of an , 
innocent and beautiful young lady, who is r^ade a 
modcl-of patience and ])urity ; the unnatural obdu« 
racy of her parents; the infernal arts of the wretch 
who violates her, and the sad catastrophe of her 
^ death, are incidents in this affecting story better 

^ VOL. XLl. R 
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conceived- than executed : failing in this most es¬ 
sential point, a? a picture of human nature, I must 
regard the novel of Clarissa as one of the bootls, 
which a prudent parent will put under interdiction ; 
for ] think 1 can say from observation, that there 
are more artiticial pedantic characters assumed by 
sentimental Misses, in the vain desire of being 
though** ilftrissa Jlar/o'H's, than from any other 
source of imitation whatsoever : J sus])cct that it 
has given food to the idle passion for those eternal 
scribblings, wliich pass between one female friend 
and another, and tend to no good point of educa¬ 
tion. I have a young lady in my eye, who made 
her will, wiote an irscription lor the plate of her 
own coffin, and forswore all mankind at the age of 
sixteen. As to vhe characters of Lovelace, ol the 
heroine herself, and the heroine’s*'j^artuits, 1 take 
them all to be beings of another world. \Miat 
Clarissa is made to do, and what she is allowed to 
omit, arc equally out of the regions of nature;. 
Fathers and mothers, who may oppose the inclina¬ 
tions of their daughters, are not likely to profit fiorn 
the examples in this story, nor will those daughters 
be disposed to think the worse of their own rights^ 
or the better of their parents, for the b^ack and- 
oii’ioiiVtiolours In whjeh^these unnatural ^pharactcr.t 
are paiiitecf. It will avail ’little to say, that Cla- 
rista’s miseries are derivable from the false step of 
her elopement, when it is evident that elopement 
became necessary to avoid compujsion. 'i’6 sj)eak 
with more precision iny opinion in the case, 1 
think Clarissa dangerous only to such young per¬ 
sons, whose characters are ’v ef to be formed, and 
vvho frf?m natural buscept)hihiy may be prone to 
ifiiitatiou, and likely to be tuined aside into errois 
of afiectation. In such hands, 1 think a book so 
addressed to the passions and wire-drawn into such 
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prolixity, is not calculated to form either natural 
manners or natural stile; nor would 1 have them 
le^rn of Clarissa to write long pedantic letters on 
their bended knees^ and beg to hss the hem of their 
ever^honoured Mamma s scarmeni^ any more than 1 
would wish them to spurn at the addresses of a 
Worthy lover with the pert insult of a Miss Ho'u^c. 

The natural temper and talents of our children 
should point out to our observation and judgment 
the particular mode in which they ought to be 
trained : the littlt; tales told to them in infancy, and 
the books to be put into their hands in a forwarder 
age, are concerns highly worth attending to. Few 
female hearts in early youth can bear being sof¬ 
tened by pathetic and ^afiecting stories without 
prejudice. Young people are imitation, and 
when a girl as^unes the pathos of Clarissa without 
experiencing the same afflictions, or being put to 
the same tuals, thcp result will be a most insutfer- 
,fiblc ad'cctatjoi. and pedantry. 

Y^hatever terrors there may he in our present 
system of education, they are not the errors of neg¬ 
lect; on the contrary, peihaps, they will he found 
^ to consist in over-diligence and too great solicitude 
for acf^oinphshment; the distribution of a young 
•lady's l^ours is an analysis of all the arts^Aftd sci¬ 
ences ; she shiil be* liP phtlosbphcr in 4,he morning, 
a painter.at noon, and a musician at night; she 
shall sing without a voice, play without an ear, 
and "draw without a talent. A variety of masters 
distract the attention and overwhelm the genius; 
and thus an indiscriminate 7 .eal in the parent Stops 
the cultivation anti improvenieift of those partlcula|| 
branches, to which the talents of the cMld may 
more immediately be adapted. But if parents who 
thus press the education of their children, fall into 
mistakes from too great anxiety, \hcir neglect is 

R 2 
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without excuse, who, immersed in dissipation, de¬ 
legate to a hireling the most sacred and most natural 
ot all d\jties : to these unprofitable and inconsider¬ 
ate beings 1 shall not speak in plain prose, but will 
desire them to give the following little poem a 
perusal. 


"^^oRiNDA a.id her spouse'were joinM, 

As mocleru men and veoincn are. 

In matrimony not in mind, 

A fashionable pair. 

Fine clothes, fino diamonds, and fine lacr. 
The smartest vis-a-vis in town, 

"With title, pin-nionoy, and ]>Iace, 

Made wedlock’> pill go down, 

»fe 

I 

In dc'"'"‘nt time bv Hunter's art 
The wish'd-for heir JDorinda bore; 

A girl came next; slieM dc ie her part, 
Donnda bred no more. 

.1 

Now education's care emp’oys 

Dorinda's brain—but ah ! the curse, 
Dorinda's brain can’t bear'the noise—— 

‘ Go, take ’em to the nurse !—' 

ft ' 

i^Tlie lovely babes improve apace 

Ity dear Ma’an'selkA prcvUgioij^ care ; 
Ali^s ga]>hles French with pert grimace. 
And Master learns to swear. 

‘ Sweet innocents I’ the servants cry, 

‘ .So natural lie, and she so wild : 

‘ Laud, Nur^-e, do humour’em—for why? 
‘ Twere sir to snub a child,' 

T’me runs—* My G‘''d !'—Dorinda cries 

* How monstrously the girl is grown ! 

< She has more meunirig in her eyes 

* Than half the girls m town.’ 
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Now teachers throng; Miss dances, sing%, 
Learns every art beneath the sun, 
ScrawU, scribbles, does a thousand things 
Without a taste for one. 

Lapdogs and j)arrots, paints, good lack! 

Enough to make > ir Joshua jealous. 
Writes rebusses, and has her clack 
Of small-talk for the fellows : 

Mobs to the milliners for fashions. 

Reads evefy tawdry tale lliat's new. 
Has fits, OJ*inion3, humours, passions. 
And dictate* in virtu. 

Ma’aniselle to Miss’s hand convev* 

A billet-doux ; she’s tren-commoiley 
The Dancing-master’S in the chaise,, 
They^cower the northern ifiad. 

Away to Scottish land they post, 

Miss tliere hecoiaes a lawful wif *; 

Her fro.Vck over, to her cost 
Miss is a wretch for life. 

Master meanwhile advances fast 
Ill modern nmiiners and in vice, 

And with a school-boy’s heedless hast\^, 
Rattles the desperate dice. 

•'ravels iio doijbj^bv fnotl^*rn rules 
To Fr*5 nee, to Italy, and I’nere 
Commence'! adept in the schools 
Of Rousseau find Voltaire, 

Retiiris in all the dernier gout 

Of Brussels-point and Paris clolhcf,, 
Buys antiqi^^ statues vampt ;|new. 

And busts without a ifo.^e. 

Then hey ! at dissipation’s call * 

To every club that leads tlio ton, 
Hsizard's the word ; he Hies at allj 
He’s pigeon’d and undone. 

R 3 
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Now comcR a wife, the stale pretence, 

The old rec'cipt to pay new debts; 

He pockets City-Madam’s pence, 

And doubles all his belts. 

He drains his stewards, racks his farms. 
Annuitizes, hues, renew.?, 

And ev«rv morn his levee swarms 

m 

With swindlers and with Jews. 

«- 

The guinea lost that was his Ia.st, 

DcSjierate at length the maniac crief— 

* This thro’ my brain !'—’tis dene*, ’tw past; 
lie ftres—he falla—he dies ! 


NUMBER XXVllE 


Faw-of Kficert^os e«rT/v crwiKfov/ 

l^OTFOV yVVMKOS ^i^yiO’TUV BVOOV 

IIIPPOKAX 




To a wise husband, when possessing 
A virtuous wife, wedlock’s a ble.ssing. 






Though I do not like paradoxes, and can readily 
acknowledge the res|3ect due to general opinions, 
yet I am bold to aver to the face of all those fine 
gentlemen, who, if they think as they act, will 
lau^h me to scorn for the notion, that marriage is 
a measure of some ^consequence. I do not mean to 
^ say that it is necessary** in the choice of a wife, that 
she should be of any particular stature or com¬ 
plexion, brown or fair, tall or short; neither do I 
think a man of family need absolutely to insist 
upon as many clear descents, as would satisfy a 
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German Count, before he quarters arms with a* 
lady ; nor do 1 article for fortune, or connection, 
or any other worldly recommendation as indispen¬ 
sable^; satisfied only, if it will be granted to me, that 
the parties ought not to unite without some mutual 
explanation, some previous understanding of each 
other's temper, and some reasonable ground of be¬ 
lief, that the contract they are about to ei^er into 
for life, is likely to hold good to the end of the 
term for which it is^made, 

I am not so ignorant of the world as not to know 
how many specious reasons may be given on the 
other side of the question ; and being sensible J 
have a hard point to drive, I am willing to conci¬ 
liate my opponents by all reasonable coi\pessions. 

Lord Faro mayied to pay off* a ifiortgage that en¬ 
cumbered liis estate, and to discharge certain debts 
of honour that encumbered his mind still more: 

. his match therefore was a match of principle; and 
though a run ot bad luck defeated his good inten¬ 
tions towards ‘his creditors, and though the vulgar 
manners of his lady ^melt so strong of the city, 
that she became insupportable, yet all the world 
allowed that, the measure was judicious, justifiable, 
/and in his lordship’s situation indispensable. 

• Ladif Jlmh Specie ina^ne^ Cplond Spectre Becau^ 
he haunted her ui all assemblies, was lor ever at 
her back in the Opera-house, glided into the church 
when sjie was at her devotions, and declared in all 
companies that he was determined to have her. 
l^ady Bab married to be revenged of him ; nobot^y 
denied but she tool^ the right^ mqfhod, and all the 
world allowed that she had her revenge : the colonel " 
is literally a apectre at this moment. • , 

Sir Ilarri/ Bluster and Miss Hornet were first cou¬ 
sins, and though brought up together in the same 
iiouse like brother and sister, squabbled and fought 
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like dog and cat: Sir Harry’s face bore the marks 
of her nails, and Miss’s head-dress was the frequent 
victim of his fury : this young pair made a match 
in the laudable expectation of a better agreement 
after wedlock: all the world applauded their mo¬ 
tives, and the event fully answered their expectation 
—for they parted i»f vonsmt. 

Old Lad^f Lui i/ Lumbago was told by a fortune¬ 
teller that she should die a maid: when she was at 
least sixty years in advance towards fulfilling the 
j)rediction, she drew a pieces of wedding cake 
through a bride’s gold ring, and dreamt of her own 
footman ; she married him the next week to thwart 
the destinies : the footman went off with her strong¬ 
box, and left her behind to compleat the prophecy. 

Lord Calomel had a plentiful estate and a very 
scanty constitution, but he had two reasons for 
marrying, which all the world gave him credit for; 
the first w^as to get an heir, which he wanted, and. 
the second was to get rid of a mistress he w'\s tiisd 
of; he made his choice of Mia^i Froliclc, and every 
body allowed the odds were in his favour for an 
heir : the lady brought him a full-grown boy at 
five months end; his lordship drove his wife out of 
his house, and reinstated his mistress.* ‘ 

Fanciful had a blind-side towards a fine 
eyebrow^" It was his humour, and he had a right 
to ])!ease himself; Signora FaUefta struck an arrow 
to his heart from a pair of full-drawn bojvs, that 
would have done honour to Cleopatra herself, 
whose stage representative the Signora then was: 
Jack made overjtures of a cer,^ain sort, which her 
majeicty repulsed with the dignity that became her; 
in shorU, the virtue of Cleopatra was impregnable, 
or at least, it was plain she was not evert/ bod^^'s 
Cleopatra, What could Jack do ? It was impos¬ 
sible to give up the eyebrows, and it was no Icsfe 
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impossible to have them upon any terms, but terms * 
of honour. Jack married her: it was his humour, 
and all the world allowed he was in the right to 
indulge it: the happy knot was ^ied; Jack flew 
with lips of ardour to his lovely Cleopatra; the 
faithless eyebrow deserted from the naked forehead 
of its owner, and (O sad exchange!) took post 
upon Jack’s chin. u # 

'I’hese, and many more than these, may be called * 
cases in point, and brought to prove that matrimony 
is a mere whim, a'ftaprice of the moment, and by 
people who know the world treated with suitable 
indifference; but still 1 must hope that such of my 
^ readers, at least, who do not know the world, or 
know perhaps just so miicht)f it as not wish for 
a more intimate familiarity with ift fashions, will 
think this same bargain lor life a bargain of some 
consequence. 

'I’hc court of Catherine of Medicis, but more 
patticujarly that of Anne of Austria, brought the 
characters of women into much greater consequence 
and display, than had bjfore been allowed to them: 
the female genius called foith from its obscurity 
soon assumednatural prerogatives : a woman's 
wit was found the finest engine to cut the knot of 
intricacy, cy if possible tp*vli#en{angle it; JtheTa5ie^^ 
in that famous re^ncy were no less fitted to direct 
a council than to adorn a court: the enlightened 
state of present times, and the refinement of modern 
manners, have happily discovered, that in the proper 
intercourse of the sexes are centered all the charm** 
of society : it seems^as if a new world had been 
found out within the limits of*the old one: asso- 
ciated as we now arc, we are left without excuse^ 
when we mistake their characters, or betray them 
into unsuitable connections by disguising our own : 
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every unmarried man has time enough to look about 
him, and opportunities enough for the fullest infor¬ 
mation: it can be nothin<r theicforcbut the misguid- 
ing impulse of some sordid and unworthy passion, 
that can be the moving cause of so many unhappy 
matches. I will never believe, in the corruption of 
the present times, though theie are as many bills of 
divore' as bills i.f enclosure, but that the husband, 
1 will not say in every, but in almost every, case is 
in the first iault. It were ai]^ easy thing to point 
out a thousand particulars amongst the reigning 
habits of high life, which seem as if invented by 
the vciy demon of seduction for his own infernal 
purposes ; there is Aot one of all these habits which 
a wise m'ln can fail to despise, or an honest man 
neglect to reform ; no plan so easj^ as the prevention 
of them ; no system so absurd, so undignified, so 
destructive of all the pleasures of life, as the system 
of dissipation. 

I j j 

Look at a man of this sort! He has not ^iven«thc 


credit of being a voluptuary ; there is not one ieaturc 
of j>fcasure in his face: all js languor, mndtalance or 
^^nnui» (I help out my description with French, 
thank Heaven ! we have yet no, words in our 
' lanoruage to express it.) The travels of sach a man 
m the purlieus only of St; .lames’s-strejt and Pall- 
mall woftld suffice to have earned him round the 


pyramids of Kgypt: he might have visited the ruins 
of Herculaneum in half the number of prices that 
he spends in sauntering up to K&ttcn-row : he posts 
tfrom town to country, as if the fate of Furojie de¬ 
pended on his dispatch ; he j-econnoirres the heels 
of some favourite hunter, and returns with the same 
expedition to town ; you would think that li(e or 
death depended on his speed, and you would not 
be much oiit in the guess, for he has just killed so 
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much time, and perhaps a post-liorsc or two into 
the bargain. Are we to sup[)ose there is no emu- * 
lation in the ladies ? 

Is it not possible to employ the revenue of a great 
estate^in a more agreeable manner ? For I am now^ 
si)eakingof riches in no other light, but as the means 
of procuring pleasures to their owner. May not 
every hour of life present some new or agreeable 
occupation to a man who is possessed of^a large 
fortune and knows how to use it ? 1 need not point 
out the endless source of delightful employment, 
which a well-projected system of improvement 
must furnish to the man ot landed property : this 
> nation abouruls in artists of all descriptions; gar¬ 
dening, planting, architecture, music, painting, the 
whole circle of arts are open to hisjusc and service; 
wherever his Uistt or humour points, there are pro¬ 
fessors in every department of the highest talents : 
he may seat himself in a paiadise of his own creat- 
*ing, and colkct a tocitty to participate with him 
woithy the enjevyment of it: the cajhtal might then 
be his visiting and not his abiding-jdacc ; liis dear¬ 
est fiiend and the companion of his happiest Imiirs 
might be bis wife ; the duties of a patent might 
d|)en fre.^h delight, and 1, who pndess 

*ni^sell’to be an OiAvrnr ;^nd a friend of 1^ 

might confcmplaj^i his hapjfinees, and out with 
the vanity of an author— T/urc i.s one cinrj(rt iota if 
s^ntiin ! 


1 intc coiicmkiy ct Hosliwn disdic viunns! 

0 CLAUPMM,^ 
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Amongst the various orders and ranks of men in 
civilized society, some are entitled to our respect for 
the dignity and utility of their profession ; but as 
there are many more than merely natural wants to 
be provided for in a state of high refinement, other 
arts and occupations, will occur, which though not 
so highly to be respected for their utility, will yet 
be valued and caressed for the pleasures they bestow. 
In this light there is perhaps no 'one order of men 
who contribute more largely to the pleasing and 
moral amusements of the age', than our actors. As 
i mean to devote this paj^er to thei. use and service, 

I shall begin it with a short passage* extracted from 
Mr. Dow’s History of Hindostan, 

* During all these transactions the gates of Delhi 
were kept shut. Famine began to rage every dajr 
more and more; but the Shaw wa's'.deaf to the 
of mankind. The public spirit of Tucki,“ 
a famous actor, deserves to bo corded* upon this 
occasion. He exhibited a play before Nadir Shaw, 
with which that monarch was so well pleased, that 
he commanded Tucki to ask, and what he wished 
should be done for him. 'Tucki fell upon his face, 
njjd said, O King, command the gales 1o he opened^ that 
the poor may not *p€rkh / His inquest was granted, 
and hklf the city poureil into the country; and the 
place wSs supplied in a few days with plenty of pro¬ 
visions.’ 

'X'hough if is not every actor’s lot to save a cit/. 
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yet it is his province to drive an enemy out of it,, 
alinost as formidable as famine. 

There is such a combination of natural gifts re¬ 
quisite to the formation of a complete actor, that it 
is more a case of wonder how so many good ones are 
to be found, than why so few instances of excellence 
can be produced, tvery thing, that results from 
nature alone, lies out of the province of instruction, 
and no rules that I know of will serve to a fine* 
form, a fine voice, or even those fine feelings, which 
are amongst the properties of an actor. These, 
in fact, are the tools and materials of his trade, and 
these neither his own industry nor any man’s assist¬ 
ance can bestow. But the right use and applica¬ 
tion of then* is another question, and there he must 
look for his directions from educatkin, industry, and 
judgment. * 

A classical education, if it be not insisted on as 
indis])ensablc to a gteat actor, is yet so advanta¬ 
geous^ to him in every branch of his art, that it is a 
most hajipy circumstance in their lot, who can 
avail themselves of it. 

Be vliis as it may, if behoves him in the very first 
place to be thoroughly versed in all the chief eb'ama- 
tic writers of his own country. Of all these Shak- 
* Hf)eare is ^ out of sight tht* j^rincipal, that 
lion sake 1 will %onfin^ myself to him cTiily, 'I'his 
author therefore must be studied in the most critical 
and scrutinizing manner; not by parts, but in the 
whole; for it is the veriest folly in any young stu¬ 
dent for the stage to read by charadery or attach 
himself to any one predominant jiart, in which 
aims at a display, until he has*possest himself in the 
coinpleatest manner of the whole drama, ^n which 
he is to stand. Every movement of the authof’s 
mind should be unravelled, all those spiall but deli¬ 
cate incidents, which serve to announce or discri- 

VOL. XLl. s 
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minate a leading character, every thing said to him, 
or of him, as well as by him, arc to be carefully 
gathered up ^ for Shakspcare in particular paints so 
very close to nature, and with such marking touches, 
that he gives the very look an actor ought to wear, 
when he is on his scene. 

When an actor has done this, he will find his un¬ 
derstanding so enlightened by the task, and his mind 
• possest with such a passion for what is natural, that 
he will scorn the sorry practice of tricks, and that 
vain study of setting himself off by this or that pre-“ 
concerted attitude, in which some handicraft-mcn, 
who were more like tumblers than tragedians, have 
in times past disgraced their profession : in short, if 
he studies his author he will have no need to study 
his looking-glasK : let him feel and he will be sure 
to express ; nature, that gave him limbs and organs 
of speech, will be sure to give him action, and he 
need not measure the board ht is to fall upon, as if 
he was to make his exit down a trap. ^ ■ 

There is one thing in particular 1 would wish him 
ro avoid, which is a repugnance against appearing 
in characters of an unamiable sort; (the ladies will 
observe I address myself to both sexes throughout 
it is a narrow notion to suppose? thatit*her^ can be ^ 
adhesion either of vic<^or virtue to the real cha¬ 
racter : orjihat reveifge, criTelty, {.erfidiousness, or 
cowardice can be transposed into a inan s naturcy 
because be professionally represents these evil qua¬ 
lities. . If I had not determined against particulariz¬ 
ing any person in this papery I should here quote 
the example of an actor, whose untimely death every 
friend of the drama must deplofe, and whose good 
sense 1 rnight ap[>eal to in confirmation of my ad¬ 
vice- 

Of this above all things every actor may assure 
himself, that there is no calling or profession in liftj 
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that can Ic&s endure the distractions of Intemperance, 
and dissipation, A knowledge of the woild no 
doubt IB necessary to him, and he must therefore 
take bis share in society, but there is no other intro¬ 
duction into the best company, but by ineiiting a 
place in it; and as for vulgar fellowships and con¬ 
nections, where a man is to act the plvasautfellow and 
set the table in a roar, if he has not the spirit and 
discretion to decline them, he will soon tina his pro-* 
fessional talents sacriticed to his convivial ones; if 
he docs not rcser/e all Ins exertions for his art, na¬ 
ture must sink under double duty, and the most that 
he can obtain in return wnll be pit}’. 

An eminent actor should resolve to fortify him¬ 
self against the many personal attacks, which in the 
present times he is to expect from»fiiemts as well as 
ibes : bv the former 1 mean those friends, whose ill- 
judged apjiiauses are as dangerous to his repose as 
calumny itself. That*proper sense of himself, which 
bold.s^a middle place between diffidence and arro¬ 
gance, is what*he must oppose to these attacks of 
extravagant applause or illiberal defamation j for 
gentlemen of wit ai5d pleasantry find so much 
amusement in sporting with the feelings of actors, 
that they wMl write; and there is a figure called 
jauch in fashiofl ^mongst them, 
lent projjerty o# whicA figure is that ^ cuts both 
ways*'— 'cirlua ejm ex dtx'vrsopar aiiiicndi atqve f/miuendL 
Now although the Itypirbolv is a figure ot freedom, 
and has certain privileges, that go beyond credibility, 
yet 1 have the authority of Qu/niil/nu to say that it 
has bounds; on the outside of truth, 1 confess, out 
still within reason— QuavrcisVidiU cst omnis fiypvrlfole% 
ultra jidem % mm tain cut esne dehtl ulfra 
actor therefore will do wisely to put no laith in siJbh 
a double-tongued figure, nor form anjj acquaintance 
with those wiio arc in the daily use of it. 

s 2 
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If he would have better authority* for the advice I 
fjive him, let him turn to his books, and he will not 
rind a writer of eminence, cither ancient or raoderiii 
that will not tell him slander is a tax on merit, 1 
shall instance only one of each, because I will not 
burthen him with quotations. The first of these is 
Tacitus^ a wiiter of unquestionable authority, and 
one who has Icft^ as good receipts for who’esornc 
^jiidgmcrfc in all worldly affairs as any man whatever: 
His maxim indeed is short, for he makes no waste 
of words on any occasion; spealcirfg of certain libel¬ 
lous publications, ho obserses —^prefa exa/rscunt; si 
zraacare^ ofynitet ‘cidrutztr :—Which may be thus ren¬ 
dered— Contempt disarms ahu>ic \ resent^ and pou adopt, 
it. —‘The other' which I .shall adduce, is the judici¬ 
ous and arniable Mr. Ad<Uson, who is rather more 
diffusive on the subject, but concludes his opinion 
vrith this recommendation of the prescrijition above 
mentioned—‘ That it is a piefie of fortitude, which 
every man owes to his own innocence, and without 
which it is impossible for a man ol any nr crit or 
figure to live at peace with himself, in a country that 
abounds with wit and liberty." (Spect. No. 3d5. ) 
When 1 have said this, 1 am free to own, that it 
is an act of aggravated cruelty to attack ^ a man, 

continually at mercy, 

and who has fewer defences than Mother men to re¬ 
sort to. An actor has a claim upon the public for 
their protection, whose servant he is; and he ought 
to be dear to every man in particular, whose heart 
he has dilated with benevolence, or lightened with 
festivity; if we are grateful to the surgeon who 
assuages the pain of si festering sore, or draws even 
a thorn from our flesh, should we not remember 
him with kindness, who heals our heart of its in¬ 
quietude, and cheats those hours with gaiety and 
innocence, which wc might else have devoted to 

gloominess or guilt.^ 
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If an actor has these claims upon the world at. 
large, what ought he not to expect from the poet in 
paiticular ? 'i lie poet’s arms should be his natural 
asylum, a shield from the arrows of envy and de¬ 
traction. An actor is in the ca])iiciiy ot a steward 
to every living muirc, and of an executor to every 
departed one; the poet digs up the ore, he sifts 
it trom the dross, refines and purifies i^for the 
mint; the actor sets the stamp upon it, ana makes# 
it current in the world. 


NUMBEl^ XXX. 


PjiF.jcDiCE is SO wide a word, that if we would haVfe 
ourselves understood* we must always use some 
aoxili^ry term wdth it to define our meaning: thus 
when we speak of national prejudices, prejudices of 
education, or religious prejudices, by com[>ounding 
our expression w'C convey ideas very difterent from 
|:ach other. ^ * • 

Natirnal prejudice is by some called a virtue, but 
the virtii%of it consists^tf.*)^ in the proper •pjilJjte 
tion and moderaft degree ot it.* It must Fc C(-nfessed 
a happy attachment, which can reconcile the Lap¬ 
lander,to his freezing snows, and the African to his 
scorching sun. There are some portions of the 
globe so partially endowed by Providence with ^li- 
niate and productiq^is, that were jt not for this pre¬ 
judice to.the mialv solvnu tHe greater part of the 
habitable world would be a scene of envy a^id repin¬ 
ing. National predilection is in this sense a bl&- 
smg, and perhaps a virtue; but if it ciperaiesothcr- 
than in the best sense of its definition, it per- 

s 3 
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verts the juclginent, and in some cases vitiates the 
heart. It is an old saying, that chaniif begins at home^ 
but this Is no reason it should not go abroad: a man 
should live with the world as a citizen of the world ; 
he may have a preference tor the particular quarter, 
or square, or even alley in which he lives, but he 
should have a generous feeling for the welfare of the 
whole: and if in.his rambles through this great city 
(the world) he may chance upon a man ot a ditieient 
habit, language or complexion from his own, still 
he is a ieliow-citizen, a short sojourner in common 
with himself, subject to the same wants, infirmities 
and necessities, and one that has a brother s claim 
upon him for his charity, candour and relief. It 
were to be wished no traveller would leave his own 
country withoufv these impressions, and it would be 
still better if all who live in it would adopt them ; 
but as an Observer of mankind (let me speak it to the 
honour of my countrymen) I have very little to re¬ 
proach them willi on this account: it would .be 
liard if a nation, more addicted to travel than any 
other in Europe, had not rubbed oft this rust of the 
soul in their excursions and collisions ; it would be 
an indelible reproach, if a people, so blest at home, 
were not benevolent abroad. Oiir ingeniot'.s neigh- 
-b Jt, o the French arc less^i^recable guests t;,ban hostt: 

1 am afraid their national prejudiced reach a little be¬ 
yond qandour in most cases, and they are too apt to 
indulge a vanity, which docs not become so enlight¬ 
ened a nation, by shutting their eyes against every 
light except their own; but 1 do a violence to my 
feelings, when I express myself unfavourably of a 
pc(>plc, with whom \ve have long been impUcateu iri 
the mosf. honourable of all connections, the mutual 
pursuits of literary fame, and a glorious emulation 

in arts and sciences. . 

Prejudices of education are less dangerous tuau 
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religious prejudices, less common than national ones,- 
and more excusable than anv; in general they are 
little else than ridiculous habits, which cannot ob¬ 
tain much in a country where public education pre¬ 
vails; and such as a commerce with the world can 
hardly fail to cure: they are characteristic of serag¬ 
lio j>rmces ; the property of sequestered beings, who 
live in celibacy and retirement, QontractcdJn child¬ 
hood and conhrmed by age : a man, who nas passeeV 
his life on shipboard, will ])ace the length of his 
quarter-deck on^the terrace before his house, were 
it a mile in length. 

These are harmless peculiarities, but it is obvious 
to experience that prejudices of a very evil nature 
may be contracted by habits of education ; and the 
very defective state of the police••whiefi is suffered 
yet to go on witlioiit reform in and about our capital, 
iurnishes too many examples of our fatal inattentidn 
to the morals of our fnfant poor: amongst the many 
wretfhed culprits who suffer death by the law, how 
many are thert, who, when standing at the bar to 
receive sentence of execution, might urge thi§ plea 
in extenuation of thefr guilt! 

^ ‘ ^1 his action w^hich you are pleased to tesm cri¬ 

minal,.! ha\^ been taught to consider as merito- 
•^ious : t]|c arts of frayt thieving, by^wiiiC*/4‘ 
gained my livirf^, are arts insVdled into- me by my 
j)a rents, habits wherein I was educated from my in¬ 
fancy j a trade to which I was regularly bred: if 
these are things .jiot to be allowed ot, and a violation 
ot the laws, it behoved the laws to prevent thgm, 
rather than to puj^ish them ; fqr I cannot see the 
equity of putting me to death for actions, which, if 
your police had taken any charge of me^in my in¬ 
fancy, I never had committed. If you would secur#’ 
yourselves from receiving wrong, you should teach 
•lis not to do wrong; and this might easily be ef- 
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fected, if you had any eye upon your parish poor. 
For my part, I was born and bred in the parish of 
Saint Giles ; my parents kc])t a shop for the retail of 
gin and old rags; christening I had none ; a church 
1 never entered, and no parish officer ever visited our 
habitation : if he had done so, he would have found 
a seminary of thieves and pick-pockets, a magazine 
of stolen^goods, a house of call where nightly depre- 
<dators met together to compare accounts, and make 
merry over their plunder : amongst these and by 
these I was educated; 1 obeyed .hem as my mas¬ 
ters, and 1 looked up to them as my examples : i 
believed them to be great men ; 1 heard them recount 
their actions with glory ; I saw them die like heroes, 
and 1 attencled their exerutions with triumph. Jt 
is now my turn V’o suffer, and 1 lv?pe I shall not 
prove myself unworthy of the calling in which I 
have been brought qp: if there be any fault in my 
conduct, the fault is yours; lor, being the child of 
poverty, I was the son of the public: if the»*e b.: 
any honour, it is my own; for i ha^'C acted ii;? to 
my instructions in'all things, and faithfully fulrilleJ 
the purposes of my education.’ 

1 cannot excuse myself from touching upon one. 
more prejudice, which may be called hattiral, ox 
' ”’J»-jjrej*.*idicc: under cori^qtion of the I^unipcrs V 
hope I may> be allowed to say, that* a certain portion 
of tills is a good quickener in all constitutions ; being 
seasonably applied, it acts like the spur in the wing of 
the osuich, and keeps industry awake : being of the 
nature of all volatiles and provocatives, the merit of 
it consists in the moderation and discretion which 
^ admin’stcr it: if a man rightly knows himself, he 
may becvlled wise; if he justly confides in himself he 
may be accounted happy ; but if he keeps both this 
knowledge anrd this confidence to himself, he wijl 
neither ^>e less wise nor less happy for so doing: u 
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there arc any secrets, which a man ought to keep* 
from his nearest iriends, this is one of them. Jf 
there were no better reason why a man should not 
vaunt himself, hut because it is robbing the poor 
mountebanks of their livelihood, methinks it would 
be reason enough : if he must think alcuid upon 
such occasions, let him lock himself into his closet, 
iind take it out in soliloquy : if he likes the sound of 
ins own praises there, and can icconcile himself to* 
the beliet of them, it will then be time enough to try 
their effect upon ^jh'er people. 

Ventidius is the modestest of all men; he blushes 
when he secs himsell applauded in the public pa- 
j)ers ; he has a better reason for blushing than the 
world is avvcirc of; he knows himself to be the au- 
thor of what he reads. • 

It seems a matter pretty generally agreed between 
all tellers and hearers of stories, that one party 
shall woik by the rifle of addition, and the other 
bv that of subt.action: in most nairatives, where 
the reTater is a-i^party in the scene, I have remark¬ 
ed that the .wva-I has a decided advantage in a 
dialogue over the says-Ttc ; few people take an under¬ 
part in their Awn fable. There is a salvo, Jiow- 
Pver, which sgme gentlemen make use of (but I can- 
•i^t recommend it) of h^qjdng in a word io 
own advantage, «vith tSe preface of I flnnk I nwy 
sat/ u'i/hoyf t:/?////?/—and after all, if it was not for the 
vanity of it, there would be no need to say it at all# 

I knfiw a gentleman who possessed more real ac¬ 
complishments, than fall to one man's lot in a thoji- 
sand ; he was an excellent painter, a fine musician, a 
good scholar, and more lhaft nfl, a very worthy 
man—but’hc could not ride : it so happeged, that 
upon a morning’s airing 1 detected him in the at¬ 
tempt of mounting on the back of a l^ftle pony, no 
ta’.lcr than his whip, and as quiet as a lamb : two 
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* st<>ut fellows held the animal by the hcad^ 'whilst 
iny friend was pertonning a variety of ver)^ inge¬ 
nious manoeuvres for lodging himself upon the sad¬ 
dle by the aid of a siirrup, which nearly touched 
the ground : I am afraid 1 smiled, when I ought 
not so to have done, for it is certain it gave offence 
to my wortliy friend, who soon after joined me on 
his pony, which Jie assured me was remarkably vi- 
1 cious, particularly at mounting ; but that he had 
been giving him some proper discipline, which he 
doubted not would cure him of feis evil tiicks ; ‘ for 
joLi may think what you please,’ adds he, ‘ of my 
]);uiiting, or my music, or any other little talent you 
are pleased to credit me for ; the only art which 1 
really pitpie my .self upan—is the art of riding.’ 


NUxMBER XXXL 


Ai.xnoucvi the subject of Witchcraft has been treat¬ 
ed seriously as well as ludicrously in so full a man¬ 
ner, Qs to anticijiate in some measure what can he 
now off'ered to the reader’s c\iriosi*'y, yet 1 am 
o'Tnpt&J to add soinctb/rg on this topif, which 1 
shall endravour to put together ii, such shape and 
methoil, as may perhaps throw fresh.light upon a 
ftibject that ignorance and superstition have in all 
past i\ges of the world conspired tp keep in darkness 
apd obscurity. 

I’he reader will recollect sp much said of sor¬ 
cerer!?. and daemons both in the old and new parts of 
the saerfid writings, that I need not now recapitulate 
tile instances, but take tliein as they occur in course 
of my discusisioii. 

I’heologians, who have treated the subject seii- 
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ously and logically, have defined magic to be * An 
art or faculty, which by evil comjiact with djcmons, 
performs certain things wonderful in appearance, 
and above the ordinary comprehension of mankind.* 
—According to this definition wx arc to look for 
the origin of this art, to the author of all evil, the 
devil: Heathen writers have ascribed the invention of 


magic to Mercury: Some of thecar^y Christ iims, who 
have wrote on the subject, speak of Znbuhfi as the 


first magician, but this is only another name for the 
'devil, and is so usH*by St. Cyprian ; Some give the 
invention to Barnabas, a magician of C'yprus, but 


who this Barnabas was, and in what time he lived, 
• they have not shewn: though they have taken ])ains 
to prove he was not St. Barnabas, the coadjutor of 
the apostle Pa^l : Some of the •Spanish writers 
maintain that magic was struck out in Arabia, and 


that a certain ancient volume of great antiquity was 
• brought from thence tiy the Moors into Sjiain, full 
of*speUs and incjintations, and by them and the Jews 
bequeathed to their posterity, who pcrformcvi many 
wonderful things by its aid, till it was finally disco¬ 
vered and burned by t!ic Inquisition. 

, These are so:‘*^e amongst many of the accounts, 
.which pi-ous'rwen in times of superstition have ofi'ci- 
eft to the »vorld; the clf fe^ilers of the art tin th J 
contrary derive it?doctrines from the angel, who ac¬ 
companied 'I'obit, and revealed them to him on the 
way, ayd they contend that these doctrines are jirc- 
served in certain lyioks written by Honorius, Albcr- 
tus Magnus, Cyprian, Paul, Enoch and othe^^. 
Tostatus thinks thajL Jezebel, wh^ inchunted A huh 
with charips and filtres, was the first who practised 


sorcery; that from her time the Samaritan^^ were so 
addicted to sorcery, that a Samaritan and a sor¬ 
cerer became one and the same term 4 which opi¬ 


nion he is confirmed in by that passage in scripture. 
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where the Pharisees accuse Christ of beincr a Sama* 

O ^ 

htaii, and having a devil; a charge, says he, implied 
in the very first position of his being a Samaritan : 
He admits jointly with St. Austin, that Pythonissa, 
or the Witch of Endor, actually raised the spirit of 
Samuel, not by magic incantations, but by express 
permision of God, for the punishment of Saul’s im¬ 
piety, and to pro' oke him to immediate repentance 
■ by the dSnunciation of his impending fate; whilst 
other authorities in the church of early date main¬ 
tain, that it was not the spirit of* Skmuel, but a dae¬ 
mon that appeared in his likeness: He admits also, 
that the rods of the Egyptian sorcerers were like 
that of Moses turncd‘into serpents by the art and 
contrivance of the deviV: in like manner the said 


magicians turned the rivers into blood, and brought 

c? n 

up frogs upon the land of Egypt; but though they 
kept pace with Moses in producing these plagues, 
their power, he observes, did not n*:.ch, as his did, 
to the subsequent extirpation of them. 

As to Simon the magician, wiiom Philip convert¬ 
ed in Samaria, wonderful things are said of him by 
the fathers of the Christian church; this man, .lustiii 
Martjrr informs us, wa^ born in tue city of Gitta in 
Samaria, travelled to Rome in the’timo of Olaudius, 


MKfcHiy lhe aid of the dcvjl*'])erformed such» astonish¬ 
ing feats, as caused him to be believed and worship¬ 


ped as a god, the Romans erecting a statue to him 
un the banks of the 'l iber between the bridges, with 
this iiiscri]>tion, Simoni Deo SatrtcK Tlie sacred 


historians record no j)articulars of Simon’s sorce¬ 


ries ; but if the reader has curios*ty to consult ///>. a 
revo^rnUioH s Sr hit* (>. hmtitit. A post, in Clem. Rom. 


he will find many strange stories of this sorcerer, viz. 
that he created a man out of the air; that he had the 


power of being invisible ; that he could render mar¬ 
ble as penetrable as clay; animate statues; resist 
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ihe force of fire : present himself with two faces like • 
Janus; metamorphose himself into a sheep or a 
goat; fly through the air at pleasure ; create vast- 
sums of gold in a moment and upon a wish ; take a 
sevthe in Ills hand and mow a field of standing corn 
almost at a stroke, and bring the dead unjustly mur¬ 
dered, into hfe : lie adds, that as a famous courte¬ 
san namcil Selene, was looking out of a certain castle, 
and a great crowd had collected to gaze af her, lie« 
caiisetl i*er first to appear, and afterwards to fall 
down from ev'ery v^-Iiudw at one and the same time, 

Anastasius Nlcenus’s account agrees in many par¬ 
ticulars with the above, and adds, that Simon was 
fiequenlly pieceded by spectre s, which he said were 
the spirits of ccilain persona deceased. I shall make 
no further remark upon these accounts, except in 
the way of caution to readers of a certain desciip- 
tion, to keep in mind that the scriptural histt>ry says 
only—‘ That Simon* used sorcery and bewitched 
the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was 
some great one. ’ The evidences of holy writ are 
simple and in general terms, but the accounts o/ the 
fathers of the church much beyond them, and 
the superstitioft of the dark ages was so extra^iagant 
Snd unboundaL that there is no end to the tales in- 
•vented, or inserted in thc^i'l^man legends. • 

Thougff it a[i|)ears ffom tile scripluTal account 
that Simon^was converted by Philip, the arts he 
had im{)arted to his scbolai's did not cease in the 
world, but were continued by Menander, one of his 
said scholars, and a Samaritan also, who practised 
sorceries and went to Antioch, where he delurfed 
manyjieople; Irenseus rela'.cs*thaf Marcus, anothci 
of Simon’s scholars, was a very [lowcrful jiiagician 
and drew many follow'ds; that Anaxilaus pretend¬ 
ed to cure mildness bv the same ait, .turned white 

» ® • 

\wne into red, and prophesied by the help of a fame 
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liar ; and that Carpocrates and his pupils practised 
iiiaeical incantations and love-chartns, and had ah- 
-•lolute |x)wer over men’s minds, by the force of su¬ 
perstition. 'rhe charge of sorcery became in after 
times so strong a weapon in the hands of the cliurch 
of Rome, that they employed it against all in their 
turns, who separated themselves from the esta¬ 
blished communipn. When Priscilian carried the 
fJjcrcsy 5f the Gnostics into Spain, he was twice 
brought to triahand convicted of sorcery, which Se- 
veru.s Suipitius in his epistle to (\esiphon says he 
confessed to have learned of Marcus the Egyptian 
abovementioned; this Priscilian was a great adept 
ill Zoroastrian inagicj and though a magician was 
promoted to the episcopacy. The same Severus, in 
his life of Saint Martin, relates tliat there was a young 
man in Spain, who by false miracles imposed upon 
the people to believe he was the prophet Elias, af¬ 
terwards he feigned himself to be (’hrist, and drew 
Rufus, though a bishop, to give credit to his bla'*- 
jmemous imposition, and to j>ay biAi worship ac¬ 
cordingly. Paul the deacon also relates that there 
were three other Pseudo-Christs in France, one ot 
which was a Briton, whom Gregory of Tours calls 
Fun (probably Kvan) ofw’hom Robert the.chrono- 
^»^tger aj*d William of XcA'^oerry record m,^ny mira¬ 
cles ; all these Paul tells us were h<rrctics. 

In the pontificate of Innocent VI. there was one 
Gonsalvo a Spaniard in the diocese of Concha, who 
wrote a book, which he intitlcd with a 

daemon visibly standing at his elbow, and dictating 
to him as he copied it from his, mouth; in which 
book he announced hin.selt to be (dirist, the im¬ 
mortal Saviour of the world ; this man was put to 
death as a heretic and blasphemer. Sergius, the au¬ 
thor of the Armenian heresy, was charged with 
keeping a daemon in the shape of a dog constantPj 
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attending upon him; and Berengarlus, chief of the, 
Sacramentarian heresy, was in like manner accus¬ 
ed of being a magician: Many more instancfiAi 
might be adduced, but Tertullian takes a shorter 
course, and fairly pronounces that all heretics were 
magicians, or had commerce with magicians. 

The Infidels escaped no better from this charge 
than the Heretics : for the Moors who brought ma¬ 
ny arts and inventions into Spain, ol whic^i the na^ 
tives were in utter ignorance, universally fell under 
the same accusation, and Martin Delrius the Jesuit, 
who taught theology in Salamanca at the close ot 
the sixteenth century, says he was shewn the place 
where a great cave had been s'opped up in that city 
by order of Queen Isabella, which theJVloors had 
used for the puy>oscs of neci'omancy ; that the Hus¬ 
sites in Bohemia, and the followers of the aich-he- 
retie Luther in Germany, confounded men s senses 
by tlic power of magic and the assistance of the de- 
V. 1, tg whom they had devoted themselves; that 
some of them' voluntarily recanted and confessed 
their evil practic es, and others being seized and ex¬ 
amined at the tribunal of Treves, made like public 
^confession, ut'which time, he adds—* That terrible 
^ and l^ai'tarean prop of l^-uthcranism, Albert ot Bran- 
i#eburgh,^iimself a iiotdVigus magician, wigs in tT**? 
act of laying w^fete that very country viT’th fire and 
sword’— Tiitrvm illud et tartareum hvtheramami ful-^ 
erum^ ^sc qimive wa^ivac iwjtunc famosuSy Albert us 
Urandcburgicus^ p*'0vmc*(tm iltam JiumruA ferroiiire pra'» 
dabwidvH vanlabal, —He adds, that wherever the he¬ 
resy of Calvin wen^, whether to ^glaiid, France or 
Holland, the black and diabolic arts of necro^mancy 
kept pace with it. That the dnemonstake tj^eir abode 
in heretics as naturally as they did inheathen idols,*or 
in the herd of swine, when commanded ; nay, Hic- 
fbnyrnus declares that they got into worse quarters 
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.by the exchange; Cassian, fCoraf. 7 . cap, an 
ancient wiiter of great gravity, affirms that he hatl 
J-Mmseli interrogated a daemon, who confessed to him 
that he had inspired Arius and Kunoraius with the 
first ideas of their sacrilegious tenets : That it is de¬ 
monstrable by reason, that all heretics must in the 
end be either atheists or sorcerers; because heresv 
can only proceed from the passion of pride and seli- 
.sufficieniliy, which lead to atheism ; or from curio¬ 
sity and love of novelty, which incline the mind to 
the study of magical arts : 'I'hat s Jicery follows he¬ 
resy, as the plague follows famine; for heresy is no¬ 
thing else but a lamine, as described by the ])rophct 
Amos, chap. viii. vf rse 11 . « Not a famine of 

bread, nor a thirst of water, but of hearing the word 
of the Lorci.’—tVloreover heresy is a, Irarlot, as Isaiah 
expresseth himself—‘ How is the faithful city be¬ 
come a harlot And as harlots, when past their 
beauty, take up the trade of procuresses, so daemons, 
(as these good catholics inform us) fiirn old and ob¬ 
durate heretics into sorcerers: Father Maldonalus 
sees the heretics again ui the ninth chapter of the. 
Apocalypse come out of the smoke in form of lo¬ 
custs upon the earth, and as Joel the prophet write*; 
iri the fourth verse of his first chapter—^ Thjit which 
—pakner-worm hath ,.lch. liath the loQust eaterr; 
and that vffiich the locust hath Irft, hath the can¬ 
ker-worm eaten; and that which the canker-worm 
hath left, hath the caterpillar eaten.’—So in these 
gradations of vermin may be seen the stages of he¬ 
resy, for what the heretics have left, the sorcerers 
by the devil’s aid have destroyed; and what the sor¬ 
cerers Jiave lelt, the atheists have destroyed. 

Having stated the charge, which my heretical 
readers will perceive is pretty general against them, 
I shall proceed to some facts in proof. One of the 
most stubborn amongst these is the case of an hcrit- 
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fical woman in tlic townof Padcrborn, who brought ^ 
lortli a male infant in a parson’s gown and beaver— 
pallialum ti pikalum 9/iodo tcclesiasticorum —who Ironj^ 
ills natural antipathy to papists always reviled them 
wlifi'iivcr he met them; this Father Delrius assures 
us was a fact of general notoriety, and a just judg-. 
ment fioiu God on the heresy of the mother. Ni- 
dcrlus, in the chapter upon witches in Forniicario, 
says that an heretical young witch'at Cologi;, by the^ 
help of a daimon, took a handkerchief, and, in pre- 
sence of a great company of noble spectators, tore it 
into pieces, and immediately afterwards produced 
it wliole and entire i this wicked jade then took up 
a glass, threw it against the yvall, broke it into a 
thousand fragments, and instantly shewed it to the 
company as whole as at first: I^^deriuf concludes, 
with just indigfiation against such diabolical prac¬ 
tices, that this girl was well handled by the Fathers 
of the Inquisition, 'W^icrc her tricks could stand her 
ii| no stead ; which indeed is not to be wondered at, 
as the devil hiwiself would not chusc to venture be- 
foie that tribunal. Bodinus, in his treatise upon 
diemohs, relates that^ conjurer named Triscalinus, 
])erformed some tri-'ks before Charles the ninth of 
•1* ranee, and* by the black art contrived to draw into 
• lijis hand several rings fr#m the fingers of a gourticr^ 
who stoo^l at a JistanA from him, and that every 
body saw these rings fly through the air to the con¬ 
jurer, whereupon the whole company rising up 
againsf him for the performance of such diaJjolical 
feats ^ qiu'c ncc arle^ me actu innnami ncc naturd fieri 
poitrauf) fell u]>on him, and by force brought Ifini 
lo confess that be conspired with^he devil, which at 
first this hardened sinner was very unwilling'to do ; 
Bodinus v. ilh great candour observes, thaf this was 
indeed a blot in the fame of Charles the ninth, who in 
ski other respects was a praise-worthy monarch, 
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f a^ias laudato rc^c,) When my readers recollect the 
meritorious part that Charles the ninth acted in the 
u:ot Paris, he will own with me that the 
candour ot‘ Bodinus is extraordinary in producing a 
^ story so much to the discredit of a praise-worthy 
prince. 

There was one Zedekiah a Jew physician, who 
in presence of the Emperor Lodowick the pious, in 
the year’3 76 , swallowed a prize-fighter on horse¬ 
back, horse and all, f /urplowachum cffuitem dt^ermveitJ 
—Nay he did more, be swallowed.a cart loaded with 
hay, horses and driver, f cur rum ffitoque omisfumfmno 
rum cquis el aungdj—h^ cut oif people’s heads, 
hands and feet, which he fastened on again in the 
eyes of all the court, whilst the blood was running 
from them,‘and ‘n a moment the man so maimed 
appeared whole and unhurt; he caused the Empe¬ 
ror to hear the sound of hounds in full chase, with 
shouts of huntsmen and many other noise.s in the 
air; and in the midst of winter shewul him a garden 
in full bloom with flowers and fruits, and birds sing¬ 
ing in the trees; a most detestable piece of magic 
and very unworthy of an emperor to pass over with 
imput\ity, for he suffered the Jew doctor to escape. 
As it is always right when a man'deals'in the mar- 
^ye‘ilous ^to quote his aulhx)rity, I beg leaye to in 
form the snt^rcdulous rcaaer (*if any there be) that I 
take these facts upon the credit of the .learned Jo¬ 
annes Trithemius, a very serious and respectable au¬ 
thor.—One more case in point ocqurs to me, which 
I shall state, and then release my readers from the 
conjurer’s circle, and this is the case of one Dio- 
^ dorus, vulgarly called Liodorus, a Sicilian conjurer, 
who by spells and inchantinents turned men into 
brute animals and metamorphosed almost every thing 
he laid his hands upon; this fellow, when the inha ’ 
bitants of Catana would have persuaded him to lei 
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them hang him quietly and contentedly, as a con¬ 
jurer and heretic ought, took counsel of the devil, 
and cowardly flew away to Byzantium by the si 
cst passage throught the air, to the great dissappoint- 
incnf of the spectators ; being pursued by the officers 
of justice, not indeed through the air, but us justice 
is accustomed to travel •pede claudo^ he took a second 
flight, and alighting in the city of Catana was.provi- 
dcntially caught by Leo the good bishop of 
who throwing him into a flery furnace, roasted this 
strange bird to the great cditication of all beholders 
(sed tamlvm a Iscoue Qaianenu tpisvopo^ divind virtuie 
improviso captits^ frequenti in media urbe populo^ 
naccm i^nvam injecim^ ignh inanidio comumiuH t'A'/y— 
This anecdote is to be found in Thomas Fazellus, 
(rdK b. c\ 2. and again3. decn, 1 t^rum Sicuia'» 
rumJ who closes his account with the following 
j)ioiis remark, naturally arising from his subject, and 
which I shall set down in his own words —Sicdivhia 
jrsfifig praevaluii et qui se Juditibus forte minus jush 
zelo motis cripu(^(it, e sancti viri tnanibiis elabi non pofuit, 

* 'J'hus/ says he, • divine justice prevailed; and he, 
who had snatched hinisclfout of the hands of judges, 
who perhaps ^cre actuated by a zeal not so just as 
^ it should be, could not escape from this holy person.’ 
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2uis Uhor hir ^^upcris ranin< hcrhasq; scqnevdi^ 

« SpPnitndiq; linior^ Cujiis louinurciapat' 

OitstrU'tOb huhucre iKvt^ Paure nvcvi^se 
Anjuvali* ]f^)otd tuntum piclntt vuinntu 
An lucitis valverc Hoc funs in om 

I'Millis supt ros^ An hahmt hue Cfinnnia a i him 
Imperiosa Deum^ qui muntium cop^cir^ qnivquni 
Cogitn7\ ipic pottsi*^* 

IVCAN’. hb. vi.fQi, (gTj. 

Having in my preceding paper staged some of llic 
proofs by which the onhodox thcologicinns make 
good their charge of sorcery against Heretics, Jews 
and Mahometans, and shewn from tjjeir authorities, 
failhiuDy and correctly quoted, naturally the 

devil and his agents take to all those w^ho scj)arate 
from the mother church of Rome; having also briefly^ 
deduced the history of magic from iiS|Origiii and in¬ 
vention, and taken some notice of tliosc passages in 
h/?ly writ, where sorcerers^,and magicians are made 
* mentioii of, J shall now proceed to more interesting 
part of my subject, in which 1 shall lay open the 
. arcana of the art magic, and shew what that wicked 
and mysterious compact is, on which it depends, 
and explain the nature of those diabolical engage¬ 
ments, which a man must enter into before he can 
^ become an adept izi so*’cery. 

1 his compact or agreement, as grave and learned 
aiU^ors ii^form us, is sometimes made ex[)rcss]y with 
the great devil himself in person, corporally present 
before witnesses, who takes an oath of homage au'l 
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alleciancfi from his vassal, and then endows him ' 
with the powers of magic; this was the case w ith 
a certain Arragonese nobleman, which HeisterbaJSIT* 
in his treatise upon miracles tlells us he was a witness 
to, also of the Vidame Theophylus in the year 537» 
as related by Sigisbert: sometimes it is done by me¬ 
morial or address in writing, in the manner of cer¬ 
tain Norman heretics, who wrotjj a petition to the 
iSybills, as chief of the necromancers: this petition* 
sets forth that, ' Whereas the parties undersigning 
had entered into ctYtain articles and conditions, and 
by solemn engagement bound themselves faithfully' 
to perform the same, they now pray in the first 
j)lace the ratification of those Srticles and conditions 
on the part of the Sybills; land that they would be 
pleased ir conformity thereunto to order and direct 
thc'»r under-agents and familiars to do suit and ser- 
vice to the contracting parties agreeably to condi¬ 
tion; and that when they were summoned and in¬ 
voke Ato appear, they would be promptly forthcom¬ 
ing, not in their own shapes, to the annoyance and 
offenca of the contracllng parties, but sprucely and 
handsomely, ^ke personable gentlemen; also that 
^he pelitionei'i might be discharged from thefccrc- 
^mony of compelling theni by the drawing of a cip^ 
die, or o& confining therUtelv^s or thyr fimiliars 
withm the same? 

‘ Secondly, that the Sybills would be pleased to 
affix scime seal or signature to the convention, by 
which its power und efficacy with their subservient 
familiars might be rendered more secure and per* 
inanent. 

‘ 'Ifiirdly, that the petitioners may be exempted 
from all danger, which might otherwisemccrucjto 
them, from the civil authority of magistrates or the 
in,5jUisitorial power of the church. • 

Fourthly, that all the temporal undertakings 
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and pursuits of the petitioners in the courts and 
councils of princes may prosper and succeed; and 
good luck may attend them in all kinds of gam¬ 
ing to their suitable profit and advantage. 

* Lastly, that their enemies of all sorts may have 
no power over them to do them hurt. 

* I'hat these conditions being granted and per¬ 
formed, the petit*’oncis on their part solemnly pro- 

• misc aneV vow ])erpetUHl fcalcy and allegiance to their 
sovereigns, the Sybills, as in the convention itself is 
more fully set forth ; and that they will faithiully, 
so long as they shall live, make a sacrifice and obla¬ 
tion of one human soul, every year, to be offered upon 
the day and hour of riie day, in which this conven¬ 
tion shall be ratified and confirmed by the S^billinc 
powers; provided always, that thjc said high and 
mighty powers shall fully and horn fide perform what 
is therein stipulated and agree^l to on their parts in 
the premises/ 

* 7’his document is faithfully translated from b uth^r 
Delrius’s Latin treatise l)is(/yisi/iofmn Magicarym^ 
Lf6, 2 . Q?u\st. 4 : he says thatjt was publicly burned 
at Paris, together with the books ot magic it refers 
to, arrd he quotes the authority of C/rfpoltis dr odiq 
Hutaua Uhcvrsv 15. for a more particular c'xcount;, 
but as* Cre^spetus’s i^not in niy r<j,'ich 1 cifu 

trace the siory no further. * 

In both these cases, whether the parties coritract 
viva vorCf or proceed by petition, the conditipns arc 
the same, and consist, ,as we arc tuld, in an express 
renunciation of the Christian creed; the baptismal 
rites are reversed, 1 anc\ the deviU or his representa¬ 
tive, ttcratches out the cross from the forehead with 
In^ nails,*tmd rc-baptizes his vassal by a name of his 
own devising; these arc indispensable conditions: 
the devil also^cxucts some rag or remnant ot 'bA 
vassaPs garment, as a badge of allegiance, and com- 
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pels him to make the oath within a circle drawn , 
upon the ground (which being a figure without 
beginning or end is a symbol of divinity) ; in tlija 
circle the fi<rure of a cross is to be traced out, on 
which the magician elect tramples and kicks with 
disdain; he then requests the devil to strike his name 
out of the book of life, and inscribe it in the book 
of death; he next promises to make monthly or 
quarterly sacrifices to the devil, ^hich feniale ma-^ 
gicians or witches perform by sucking out the oreatn 
of a new-born mrl^, miant i he proceeds to put some 
secret mark upon himself with the point of a needle, 
as the sign of the Beast or Antichrist, in which mark 
there is great potency, and in ^me cases, according 
to Ircnaus, it ai)pears that the devil insists upon 
cauterizing his disciples in the upper membrane of 
the right ear; m others, according to Tertullian, 
in the forehead; this being done the magician elect 
vows eternal enmity cl^ainst Eucharist, the Blessed 
Vlr<rin, the SainJis, the Holy Relics and Images, and. 
forswears confession for ever; upon which the devil 
ratifies his part of the compact, and the magic cere- 
mony is complete. * 

On these conditions the devil seldom, if^ever, 
ftikes a t^rific form, for fear of deterring his votaries, 
^gd of^ntimes appears io great beauty and^ith ^ 
very winnRig adcjfess, af he^did to The^ore Mail- 
lot, deputy-governor of Lorraine, visiting him in 
the shape of a very pretty girl, flepiddet liheralt for^ 
Titd pucltdJ and promising him a certain great# Lidy 
in marriage, with whom Maillot was distractedly in 

love; the*^conditions stipulated by the devil on tWs 

visit were of a piece with the lovely*form he assumed, 
for they co*nsisted in injunctions only to perform all 
the Christian and moral duties, to observe hH meagne 
d'lys, to say his masses, and be regular in his c6n- 
fesfeions: these unexpected stipulations threw Mail- 
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lot into so deep a melancholj", that Lis dumfstic 
chaplain, observing it, extorted from him a conf.s- 
sion of all that had passed, aiivl piously dissuaded 
fioin any further interviews of that sort: Rc- 
migius, who relates the story in his Uaimonolatria, 
gravely observes, the judgment of heaven soon over¬ 
took him in a very extraordinary manner, for his 
horse fell down upon smooth ground, and Maillot 
broke his neck by'the tall. 

As to the magic powers, which the devil imj>arts 
in return for these concessions cf hi*; votaries, theo- 
logicians have ditfereiit opinions,' some giving more 
and some less credit to the miracle; but the i^eneral 
opinion amongst them is, that they are pei formed 
by the devil and his daemons by the celerity of art 
and motion, with which one thing is substituted for 
another, but that there is no new creation in the case. 
They do not doubt but that there are certain figures, 
names, and characters, which Lave a magical jiowcr, 
as the nine cauldrons, the names of t^e four princiji^'! 
hinges of the world, the threc-times-rseven characters 
of Mahometan device, and many others; that there 
are rings and seals, which are amulets and cihaims, 
inscribed w ith the names of Raphael Salomon, Za- 
chari&h, Elizeus, Constantine, the Maccabees anu 
others; that certain signs in the Zodiac engraved 
upon j^ems, have good''or evil pfopertiA; for in¬ 
stance, Aries, JLeo and Sagittarius make a man be¬ 
loved; Virgo, Taurus and Capricornus make him 
religious; Gemini, Libra and Aquarius produce 
friendship; whilst Cancer, Scorpid and Pisces create 
f&'sebood: the character of Saturn gives strength; 
Jupiter good fortaine,; Mare victory; Sol riches; 
Venus prevents drowning, and Luna has- the same 
virtue wkh Venus; the ngure of an ass, engraved on 
a chrysolite, imparts the gift of prophecy; that of,a 
dragon gives riches, and that of a frog gives frie?4!i- 
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ship ! it was the prevailing opinion in Flanders, that , 
a man born on Eastcr-eve had the gift of curing fe¬ 
vers ; so had the seventh son, where no daugh^j-^ 
interposed; whereas the gift, which the kings of 
Englayd had of touching for the evil, expired upon 
the heresy of Henry the eighth, though William 
Tooker wrote books to prove that Queen FJizabeth, 
then on the throne, inherited this virtue with the 
crown ; this doctrine of Tooker isVrcnuou|^y con-^ 
troverted by Delrius the Jesuit of Salamanca, and 
his argument is vejy logical and decisive; Miractila 
propria sunt ecclcsia iZatholica i sed Eiizabctha vst extra 
evclvsiam Catholicam^ et nuUt dantur qui sit extra cccleuam 
^Caiholicam \ erfi^o Ellzahetha nfjp dantur 7nira(ula* 
Q. E. 1). Again, Non possunt miracula fieri ad cow 
firmaiihncm falsa Jidci ; sed fides^ quq/u profitetvr Eli'- 
zabelha^ est fakar fides ; crpo ad con fimwtioncm fdei^ 
quam profitetur Elhahetha^ nmi possunt fieri miracula—^ 
And who now shall def^id our defenders of the faith? 

It is acknowlec* 2 fed that sorcerers and mao;^icians 

r ^ O O ♦ 

can blight the giipiin, destroy the fruits of the earth, 
and make a bad harvest, which Remigius assures us 
is done by sprinkling ca-tain dust in the air, which 
the daemon ma^es up and supplies them for^the 
pflrpose*—^ 

• ^ 

Cannfke Ucse (J^res sler^rem Ueiuttcit in herbam; 

Dcjicinnt Imi cemiiue/ontis aqme; * 

llicibiis j^iondts^ cantataqoevitibus uva 

JJicidit, et nuilopnma juoventeJiuunt. 

* OviDf 

* Witches can blicht aur com by ma^ic fpell, • 

And with eiichaiunieiits dry tl^ spftnging well. 

Make grapes and acorns fall at their coniniand, * 

And strip our orchards bare without a hand.’ • 

^ A<tcnigiu^ says, the daemons do not o»ly make up 
thl^powder or dust for the witches, but are parti- 
VOL. XU. • V 



OBSERvrR. 


*216 




ciilavly inclal;;cnt to them in the article of <]frounti- 
micc, with which they devour all the loots of the 
^rass anti ^rrain; that the ga.l- hy is always within 
call, and that they have plenty of wolves at com- 
Jtiand to send into any fold or tiock they pro- 

})cr to destroy : the learned author doubts it the 
devil actual] V makes these wolves dc /ioco, biu rather 
thinks that he hunts them ujj together, and drives 
tliecoi^try; if 'diis sport does not succeed to hlvi 
wish, he thinks it probable the daemons thoinsi.Ives 
execute the mischief in the shapes of wolve'^— 

siinilr rith lur iLi tuoms e-ve, qui .sj'Icic laptna talchi piiu» 
piruni fuvfuni J —lie tells us that he has brought 
many witches to confess these things, and thougii 
he acknowledges the power of their sj>clls lor ])io- 
ducing nv^iits and viands, that liavc the aj^po j*ance 
of a sumptuous feast, which the devil furni^hC’., still 
he gives a ba-d account of his cookery, for tli.ii divine 
Providence seldom j)ermits ifce meat to be good, but 
that it had generally some bad taste or smell, mostly 
wants salt, and the feast is often wjithout brvadf 
Though heretics have obstinately denied the co¬ 
pulation of w izards with th^. female d-dcrnoi^s called 
Succubae ; and of witches with the males, or Incubi, 
yet'the whole authority of the Catholic church wirh 
**the bull of Pope Iniiocciit VIII. expressly affirms it 
for aVact-r-'/' CommuiuHativn /trecast sintMhPairimi^ 
T/'voloixoruni cl P/t 'dosnphorum ducfv.riun—cl pr:t aidem 
2*U}innt India Jnra'jnld Vlll. l\nUfi\ h < onfrji pialc^ 
ficus ,*)—It is also an orthodox opinion, thus children 
may be begotten by this diabolical commerce, and 
4here is little doubt but that Luther was the son of 
an Incubus, 'liliat,witches aT^; carried thioujih the 
air by certain si)ells is confirmed by a .host of wit- 
.nesses,itind the foperation is generally performed by 
smearing the body with a ceitaiii ointment, prepared 
by the daeirftjiis; this ointment several peoplcf^uve 
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innocently made use of, pnrticul.irly lnipl)ands of , 
ladies using witchcraft, and have found themselves 
waited up chimnies and through windows at aj|»|r 
1 :(>us rate, and tiansported sometimes an hundred 
luilcs^front their own homes: irsan}' curious instan¬ 
ces might be enameralcd, but hav;ng ielated so many 
i ioibear to tre^^pass on in) reader’s patience any 
loni;vr. 

1 ‘'honld be loth to have it supposed tlicit 1 hav^ 
sele<'tcd these aneidotcs and quotation-' for the pur¬ 
pose ^merely of ca-ling a ridnculc ou the superstition 
of the Catholic churcli; I can truly declare 1 did not 
take up the siihjtct with any such design, and hold 
• the principle of religious auiifio.sity in as much ab- 
horij-ncc as any man livinji^ \\ lien 1 have said this 
in ni)^ own det^mee, 1 think it necessary add, that 
all the accounts 1 have turned over, which are pretty 
voluminous, are rcjdelc with the same or greater ab- 
' snrtiitics, tli.in these i have produced; all the rea- 
Sviniiig is nothing but a mas^ of ignorance refined 
upon by subtlAy, ins])!red by superstition, and Cvlged 
with ^ acrimony against scliisinatics and heretics, 
upon whom this tcinblc engine of sorcery has been 
^ turned with c? spirit of persecution, that docs po cre- 
^ dit to fchc partici? who employed it* 

• The fijet is, that tht^€)lyistian church in^lie eaily 
ages soon disco#ered two iin[V)rtant motors of faith 
in the sacred writings, which iniglit be made useful 
weapons in her jiosscssion; 1 mean miracles and* 
sorceries; the one she reserved to herself, the other 
she bestowed u[)oii her enemies; and though there 
is every reason tc^ conclude that both had-ceased in 
the world, she found her owTi infcresi w^as couccrried^ 
in prolonging their existence: the ages that succeeded 
to the introduction of Christianity, were soon fast 
iiito the profoundcst ignorance by ^hc irruptions of 
\lie barbarous nations, and credulity naturally lol- 
^ • u 2 
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Jows ignorance; the terrors of magic in those dark 
times readily took hold of superstitious minds; every 
thing that the dawnings of science struck out in that 
night of reason, every thing that reviving art in¬ 
vented, even the little juggling tricks and deceptions, 
that slight of hand performed to set the crowd agape, 
and support a vagrant life in idleness, were charged 
to sorcery, and tortures were employed to force out 
confessions of secret dealings and compacts with the 
devil and his agents. Those confessions were un¬ 
doubtedly made, and as full and^clrcumstantft'd as 
the inquisitor chose to prescribe, and being published 
with the authority of office had their influence with 
mankind and were believed; nay, it is but fair to 
suppose that the fathers and docters of the chprch 
themselves uelicve^l them, and were sincere in their 
endeavours to extirpate sorcery, thinking that they 
did God service. 

When we read of people being thrown alive into 
the flames for playing a few juggling tiicks, which 
now would not pass upon the vulgai at a country 
fair, and the devil himself brought in to father the 
pe rib finance, it is shocking to numanity and a vio¬ 
lence to reason; but we shall cruelly err against ^ 
both by ascribing all these acts to ptrseeption^ when 
igilorancc and credulity arc entitled to great a 
snare oAhep*: the churenmen of .hose ages were 
* not exempt from the errors and darkness of the time 
they lived in, and very many of them not onljr be¬ 
lieved the sorceries of the heretics, bi|t swallowed the 
miracles of the saints: the genius of the Catholic 
religion in-this illuminated and liberal period is of a 
> difterent complexion frbm what the nature of my 
^'subject has obliged me to display; of the enlarged 
and-truly Christian principles, which now prevail 
amongst the prpfcssors of that system of faith, th.,* 
world abounds with exaixipies, and 1 am persuaded,^ 
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that if the tribunal of the Inquisition was put aside, 
(a tribunal so directly adverse to the religion of 
Christ) the hateful tenet of iutolcrancy would s<^'^n 
be done away, and u sj)irit of meekness and mercy, 
more consentaneous to tijc princi[)lcs of the present 
Catholics, would universally prevail. 


NUMBER XXXIJI. 


!Fiib(tla mitiu' 

■■ '■ * Tho story slily poijits at you.* 

X 

4 

pRiur. is never more offensive, than when it con- 
desoends to bB civil ; whereas vanity, whenever it 
forget;s itself, naturally assumes good-hurnour. Xo- 
thinji was ever more agreeable than Vanessa t’othei 
^ night, when H found her in a small circle o^cr hei 
^ fire-sid®, where & certain gcntlenijm had taken the 
Bvhole ta^ of talking oft Jiimscif, and Icft^^iness? 
nothing else to^lo, but to shew him jS^t as mueV 
attention as served to make him believe she w^ai 
listciupg, and left her at liberty to rc.st her owr 
irnajjination in the mean-time, • 

O 

1 found this gentleman at the close of a pathetic 
narrative he had^beeii giving of some adventure 
which he had met with in •his*travcls, and^whicl 
he wound up with saying—‘ I am afraid, ladies 
this story has made you melancholy.* If he bar 
weanf^ be had been nearer to ^\e truth ; me- 
thought V anessa once in her life forgot her usiia 

• u 3 
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. politeness, when she answered him—* Oh ! no; 
not at air—but she was thinking of something else, 
an/1 the story 1 should guess had been very circum¬ 
stantial ; so that I heartily forgave her. The talk- 
ing gentleman however was not disposed to take her 
word, but stuck to his opinion, and bad so much 
consideration for the company, as to promise them 
another story, which should be altogether as di- 
j:crting the former one had been mournful. 
There was an effort in the countenance of Vanessa, 
which convinced me of her gGod-humour; she 
strove to welcome this promise with a smile; but 
it was a smile that cost her some pains to produce, 
and if the talker had p.*)sse?8cd but one grain of in¬ 
tuition, he must have discovered that all such pro¬ 
mises cut up performance; and that^no story will 
endure a preface. I felt at that moment all the 
auk ward embarrassment of his situation, as if it 
had been my own ; and it was a sensible relief to 
me, when Vanessa gave a little hitch to her chair, 
as if drawing nearer to the story-teller, and at the 
same time stooping forward, pjit herself into a lis¬ 
tening attitude. She never appeared so amiable in 
my eyes, and I began to take heart—‘ What pains 
and trouble,’ thought I, * does this poor mam take 
to make« himself agreeaUo,' when every ^^5truggle 
carries him further from his point! And how little 
docs he know what an easy thing it is to those, 
'who have the secret of succeeding without ary ef¬ 
fort at «ali!’—1 use almost the ve4*y words of a 
contemporary author, and 1 am obliged to him for 
them. 

As for the story, which now followed, .there is 
no occasion to repeat it; if it had made its entrance 
without a herald; if it had grown out of the con- 
versation naturajjy, and not been grafted in against 
nature; and if it had been less prolix, or told with 
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more point, the story had not been amiss; it was • 
a good one in its own country, but it was lamed 
in its journey, and Vanessa did not seem exactl}*^*o 
know when it was iiiushed, until the relater made 
a s<;cftnd apostrophe, hoping he had now repaired 
all ibrmer uamages, and reinstated the la^es in 
their usual good spirits. Vanessa now found it 
necessary to say something, an^ well knowings 
without doubt, that people like to be trotted as i£i 
they liatl scnsiliility, although they have none, she 
passed a few compliments upon tlie story very 
neatly turned ; when an elderly gentleman (who^ 
as 1 afterwards found out, was father to the talking 
^ gentleman) observed to him, rtiat as he had made us 
grav^ and made ns merry, nothing now remained 
but to make n^s wise.—‘ And wfcPo so lit for that 
purpose,’ added he, ‘ as the lady of the house hcr- 
bell’?’ V aiiessa very agtly replied, that she knew but 
one way to impose that belief on the company, and 
that \yas by keeping silence.—* And what is so 
edifying,’ rcsufticd he, ‘ as to keep silence ? What 
is so gyod a lesson of ^wisdom, as to see one, who 
can talk so well, forbear to do it, until other 
Jongues have fun their course ? *—1 stole a glance 
^at the talkatiye gentleman, and to my utter sur^ 
ptizc, he^was so far being sensible«of the 

rebuff, that he \^is actually preparing W another 
onset .—* What you remark upon silence,’ cried he, 

* puts ijie in mind of an admirable story.*—* That 
may well be,’ answered the old gentleman ;• * but 
give me leave first to tell you a story, that may pj^t 
you in mind of silonce.’ ^ 

* Jupiter and Apollo came *down from Olympus 
upon a visit to King Midas : Mercury ^ad been 
dispatched to apprise him of the guests he was to 
.2it«rtain, and to signify to him, tlwt it was the 
plSasure of the gods to be retcived with no ejttra** 

f 
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onlinary honours, but to be considered only as tra¬ 
vellers wlio enrne to jmy a visit to his court, and 
tab ^ a view of his capital. On the day appointed, 
dnpitcr, in the person of an elderly Athenian Gen¬ 
tleman, and Apollo as his son, presented themselves 
in the great saloon of the palace: Midas, surrounded 
by his courtiers, and Glittering in his richest robes, 
received the gods habited in this simple attire, and 
'^nattcncfSrd. The injunctions of Mercury were neg- 
Icctpd, for tbc feast was the most sumptuous that 
art ai.d luxury could devise ; a'.na the gods were 
difignctcd with tlje vanity of their host, and the 
profusion of his entertainment. When Midas had 
thus contrived to disjMay the wealth and splendour 
of his court to his celestial guests, his next sjtudy 
was to im[>ress tlfem with an opinion of his talents 
and accomplishments; he discoursed to Jupiter, 
without ceasing, upon his maxims and rules of 
government; he treated him with innumerable anec- 
dotv“s and events, calculated to set off* his own. wi..- 
dom, consefjuence, and good j)olicy, and of every 
talc he made himself the hero, 'rhe courticiis kept 
silence through fear, the deities through contem])t; 
no voice was heard but the voice of Midas. He 
bad not the sense to discern the impropriety of his 
being incessant talker,'yrhen he ought only to 
have been a respectful hearer; anlt so consummate 
was his vanity, that having possessed Jupiter with 
impression.s, as he foolishly Imagined, of his wisdom 
and sdence, he flattered himself n^^thing was want¬ 
ing but to recommend himself to Apollo by a .spe¬ 
cimen of bi.s accorpplishments in.music and poetry. 
A band of minstrels were summoned, who per¬ 
formed a, kind of prelude on their harps by way of 
flourish before the master-artist began, when Midas 
starting from his seat ns if with sudden inspiration,, 
seized his lyre and Struck up a strain, which Be 
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accompanied with his voice, whilst his sclf-conccit , 
inspiied him to believe he could rival Apollo him« 
self in harmony, and even provoke him to envy.^ 

* As soon as Midas laid down his lyre, the gods 
rose lip to depart; when instead of those applauses 
which he looked for, and expected as a tribute due 
to his art even from the immortals themselves, Ju¬ 
piter, turning towards him with a frown, wluch 
brought into his countenance the^inherent^iiidjesty^ 
of the thunderer, thus accosted him—* Had you 
. enteiitiiincd us, O jyiidas, in the manner 1 prescribed, 
and met the condescension of the gods with the 
modesty that becomes a mortal, we bad left a blcs- 
• sing wdth our host, instead of<a reprool: but when 
you alfecttd to dazzle me, who am myself the dis- 
jiensA of all mortal attainments, with tlfe vain dis¬ 
play of your wealth and wisdom ; and when you 
rashly assailed the ears of Apollo himself, who pre¬ 
sides over music and*poetry, with the barbarous 
•jingle of your lyre, and the hoarse untuncable dis- 
sonai^ce of your voice, you toolishly forgot both, 
yourself and us; and by talking and singing with¬ 
out intermission, whefl you should rather have*lis¬ 
tened to us with attention, you reverse the appli¬ 
cation of^thotfe faculties 1 have bestowed upon you,^ 
^®t considering that whcn»l gave to man two prgans 
of hearing and crnly on^ of speech, i xt^^rked out 
the use he was to make ot those dispensations: to 
remind ^ou therefore of my design, and your duty, 

I shall curtail yt^ur^tongue, and lengthen your ears/ 
*^Jupiter ceased speaking; and whilst the deities 
ascended to Olympus, the cars ot the monarcR 
sprouted uj) into the ears of ai! a.ssV , 

1 he moral of the fable, and the personal appli¬ 
cation of it, were too obvious to be mistaken b^ 

company. Vanessa’s sensibility suif'ered 
‘ visibly on the occasion ; but «he soon broke tlie 




pfiiiiful silence, and addressing herself to the old 
gcnilcman—‘ 1 am ohligetl to you for yonr fable/ 
say>s she, ‘ and shall cdily by the moral; but still 1 
cannot help the weakness of a woman, and nv.ist 
needs feel a compassion for j)oor Midas, v/hose 
trespass, being of a good-humoured sort, dese. ved 
more mercy than it met with —1 confess the art of 

y miscarries through the 
inies it. Wit, learning, 
dfectually conduce to the 
profit and delight of society ? ' V'*t 1 am sensible 
that a man may be too invariably wise, learned, or 
witty, to be agreeable; and I take the reason of 
tli.s to be, that pleasure cannot be bestowed by the 
simple and unmimi exertion of any one iucuity or 
accompiisfiinent ^ if every word a rnan speaks* ij to 
be wit or wisdom, if he is never to relax cither in 


being agreeable, frequentl 
,;ambitio% which ' accornp 
wisdom—what can more < 


look or utterance from his superiority of character, 
society cannot endure it : th'c happy gilt ot being 
agreeable seems to consist not in oite, but in an as¬ 
semblage of talents tending to comnniiiicate dcbght; 
and how many arc there, who by easy manners, 
sweetness of temper, and a variety of other uTndefin- 
able ^qualities, possess the power of pjeusing without 
any visible effort, without the aids of wit, wisdom} 
*or lea^^ning, nay, as it^sbould seem,“in tneir dejj-* 
ance; anjf this without a*ppeari*rg eve^ to know 
that they possess it? Whilst another, by labouring 
to entertain us too well, entertains us as j)Oor Midas 


did his visitors.’ 

When Vanessa had done speaking, the hour 
iftinded me that 1 ought to take^, my leave, which 1 
did with regret, *rei)v;ating to myself as 1 walked 
homewards— T/m ladtj should ncvcr be sevn tn a anii\ 
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Fuifle Hn"vF ! ' 


An inj^cnio'Ls who some years ago published 

a \oli\i\K* under the. title of ‘ Maxims, Characters, 
and Rctlections,’ has tlie iollowincr remark:—* \oii 
noiihl know how a mnti ra'is ti» judge of his un- 
deistcindu'.g, and \vt po<^ih!y (however great the 

ihc \ ery eoiiiiai V method m?ght be less 
hdiible , the knowing how lu: /uars might shew it 
you much better/ As 1 bad not seen this book 

tp 

wiien 1 fuwc mv account of Mr. dedediah i' ish’s 
/Jcadtmy lor it g ’.ve me great pleasure to 

tal! in with lint sentiment of a eontemporary, who 
whilst he mixes with the wnild as a man of fasinon, 
reviex^s tljc living i^lanneis with the sagacity of a 
])hilosoj)her. * 1 transciibed the whole article* from 
which ^he, art k>vc* passage is extracted, and sent it if 
j^lr, Ktsh ; ft v/ill be fo«iid in the author’s^olume, 
1-XM^l. and#s aptl^^ ilui.sft ated by sketches 
orchciiMcrer; one of wdjich, called Cleon, is a talker, 
and ''riicoc cs, the other, a hearer. 

i haVc been favoured with the following answer 
from Mr. i^'ish. * 


vS'R, 

\our’s‘ is received; I ajJl^rove of the extract, 
and like the author’s manner well: he dea^s in id^ati 
ler than in words ; some men t|tlk more than 
' they hear ; others write mor^ than they read: as 
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benevolence should act without display, so good 
advice should be given in few words. 

I send you the following cases, according to 
desire: 

A young man, known to his familiars by the 
name of C/iatter^ came under my hands : ’'the 
^mptoins of his disorder may be thus described— 
Garni!/fris vij' infcr,missa cvm cadimno tanlmn tion coii'* 
tmi/o, —(Garrulity, attended with immoderate fits of 
laughing, is no uncommon case, when the provo¬ 
cation thereunto springs from joke's "of a man’s Own 
making; but there was this peculiarity in Mr. Chat¬ 
ter’s disea.se, that he would laugh where no jest was, 
or even at the jests of'other people, rather than not 
laugh at alj. I soon perceived this to be occasioned 
by exceedingly Weak intellects, and ^nn even row of 
very white teeth. As his malady would not yield 
to the ordinary prescriptions, } was forced to throw 
him into a regimen skating, for which the season 
was then favourable ; the operation succeeded {o mj 
warmest wishes, and the patient wa5 effectually si¬ 
lenced by a happy dislocation of two of his fore¬ 
teeth from a fall on the ice. 

Mm KUti/ Scandal was put into my hands by her 
acquaintance in a very deplorable Condition; it was 
the cac6jfItc\defawat/o)mri'^tfii^/mm: the coij^mon an* 
tidotes had no effect ui)on her ; Phdministcrecl de^ 
fergents out of Miss Caiter’s Epictetus and Mrs* 
Chaponc’s Letters, but the dose would not stay 
upon Iier stomach ; 1 tried the Vydia^orcan piil^ but 
wfcth no.better success. As the patient had a re¬ 
markable swelling abput the wust, which I con¬ 
ceived might arise Jrom an overflowing of the 
spleen, I»called in excellent friend, Dr. Ford : 
the Doctor delivered he** of her swelling, and Mfss 
K/fty Scandal lias not been known to open her 
since. 
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Tom Utlfry was the nuisance of society: he ap-^ 
plied to me when he was far gone indeed; he had* 
been black-balled by half the clubs in town, and .smt 
to Coventry by the other half. I examined his case, 
and •found it under the following class—F oa’ 
torla^ sentpitma^ cvm ccrehello vacifOf necnon avribus 
obtusk admodum ac inertibus^—As his organs of speech 
seemed in want of immediate modulation, I tried 
the pitch-pipe upon him rcpeat^ly, but^the vehe¬ 
mence of his complaint baffled all my efforts; T[ 
could never bpng+iim down within a full octave of 
sound health. I was unwilling to proceed to extre¬ 
mities, till I had done all that my more regular 
practice could suggest for his relief; but Avlien 1 
foiin^ none but desperate remedies could save him, 
jTiJused a vein to be opened in Jiis ri^t arm, and 
drew out fourteen ounces of blood : this was in the 


month of March last, and the wind was then in the 
cast with sleet and fain : I immediately ordered the 
patient to take boat at Black-friars, and be rowed 
to t^iclsea-rcaK:h and back again in an open wherry: 
the expected consequence ensued ; a total depriva¬ 
tion voice took place, and Mr* Bdfrty^ being no 
longer able <o articulate, is become a very coinpa- 
ninnal^le mim, and is now in as much request with 
»his club. as*hcretofoTe ke was in disgrace with it.* 
Cotmelior Ckck is^ youilg man offjuick parts, 
ready wit^ and strong imagination, but sorely trou¬ 
bled with the disease called Lingita volvbUk cvm svr 
ipsivs*amove 7itmio et This patient was 

radically cured by a strong dose of his own praises, 
which I took freyn his mouth, and made -him sts^al- 
low grain for grain as he h:gl utAsred them : the 
aca^ occasioned by this dosc^operated so stohgly on^ 
his constitution, as totally to eradicate seeds of 
s^lf-consequence, and the counsellors become one ot ^ 
•the modestest men, and bestiicarers in his pioies^ion. 
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Cajitain was continually talking of battles, 

‘and sieges, and campaigns, though he had never seen 
cither: he arraigned the conduct of every cntcr- 
priiie; and proved to demonstration, by the torcc 
of oaths, how much better it would have been ma¬ 
naged, had he been the commander: the symptt/ms 
•were too apparent to be mistaken— ih s:^'andiloqu{!m^ 
ratunditm^, cum drjird ludlo fn^uhL —In this state of 
his disorder he was tecommended to my care by the 
Officers oV his mess. I found the tumefaction so 
vchcmenl, that I prescribed an opfning by incision. 
I'he captain was accordingly sent out by bis com¬ 
manding officer upon a scouting-party, and sidfercd 
a sur])rize, which effectually repelled the tumefac¬ 
tion : Mr, SxL'aasscr threw up his commission ,j.aiid 
has been a very sijjpnt member of thc^civil comniu- 
nity ever since. 

J have sent you these cases out of many, as being 
peculiar; in common cases, the general inetliod I 
take to bring any gentleman to a patient heating, i*^ 
to' entertain luin with his own coniikcndalions* if 


this simple mcihcine will not serve, 1 am foiced to 
dash it with a few drops of slander, which is the best 
appeaser 1 know; for many of my «j)atients will 
listen to that, when nothing else can silence,them. 
This recipe however is nokcpalalable, nor^pught it 
to be usf/d but with caution and discretion; I keep 
it therefore *in reserve like laudanum for special oc- 


.casions. When a patient is far advanced towards 
his cure, I take him with me to the <;allerv of the 
House of Commons, when certain orators, whom 1 


have in rpy eye, arc upon their Ifgs to harangue; 
and 1 have always founjJ if a convalescent can hear 
C that, hfc can hear any i iiiig. 

** 1 am, i>ir, your’s to command. 


JCUEDIaH FISH'. 
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I am not so partial to my corrcspondrnt, as to, 
defend him in all his proceedings, and 1 suspect, 
that, whilst he is labouring to restore his patients to 
thejr ears, he chance to take away their lives. 
JMcn^ who act upon system, are apt to strain it too 
far; and as prevention is always to be preferred to 
remedy, 1 couid wish that parents would take early 
care to instruct their childicn in the art of// cct/va^, 
if it were only to guard them d^ainst feeling inty 
Mr, I’ish’s hands, when the malady may become 
stu^^born. • 

1 shall suggest one hint in the way of advice to 
fathers and mothers, which, if they are pleased to 
attend to it, may perhaps saye some future trouble 
and ''TA’ctioii. 


aid wish all parents to bcjlcve, ^hat the hu- 
rn.'m (iriiiu.ter begins to tix itself much earlier in 
htc, than they are generally aware of. 'rhcrc is 
something very captivating in the dawming ideas of 
our ch’idren ; we are aot to flatter and caress them 
mr tfjcir early*vi\acity; we tell theit smart sayings 
ancf repartees with a kind of triumph even in their 
presebce, and the edmpuny we tell them to rfre al¬ 
ways polite enough to applaud and admire them. 
By these means, wc instil our own vanity into their 
^infant miiul5, and push l^jeir genius into prematurity. 
The foi^ardn^s, w!ficl/tlfts practict^ of^our’s is 
suie to create, passes off agreeably loi a time; but, 
w^hen infancy ceases, it begins to annoy us, and 
JMibs 'or Master appear insupportably pert. 1 he 
]>arent then tinds himself obliged to turn the other 
side of his couii^nancc upon the witticisms of his 
child; tins is not only a pai^lul task, but probably a 
fruitless one; for the child this time has made its 
party, aiul can find its admirers elsewhere : e\'1*iy 
>»]jliging visitor makes interest with^thc clover lutle 
«rcaiure; the lun sery, the kitchen, the stables echo 
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with applause; it can chatter* or mimic* or act its 
tricks before the servants, and be sure of an audi¬ 
ence : the mischief is done, and the parent may snub 
to no purpose. 

Let parents therefore first correct themsclvcsi be¬ 
fore they undertake that office for their childr<^n: 
education is incompatible with self-indulgence, and 
the impulse of vanity is too often mistaken for the 
impulse qf naturewhen Miss is a wit, I am apt to 
suspect that her mother is not over-wise. 


NUMBER XXXV. 


Grains homo mortalcs toUere contra 

Est ocuios ausus 

> LUCRimS. 

At length a mighty man of Greece began 

T' assert the natural liberty of man. «. 

CREECH, t 

Theue are so many young men of fortune and 
spirit in this kingdom, who, without the troutlc of 
resorting to the founder of their philosophy, or giv¬ 
ing themselves any concern about the ^ 
in my n^otto, have ncverjhi^Scss fallen upon a prac- * 
tice so consentaneous to the doctrine^, whi^ he laid 
down by system, that 1 much question if any of his 
‘ profest scholars ever did him greater credit,, since 
the time he first struck out the popular project of 
driving all religion out of the world, and introducing 
pleasure and voluptuousness in its fitead* 

Saure religh pedibufiubfecta vicissim 

Obter^tuTy 7ios exoequat victoria cobIo, 

* We tread • eligioii under foot, and rise 

* With self-creat(^ glory to the skies.' 
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So f;ir from meaning to oppose myself to such a ’ 
host of gay and happy mortals, I wish to gain a 
merit with them by adding to their stock ot jUcu- 
sures, and suggesting sonic hints of enjoyments, 
whxn may be new to them ; a discovery which they 
well know was considered by the kings of Persia, 
(who practised their philosophy in very antient 
times) ns a service of such importtiuce to all the sect, 
(who had even then woin out most of their okl 
pleasures) that a vtry considerable reward was ol- 
tercS to tlie investor of any new one. How the 
stock til present stands with our modern voluptuaries 
I e.innoi pretend to say, l;utj suspect from ocitain 
symptoms, which have fallen under my observation, 
is nearly run out with sonje aiuosigst them ; 
to such in particular 1 flatter myself my discoveries 
will pro^'c of Viiluc, and J have for their use com¬ 
posed the following fiieditation, which 1 have put 
together in the form of a soliloquy, solving itstej) by 
stei > fts regularly as any proposition in Kuclid, anii 
I wFll boldly voudi it to be as mathematically true, 
if thei'c is any one fmi^Udatuni in the whole, which 
the truest vohy)tiiary will not admit to be orthodox 
Kpiciirism, I 'vilj consent to give up my systdhi for 
rionsenj?e anc^ myself foil an impostor ; I conditioit 
only witltthepigid of^ieafuiv, that whilst Sc reads 
he will reflect, tliat he W'ill deal candidfv with the 
truth, and that he will once in his life permit a cer¬ 
tain faculty called reason, which J liope he^is pos¬ 
sessed of, to coiriti'into use u[)or, this occasion; a 
faculty, wdiich though he miiy not hitherto Injpvc 
employed, is yet^capable qi su<f)j)lying him with 
more true and lasting pleasui tlian any his Jihilo- 
sophy can furnish. • • 

• 1 now recommend him to the foll'^^dno- medlta- 
t^pn, which 1 have entitled-—^ 

x3 
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^ THE voluptuary’s SOLILOQUY, 

^ 'i find myself in possession of an estate, which 
has devolved upon me without any pains of my 
own : I have youth and health to enjoy it, an 1 1 
am determined so to do: pleasure is my object, and 
I must therefore so contrive as to make that object 
lasting and satisfactory : if I throw the means away, 

1 can no longer compass the end; this is self-evi¬ 
dent ; I perceive therefore that ? must not game; 
for though 1 like phiy^ 1 do not like to lose that^ 
which alone can purchase every pleasure I pro¬ 
pose to enjf)y; and l^do not see that the chance 
of winning other people’s money can compensate 
for the pain 1 must sutler if I lose my own : ^ V d- 
dition to my fortune can only give superfluities ; the 
loss of it may take away even necessaries ; and in 
the mean time 1 have enough for every other gratifi¬ 
cation but the desperate one of deep play : it is re¬ 
solved therefore that I will not be a gsjmcster: there 
is not common sense in the thought, and therefore I 
renounce it. 

‘ But if I give up gaming, I will take my swing 
of ple^isure ; that 1 am determined upon. 1 must 
tVlerefore ask myself the cji^stion, what is pleasure?^ 
Is it higti living and hard'drinking \ I havd my own 
choice to make, therefore I must take some time to 
• consider it. There is nothing elegant in it I 
must cpnfess; a glutton is but a s^rry fellow, and a 
drunkard is a beast: besides 1 am not sure iny con¬ 
stitution .can stand against it: 1 shall get the gout, 
that would be the' devd ; I shalt grow out of all" 
shape i I shall have a i^d face full of blotches, a foul 
breath, arKl be loathsome to the women: 1 cannot 
bear to think of that, for 1 doat upon the womeh^ 
and therefore aSiieu to^the bottle and all its concor 
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niitants; I prefer the favours of the fair sex to the 
company' of the soakers, and so there is an end to 
all drinking; 1 will be sober, only because I love 
plea;|ure. 

i But if I give up wine for women, 1 will repay 
myself for the sacrifice ; 1 will have the fine.st girls 
that money can purchase—Money, did I say i \Vhat 
a sound has that!—Am I to buy beauty wi^li mone_j^ 
and cannot T buy love too ? lor there is no pleasuie 
cvep in beauty,without love. I find myself gravel¬ 
led by this unlucky question: mercenary love I That 
is nonsense; it is flat hypocrisy; it is disgusting. I 
should loath the fawning caiesses of a dissembling 
f^harloj, vdioin 1 pay for false fondness: 1 find 1 am 
Tw^^Jg again : J cannot fall in l^jve wWi a harlot; 
she must be a modest woman ; and when that bc- 
fals me, what then? Why then, if I am terribly in 
love indeed, and canhot be hap|)y without her, there 
is no other choice left me; 1 think I must even 



because 1 love pleasure. 



fore that nobody else takes the same pleasure too; 
for otherwise Jiw have I bettered myself? 1 might 
as well have rertdwicd uj)on the 1 should 

be a fool indeed pay such a price lor a purchase, 
and let in my neighbours for a share; thcrctorc l*ani 
determined to keep her to ni|’self, for pleasure is in j 
only object, and this I take it is a sort of pleasure, 
that does not consist in participation. ^ • 

The next question is, how I iijust contrive tc 
Iceej) her to myself.—Not by force; not by lockini 
her up; there is no pleasure in that notion; com- 
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pulsion is out of the case ; inclination therefore is the 
next lhin<;; I must make it her own choice to be 
faithful: it seems then to be incumbent upon me to 
make a wise choice, to look well before I fix upon a 
■wife, anti to use her well, when 1 have fixed ; 1 will 
be very kind to her, becauce I will not destroy rny 
own pleasure; and I will be very careful of the 
temptatioris 1 expose her to, for the same reason. 
She shall hot lead the life of your fine town ladies; 
i have a charinin^j place in the coantev; I will p^ss 
most of my time in the country ; Ihere she will be 
safe and 1 shall be happy. 1 love pleasure, and 
therefore 1 will have litjje to do with that curst in¬ 
triguing town of l.ondon ; I am determined to make 
my house 3n*dic coj?iitry as j)leasant as it is posstt^ j. 

‘ But if J give up the gaieties of a town life, and 
the club, and the gaming-table, and the girls, for a 
wife and the country, 1 will have the s])orts of the 
country in i>crfectiori; I will keep the best pack of 
hounds in England, and hunt every, day in* the 
week.—But liold a moment there 1 what will be¬ 
come of my wife all the while*1 am following the 
hounds ? Will she follow nobody ; jvill nobody 
follow'her? A pretty figure 1 shall make, to be 
cfiacing a stag and come ^liomc with’•the horns. 
At leastM shall not rist^uf the expcj;iment V 1 shall 
nor like to leave her at home, and 1 cannot take her 
with me, for that would spoil pleasure; and I 
hate a h 9 rsc-(lpo|;^^oman ; 1 will k^>jr»''no whipper-in 
in petticoats. 1 perceive tlicrefcvre I must give up 
llicniounds, lor 1 am delcrmin-d nothing shall stand 
in the way of my pleasi^e. 

* Wliy then 1 must rind out some amusements 
that my wi^le can partake in ; we must ride about 
the park in fine weather; we must visit the ground^, 
and the gardens* and j^lan out improvements, anil 
make plauUUous ; it will be rare employmciu tor 
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tlic poor people—that is a thought that never struck* 
me betbre; methinks there must be a great deal of 
pleasure in setting the poor to work—1 shall like a 
tarm for the same reason; and my wife will take 
jdeaj^irc in a dairy; she shall have the most elegant 
dafry in England; and I will build a conservatory, 
and she shall have such plants and such flowers !— 
1 have a notion I shall lake pleasuif in them myself— 
and then there is a thousand things to do witHn-doors^, 
it is a fine old mansion, that is the truth of it: I will 


give it an entire rapair; it wants new furniture; that 
w^ill be very pleasant work Tor my wife: I j>erceivc 
] could not aflbrd to keep hounds and to do this into 
the bargain. But this will j?ive me the most plea- 
sui^^ to nothing, and then my wife yill partake 
ofit—and we#will have music aiftl books—1 recoU 


lect that I have got an excellent library—there is ano-^ 
tlier pleasure 1 had ijpver thought of—and then no 
doubt we shall have children, and they are very 
{deasi^iit company, when they can talk and under^ 
stand what is laid to them; and now I begin to re-* 
fleet, J find there is a^vast many pleasures in the life 
1 have chalked out, and what a fool should I be to 
throw away i!iy money at the gaming-table, #r my 
licalth at any^ table, or my affections upon harlotsf 
•>r my tijne upon hoijptfc»and horses,^ org^mploy 
cither money, Iftalth, affections, or time, in any 
other j)lcasurcs o||pursuits, than these, which I now 
perceive will solid bap piness^ in this life, 

and secure a goo2nj[Ixancc foryiHHrtSy b(flal me 
hereafter 
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Pudorc ci UbcraHtate Hheros 
lictincre iultus cue crcdOy (piam metic, 

TERENTb 


— Better far 

To bind youi children to vou bj the ties 
or geiitlcncss atid mudef<ty than fear. 

colman. 


Gkminus and Gemellus were twin-sons of a country 
gentlerniin of fortune, whom I shall call Eiiph:^ jon ; 
when they were oi age to begin their grammar learn¬ 
ing, Euphorion found himself exceedingly puzzled 
to decide upon the best modc^f education; he had 
read several treatises on the .subject, which instead 
oi' clearing up his difficulties had encreased ^heir; 
he had consulted the opinions of ijis friends and 
neighbours, and he found those so equally dividcil, 
arnl so much to be said on both sides, that he could 
determine upon neither; unfortunately for Kiiplio- 
vion he had no paitialities of his awn,^*for the good 
gentleirsan had had little oriio education hij^uself: th . 
c!ergynian*of the parish preached up the moral ad¬ 
vantages of private tuition, the^^^wyer, his near 
neighbour* dazzled his imagiuatic,j|i j,lth the connec¬ 
tions ahd of the wof'u to be gained in a 

public school. EupW^ion Tj>.iceiviiig himself in a 
strclght between t^^o roacis, and not knowing which 
to prefer, cut the difficulty by taking botl.i; so that 
Cieminusf was put under private tuition of the cler¬ 
gyman above mentioned, and Gemellus was taken 
up to town by the lawyer to be entered at VVttsf- 
jnjnstcr school. ^ • 
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Eupliorion having thus put the two systems fairly, 
to issue, waited the event, but every time that Ge¬ 
mellus came home at the brcaking-up, the pr^^vate 
S 3 '^stcm rose and the ])ublic sunk on the comparison 
in the fathcr^s mind, for Gemcllus’s appearance no 
longer kept pace with his brother’s; wild and rag¬ 
ged as a colt, battered and bruised and dishevelled, 
he hardly seemed of the same species with the spruce 
little master in the parlour; Kuphorion waf shocked 
to find that his manners were no less altered than his 
peisi^n, for liel>::r4^d with the servants in the stabfe, 
was for ever under the horses’ heels, and foremost 
in all games and spoils with the idle boys of the 
parish ; this w^as a sore otMnct in Euphovion’s eyes, 
for Ijgi^bliOrrcd low company, and being the first 
geffffanan of family, seemed cfcctennmcd to keep 
up to the title; misfortunes multiplied upon poor 
Gemellus, and every thing conspired to put him in 
complete disgrace, for he began to corrupt his bro- 
tijer, and was detected in debauching him to a game 
at erjeket, froift which Geminus was brought home 
with a bruise on the shin, that made a week’s work 
for the*surgeon ; and what was still worse, there was 
conviction ofAlie blow being given by a ball iVoiu 
.•Cemelliv>’s I5:u ; •this brought on a severe interdic-* 
*tion of al^fu*tlier fellowship between the b|plhers, 
and they were effcetuafty kept apart for*the future. 

A suspicipn now took place in the father’s mind, 
that Iremcllus^^ ni^e as little progress in his 
books, as he hao'y^ff^iannei^^fcii'W this was a 
discovery he couldvciit^^re upon in peison, he 
substituted hfs proi(Ey iOT"TW^inde^rtaking. ‘Gem^- 
lus had so many evasions and%///j^/4* in resource»that 
it was long before the clergyman could l^'ing the 
ca^to a hearing, and the report was not very fi- 
(miable in any sense to the unluck|r school-boy, 
jf Gemellus iiad been seizcik with a violent lit of 
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stnee^ing in the crisis of examination) to the great 
annoj’^ance of the Mforthy preceptor^ who was foiccd 
to li^^eak np the conference re infccid and in some 
disorder, for amongst other damages which had ac- 
crued to his person and ap()arel, he presented himself 
to the wondering eyes of Euphorion with a Huge 
black bush wig stuck full of paper darts, and as 
thickly s])iked as the buck of a porcupine. The 
culprit v^as instantly summoned and made no other 
defence, than that //ic?/ alipt oiti af Jtis hand^ and he did 
not go to do it. * Are these your Wectminster tricks^ 
sirrah f* cried the angry father, and aiming a blow 
at his scull with his crutch, brought the wrong per¬ 
son to the ground; for the nimble culprit had slipt « 
out of thc^ way, and Enphorion, being w^'kand 
gouty, literally foKowed the blow and was laid sprk wl- 
ing on the floor: Gemellus flew to his assistance, 
and jointly with the parson g^t him on his legs, but 
his anger was now so enflamed, that Gemellus was 
ordered out of the room under sentence of imrr],cdlate 
dismission to school; Euphorion dedared he w,as so 
totaljy spoilt, that he would not be troubled with 
him any longer in his family, else he would iii- 
stantJ-y have reversed his education ; it was now too 
date, (he observed to the parson, w^hilstbc wvis draw 
ing th^.paper darts frpi^vii^ tl^creforc Iv;* 

should return to the place from Vhence he came, 
and order was given for passing b^pai oftlby the stage 
next morning* * / 

A c!| ucstibrr^*. * ^« 5 skcd abo*tY*^iV§* boll day-task, hut 
Qeminus, who had en|-::cd his father’s cham¬ 

ber, in a mild anc^pacir^rig* ton«issured Euphorion 
that *his brother wa^ provided in that respect, for 
that he Jiiinself had done the task for him : this was 
pouring oil upon flame, and the idle culpriu^waa 
once more called to the bar to receive a most severe, 
reprimaikid for his n|||«iine£s in imposing on his bro* 
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ther’s good nature^ with many dunces and block¬ 
heads cast in his teeth, for not being able to do his ‘ 
own business. Gemellus was nettled with these 
reproaches, but more than all with his brothef for 
betraying him, and, drawing the task out of* his 
poc^ft, rolled it in his hand and threw it towards 
the author, saying ‘ he was a shabby fellow; and 
for his part he scorned to be obliged to any body, 
that would do a favour and then i>oast of it.’—Rc- 
collectine: himself it. a moment afterwards. He turnc<t 
towards his father^ and begged his pardon for all 
oft'ciTces; ‘ he h'ojifed lie was not such a blockheaS, 
but he could do his task, if he pleased, and he would 
instantly set about it and send it down, to convince 
him, that he could do his own business without any 
bocJ^J^rtielp.* So saying, he went out the room 
in great haste? and in less time ftian could be ex¬ 
pected brought down a portion of sacred exercise in 
hexameter verse, whitili the parson candidly declared 
was admirably well performed for his years, adding, 
tlRit although was not without faults, there were 
Bom(* passages, that bespoke the dawning of genius 
•—* 1 a^n oldiged to yf)u, Sir,’ saidGerncllus, ‘-it is 
more than I deserve, and 1 beg your pardon for the 
^impertinence, 5 have been guilty of.’—The •tears 
^started ifi his^^cs as he said this, and he departed^ 
ifrithoiit a®y answer froinThiB father. 

lie had no sooner left the room than he perceived 
Geminus had fol^wed him, and, being piqued with 
Ills late treatiffvvpj^’ tujr.^d round and with a dis¬ 
dainful look saidHH\^"rother (^1 you'ought 

to be ashamed of you,iC,elf ;.J;?you was at Westmin¬ 
ster, there is not a^oy in tnc^schQol would acknow¬ 
ledge you-after 80 scandalous a behaviour.’—‘ i care 
neither for you nor your school,’ answeri^ the dp- 
youth, ‘ it is you and not 1 should be ashamed 
of^!>hch reprobate manners, and 1 slfall report you 
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to my father/—‘ Do so,’ replied Gemellus, ‘ and 
take that with you into the bargain.*—This was 
immediately secoilded with a sound slap on the face 
witii his open hand, which however drew the blood 
in a stream from his nostrils, and he ran screamimjc 
to Eupliorion, who came out upon the alarm 
all the speed he could niuster. (vcmellus stood his 
ground, and alter a severe caning was ordered to ask 
pardon of his brether: this he peremptorily refused 
lo do, ailedgmg that he had been punished already, 
c|Jid to be beaten and beg pardon* too was more^thaa , 
he would submit too. No menaces being able to 
bring this refractory spirit to submission, he was 
sent off to school penny less, and a letter was written 
to the master, setting forth his offence, and in strong 
terms censqiring his want of discipline for nt>vrr.or- 
recting so stubborn a temper and 14o jdle a dispo- 
. sition. 


When he returned to scliofl the master sent for 


him to his house, and questioned him upon the mat-^ 
ter of complaint in his father’s letter,# ohserving that 
the charge being for offences out of school, he d’d 
not ihink it right to cull him* publicly to account; 
but as he believed him to be a hoy of honour, he 
pected to hear the whole truth fairly, related: thisu^ 
drew forth the whole narrative, and Gemellus was* 


dismisS'ed with a gentle wilmonition, diat coufd 
hardly be Construed into a rebuke. 

When the next holidays wer^ in approach,, Ge- 


mellu? received the foliowifS^^Jettodtom his brother. 

** .r t 


* Broihcr Geu^^llus 


or 


If you have duJy repented of‘your behaviour to 
me, “Jind will signdy your contrition, asking pardon 
as bccoires you for the violence you have commit¬ 
ted, I will intercede with my father, and hope.to 
obtain his jicfmission for your coming'honic in jhe 
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ensuing holidays: If not, you must take the con- . 
sequences and remain where you are, for on this 
condition only I am to consider myself. 

Your atlbctionatc brother, 

• Geminus/ 

To this letter Gemellus returned an answer as 
follows. 

‘ Dear Brother, 

J am sorry to find you still bear in mlncf a boyisfi 
quarrel so long ; be assured I have entirely f<>r- 
givcii your behaviour to me, but 1 cannot recollect 
any thing in mine to you, which I ought to ask 
your pardon for: whatever consequences may bclal 
me fgj^nut complying with your condition, 1 shall 
raffixin , 

Your aji'cciioxiaLc uiDLucr, 

Gemellus.* * 


NUMBER XXXVIJ. 


H^aturu Ui illipm^er es, consiliis e^o. 

^ • itRENT. 

By nature you’re his father; I by counsel. 

COLMAN. 

This letter of Gemellus ^ resentments 

are not easily dislo>^ged fronarrow minds; Eu- 
phorion had not 4 )eriSv-''*i‘in to distinguish between 
the characteis of his children ; lie saw no meanness 
in the sly insidious manners of his bomebrM fa¬ 
vourite, nor any sparks of generous prkle in trfie 
L^c^'xdy inflexibility of Gemellus; he little knew the 
l«gh principle of honour, w]^ich even the youngest 

y 2 
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spirits communicate to each other in the habits and 
manners of a public school. He bitterly inveighed 
against his neighbour the lawyer for persuading 
him to such a fatal system of education, and when¬ 
ever they met in company their conversatio.i was 
engrossed with continual arguings and reproach- 
ings; for neither party receded from his point, and 
Gemellus’s advo^jate was as little disposed to give 
lum up,*as his father was to excuse him. At last 
they came to a compromise, by which Eupliorion 
agreed to charge his estate with an'Annuity fot the 
education and support of Gemellus, which annuity 
duriii" his nonage was to be received and adminis- 
tered by the said lawyer, and Gerninus left heir of 
the whole fortune, this ^loderatc encumbrak.''e ex¬ 
cepted. 

The disinterested and proscribed offender was 
now turned over to the care of the lawyer, who re¬ 
gularly defrayed his school expences, and never failed 
to visit him at those periods, when country jirar^ 
titioners usually resort to town. ' I'he boy, ap- 
prizefi of his situation, took no further ]>a^i)S to 
assuage his father's resentment, but full of resources 
within himself, and possessed of an rxtive and as- 
.piring genius, pressed forward in his business, and ' 
soon fqnnd himself at tbc l^ipad of the scl^ool, with 
the reputation of being the best scholar in it. 

He had formed a close friends^»p, according to 
the custom of great schools j^with ^aVjy of his own 
age, th^ sontSif-^fcHMibleman ofMitgn distinction, in 
wlimsc family GemcHus^as^^reat favourite, and 
where be never failed to his holidays, when the 
school adjourned. Hi§ good friend and guardian 
the lawyer saw the advantages of this early con¬ 
nection in their proper light, and readily coiiscn^^ 
to admit his ward of the same college in the uiiiver- 
rity, when Gemellus itud his friend had coinplcated 
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Here the attachment oV 


these young men became more and more solid, as * 
they advanced nearer to manhooc>, and after a course 
of academical studies, in which Gemellus stil^ im¬ 


proved the reputation he brought from Westmin¬ 
ster^ It was proposed that he should accompany his 
friend upon his travels, and a proper governor was 
engaged for that service, 'f'his proposal rather stag¬ 
gered Gemellus’s guardian on thctscore of expence, 
and he now found it necessary for the firit time t6 
. open himself to Jiiiphorion. With this intent he 
called upon himoHe morning, and taking him asiefe, 
told him, he was come to confer with him on the 


subject of Gemellus—‘ 1 a\ij sorry for it,’ inter¬ 
posed Eu])horion. ‘ Hold, Sir,* answered the iaw- 
yc V ‘'’Interrupt me not if yoo please; though Gemel¬ 
lus is my waref, he is your son; and if you have the 
natural feelings of a lather, you will be proud to ac- , 
knowledge yourrighvin him as such’—As he was 
sneaking these words, an awkward servant burst 
into fhe roomp and staring with flight and confu¬ 
sion* told liis master there was a great lo'rd in a line 
equi{)»gc had actually driven up to the hall door, 
jind was asking to speak with him. Euphorioifs 
» surpriie was. row little less than his servant’^, and 
» not being in^the habit oj receiving visits from j)co-^ 
pie ofdisftnction^he eagerT)®dcinauded of thdiiawycr 
who this visitor could possibly be, and casting an 
eye of emba’iT^ssfner.t upon his gouty foot—‘ 1 am . 
not tit to lie said flc, ‘ and cannot tell Jiow to 
escape; for heavAi’s sake ! go tl’nd sec who this vi¬ 
sitor is, and keep Jiitn froin the sight of me, if it 4)0 
2 )os.sible.’ , • 

Kuphorion bad scarce done speaking, whdh the 
door was thro^t'n open, and the noble straiager, who 
no less a person than the father of GemcUus’s 
friend, made hi^ approach, ^nd iuifing introduced 
• V 3 
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, himself to Euphorlon, and apologized for the abrupt¬ 
ness of his visit, proceeded to explain the occa¬ 
sion of it in the following words‘ I wait upon 
you,’ Sir, with a request, m which 1 flatter myself I 
shall be seconded b}' tliis worthy gentlemai^ here 
present: you have the honour to be father to ons of 
the most amiable and accomplished young men I 
ever knew; it may not become me to speak so 
warmly g>f my ofvn son as perhaps 1 might with 
truth, but 1 flatter myself it will be some recom- 
m^pndation of him to your good opinion, whpn I 
tell you that he is the friend and intimate of your 
Gemellus: they have now gone through school and 
college together, and according to my notions of 
the world such early connections, when they ^re well 
chosen, are* amongst the chief advantages of a p^irblic 
education; but as I now purpose to send my son 
upon his travels, and in such a manner as I flatter 
myself will be for his benef?c and improvement, I 
hope you will pardon this intrusion, when 1 inforijti 
you that the object of it is to solicit) your co*hseut 
that Gemellus may accompany him/ 

Kuphorion's countenance, v^liilst this speetih was 
addressed to him, underwent a variety of changes;, 
surprize at hearing such an unexpept^ character of 
his son was strongly exprost; a gleam 6fj^ seemecj 
to breaU out, but was soon dispelled by shame and 
vexation at the reflection of havingr abandoned him; 
he attempted to speak, but confusion (ihoaked him ; 
he cast-a look of embarrassment i^on the lawyer, 
but the joy and triumph, which nis features exhi¬ 
bited, appeared to him like insul;|t, and he turned 
his eyjes on the grdundtin silence and despair. No 
one emotion had escaped the observation of Gemel- 
lus’s patrdn, who, turning to the lawyer, said^c 
believed he nejd not affect to be ignorant of 
mellus’s situation, and«then addressing himself agaim 
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to Kuphorion—* I can readily understand,’ said he,. 
‘ that such a proposal as 1 have now opened to you, 
however advantageous it mighf promise to be to 
your son, would not correspond with your ideas in 
point of cxpence, nor come within the compass of 
thirt limited provision, which you have thought fit 
to appoint for him ; this is a matter, of which I have 
no pretensions to speak ; you have disposed of your 
fortune between your sons in th8 proporj^ions you 
thought fit, and it must be owned a youth, who has 
ka4 a ciomestvp education, stands the most in n^ed 
of a father’s help, from the little chance there is of 
his being able to take care of himself: Gemellus has 
talents that must secure his fortune, and if iny scr- 
vicc^^in assist him, they shall never be wanting; 
in The mean t^me it is very little ^br to say that 
my purse will furnish their joint occasions, whilst 
they arc on their travels, and Gemellus’s little fund,’ 
which IS in honest aiTd friendly hands, will accumu* 
l^itc in the interim.’ 

■JCfie Icngth^of this speech would have given Eii*^ 
phorion time to recollect himeelf, if the matter of it 
had rfot presented scfme unpleasant truths to Kis re- 
•flection, whi^h incapacitated him from malting a 
deliberjjtc rCpiy.; he made a shift however to ham^ 
^er out sonfe broken sc«iie^ces, and with as good a 
grace as^ie coukl, attempted to palliafij hi?neglect 
of Gemellus by j)leadinghis infirm statcof health, and 
retirement fr«m the world—he hail put him into the' 
hands of his friend, who was present, and a»he best 
knew what answer to give to the proposal in ques¬ 
tion, he referrediiis lordship to him and would alfide 
by his decision—he was glad to* hear so favourable 
an account ofjliim—it was far beyond his expecta¬ 
tions; he hoped his lordship’s partiality Voulcl flot 
be deceived in him, and he was than|j;ful for the kind 
CBcpressions he had thrown A>ut of his future good 
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f)i]^crs .'incl protection.——The noble visitor now de¬ 
sired Iciive to iiitiotlucc his son, who was waiting 
in the coach, and hnped Gemellus ini^^ht be allowed 
to pa*y his duty at the same time. This w^as a sur¬ 
prise upon Kuj)liorion, which he could not pjirry, 
and the }Oiing friends were immediately ushered: in 

the ei^ulting lawyer. Gemdins commanded him¬ 
self with great adilic.^s; but the father’s look, when 
he hrst di'‘Covered an elegant and manly youth in 
the blooiS of health and comeliness, wath an open 
countenance, wdiei'c genius, courage, and jihilan- 
tliropy w'f re charattcrised, is not to be described : it 
was a inixt expression of .shame, conviction, and re¬ 
pentance ; nature had ,her share in it; paiental lovc 
seemed to catch a glance, as it were, by steal^i; he 
was silent, und his lips efuivered with the suj^fc^st 
emotions of his heart. Ciemcllus approached and 
.made an humble obeisance; Kuphorion stretched 
forth his hand; he seized it In'twcen his, and reve¬ 
rently jiressed it to his lij)s. ^'heir meeting was not 
intciriipted by a word, and the silence was ’only 
broken by hiy lord, who told Cycrnellus in a Tow 
voice,‘ that his father had consented to his rcf^ucst, 
and he had no longer cause to apprehend a sc])ara- 
lion ffom his frieJid : the honest lawyer now could 
flo /onger rejircss his ecstacj, but running to (^eniel- 
lus, wh^?mcuhis ernbiacc^'with* opcn^firms, f^iowcrcd 
a flood of te'ars upon his neck, and received the tii- 
•butc of gratitude and affection in fetijfu upon .his 
own. 

When their sjdrits w’crc a composed, Gc- 
meKus requested to see his brother; a summons 
:was accorilingly issued, ,and Geminus made his en¬ 
trance* The contrast which this niectjng exhibited, 
s(>akc in st 4 onger terms than languagli can supply, 
the decided prelerence of a public anti libera! systt^n 
of education, to^ihc natrow maxims oi private and 
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domestic tuition. On Gemellus’s part all was can* 
dour, openness uiid cordiality ; he hoped all childisli 
differences were forgiven ; tor his share, if he called 
them to remembrance, it was only to regret, that.he 
had been so long separated from a brother, who was 
natrJrally so dear him; for the remaiiuls"!’ of their 
lives he persuaded hirnsell they should be twins in 
affection, hs well as in birth. On the side of Ge* 
minus there was some acting, and^somc nayirc ; bu^ 
both were specimens of the worst sort; hypocrisy 
plajfted his part bijt awkwardly, and nature gavewa 
sorry sample of her performances. 

A f«^w words will suffice to wind up their histories, 
so far at least as they need be explained:. Euiihorion 
died pjion after this interview; Geminus inherited 
hisifortunc, upon his very firjit comfng to Lon* 
don was cajoled into a disgraceful marriage with a 
cust-off mistress, whom he became acquainted with | 
duped by a profligate and plundered by sharpers, 
mjde a miserable waste both of money and rep’u* 
tatiem, and iii^thc event became a pensjoner of his 
brother. Gemellus with great natural talents, im* 
proveS by education *and experience, with an excel* 
lent nature ai^l a laudable ambition, seconded.by a 
' very poiverfui connection, soon rose to a distinguish*^ 
‘ gd situation fn the state,®wj>ere 
act a conspicuous part* to the 
try, and with nq^less reputation to himself. 


ne yet conti^iues to 
honour his coun* 
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NUMBER XNWIII. 


TanUun rdf^io pnfuii smidcre tnalorum. ' 

LUCRT rirs. 


5uol\ cruchi'JS rtMlgioii could persuade. 

CRtrcn. 


I RTMi'MiJER to have read an account in a foreign 
Gazette of a dreadful fire, which broke out so sud¬ 
den'y in a house, where a great many pcopFe were 
asseinblctl, that five hundred person.s perishe^miscr- 
ably in the'flames : the compiler of this account iJub- 
jnins at the foot of the above melancholy article, 
that il is with satisfaction he can assure his readers. 


all tlic above persons were Jew's, 

These poor people seem the hutt, at which all 
sects and persuasions level their contcvmpt: they are 
Sojourners and aliens in every kingdom on earth, and 
yet few have the hospitality *to give th<m a wel¬ 
come, i do not know any good reason why these 
unha|)py wiuuleicrs arc so treated, fon they do not 
'intrude u[)fm the labourer.or manufacti.rer; they do 
not buVtl.cr? the state v^ilh fheir poor, fii/ll here at 
least they’neither till the caith, nor work at any 
craft, but content themselves in f:;ci[ieral to hawk 
about a lew reiuse ni'niufaciures, and buy up a few 
cast-off clothes, which ho man mctlnnks would envy 
them the monopoly oD- 

It is to the honour oif^our nation, that wc tolerate 
them in the exereij-e oi’their religion-, for which Mic 
In<piisiti<n would tie them to a stake and commit 
them to the flames, in some parts of the world .the 
burning of a ‘ Jew makes a festival for all good 



OBSERVER. 


NO 38. 



Christians ; it brings vain ami plenty in scnsnns of ^ 
drought and famine ; it m.iLcs utonrincnt iov tlu* sins 
of the people, and mitigates the Viuth of an aveng¬ 
ing Providence. Wherever they aic obliged tef con¬ 
ceal their religion, they geneially overact their hy¬ 
pocrisy, and crowd their liouscs with saints and vir¬ 
gins, whilst crucitixes, chat ms and relinks aie hung 
in numbeifs round their necks. 'The son of .Icwisli 


jvarents is brought up in the most rigid exercises of 
mortification and penance, and wlicti the desiincTl 


moment is in ne?ifr approach, when the parent niyst 
impart the drcadtid secret ol his laith, every contriv¬ 
ance is put in practice to disgust and weary him 
with the laborious lunctions^r their ostensible reli¬ 


gion : when this preparatory rigour is perceived to 
*tal*e eiTect, and the age of\he son is ilpl for the oc¬ 
casion, the fattier takes him Into tne inmost chamber 


of his house, fastens all the doors, surveys every 
avenue with the mftst mysterious atientiun, and 
drawing his sword witli great solemnity, thretws 
Hims^ilfon hi%knecs at his foot, and la)ing ojien liis 
breast, invites him to thrust the point to his heart 
—‘ F*or know, my he cries, ‘ 1 am a as 
.all my fathers were: kill me therefore on the s[!()t, 
or conform to the religion of your ancestors, for yon^ 
arc damned* as a catnojjf, if, kuowinir what you 
\now, yfm neglect to^ietrffy me— I’ftis, 1 have 
reason to believe, is no feigned anecdote* but a true 


accountofll^scf-^ecretmcaburcs, which many Jewish 
families to this hour niflsuc tfr continuing the p'.ac- 
tice of their religion and faring thetUMlvcs .roin 
discovery, wheij the conlequciices would be*so 
fatal. \ • 

.Having thus, by way of prelude, briefly informed 
mv readers what these nu^erable people tire sidH’r- 
iiig in some c-ountries, where they are secretly ’et* 
l]cd, 1 shall now proceed to J^y before them a letter 
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which I have lately received from one of that per¬ 
suasion, complaining of certain indignities and vexa¬ 
tions from the humours of our common people, 
whirfi, although they are but trifles compared to 
what 1 have been describing, are nevertheless unbe¬ 
coming the character of so illuminated and bch^vo- 
lent a nation as we have the honour to bclonir to. 

D 

Sir, ' 

* I AM A'man, who stick close to my business, and 
am married to a sober industrious w’oraan, whom I 
should be glad now and then toUreat with a p’lay, 
which is the only public amusement she has ever ex¬ 
pressed a wish to be indulged in; but 1 am really 
under such difficulties, that 1 dare not carry her 
thither, aiui at the same time do not like to ifl!s"c( 3 ver 
my reasons for it,' as I should be sorr^*^ to give her a 
. dislike to the country she is in. 

\ ou must know, Sir, 1 aiiiiea .lew, and probably 
have that national cast of countenance, which a peo- 
j>le so separate and unmixt may well be 
to have : tfic consequence of this is, that J no sooner 
enter a playhouse, than I finciiall eyes turned ujion 
me ; if this were the worst, I would strive to jmt as 
good‘'a face upon it as I could; but tlii,sis sure to be 
'followed up with a thoiy^and scurrilities, wliich 1 
shouldcblush to repeat,♦amiiwhich 1 cant ot think 
of subjectirfg rny w-ife to hear. 

As 1 should really take great pleasure in a good 
play, if I plight be p^.rmitted to sit it'out in peace, 
I have tried every pans^of the hom.c, but the front 
beexes, where I observcY^ucb a line of bullies in the 
back, that even ifj wjr<i*e a Chrij^tian I would not 
Venture amongst them ; but I no sooner, put 1113 - 
^/ Jicift'ifl into m obscure corner of the gallery, than some 
' follow roars out to his comrades —Swuke the J/S / 
•^SmoAc the cuUning little htaatn/’^Thruw him oict\ 
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says anctlicr, hand occr ike smoutch /~Onf vid'k Ski/- • 
iock^ cries a third, vuf with thepoimd of nia/ds fftsk — 
Bycklcs and Lnfhns ! Spec fades / bawls out a fjjurtli 
~and so on through the whole gallery, till 1 am 
forced to retire out of the theatre, amongst liooriiigs 
and* hissings, Avith a shower of rotten apples and 
chewed oranges vollied at my head, ■whtn all the 
ofibnee Mhave "iven is an humble oH'er to be a 
peaceable s])cctatov, jointly with them, ofdhc sain^ 
common amuseraciit. 

l#hopc 1 shi>,U ri>t incur your displeasure if 1 a' cul¬ 
ture to say this is not very manly treatment in a 
great and gencions people, wdiich 1 always took the 
Englisli to be ; I have lodged my property, which 
is nothin considerable, In tjiis country, and having 
no tibiding-plfw:c on this earth, A^hich f could call 
my own, 1 have made England my choice, thinking 
it the safest asylum ^that a wanderer and an alien 
could fly to ; 1 hope 1 have not been mis taken pn 
i:gy opinion of it ; it has frequently fallen in my 
Wiiy*to shew dbrne kindnesses to your countrymen 
in foreign parts, and^ some are yet liiung, wIvj, if 
they would speak the truth, must confess that their 
best friend ii^life is a Jew ; but of these things I 
scorn to boast ? however. Sir, I must own it gavc^ 
me some^)aui the othgi* night to lind^mysglf A-^ery 
roughly handled^y a seafaring fellow, whom 1 re¬ 
membered well finough in a most piteous condition 
at Algiers, wticrc I haddhe goodwill to relieve him 
and set him at hljprty with own money :*1 hope 
lie did not recollect me; lipay I hope not for tjie 
honour of humaft nature, mt I am much afraid he 
did /this 1 am suic would be called ingratitude even 
in a heathen, f * ^ ^ 

h observe AAdth much condern that your great 
writers of plays take <lclight in hai'hging us i»ut to 
pftblic ridicule and contempt on all occasions: if 
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ever they are in search of a rogue, an usiin^r, or a 
buhoon, they are sure to make a Jew serve the turn ; 
I verily believe the odious character of Shy lock has 
brought little less persecution upon us poor scattered 
sons of Abraham, than the Inquisition itself As 
1 am interested to know if this blood-thirsty villain 
really existed in nature, and have no means to satisfy 
my curiosity but your favour, 1 take the liberty 
humbly »to request that }"on will tell me how the 
case truly stands, and whether we must of necessity 
crivn this Shylock; also J shoulcj be glad to know 
of w'hich tribe this fellow was, for if such a mon¬ 
ster did exist, 1 have strong suspicion he will tuin 
out a Samaritan. Ab 1 cannot doubt but a £:cntle- 
man of your great learning knows all thestv things 
correctly, 1 shalk wait your answer with the most 
anxious impatience; and pray be particular as to 
the tribe of Judah, for if nothing less than half my 
fortune could oust him there, I would pay it down 
to be rid of such a rascal. 

Your G')mpliance with the above wnll be, the 
greatest obligation you can confer u]ion. 

Sir, 

Your most devoted * 

^ humble servant, , 

. 'A BRAIIAM 

» 

P.S. I hope I shall not give offence .by adding a 
postscript, to say, that if you could pcrJiuad'e one 
of the gentlemen cf^oJadies who^write plays (witli 
all of whom 1 concbtde you have great interest), 
to give us poor Jews 'a kind lift* in a * new come- 
dys 1 am bold to piV^mise we should not prove 
ungrateful on a third night. ^ A. A. 

/ 

^ The comedy has been written uiul acted ; Mr. Abral,um> 
lias had his wish in the matter of the prombe he seenis io 
have reckuiied tvithout his )iost. 
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If I had really that interest with my ingenious 
contempoiarics, which .Mr. Ahrahams gives me ' 
credit i’ur, 1 would not hesitate* to exert it in his 
service; but as I am afraid this is not the c«se, I 
have taken the only method in my power ot being 
u.sc£u! to him, and have published his letter, . 

As for Shylock, who is so obnoxious to my cor- 
rcspondeiW:, 1 wish I could prove him the son of a 
Samaritan as clearly as Simon Maigus; but 1 flatter 
myself the next best thing for his purpRse is tf> 
prciye him tlie soi>of a poet, and that I will endea¬ 
vour to do in my very next paper, with this further 
satisfaction to Air- Abrahams, that 1 do not despair 
of taking him down a step ij:i his jiedigvee, which 
lor a ][jo'-‘tical one is, as it now stands, of the very 
liiX family in the kingdoih. 

As foi thc*vulgar fun of Av/zoff ?a jee?, which 
so prevails amongst us, ] am persuaded that iny« 
countrymen are muCh too generous and good-na¬ 
tured to sport with the feelings of a fellow-creature, 
were ^nce fairly convinced that a Jew -is 
their fcllow-creafftre, and really has fellow-feelings 
with •their own : stitisfy them in this point*, and 
.their humanity will do the rest ; i will therefore 
hope that nc?hing more is wanting in behalf bf my 
^coruspbiident (who sc^yis a very worthy inan),^ 
than to •j[)ut tl^ foll<twin'^ short queetion* to his 
persecutors—‘ Hath not a Jew eyes ? *hath not a 
Jew hands,^r^uns, dimensions, senses, affections,* 
jiassioiis ? Fed with tlfe sarpe food, hurt ^dth the 
same weapons, Subject to Cic same diseases, healed 
hy the same meiyjs, warmei^ and cooled by the s»me 
suiAnier and winter, as a CJiristian is ? If you prick 
tkem, do they not bleed } If you tickle the*m, do 
they not lau^i ? If you j)cispn them, 4o they rfiot 
the ?*—rhe man who can give a serious answer to 
these questions, and yet py'sist iif persecuting an 
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iinofli'nflinsr brin", because he is a Jew, whatever 

^ ® 1**1 
touiitiy he ni;iy claim, or whatever religion he may 

proi'ess, has the soul ot an inquisitor, and is fit for 

nothuii^ else but to feed the fires of an Auto da JFt*. 

V\ lun J turn iny thouj.!;hts to the past and present 
situation of this peculiar people, 1 do not sec how 
any C'liristian nation according to the sjiirit of their 
icligion can refuse admission to the who, in 

con)})lctipn of those very ])io])hecies on which 
Christianity icsts, aie to be scattered and dissemi- 
riti^ted amongst all people and na/ions over the face 
of the earth. It seems therefore a thing as incon¬ 
sistent with the spirit of those prophecies for any 
one nation to attempt-to expel them, as it would be 
to incorporate them. t* 

The sin* and pbduracy of their forefathers 'arc 
amongst the undoubted records of our gospel, but 
I doubt if this can be a sufficient reason, why we 
should hold them in such general odium tlirough so 
many ages, seeing how naturally the son foiiow;s 
the faith of,the father, and how much too genertti a 
thing it is among.'^t mankind to prole.ss any pipticu- 
lar form of religion, that devolves upon them by 
inheritance, rather than by free electio.n and coiivic- 
,tion of reason founded upon examination, 

J.ct me ])ut the case o>'a man borli a^lcw, and 
settled ^n a kingdom where the Inquisition is in 
force; can he reconcile his natural feelings to a 
conversion in favour of that churck, winch* de¬ 
nounces everlasting d^diination against him, if he 
does not betray the seeVts of his parents, and im¬ 
peach them to the Jn^uisitlon for the concealed 
religion, which he knbws they practise, though 
they do not profess ? 

jf we aj^ C'hristians o-wc some respect to the Jews 
as the jitople chosen by God to be the keepers'of 
those prophetic records which announce the coming 
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of the Mt’ssias, we owe it also to the truth of his¬ 
tory to confess, that the hope indulged by them’ 
that his coming would bring ftmporal as well as 
spiritual salvation, was general to all the nttion. 
Tiicij* ancient sages had united the military with 
the*pi*opheiic character ; some had headed their ar¬ 
mies; all had gone forth with them, and even their 
women had contributed to the downfal of their 


enemies and oppressors : they Ifud been delivered 
from their Egyptian and Babylonish thAldom 
ih% arm of Codj the yoke of Rome laiil no less 
heavy on their necks; and they regarded their 
former deliverances as types and forerunners of the 
gieater deliverance to come,#when the Son of God 
shouii descend upon earth in the plenitude of Ins 
j) 0 ’\ver to rijJ them from thei^ enemies and op¬ 
pressors. 

in place of this glittering but delusive vision they, 
beheld a meek and Ifuinblc man, a teacher of peace¬ 
ful doctrines, who went about preaching forgiveness 
oi^injurlcs and submission to authorities. 'I’lrcy 
asked him (and the question was a proving one) 
whertier he would have them render tribut<? unto 


C^iCSiir i lie fold them, in reply, they should render 
unto (^aesarth^ things that were Caesar’s, triSute to 
.whom tribftte was du%t mortifying reply I esetin- 
gnishin^ at ormc thftr lApes and tlfeir Uhibition. 
Still there was something about him itfat convei ted 
many and staggered all ; never man s])olce as ho 
spoke, never man did what i/.e did ; he had evident 
I)ower of working miracle>:; the hand of God was 
with him, and the operatipns of nature were ufcdcr 
hi^ coutroul : his power.%was®great, but was not 
great to* theif purposes, and therefore they denied 
thjat it was derived from Gpd ; they oiiargcd Aim 
v*ith being a magician, and casting out dcvilc by 
•the aid ol* the prince of th^devils* A likely iuter- 
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course between the representatives of light and of 
darkness ; a notable collusion between Iteavcn and 
hell ; if lkel7A‘bub*was to be charged with conspir- 
inc^ to cast out Ceelzebub, it was at least incumbent 
on the abettors of the charge to proAe that any 
being, endowed with such powei, coukl be so*dc- 
void of intelligence. 

Conviction and tebuke only rendered tkem more 
fu rions and invettvate ; dcsp.nring at length of cni- 
j?loylng his power against Uome, they resolved 
upon turning the power (jf Ro^nic ^against hvai : 
they impeached him IkIoic IMatc the Roman pro¬ 
curator : Pilate unwillingly, at their urgent rc(|ui- 
sition, sentenced him* to ignominious execution ; 
disa\o\ving in the strongest terms Ins share* in the 
act, and by the bgurative cx('u]patio>n of washing 
his hands in ])ublic views purifying (as far as such 
a ceremony could purif)) his tribunal from tlic 
guilt of spilling innocent blood. 

C’an it be a wonder with us at this hour that thp 
Jews should persist in a\ owing their unbelief in*ilie 
Messias? it they admit the evidences ot the ('hris- 
tian religion, do they not become their own ac¬ 
cusers ? And this, although it be no iicason why a 
,jnan should shut his eyes against the truth, \vill yet 
be a motive, allowing for ti \o imperfection of huinani 
natuie/wbv’he should not seek fo^rit. 
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I sTjcnl^T.Y hinted in my former paper that the 
Jew of A cnice would not turn out to be |Jie proj^r 
offspring of Shak’speare, and as the researches of 
hi» commcnfcitoA have settled this point so clearly 
againthe legitimacy of Shy lock, 1 may leave it 
with the reader’s judgment to decide, whether he 
formed his drama immediat^y from the Preorone of 
Fforn.4J/t(f, borrowing tli^ incident of the caskets 
from Hoccacft; or at second hanc^, as some suppose, 
from an old ballad formed upon that story. 

But 1 had a farmer object in the hint I theti 
dropped, suggested to me by the perusal of a very 
ljuvigus old novel written by Thomas Nashr^ and 
pff^lishcd ill 1594, in titled The UnfortMnafe Travel^ 
or file Ijffe of J^ckr Wilfoiu The hero js de¬ 
scribed to be one of the court-pages belonging to 

* J Icnry the Eighth, and is made to play a nunftber of 
roguish pranks*in the camp of that monarch befortf 

• J'ourna]^ Tie trave;Js®i® Munster Germany, 
where he falls ift with John of Leyden* the famous 
fanatic, and is^present at his defeat by the Jmperi-^ 
alists; here lie meets l^rd Henry Howard, Earl of 
Surry, and accompanies him to Venice,‘passing 
through Wittenberg, where he has an interview 
wirii Luther anfl Carlostadius ;^from thence he re¬ 
pairs to JRomq, where he relates a series of strange 
adventures, by which he is thrown into the haptls 
of a Jew named Zadock, physician to rope file- 
mt^nt VllL and having forfeited lits life to him by 
fhelaw, the Jew gets the pel^on of Jacke Wilton in 
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]imbo, with an intent to anatomize him, and whilst 
he is dieting and bleeding him for that purpose, the 
Marchioness of Mantua, the Pope’s mistress, spies 
him out from her balcony, and being smitten with 
his appearance, contrives to get him out of Zadock’s 
hands, by persuading his holiness to banish alllhe 
%Icws from Rome and confiscate their effects, upon 
a charge she sets up against them. ^ 

With this intetliijence, Zadock is accosted by a 
brother Jew called Zachary, ‘ who comes running 
to4iira in sackcloth and ashes, presently after .Jiis 
goods were confiscated, and tells him now he is 
served, and what decree is coming out against 
them all.’ 

I have made an extract of this interview bait ween 
Zadock and Zachkry, which the reader will observe 
by the date was j)uhlishcd before Shakspeare wrote 
■ his Merchant of Venice, and as the critics seem 
agreed that he was conversant in other works of ^ 
!Nashe, it is highly probable that this history (>f 
Jackc JVdtor. had also been in his hzhads ; I do^/fot 
mean to infer that Shakspeare took his character of 
Shy lock from this of Nashe’s Zadock, for there is 
nothkig that can warrant such an infarcnce ; but I 
'shall submit the following dialogue as an extraor¬ 
dinary ^specimen of stK^ig^ impassioned- writing# 
which though it will not stand ^y Shakspeare’s 
scene between Sbylock and Tubal ip dramatic terse¬ 
ness, has nevertheless a forcQof expression, that'will 
bear a comparison with that or any other passage in 
ouf old dramatic writers. 

Zachary having made his repcfit as above, the 
authoiT thus proceeds \o the introduction o^* his 
chief speaker—* Descriptions stand by ! here is *to 
be expressed the fury of Lucifer, when he was 
turned over bca.veu’s bar for a wrangler: there h a 
toad-fish# which taken out 0 / the water swells 
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more than one would think his skin could hold, and. 
bursts in bis face that touches him ; so swelled 
Zadock, and was ready to burst out of his skin^ 
and shoot his bowels like chain shot full in Za¬ 
chary’s face, for bringing him such baleful tidings; 
his«eycs glared and burned like brimstone and aqua 
vitae set on fire in an egg-shell, his very nose light¬ 
ened gloW-worins; his teeth cracked and grated 
together like the joints of a higllf building rocking 
like a cradle, when as a tempest takes her full butt 
against her liro{{lside: he swore and curst, and 
said— 

* 'riic^e be they that worship that crucified God 
of Nazareth ; here is the frifils of their new-found 
gospel#; suljihur and gunpowder carry’^ them all 
quick to (k*lv’nnah ! 1 w'onld sjiend my soul wil¬ 
lingly to have this triplehcaded Pope, with all his 
sin-absolved whores, and oil-greased priests, born 
like a black saint on the devil’s backes in proccssjon 

th^e pit of perdition. Would 1 might sink pre¬ 
sently into tli!: earth, so 1 might blpw up this 
Rome, this whore of Babylon, into the air wit^i my 
breatfi! 1 f I must be banished, if these, heathen dogs 
•will needs rejs rnc of my goods, I will poisoa their 
springs^ and c»nduit-hca^ds, whence they receive* 
ihelr wa^r Sll about ^tll(?^ity. 1 wilji ’tieg all the 
young ctiildren fnto my house that 1 tjaii get, and 
cutting their thpats, barrel them up in powdering _ 
bcel^ tubs, iifld so send^them to victual the Pope’s 
gnllies, Kre th^ officers come to extend,* 1 will 
bestow an hundred pounds op a dole of brqpd, 
which 1 will cafise to be kneaded with scorpion’s 
oilj^that may kill more thaif the*i)lague. I wSl hire 
them that malje their wafers, or sacramentary Gods, 
to.mix them after the same «ort, so in the zcaf of 
thtir superstitious religion shall th^y languish and 
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,drop like carrion. If there be ever a bbispheinous 
conjurer that can call the winds from the:r brazen 
caves, and make the clouds travel before their time, 
1 will give him the other hundred pounds to disturl) 
the heavens a whole w^eek together wMth thunder 

r> p 

and lightning, if it be for nothing but to sousbaU 
the wines in Rome, and turn them to vinegar : as 
long as they have either oil or wine, this plague 
feeds butjpinchingly upon them.’ 

* Zadock, Zadock,’ said Zacharj^ cutting him 
off*, ‘ thou threatenest the air, whilst wc perish Ij^ere 
on earth : it is the Countess Juliana, the Marquis of 
Mantua’s wife, and no other, that hath coniplottcd 
our confusion; ask i.ot how, but insist on mv 
words, and assist in revenge.* , 

‘ As how, as hq.w ?’ said Zadock, ^hrugging ant! 
shrubbing ; ♦ More happy than the patnaudis were 
1 , if crushed to death with the greatest torments 
Rome’s tyrants have tried, there might be quintes- 
sehced out of me one quart of precious poison. 1 
have a leg with an issue, shall 1 cut it oli*, and^feron 
this fount of corruption extract a venom worse tlwvi 
any serpent’s ? If thou wilt, 1 will go to a house that 
is infected, where catching the plaguy, and having 
a running sore upon me, 1 will come and^deliver 
a supplication, and breathe upon her, when J 
,am peri4ctc;ji with more putrefacticn.’ 

Zadock in conclusion is taken up and executed, 
and the description of his tortures is terrible in the 
extreme ; every circumstance attending them is mi¬ 
nutely delineated in colours full as strong as the 
above. t 

1 persuade myscif the reader will not be icUs'- 
pleased, if 1 lay before him one extract more, *in 
which he lidicules the affected dress and mannerr^ of 
the travelled gcjptlemen of his day : if we cout<;iH^ 
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plate it as a painting of two hundred years standings 
1 think it must be allowed to be a very curious 
sketch. • 

‘ What is there in France to be learned more than 
in h^gland, but falsehood in friendship, perfect slo- 
\'Cftry, and to love no man but lor my pleasure ? 1 
have known some that have continued tliere by the 
space oi'thalf a dozen years, and when they come 
home, they have hid a little weef^sh lean face under 
a broad French hat, kept a terilble coil wifh the dust 
inutile street jn ijjeir long cloaks of grey paper, and 
spoken Knglisli strangely. Nought else have they 
j)ioKten by their travel, but to distinguish the true 
Bourdeaux. grape, and knc#w a cup of neat Gas- 
cnign^ wine from wine of Orleans ; yea and perad- 
venlure this jjso, to esteem of p—as a pimple, 
to wear a velvet patch on their face, and walk me- 
lancholy with their arms folded. * 

‘ From Spain wfiat bringeth our traveller? A 
ull-crowned hat of the fashion of an old deep 
iwjriugcr; a^diminutive alderman’s ruff with short 
strings, like the droppings of a man’s nose; a close- 
bellied doublet corning down with a peake behind 
■ as far as tly Cfupper, and cut off before by the 
breustjboni/ like a partlet or ncckercher; a wid^ 
^pair of gas(?oynes, whiitfi^mgathcred would make a 
couple ol woiifcu’s fidin^-kirtles; Btjge %angersj» 
that have Jtalf a cow-hide in them ; a raj)ier that is 
lineally desaenSed from half a dozen dukes at the 
least: let his cloak be as long or as short as you 
will; if long, it is taced with Turkey grogeran ra- 
\ellcd ; if slioittit hath a cape like a calf's tongue, 
anA is not so deep in his whole length, nor sq much 
doth in’it 1 will justify as only the standing cape of 
:id)utchman’*5 cloak. I havfi not yet tbuched^all, 
t>r he hath in either shoe as mu^h taffaty for his 
tyings, as would serve for a» ancient; which serveth 
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liim (ir you wouKl have the mystery of it) of the 
own accord tor a shoe-rag. If you talk with him, 
he makes a dishclofti of his own country in compa¬ 
rison of Spain ; but if you urge him particularly 
wherein it exceeds, he can give no instance, 4ut in 
Spain they have better bread th.ui any we htfve ; 
when (poor hungry slaves!) they may crumble it 
into water well tnougli, and make inison*:; with it, 
for they have not good morsel of meat, except it 
be salt pilchers, to eat with it, all the year "long ; 
and, which is more, the^^ arc pooj* beggars, and lie 
in foul straw ever}'' night. 

‘ Italy, the paradise of the earth, and the epicure's 
heaven, how doth it form our young master ? Il 
makes him to kiss his hand like an ape, crii>ge liis 
neck like a'starvebng, and play at ny-pass-ri‘pasx^ 
<amc^afoff^ when hc' salutes a man : from thence lie 
firings the art of atheism, the art of cpicurizing, the 
art of whoring, the art of poisoning, the art of so- 
clornitry : the only probable good thing theyjiave 
to keep us from uUerly condemning 'it, is, tha*^*it 
maketh a man an exc> licnt courtier, a curious car¬ 
pet-knight ; which is by interpretation a fine*close 
letchc<*, a glorious hypocrite : it is now^a privy note 
amongst the better sort of men, when they would 
set a singular mark or brafu*. on a notoiVms villain, 
to say lie hatli been in Italy. ** 

I hope 1 need not observe that these descriptions 
are not here quoted for the truth they ^:ontain, but 
for the curiosity of them, 'riiouias Nasbe w'as the 
bitterest satirist and controversialist of the age he 
•liveS in. • 
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*Avf(!LyiA,6vus 

AFoAoUORUS A^ELPItl£» 

* ,\ life from care*? and biisinosrf frot*, 
all t^LS tht‘ lill* tor me,* 

Ned Urowsy came into possession of a £^ood es¬ 
tate at a time of life, when itic humours and habits 
contracted by education, or more properly by the 
want of it, become too much a |iait oi the consti¬ 
tution to be conquered but by some extraordinary 
cllbrtor event. Ned’s iathcr had loo tender a con-' 
cern for his health and morals to admit him of a 
gublijc school, and the same objections held against 
airimiversity*. not that Ned was withfcuit his pre¬ 
tensions to scholarshjp, for it is w ell known tljat he 
ha.s been sometimes found asleep upon his couch 
■with a bookyopen in his Viand, which warrsmts a 
presun^itioii that he could read, tliough I have not^ 
inet any'^botiy yet, whj>*V«^ detected iyin iirthe act 
itself. The litcftiture of the nursery he»hela in ge¬ 
neral contGrnj)t^ and had no more passion for thc^ 
feats oi xfm k^ffiv (iiant-lglhr, when he was a child, 
than he had for tjic labours of Hercules in Ifis more 
adult years : 1 can witness to the detestation, in 
which he held the popular alle^ry of tht'Pdgrhn^s 
jP*v^/rv,v, anti when he bar.?been told of the "many 
cffjtions that l^ook lias run through, he has never 
fai)t;d to reply, that there is ifb accountJfig for the 
bafl taste of the vulgar : at the sanv: time, 1 speak 
if to his honour, 1 have frcqticntly known him ex- 
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^ press a tender fellow-feeling for the Sleepinv Beauh/ 
in Ihv Wiml^ and betray niofe partiality, than he 
was apt to be guil^'^ of, to the edifying story of the 
iyrvnT Dreamers^ whom I verily believe he held in 
more respect than the Seven Wonders of the World* 
Rural sports were too boisterous for Ned’s spisits; 
neither hares nor partridges could lay their deaths at 
his door, so that all his country neighl^)ur.s gave 
him their goodnvord, and poached his manors 
•vtithout %ercy : there was a canal in front of his 
house, where he would sometimee take up with^the 
placid amusement of angling'from an alcove by the 
side of it, with a servant in attendance for the pqr- 
j)ose of baiting his lw)ok, or calling upon him to 
pull, if by chance he was surprized with j bite; 
happily fof his jepose,’this very rarely was the 
case, though a tradition runs in the family of his 
' having once snapped an officious perch of extraor¬ 
dinary size. 

‘rbere was a learned practitioner in the law, one* 
Mr. Driver, who hud a house in Iris parish**wul 
him Xed appointed manager of his estate, this 
worthy cfcntleman was so considerate as seldom if 
cver^to give him any trouble alioutdns accounts, 

% well knowing his aversion from items\incl particu¬ 
lars, and the little turn had to tht drudgery cf 
aritinn?tlc afid calculations.' By ^le klncf offices of 
Mr. Driver, Ned was relieved from an infinite deal 
• of disagreeable busines.s, and Mr? l^iver himself 
suddenly became a man or considerable property, 
and began to take a lead in the county. Ned, to- 
' geHier with his estate, liad succeecled to a Chancery 
Sint, .which was p€ndli>g at the death of the\late 
possessor: this suit v/as for a time carried on* so 
prb.’spcroudy by M*. Driver, that* nothing n|orc 
seemed requisite to bring it to a favourable issue, 
than for Ned to niake,iiis appearance in Court for 
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some purposes I am not able to explain : this was, 
an undertaking so insurmounlable, that he could 
never be prevailed upon to set af)out it, and the suit 
was deserted accordingly. This suit and ttfe .cir¬ 
cumstance of a copper mine on his estate, which his 
agtfht never could engage him to work, were the 
only things that ever disturbed his tranquillity, and 
upon thc%e topics he was rather sore, till Mr. Driver 
found it convenient to give uj) bofh points^ and \ed 
heard i\o more of his Ch.inccry suit or his copper 
nikic. ' , 

I’liese few traits of my friend’s character will 
suffice to make my readers acquainted with him 
before i relate the particulai^; of a visit 1 paid him 
about® three montlis ago. It was in compliance 
with the i’ollo*ving letter, whicli 4 was lavoured with 

trom Mr. Driver, 

* 

* Sir, 

• * arc to Inform you that Mr. Drowsy*dc- 

siTdfe the fivflur of your company at ,Poppy-hall, 
whlc|i he has ordered me to notify to you, not 
doubting but you will take it in good part, as you 
well ku^v his humour stands towards wjfiiing. 
He bids me say that he has something of conse-» 
iquence ^ cbnsult yoy of which more when 

we meet: wishiflg you health and a siifc joTirney, I 
remain in all reasonable service, 

• • ‘ Ygur’s to command, 

‘ Daniel Dritver.’ 

In consequence of this summons I .vet off for 
Pojipy-Hali, and arrived tfiere carl)^ in the avening 
of the second day. I found iny Iricnd Drowsy in 
ciffnpany with my correspontlcnt the aftorney, the 
rexTrend Mr. Beetle curate of the^juirisli, and tAvo 
gentlemen, strangers to me*, who, as I understood 
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from Mr. Driver, were Mr. Sparkle senior, an emi¬ 
nent auctioneer in London, and Billy Spaikle his 
son, a city beau. ®My friend was in his easy chair 
turned towards the fire; the rest were sitting round 
the tabic at some distance, and enj^aged, as I ^oon 
discovered, in a very interesting conveisation upon 
beauty, whicli my entrance for a while put a stop to. 
This intermission howe\er lasted no lounger than 

O 

whilst Mr. Drowfty paid his com[)lnneuts to me, 
wnich he performed in few words, asking me how¬ 
ever if 1 came on horseback, which, having answered 
in the affirmative, he scntentiously observed, that 
he never rode. And now the elder Mr. Sparkle re¬ 
sumed the conveisation in the following manner— 
What I was going to observe to you, when this 
gentleman came in, upon the artick\()f beauty, is 
peremptorily and precisely this: beauty, gentlemen, 
is in the eye, 1 aver it to l)c in the eye of the beholder 
and not in the object itself; my beauty ior instance 
is not your beauty, youv’s is not mine; it depends 
upon fancy and taste, fancy and tasU: arc notl^hig 
but caprice; a collection of fine women h like a 
collection of fine pictures; put them up to auction, 
and bjdders will be found for every lot.-—But all' 
•bidders, cries the attorney, arc not ham fide buyers; 

1 believe you find many ;\r.*«TJ:icle in your plessento 
back upon. the owner’s haniis, aitd so it* is with 
beauty; all, that is hidden for, is nijt bought in.— 
Here the curate interposed, ^and turning to his lay- 
broiberofthe pulpit, reminded hiinthat beauty was 
like a flower of the field; here to-clav, and gone to- 
morrow; -whereas virtue was a hurdy plant ^md 
defied <rhe scythe of timef \irtue was an ever-gret-n, 
and would bloom in tlie winter of life;, virtue w(Hitd 
floifirish, when beauty* was no more.—1 believe*it 
seldom makes aijy considerable shoot till that is Iftc 
case, cried Billy Sparkfe, and followed uj) his re- 
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partee with n laugh,.in which he was himself tho 
only performer.'—It is high tirr^e now, says the at¬ 
torney, directing his discouisc to me, to inajfe you 
acquainted with the business we are upon, and how 
\v^ t:ame to fall upon this topic of beauty. Your 
friend Mr. Drowsy docs not like the trouble of 
talking, and theretore with his leave I shall open 
the case to you, as I know he washes to take your 
Oj)inion uj)on it—Here the attorney sjfeining ^to 
pause for his epe, Drowsy nodded his head and 
bWe him go on? VVe arc in consultation, lejoined 
he, upon a matter of no less moment than the choice 
of a wife for the gentleman in that easy chair,—And 
if he is easy in it, demanded 1, what need he wish 
for more?—Alackaday l.he has no )jcir, and till 
that event t:\ltes place, he is on])*tenant for life sub¬ 
ject to empeach merit of waste; he cannot be called 
master of his own •estate; only think of that, Sir. 
7'hat was for him to do, 1 replied; how docs^Mr. 

•^yfW’sy hinj^clf think of it? I don’t tbihk much 
alfout it, answcretl N'cd, And hovw .stands your 
mind towiiids matoimony?—No ariSwer.—'I'heie’s 
troulrle in it, added I. 'I’here is so, replied he with 
a sigh; Driver says 1 want an heir. There’s 
trouble in dh&t too, (moth 1; have you any partit 
culiir I^ly in ^nrr cyt^**idrat is the^ery j unt we 
are now upon, cried Mr. Sparkle senmr; there arc 
three lots*u|) fer Mr. Drowsy or his friends to chuse 
from, and 1 only wait^bis signal for knocking down 
the lot that h» likes best. 'I'his 1 could *iiot per¬ 
fectly understand, in the terms of art which^Mr. 
Sparkle made use of, and^hei'tjbre desired he would 
txj)rcss*himi-elf in plain language. My lathct means 
say, cries Billy, there arf three gi^s want^hus- 
l^ands, and but one man that wishes to be married. 

• Hold your tongue,* pnppj^, said^old Sparkle, and 
proceeded, Y^ou shall know, Sir, that to accorn- 
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inodate Mr. Drowsy in the article of a wife, and 
save him the trouble of lookiiiiX out for himself, we 
sometime ago put an advertisement in the papers; 
* J believe I have a copy of it about me: aye, here 
it is * 

« W A N T K 1> 


A young, healthy, unmarried woman, of a dis'- 
crcct character, as wife to a gcntlenian oi^ fortune, 
who \o\cy his cas^ and docs not ciue to take u])Oii 
hiinscii’ the trouble of comtshi]); she must be of a 


pla<^id domestic turn, and not. one« that likes to h'^ar 
herself talk. Any qualified person, whom tjjis may 
suit, by applying to Mr. Sparkle, auctioneer, may 
be informed of particulars. A short trial will be 


expected. * 

‘ N. B. ?»'faids of II onour need pot aj)ply> as none 
such will be treated with.’ 


* I told Mr. Sparkle 1 thought his adverlisement a 
very good one, and properly guarded, and I wished 
to know’tlie result of it: he said that verv many ap*! 
plicants had presented themselves, but for wanlToi 
full credentials he had dismissed..all but three, whom 


1 will again describe, added he, not only for your 
inforri7arion, but in hopes Mr. Drow'ey ’Vili give 
ifome attention to the catalogue, which J aiir sorry 
to say lijis not jet been tb'j <fa^e. ^ • 

J le thcii d'-ew a paper of minutes from bis jiockct- 
bot)k and read as loUows—- 

‘ C'alhcrinc (humming, spinster, aged fwenty-fiVc, 
lodg'.s at* Gravesend in the house fd’Mr. Uufier, a 
rcpqtable slopsellcr of that place, can iiavc an un¬ 
deniable character from two cicdit, 

now absent, but soon expected in the next arrivals 
Iro^na Cdiina: her fortune, which she. ingenuously 
owns is not capital, is for the present invested Yn 
certain commodities, which she has put into the 
hands of the gentlemen* above-mentioned, and tor 
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■wlikli she expects^j)iofitable returns on their ar¬ 
rival. lliis young lady appeared with a florid 
blooming complexion, tine long ringlets dark 
hair in the fashionable dishevel, eyes uncommonly’ 
sj)aikring, is tall of statute, strait and in goud case. 
Si?e woie a locket of plaited hair slung in a gold 
chain round her neck, and was remarkabiy neat and 
elegant hbout the feet and ancles: is impatient for 
a sjieedy answer, as she has thoughts c4 going put 
in the next ships to India.’ 


0 

to 


Let her ! oried.Ned, 1*11 have nothing t» say 
Kit,{y Cumming.—I’ll brt a wager she is one of 
us, exclaimed the city beau, for which his father 
gave him a look of rebuke, and proceeded to the 


next.® . ^ 

‘ Agnes de Crapeau, daughfcr ol a French pro- 
tcstanl cler^man in the isle of .Icrsey, a comely 
young woman, but^ of a pensive air and down cast 
Jook; lived as a dc])cndant upon a certain,rich 
ptradci’s wife, with whom her situation ’was very 
ur^deasunt; flattered herself she was w'cll practised 
in sybmission and pbedience, should confoi ni, to any 
humours which the advertiser might have, and 
should Mic lio her the, honour to accejit hei’ as his 
wife,* sl'.e w’ould do her jm^ihie to please him witli 
all huiulde dutjs griitifuflt;, and de\otjon.\ 

Ned Drowsy now turned himself nn his chair, 
and witlr a si^h whispered me in the year, poor 
tiling! 1 p?(y her, bul she won’t do : gf'>on to the 
last. » 


'I hc lady I am next to describe, said SparkJc, is 
oix* of whom rcan only ^j>ciik,by report, for as yet 
]*luive.not set eyes on her jicrson, nor is*sbc ac- 
fyiaintcd with a syllable of these ])i'Ocegdings, ^eing 
represented to me as a young woman whose deli¬ 
cacy would not submit to be the* candulate of an 
advertisement. The account 1 have had of her is 
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from a friend, who, though agman of a particular 
way of tliinking, is a very honest honourable person, 
and oxe whose word will pass for thousands; he 
called at my office one day, when this advertise¬ 
ment was lying on my desk, and casting hi!! eye 
upon the pajier asked me, if that silly jest was^ of 
niy inventing; 1 assured him it was no jest, but a 
serious advertisement; that the party was^a man of 
j>r^j)crty Lnd honour, a gentleman by birth and 
principle, and one every way qualified to make the 
niaiVied state happy. Hath hcloit hiimnderstanvl- 
ing, said my friend, that he takes this method of 
convening all the prostijutes about the town, or doth 
bs consult his case so much, as not to trouble him¬ 
self whetheri his wife be a modest woman oV not? 
Humph! cried Nal, what signifies \!&hat he said? 
00 on with your story. To make short of it then, 
resumed Sparkle, my friend grew serious uj)on the 
matter, and after a short considering time addressed 
himself to me us follows: If I were satisfjed your prin^ 
cipal is a man, as you describe him, qualified H>y 
temper and disposition to make an amiable and vir- 
uo us girl happy, I would say something to you on 
jhe subject; but as he chuscs to be cohcci^ed, and 
as I cannot think of blindly $acrificing*my fair Charge 
to any uan, whom she d<fcs n®t knqw and «ppro\e, - 
there is an Aid of the matter. And 'whv po ? cx- 
claimed Nca wdth more cnerirv than^l lurd ever oh- 
served in him; 1 should be*crlad to see the "cntle- 
man and lady boto ; I should be glad to see lliern. 

M this instant a servant entered the room, and 
announced the arrival of;i strangcr/who wished to 
speak with the cider Mr. Sparkle. 
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My fricn^ Ned Drowsy is a man, who hath indeed 
ncj'lected nature’s gifts, but not al^scd thcjn ; he is 
as void of vice, as he is of industry, his temper is 
serene, and his manners harmless and inoft'ensiyc; 
he^^s avaricious of nothing but of his case, unci cer¬ 
tainly "{^)?sesses benevolence, though too indolent 
to put It into action: he is sparing of his teeth as 
he is 0 ^ his tongue, and whether it be that he is na¬ 
turally tfmpe|;ate, or thal eating and tlrinking are 
too troublesome, so it is that he is very abstemious 
in both particfulars, and having received the bles¬ 
sings of a good con!«titution and a comely person 
*from the hand of Providence, he has not sf]u<iiidcrcd 
Ri« Silent, tlicRigh he has not put it outjLo use. 

. Accordingly when I perceived him interested in 
the iitanner 1 have ^related upon Mr, Sparkle's dis¬ 
course, l^nrd him give orders to bis servjgit lo 
shew the'gentleman into the room, which he did* 
a quicker* and moropsjilrited tone than is usual 
with hitfl, I begtn to^thiiiK that nature^ wa^ about 
to struggle,for her privileges, and suspecting that 
this;stiangei* might perhaps have some connection’ 
with Sparkle’s inco^nda^ 1 grew impatient for his 
ap])earance. * ^ 

After a while* the servant returned, and intro- 
ducid a little swarthy old tftan ^ith short grey hair 
ami w'hitnsically dressed; having on a dark browm 
coit wdth a t*arnished gold tMging, bhffck figulcd 
veket waistcoat, and Ijrecchcs of hc^irlct cloth with 
Itfng gold knee-bands, dangling down a pair of black 
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, silk stockings, wh^ch cloathed two legs not exactly 
cast in the mould of the Belvedere Apollo. He made 
two or three low reverences as he advanced, so that 
before Mr. SparkTe could announce him by name, 

1 had set him down for an Israelite, all the world to 
nothing; but as soon as I heard the words,*(#en- 
tleman, this is my worthy friend Mr. Abraham 
Abrahams! I recognized the person of ^ny corre- 
snondent, whosL humble and ingenious letter J 
tnoughtnt to publish in No. XXXVII. of this vo¬ 
lume, and whom I had once before, had a glimi)se 
of, as he walked past my bookseller’s door in Coin- 
hill, and was {)ointed out to me from the shv?p. 

Mr. Abrahams, not being a person to whom na¬ 
ture had affixed her passport, saying, Let tjiiis man 
have free Ingress^ and egress upon my authority, 
made his first approaches with all tliosc civil assi- 
* duities, which some people arc consirained to prac¬ 
tise, who must turn prejudice out of company, be¬ 
fore they can sit down in it. In the present case I* 
flatter myself he fared somewhat bett^ir for the^vkis- 
j>er I gave my friend Ned in his favour, and silence 
after a short time having taken place in such a man¬ 
ner seemed to indicate an expectation ic the com¬ 
pany, that he was the person who was now to break 
it, he began, not wltl^t some hesitation, to de¬ 
liver hims^Jt in these words f " 

Before 1 take the liberty of addressing the gcntlc- 
of the house, I wish to knov^ fr^m my friend 
Mr. Sparkle, whether he has opened any hint of 
what has passed between him aifd me relative to a 
certain advertisement; and if he has, I should next 
be glad to know,^'whether 1 have permission of the 
partj/ concerned to go into the business. 

‘V'es, Si/, cried NeJ somewhat eagerly, Mr. Spar, 
kle has told nje all that passed, and you have not 
only my free leave, but my earnest desire to say 
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crery- thing you think fit before tlcsc friends. Then,. 
Sir, suid Abrahams,T shall tell you a plain talc 
without varying a single tittle frdm the truth. 

As 1 was coming home from my club pretfy Jatc 
in th^ evening about five months ago, in turning the 
corAer of a narrow alley, a young woman came 
hastily out of the door of a house, and, seizing hold 
of my hand, eagerly besought me for the love of 
God to follow her. 1 was startlAd, and knew njt 
what to,think of such a greeting; I could discern 
th^ she was voui^g and beautiful, and I was no gid- 
ventur^in affairs of gallantry ; she seemed indeed 
to be exceedingly agitated and almost beside herself, 
but 1 knew the profligate of that sex can sometimes 
feign cKsiresb for very wicked purposes, and there* 
fore desired tabe excused from going info any house 
with her; if she would however advance a few paces 
I would hear what she had to say, and so if it waif 
^nothing but my charity she solicited, 1 was ready 
to relieve her: we turned the corner of the alley 
to'bjlhcr, and* being now in one of t^e principal 
street^ of the city, 1 thought I might saiely stop and 
hear the petition ‘ sfie had to make. As we stood 
’together *und^r the ea\cs ot a shop, the night Jieing 
rainy, rfihe told.me that the reason she besought me* 
to go into th% house with l^r was in hopes the spec¬ 
tacle of distress,^hicli would there pre^entlltself to 
my sight, migl]jt, if there was any pity in my heart, 
call*it forth? and prevayi with me to stop a deed of* 
cruelty, w^hich was then in execution, by araviug a 
wretened objcct*from being thrust into the streets 
in 4 d 3 ^ing condWon for a .small debt to ‘her land¬ 
lord, whom no entreatietf^ could pacify. Blessed 
C?bd ! 1 exclaimed, can there be such human inon- 
stefs ? who is the woman ? mother, vepUed iftie, 
ar® burst into an agpny of tcar%; if 1 would be 
Vt'hai 1 may have appeared to you, but what 1 never 
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• can be even lo sa\fe the life of my parent, I had not 
been driven to this cx.tremity, for it is resentment, 
which actuates the brutal wretch no less than cruelty. 
Though 1 cont'ess myself not insensible to fear, being 
as you see no athletic, I felt such indignation rise 
within me at these words, that 1 did not hesitate 
for another moment about accompanying this un- 
happy girl to her house, not doubting the truth of 
vjfhat shcjiad been* telling me, as well from the man¬ 
ner oflicr relating it, as from my observation of her 
cowntenance, which the light of the/damp unJer 
which we were standing, discovered to be p^a most 
affecting, modest, and even dignified character— 

Sir, I honour you for your benevolence, cried 
Ned ; pray^procvicd with .your story. 

She led me up two pair of stairs into aback apart¬ 
ment, where a woman was in bcij, pleading foi 
mercy to a surly-looking fellow, who was calling 
out to her to get up and be gone out of his house. 
1 have found a fellovv-crcalurc, said n^y conduGtjrcst, 
whose pity will redeem us from the clutches* of 
one, who has none; be comforted, my dear mother, 
for this gentleman has some Christian charity in his 
hcail*; 1 don’t know what charity may fcc in his 
heart, cried the fellow, but he has'so little of the 
Chrisiu'U in his conntendicfe,. that I’ll to one 

he is a Jc.vv^ Be that as it may, said 1, a Jew may 
have-feeling, and therefore say whatethese poor ,wo- 
rnen arc indebted to you, and 1 will pay dowri the 
money," if rny pocket can reach it^ if not, 1 believe 
my name, though it be a Jew’s name, will be good 
for the Slim, let it be what it will. May God rc« 
ward*you, cried the mother, our debt is not great 
though it is more than we have present means t( 
pay; we owe but six and twenty shillings to pui 
hardened cre<Jit6r; 1 believe f am right, Constantia 
(turning to her daughter) but you know what it i 
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correctly. Xhiit is the amount of it, replied the* 
lovely Constantia, tor such she now appeared to 
me, as she was in the act of supporting her jjiother 
on the bolster with her arm under her neck. Take 
3 'oar^money, man, ejuoth J, receive what is your 
ovvfl, and let these helpless creatures lodge in peace 
one night bcncuth your roof; to-morrow 1 will re¬ 
move tliein, if this infirm woman shall be »ible to 
endure ii:. J hope my house is rfly ov^tii^answergd 
the savage, and I don^t desire to be troubled with 
thepn one nij^if loigcr,. no, nor even one hour. • 

IS ll^s possible ? exclaimed Ned ; arc there such 
distresses in the world r what then have I been doing 
all this whih' r \\d\ ing so s,dd, he sj)rung nimbly out 
of his(ftis\" chair, tiK>k a h'lsty stride oj* two across 
the room, ruliihjiig his forehead a»he walked, threw 
himself into an empty chair, which stood next to^ 
that in which Air '\brahams was sitting, and beg¬ 
ged him onee moie to proceed with his narrative^ 

^ With the help of my apothecary, who lived .in 
tli^ ^ery liouse^ at the door of which I ha^l conversed 
with ^Constant a, 1^ removed the in\ahd and her 
daughter that very evening in a hackney coach to 
^ny ownTiou(je, which was not far distant; a^d by 
the saidie medical assistance and my wife’s care, 
T*vho is a^exT'cllcml had the siitisfa^lon to 

see the poor woAun regain her health and strength 
very speedily, igr in fact her weakness had been, 
more the eli^ct of miserly and want of diet, than any 
real disease ; as fyr C'onstantia, her looks kept pace 
with her mother’s recovery, and i must say witiv>at 
flatter}', srhc is Tiltogcther tke fi^iest creature I ever 
looked upon. * • 

"^rhe mother, of Constantia js still a very con\ely 
wolnan, and not above forty years old ; slic has a fa¬ 
ther living, whe^ is z man of great opulence, but he 
has conceived such irreconcilable displeasure at her 

*• VOL. xig[, B B 



27S observer. 

f 

marrying, that he has never since that event taken 
the least notice either of her cr of hiS grandchild. 
Then he is an unnatural monster, cried Ned, and 
will be sent to the devil for his barbarity. 

Mr. Abrahams proceeded as follows ; She is the 
widow of a Captain Goodison, of whose unhappy 
story I have at different times collected only a ifew 
particulars, but from these I can understand that 
she went with ,^him to America, and took her 
daughter Vfih her; that he had a company of foot, 
and little else to maintain himseli *ar\d family upon 
but his pay; that he served there in most of the < 
campaigns with the reputation of a gallant, officer, 
hut that the spirit of gaming having been suffered 
to infect the t^nglish army in their winter Quarters 
at New-Ydrk, thjs wretched man, the father and 
the husband of these helpless women, became a 
•prey to that infernal passion, and b^ing driven to 
sell his commission to pay his losses at play, put an 
end to his miserable existence by a bullet. • 

’ Here Abrahams paused, whilst Nod gave venUtl* 
a fifronn, in which 1 can answer for hi.s beinjc se- 
concTed by one more heart at'^loast then in com¬ 
pany, from which the recollection of,that,fatal pe- 
• riod never fails to extort a pang. 

The series of sufferinjfSr^l^'ch the *'mh:n?py wi¬ 
dow and he^ child endured, \continued AbraharnsJ 
from this tragical period, were sucli as I must leave 
you to im-igiiie, for 1 neitlier w^shpJ to be in¬ 
formed of them, nor could expatiate upon them. 
It may however be proper to infSrm Mr. Drowsy, 
that 1 am convinced there is no ro 9 m for hope that 
any f:\ture impression ci:,n be made upon the ui^for- 
giving nature of ConstiuUia’s grandfather, and,^it 
wbuld be cinjust in me to represent Her as any o||icr 
than what she is, destitute of fortune even in 
pectancy. And whaf.U she the worse for that? 
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cried Ned ; amongst the articlk I stipulate for in • 
the advertisement^ which Mr. nparkle has been 
reading, I believe you will not*find that money is 
put down for one. Upon this Mr. Abrahams made 
a proper compliment to my friend, and addressing 
hiitlself to the company began to apologize for hav¬ 
ing taken up so muclrof our attention by his long 
discourse#; this naturally produced a return of ac¬ 
knowledgments on our parts, wifh mai^and jiwt 
comme^^datioiis of his benevolence. honest 

in»*s featuiyskbiightencd with joy upon receiving 
tms welcome testimony, which he so well deserved, 
and I remarked with pleasure that our reverend 
friend, the curate, now bcgft.ii to regard Abrahams 
with an eye of complacency, and having set him¬ 
self in order, jike one who was ^.bout \o harangue 
his audience with a prepared oration, he turned a 
gracious couiftenance upon the humble adversary of 
his f;iith, and delivered himself as follows— 


CJ^arity, Mr. Abrahams, is by our church *es- 
Tfe^icd the fifst of Christian virtues, and as we arc 
commanded to pray even for our enemies, in obe¬ 
dience to that blessed mandate I devoutly pray, 

* that in j'our^.in’stance it may avail to cover an4 bloc 
out the multitu'^ic of sins. Your reaching forth the* 
^and of jnefey to tliesecps^r Christians in their pi¬ 
tiable distress, j#ovcs you to be a mat^ su]?crior to 
those shameful^rcjudices, which make a false plea 
of teligion ibr shutting^up the heart against all, but’ 
those of its own faith and persuasion. I have lis¬ 
tened to your narrative with attention, and it is Jbut 
jus|ice to you Ho confess, ^hat your forbearing to 
retort upon the scurrilous fellow in the lodgmg- 
kbuse, who insulted you on the score of your na- 
titnal physiognomy, is a ciriumst an celery highly 
t<9 your credit, and wb^t would h%ve done honour 


to any one of the professora^of that religion^ which 
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teaches us, when : arc reviled, to rc\ile not atrain* 
J also renKirkcd the modest nu.nner of 3'our speak¬ 
ing, when 3’ou unavoidably rcportcil of own 
good ttceds : you sounded no truinj)Ct before you, 
and thereby convinced me you are not of that pha- 
risaical leaven, which scckcih the praise of m^n ; 
and let me tell you, Sir, it is the very test of true 
charity, that it Vcuinteth not itself, is not puffed up. 
Uumility, Mr. ^VJ^iahams, in a peculiar degree is 
ei])ecte(l tifyf)u, as of one of the chlldien of wrath, 
scattered over the face of the carth-Avijhout an ab’d- 
ing pi ace, which you may call your own : chniKy 
also is in you a duty of more than ordiiiSfry obli¬ 
gation, lor you and ^"ours subsist no otherwise than 
on the charity of the nations who give you flielter; 
the alms others may be termed a free gift of 
love, but your alms are in fact, a legal tribute for 
protection, 'l^) conclude—I exhort you to take in 
good part what I have now bheri saying; you arc 
the first of your natimi 1 ever cornmuncil with, and 
if hereafter in the execution of my du*y I am led 
speak with tigour of ^mur stiff-necked generation, I 
shall make a mental exception l.i your favoui'v and 
recommend you in my prayers for all .Iew&, 'Furks, 
'infidels and heretics, by a separate ejaculation in 
your behalf. 

Whether iYbrahams in his heart ‘hanketr the ho¬ 
nest curate I’or his zeal is hard to say, but there was 
nothing to be observed in his countenance, wliich 
bespoke any other emoiionsr'than those of benevo¬ 
lence and good-nature. My friend'Drowsy was not 
quite so placid at certain periods of the discourse, 
and vijhen he found thaUthc humble Israelite mhde 
no other return, but by a civil inclination of the 
head to the* speaker at the couclusldii ot the ha¬ 
rangue, he said to Abrahams in a qualilying tonc#of 
voice, Mr, Beetle, Sir,means well; to which th^ 
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other instantly replied, that h« tUd not doubt it, 
and then with a design, as it sAould seem, to turn 
the discourse, informed Ned, that he had taken the 
liberty of going in person to the father o4‘ Mrs. 
Goodison, in hopes he would have allowed him to 
speak of the situation, in which he had found his 
daughter and her child : but alas ! added he, I had 
no sooner began to ojien the business upon which 1 
came, than he instantly stopt my mouth by de¬ 
manding, if I came into his house tcf^lftont hifh ! 
ttg&t he was aftoyished at my assurance for daring 
to iij^e his daughter in his hearing, and in* the 
same Sreath in a very haughty tone cried out, 
Harkye, Sir! are not you apJew? to which J had 
no saone:* replied in the affirmative, than ringing 
his bell very, violently, he callec^out t(f his footman, 
to put that Jew out of his doors. 

Here AbrUhams paused ; Ned started up from 
his chair, drank a glass of wine, shook the Jew by 
^thc.hand, flounced down upon his seat again, 
tv^lfistled pait of a tune, and turning to me said in 
a half*whisper. What a world is this wc live in i 


> number XLIL 


After the copversation related in the preceding 
chapter. Drowsy and his guests passed a social 
evening, and honest Abrahams was prevailed upon 
td take, a bed at Poppy Hall.* The next morning 
*^rly, as I w.a8 walking in the garden, I was much 
yirprised to find Ned there before m»—I dare say 
^you wonder, said he, what could«provoke my iazi- 
*BCss to quit my pillow thus early, but I am resolved 

B B 3 
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to sliakc off a slo *iful habit, which till our dis¬ 
course last nb^ht I,.never considered as criminaK I 
iiavc been thinking over all that Mr. Abrahams 
told ir about the distressed widow and her dausrh- 
ter, and 1 must own to you 1 have a longing desire 
to obtain a sight of this ('onslaritia, whom he ,dc* 
scri!)cs to be so charming in mind and person. Now 
I don^t know with what face I can invite her hi¬ 


ther; besides I cj^nsider, tliough I might prevail 
Uj on Mi','*Abr;iliams to bring her, yet 1 should be 
confoundedly hampered how to get* haildsomely off’, 

if upon accpuiintance it did not suit me to propo^/: 
for her. 


You judge rightly, said I, your dilemma would 
be embarrassing. 

AVcll then, (juolh he, there is no alternative but 
for me lo go to her, and though I am aware of the 
trouble it will give me to take a journey to London, 
where J hrive never been, and shall [mdiab^y make 
a very ay;kward figure, yet if you will encourage 
me so far as to sny you will take a corner in an}’’' 
coach thither, ami Mr. Abrahams does not object 
to the scheme, I will even jiluck-ap a good courage 
and set out to-morrow. 


, Be Jt so ! answered J, if Mr. Ahiahains approves 
of it, I have no objection to the party. , 

On tlio monow wc Abrtihams dnd my¬ 

self with Ne^tl and his old servant in his coach for 


London, and in the evening of the fiay Qur 

jiost-boys delivered us safer at Blossom’s Jim in 
I^awrcnce-lane. Abrahams ]>rocuVed us lodgings 
at the house of his apothecary in thej^oultry, where 
he first sheltered (loodison and Constantiji; 
and having settled this affair the good man hastened, 
liomc to pre^'cnt himself to his family,' and prepa-fec 
for our supping at his house that night. * 

My friend Neci hadibeen'ia a broad stare of* 
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amazement ever since his en into T.onJon; he 
sec'incil iiux-ioiis to Know what 111 the people were 
about, and why they posted u|J and down in such a 
hurry; he treqiicntly asked me when they* would 
go home and be c[!3ict; for his own part he doul>ted 
iftlfc should get a wink of sleep till he was fairly 
out of this noisy town. 

As lie^was feasting his curiosity from the window 
of our lod^in^s, the Lool Mayo«* passed by in his 
state coacti towards the Mansion lio\3Wr~(lod bless 
Majesty l^eijcd Ned, he is a portly man. He 
^as rather clis:{ppointed when 1 set liiin right in his 
jni.st*Lk<?; but Jievxrthelebs the spectacle pleased him, 
and he commented very gr»\(*ly upon the commo- 
diou%si<.'" i'jf tlic coaclt and the slow pr.cc of the 
j>iOLC‘;sioii, ^vhith he sitid shetyed thf good sense 
and discretion of the city inagistiate, and observing 
liim to be a tery cor[)ulent man, added witli an ah 
of sonic conse.'jiicnc^, that he would venture to j)ro- 
noiince m\ Lord Mayor of London was a wdse Inan 
9u^ consuitefi Ins own case. 

. \\ c now wtMT to set ourselves in order for our 

visit*to honest Alffahams, and Ned begi>n to shew 
some ah\ict,v about certain articles of l\is dress an 1 
ajyjieiyance, which did not exactly tally with the* 
spiiice air »f the cilj’^#p;yks, wliujii he had rccon- 
noitred^n the streets; the whole was <^ouffssetlly of 
the rustic, order, but I encouraged him to ])nt his 
trust in br»ad-cIoth and,country bloom, and serf- 
oubly c3;horted him ifot to trust his head to the 
sheers of a Lorfdon hair-dresscr. I now ordered a 
coach tf) be cailed, which yas no sooner announced 
tlian Ntd observed it waS Sj)efdlly got ready; but 
■Aey do every thing in a hurry in this place, added 
Mb, and I wish to my heart flte fat genieman in the 
itnc coach may order.al! the penyle to bed before 
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our return, tli it 1 ly stand soi^c chance of getting 
a little rest and quiet amongst them. 

We ^ 10 w stept into our hack, but not without a 
Caution from Ned to the coachman to drive gently 
over the bioncs, which, to give him his due, he 
faithfully performed. We were received at the detor 
of our Irjeiidly Israelite wdth *a smiling welcome, 
and conducted by him up stairs to a plain>but neat 
ajjt'irtincnt ij,V'^'hich was the mistress of the houfe, 
an elderly decent matron, who prefented us to Mrs. 
Goedison, the mother of Constantin whti^ 
countenance, though ])ale and overcast witlj me¬ 
lancholy, beauty and modest dignity still kept their 
i5ati\cpost. 

Honest N^d made his fir§t approaches with j/bow, 
which Vcstris perljaps could have mended, though 
it was of nature’s workmanship; and this he stoutly 
tollow^cd up witli a kiss to each lady, after the cuf- 
ton\ of tlie country, that loudly spoke its own good 
report. • , 

\\ ihlst these ancient and exploded ccrcmohics 
were m operation, the door opened, and presented 
to onr eyes—a wonder! It was a’combination of 
grace'and beauty to have extorted raptures from 
old age itself; it was a form of modesty ia have 
awed tl^e jias.'^ions of licml^ojis youthit was in t 
one word, Constantia herself, and till our reigning 
beauties shall to equal charms add equal-humility, 
and prefent themselves likejlier to the''beholder’s 
eye without one conscious glance of exultation at 
their triumphs, she must remain no otherwise de¬ 
scribed than as that name bespeaks' the unrivalled 
model bf her sex, * ^ 

As for my friend Njd, who had acquitted hiring 
self so dcxreroLisjy with the elder ladies, his h'^s 
had done Iheir omce; neither voice nor motion le- 
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malned with them, iind astonKiiinent would not 
even sutler them to fclosc— 


Obitupuit, ititmintfinc cuffiiL, cl ivr Jaurtbus hasn’t. 


And what after ail were the nii'/Juy instruments, 
by^vrliicli these ed'eets were |)rr> lueed ? Hearken, 
() Tavistock -street, and believe it if yon can ! 'l‘he 
simplest dress, which mode.st}'^ could clothe itself 


with, wal all the armour which this conqueror had 
put on; a plain white cotton vest^frH^h a cldte 
head-dn'ss, (sucji as your vtay windows would 
blushtd^Uf have exhibited) filleted with a 
l)lack«^syk ribliand, wore all the aids thaf Xature 


borrowed to attire her inTitc^iless piece of work. 

Thus she stood belbie us, and lueiv she might 
have ?tood for us till' now, if the c.intpassionatc 
Israelite Irulbot again stepped ii? to her rescue : he 
led her to a cjiair, and, taking his seat, set the con-r 
versation afloat by Celling her of his visit to the 
worthy gentleman then present (as his body indeed 
•tpiij^it witness, but for his senses the}’' were ckc- 
wlhirc) spoke handsomely of Ids kind pcceptlon, of 
the watural I)cauJLv#s of the place and the country 
about it, and conclutkal with saying he had now 
the honour fo introduce the ovvn. r of that flospi-* 
table hiansi^n'to her acquaintance, and he flattered 
*himself^ic cou^ not*cfo z^morc accejftableftfllce to 

both parties. * 

The anV^vcitwhidi Conirtantia made to this e]d-» 
borate haiangne, woul<4 iA vain be sought f^r in the 
(wadr.yr/ for it consisted simply in the 

eloquence of ^wo expressive cyc^ whiijh flie^di- 
rccTted upon the s[)eechli^!i Uunk of poor^ Med, 
spnicwhcre as I should guess about the region of 
heart, for 1 am persuaded her cmijfiiries never 
sapped till they made their way to the citadel and 
iiad audience there. 



286 ' i-iBSERVER. K<'42. 

Ned now bega’*' to stammer out a few sen* 
tcnces, by which, if Constantia did not understand 
more than was cxjiressed, she could not he much the 
wiser for the information Jic gave her; he was glad 
and sorry twice or thrice in a brc'ath, and nor al¬ 
ways in the right place ; he hoped and believed and 
presumed to say—just nothing at all; when in a 
monitnt the word Suj)pcr ! announced through 
thg nose ';^^sninfiing llebrew servant, came, as if 
it had b^en coiijurctl uj) by the wand of an en¬ 
chanter, to deliver him out.of his distress: Ly* 
manna In the wilderness was hardly mg^re- wel¬ 
come to the famished Je»vs, than were now the 
blootlless viands that awaited us on the friendly 
board of Abj-aharns, to tl\e cars I should havb said 
rather than to the appetite of Drowsy, 

J -ove I know can do more in the ^ay of meta¬ 
morphosis, than Ovid ever heard of ; and to say the 
truth, what he had done to Ned was no trifling test , 
of his art; for it was in fact no less aphange, than.» 
if he had transformed Morpheus into Mercuiy; 
Goodcfcllowship however can do something i*\ the 
same way, and the hospitable festivity of the, honest 
Israelite now brought Ned’s heart to hii lips and set 
it to work: youth soon catches the social s^ mpa- 
thy, bull even vge and soribi^ row threw aside their* 
gloom, and paid their subscription to the board with 
a good grace. Ned, whose countenaTjice was lighted 
up with a genuine glow of ^.benevolence, that had 
entirely'dispelled that air of lassitude, which had so 
long disarmed an interesting set of features of their 
natural vivacity and spiilt, now exhibited a charac¬ 
ter of as much manly beauty and even mental 
presbion, as 1 had ever contenaplatcd--^ 

2nul nm possil amor ? 

Madam, says he, directing his discourse to Mrs* 
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Goodison, it is not for the hondLr of human nature, 
that I should wholly^rcdit whatV^J’^^vorthy host has 
told me: 1 won’t believe there are half so many hard 
hearts in the world as we hear of; it is not talkkifr rca- 
son to a man that will always argue him out of his ol>- 
stigsicy; it is not such a fellow as myself, no, nor 
even so good a pleader as my friend here (pointing 
to Abrahams) who can turn a tough heart to pity ; 
but let Ae once come across a (;frtain father, that 
shall be nameless, and let me be projtcvi'^ j)rci)arcd 
to encounter him, and I’ll wager all I am worth, 1 
bring kii^ ibund in a twinkling: Onl^ lct*me 
have fiia proper credentials in my hand, do you sec, 
and I’lUdo it. 1 know whc;ni you point at, icplied 
Mrs. Goodison, but I don’t comprclieiid all your 
meanmg; 'what cretlSfStils do you alk:<lc to? To 
the most po\^erful, said Ned, rhut nature ever set 
her hand to ; .the irresistible eyes of this young lady ; 
might 1 only say—fl’his angel is a supplicant to 
you, tlie heart that wouUl not melt must be of mar- 
Const.'^itia blushed,, every body seemed de- 
lit^ed with the unexpected turn of Ned’s reply, 
whifet M rs. Goo^Won answered, that she feared even 
that oipcriment would disaj)point him ; upon 
which he eige»ly rejoined, then • 1 have a resource- 
again?t the ^drst that can bcfal us : There is a com- 
*fortable#little i]|ansi(fn sAiids withert-lid# ol my 
park; it is furnished and in complcdt repair; there 
Is .a pleasayt garden to it;-Mr. Abrahams has seen 
it, and if you will be my*tenant, you shall, not find 
me so hard a laiidlortl, as some you have had to deal 
with. As NeJ spoke these words, Mrs.. C^ootRsnii 
tufned her eyes full upon Wm vith so intcllig|snt and 
^^utinizing an expression, as to cause a short slop 
i^his speech; after which he continued—Ah, Ma- 
(kim, how happy you might make me! the last in- 
Jiabitantof this beloved lilllf placewas my excellent 
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jiKJtlicr ; she papFcL two yrais of widowhood in it 
with no crMnp:inio*L hilt ni)seir; J Avish 1 had been 
nunc woTihy of snHi t^orit-ty and more capable of 
improvintij by it; but I A\'as sadly cramped in rny 
cducatifUi, bc!u^ kcjU at home b)^ my father, wdio 
meant alJ tor tlie Lest {(»oil tbibiil 1 should lepromcli 
him !) and j»uT me under the tare of Pars^ni Hcetle, 
the cur.itc of oni paiish, an hoiuit wellcmeaning 
man, but alas! I \as a dull la/,\ bloekheacl, .uid he 
did not kc' p me to iny btiok. Ibnvevei, siteh as I 
am, J know iny own <ieiiciencics, au4 I liope w^nt 
of bone‘’fy and sincerity is not ainon;^'! the uuinber. 
Nol )ody can su«;])ect it, cried ,\hr:ibams. Pardon 
me, rejdied Ned, 1 am'afraid Mis. (loodison is not 
th(>roU'j,lily convinced of uiely, IMadaujf, you 
A\ill not su])pose J. could 'look you in tiie tdcc and 
litter an untruth. Nobody can hxdc in yourN, Sir, 
answered she, and ex.pect to hear one ; it is your 
unmerited generosity tiiat stojrs my tongue. jf\rter 
all, rc.'-uinetl Abiahaius, 1 am as mueli iiulebty/l U> 
your gcni'i'osity as any body present, for as you Fnve 
never once mentioned the name oi my Constjftitia 
in this pri)])Osal, 1 ];cireive you do not intend to 
rob VIC- of both iny comforts at the- same time. 
’1'is because 1 lirue not the presumption tOjhope, 
;ms\ve;cd Ned, that I hav''-a:'.v tiling to'A)ft'er whicli 
such excclle,ncc would condescend ^ take; I could 
wish to tender her the best mansion i possess, but 
there is an encumbrance goes with it, Which I de- 
- spair oi'reconclliug to so elegant a taste as herN— 
O loA^e, said 1 within myself, thou art a notable 
teacher of rhetoric! I glanced my'eye round the 
table; Ned did the'Very reverse of what a modf'rn 
line gentleman would have doire at the close of sucl/ 
a ‘jjK'Cch, ] 1.. never once ventured to lift up his eyes, 
or direct a look to\vaui»thc object he had addressed; 
the fine countenance of Con^tantia assumed a hue* 
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which I suspect our dealers iiil Circassian bloom , 
have not yet been ablc*to imitate, nor, if they could, 
to shift so suddenly; for whilst my eye was passing 
over it, her check underwent a change, ^liich 
court^ chocks, who purchase blushes, are not sub- 
ject*to ; the whole was conducted by those most ge¬ 
nuine masters and bcst^colounsts of the human coun¬ 
tenance, njodesty and sensibility, under the dirciv 
tion of nature ; and though J am t»ld the in genious 
Ptesidei4 of our Koyal Academy hi^^temptcTl 
^oirpthing v^hich resembles it, yet I am haj-d 

»to‘bcli^ve, that his carnations, however volatile, can 
quite keep pace with th^ changes of Constantia’s 
cheek. *Wise and^discreet young ladies, who arc 
taught tK> know by education and ex¬ 

perience, havc^a better method condtaling their 
thoughts, and a better reason for concealing them ; 
in short thev otanage this matter with more address," 
and do not, like poor Constantia, 

ir tbHr hearts upcm their sleeve 
For dawb to peck at. 

• \V hen a fashionable lover assails his mistress v/ith 
all tJiat^nergy of aoion as well as utterance, which 
;^companies polite dccla^at^ns of passion, it would 
be highly indiseftet in her to shew ffim h(ftv su¬ 
premely pleased and flattered she is by his impu¬ 
dence ; no, »hc •puts a proper portion of scorn into 
her features, and with a 5tern countenance tells him, 
she cannot stand •his impertinence; if he will not 
take, this fair warning and degist, she may indeedIbe 
overpowered through the ^eakifess of her se», but 
nohody can say it was her bashfulness that betrayed 
hei? or that there was any prudent hvpoc«Isy spared 
inlier defence. 

• VOL. XLl. 
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Again, ^\licn a. fashionable lady throws her fine 
arms round her I'asband’s iidck, and in the mnurn- 
fal lone of conjugal coniplaijit sighs out—‘ and will 
my dearest leave iiis fond unhapjjy wife to bewail 
his absence, whilst he is following a \ilc filthy lox 
over hedge and ditch at ihcpeiil of liis nccK\?^— 
w'oulditnot be a most unbred piece ol sincerity were 
fchc to exfiress in lier face what she feels iy her heart 
—a cordial wish that he may really break: his neck, 
i'nd thaPi^tFv; is very much Ix'HoKUn to those odious 
hounds as she calls them, h>r taking him out 
siglit ? Certainly such an act of Toliy could nol*L»c^ 
put up with in an age and country so enlightened 
as the present; and surefy, when so many ladies of| 
distincti(ui aie turning a( hejf-.s in public amuse 
their fiieut^.s, it would be nard if they did net set 
apart some rehearsals in private to accoinodatc them* 
selves. 



43’. 


•OBSERVER. 


XLVlliKR XTJll. 


I i.urT C^n>it;intia .somewhat abruptly in my la»t 
paper; and to say the truth rather in an^wkward 
predicament; b\it as I do not like to intcrrujjt young 
^a(?fes in the^r I took occasion to call otf jhe 

• reader’s attention from her, and bestowed ,it upon 
other latfics, who arc not subject to the satAc ein- 
^ ‘barrassments* 

Ouf party soon up after this event: Ncfl 

and r Topairtd to our apartnieigs in tiic Poultry, 
Constantia#to those slumbers which purity inspires, 
tem]ierance endears, ^nd devotion blesses* 

^ I’he next morning brought Ned to my Icvcc; 
-lie li-avl lain awake all night, but no noises were 
co*nplained of; they w^erc notin the faujt of having 
de]>rjved him of his rcjiose. ^ 

1 Ic tQok up tlt^norning paper and the pla^diousc 
advertisements caught his c> c ; ye began to quastion^ 
me about T//<; ChindcsfiHv Maprioisv^ which was up 
• for the yigltl at l)ruiy-4.ai|^c : \N'as i^a corned}' ? I 
told him, yes, a *d an adirurable one: 'FJien it ended 
.hajf])ily, he jjrcsurncd: (Vrtainly it did: a very 
amiable ydung woman wras clandestinely married 
to a deserving young man, ami both parties at the 
close of the labfe were reconciled to their frlgnds 
aiKl made haji^iy in each (^ther: And is Cill this re- 
jijjesentvd on the stage ? cried ^ci\: All ihfs Miith 
•j^any more incidents is acte^d on the stage, and so 
acted, let me assure you, as leaves the ^nerit of the 
performers only to bc*exctcdcd by*that of the poet: 
V-l'his is fine indeed ! replied he; then as sure as 
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Can l)c P wiil be tliere this very night, if,you think 
the y will admit : ^ country clown like me.—There 
w.is no tear of thift.—Very well then; is not this 
the j>lay of all plays for Cnn^^tantia ? Oh that 1 had 
ohi Surly there too ; what would 1 give to have her 
grandfather at her elbow ! He was so posscssedfv/ith 
the idea, and built his castles in the air so nimbly, 
that 1 could not had in mv heart to dash the vision 
by throwing any bars in its way, thougii enough 
occuircd had 1 been disposed to employ 

them. » 

5A way posted Ned —qvauiutv juuiaUiS nb lUo /) dii 
the wi *gs of love to Sain.t Marv*” Axe: what rhe- 
tone, he there made us:: of I cannot pretend to say, 
L-. certainly he came bat: a decree in disfa¬ 

vour for Vli^. Abj’ahams anci Constanjia to accom¬ 
pany him to the comrdy, if 1 w'ould .undertake to 
^onvo)^ the party ; for honest AhralK.ins, (though 
a dear lover of the muse, and as much att:)C-hed to 
stage plays, as his countryman Sliylock was averse 
from them) had an unlucky engagcint nt cisewherc; ’ 
and as for Mrs. Goochsen, Ned liad sagaciously 
discovered that she had some oL»|vCtion to tlic title 
of the comedy in her own ]Kirticulai, .though she 
stated none against her daughter’s being there. 

'\iter an early dinner wth Abrahams, we re- 
palivd tu the tneatre, four in numbci, and wuilstilic 
s<‘tfu.d music was pkiying pc:)sted ourselvc^ with all 
clue [Uf caution on the tliir^ row of ojic cf the front 
boxes, where places had been kept for us; Mrs. 
Abrah arns cin my left hand against the partition of 
the oo\, and C'onstantia on the other hand between 
her adiniier and me. . 

There is something captivating in that burst, 
of sjdcndor. scenery, human beauty and festivity* 
wliic'h a ro^ al theatre displays to every sjiectator ort 
his entrance ; what then, must have been the stroke ** 
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on his optics, who ^evcr ciitcrcfl one ? Xod. 

looked about him with surpiisc^aml li:ul there not 
been IX central poi^t of iinr.u rion, to which his eyes 
were necessarily impelled l)y laws not less ii resistible 
thar^g thosj of graviTation, there might have been 
no*S])eedy stop to the ecre'ntricify of their motions. 

It was not indeed one of tliose delightfully crowded 
house*^, ^vlncli theatrical advertisers anno^ince tto 
raptimiiisly to draw suc ceeding•aiulic*nr^s to the 
com1oi*ts of sure ceding crowds, there to enjoy tne 
g)ekls ot UK^londjist ])Uiudils and most roaring hursts 
ol lawgh^er, bestowed u[)oii tiie tricks of a hijii'lcopiin 
or the iL^bherish of a bnilvon; but it was a i’dl as¬ 
sembly ol ration/ beings, ioiivoncd f )r tlic e^ 
mcnl Hi a rational eriix.. .ipmvnt, wheie the ears were 
not in d.'iii of l>'‘i!ig insulted Wv ribatdry, nor.the 
uiidei.srandunv hbcllrd b\’ the sj^ect icle of folly’'. 

Ned was charVicJ with the comf^ly, and soon 
bac i.:uc ‘dicc])iy interested lor Lovewcll anti haniiy, 
on ’SC di^^^iessful ffstirabon he nnid'* many^ natiiraI 
rciiia/:s to his fair neighbi’)%r, and she^oii h'*r pait 
bewtciwed more attention on the s-^'cne, th 1*1 was 
Mlictly• Tvconcirca’ole to mod'-rn hiidi-breed'i'g.—• 

I he rcpre.‘i^nt;'ti^c of i^ord (ifrlcb^- ])nt hni¥ into^ 
somc^aiurm at lirsl, ami he -^'biispeied iti mv car, 
(hat Ji(%hoped the nifrrjl old gcnt!|‘m:m j”as not 
rc.iiU so ill as lie seemed to be:—fo4 1 am sme, 
acUn> he, he v^)idd be the best actor in the woikl, 
was he to*reco‘wer his Jjt-alth, since he can make so 
,^>>olI a stand c\^n at de.ith’s door. I j)iit his heart 
to rest by^ assuring him that his sickness was gll a " 

1’'*t'<ai, and that the samc.okl decrenld invalid, wdien 

% 0 * 

iiad-washed ihe wrinkles out of his face,*u;iiip*is 
' 4 liy a:ui sprightly as the be^t, aye, added 1, and in 
ij:s real idiaiacter one of the bo't into tl^ bargain : T 
am glad of it, I am glAtl of it to my heart, aiiswe.ed . 
Ned, i hope he will never tffive one half of the coiu- 

c 3 
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plaints V iiich he counterfeits; but *tis surprising 
uluit some men ccih do. * 

In the interval < i the second act an aged gentle- 
man OL^’a grave and si natorial ap]»earance, in a full- 
dressed suit of purple ratteen md a floying white 
■U'ig, entered the bi'X alore, and as he was lodking 
out lor a seat, it was with pleasure 1 observed tlie 
young i-llers at the back pay ies])ect to his age and 
jicrsi-n 'iiy makin<» wav for him, and ]>oii/ting to a 
s]Mre our bench, to which lie advanced^ 

and after some apolngieq natiiial to a wclbbied 
tO(.rk lii.s seal on our lange. 

His aytsimmediate!V paid the tribute, vliieh even 
age f'^niid not witlilioUi iroin tlie beauty ol C oiistaii- 
ttop lie rtiUiuled her with 7 ’Oie Jian a cornm''n de- 
gree of seiis^bility, Jmd attention ; bc^watclied for 
oppoTluititieb of speaking to lier every nqw and then 
M the shifting of a scene oi the cx^i of a performer; 
he asked her ojiinion of the aclors, of the comedy, 
aiK> at tjie conclusion of the act said to her, 1 .|lare ' 
believe young lady, yor,*jirc no friend to the titi’e^oi 
this coinidy : I shouhf be no fiicnd to it, replied 
Clonstanlia, il the author had drau*! so unnatural a 
character as an unrelenting iathcr. One such inoii- 
stcr in an age. Cried it^cd, taking up the discourse, is 
one too many. When I o^cihcaid tl esc vvords, . 
and rioteced the efiect wliich they iiad upon him, 
cc’inbin.ijg; il also with h s emotion at certiiin times, 
when Le examined tlick aturcs of ( oik^la-itia with a 
fixed attention, a thought 'irose in iny mind of a 
. romantic nature, which 1 kejit to ‘myself, that we 
iriigrit possibly be then in coiupany .voth the iath.T 
ol Goodison, and that Xed’s jnophelic wisli^s 
were actuall)^ verified. When f anny is discovered* 
to be a married womah at the ch sc o {the comedy, 
and the father in his fury cries out to her husband— 

‘ Loveucll, you shall Ic'^ve niy house directly, amb 
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}o» follow him, Miuhirn’—Keel rouVl not re-, 
Iruin liiuiedl iroin tNcLiimini;, the hardeiKtl 
ni()n‘;tei !—but '4ii)si the wi'ul^ were on his lij)s, 
1 - 01(1 t )^lcbv iMiim'diatt ly leplu <1 to the fathePiu the 
veiy uoid|, wliKh teu\olcn<c vvouid lunt .dictattei 
And ii they do, I will rc(Ti\e them into mine/ 
\vheieu[K,n the whole tluatie qavc a loud applaud*, 
and t (»nslantla, whilst the teai ol scn^>ihlhty • 
j'lutiiudeUiJut'd in her cy(‘, taking advantoty' o» the 
v< IK I a) noist U) addicss lit istll to !><' !\vYuu»iit b' iTnjr 
^(H^iluard, rciiriijvevl to him—that tins w«is an eilu- 
sion ol <;enfiasit^ she eoiild not scinple to ri{)}>]aud, 
Mute '•lit; liad an example" in iici ere, wii.i i lon- 
>incv‘il ner it was in naturt.—Paidon me, i died 
X(vl,^l find uothin^ * S'i»\iin^"nt to call lor * y 
iipiii aiise ; e^eiy ni.in wbuM acj as Koid C)p,lehy 
does, but tjn;u* is only one iatht‘T b\in^, ■who vtould 
]>*u>oi^ia^ brute bteiliui^, and 1 wish old 
(hjodison was heie at rnv tlbow^ to see the copy ot 
Ills own hatelul featuns. h was cvitleiU that Hie 


^Wn/^^ei, wlift sat ne\t to Ngd, oveiheaid thisleply, 
Jbi In ^avu a sudden start,'W'liich shooU l^is frame, 
and d.uhnp, an jrfigry |jl.mec suddenly exclaiinid— 

I—viikI as siufeeid) j^eolhctin^ hignsclf, 

flu (d hi? sj)ec( h andiiitTu|^ps in r.ullcii sdeiicc.^ 
'J’liis had jKissed viitlijipt^being obs|r\ed by Ned, 
wiioJul^i’ii;:^ tofiid at the wotd, -whicn jje eSneeived 
wadd.essed to him, sau! in a lu’ld tone—did you 
to me •.Sir? lo wSiiih the old <3;enileinafi 
mak.i'.g no answer, thcTnattcr passed unnoticed, ex¬ 
cept by me. ^ ^ ^ 

.A‘^^^0011 as the cwicdy ya.s over, our box be^an 
til empty itself into the 1 lol)b^^ when the straQjj^T 
.sceinj; the bench unoccujiicd behind me, left h;s 
j^ace and planted himself at my hack, 1 was now 
finite llian ever po«;--es'ed with the idea of his heintj 
•old Cioodibon, and wislu'd aneiiaiii if possible t' 
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.certainty'*of my ; 1 there/ore made a pretence, 
to tJie ladies of them more room and stept 

bnc*k to the bench on which he WfTs sitting. After 
a few word‘5 in the way of apology he asked me, if 
i»e niiujMt without oHejicc request the n|nic oi^ the 
yoiinp lady I had just quitted ; with this I reactily 
comjdicd, /i>:d when i L'■a^ e hef irimc niethought he 
sv'incd .D’Vpared to e\pect it: he asked i^ie if lun* 
nij^thcr wido'v ; I told him she was—where 

wiis she at prehVvu aiul ir. what condition ? She wa'f 
at present in the house of a most heneyoUmt crciitiie,. 
xvlio ha(lro^clledh^T F: oni >hj deepest df^tress— 

^ ii 

lie asl;,.itic name ot the pe:«i'>o 2 i, lia/l chnn* that 

action." I told him bo'.h bn- name and place 
fJi'Vthode, described in as^*'>-^w^^Trds as I coitv<i tnc 
wtu^tion he had ft>jjnd iier and C’onst.e^tia in, spou'e 
briefly, but wavmle, oi’his c.h u'Kt'-i, o;<id i-'mitted 
Aot to "ive him as many partien\iiSol n.*V 1 1 lend IVnl 
as ] tlioiudit nece^S'trv r, in ('onclus'ou i nvid ■ myself 
also knowm to him, and c\j)lioiied wii'^t iny.‘<^i;in 
part had been in the tr:^|i’s:ieth)n. I Ic mad'* his .tf - 
kno\vJedfAn''nls for these communications in -'cry 
handsome, terms, and tltf'n y^ltcr a""? Iioit j)*'\use, in 
which he seemed l ^^dc yl' licuJfy how procccvl, 
die spoke to tins ehi*r.\: . • 

i am awarehat 1 shalj Strodme m^self, to you 
under srtme^lisadvant.i^e*'', when ) tell you! ai \llie 
father of tint youn^ woman's mother; hot if J'ou 
arc not a jiarent yrmrseh, ymi cannot jmf^x of a pa¬ 
rent’s fck'linirfi low.itds an uiululirul clnhl ; an i it 
‘you^firc one, 1 hop*^* yon have no*-’.bid, nor ever will 
hav the*ex[jerience of t'V/jiat i have felt: h:L tlwit 
]) t" tlfcrcfbrc Hichdut Imlher comment ! .J ha^ 
now detC'mined to sec,my dauglit'T, i^iid I hojic [ 
may avail ini'|Self of your good in jir{‘pariii‘j‘ 

her Crr the mtci\*»cv\'; 1 wish it to take place to-^ 
*'-«*Tovv, and, if you fiMiSCC no objection, let our' 








